
   

 

 

 

                

  

 

 

     

      

 

 

  

             

 

 

         

          

         

 

 

         

            

        

 

 

             

            

   

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

           

   

 

      

 

 

    

     

  

BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT NATIONAL  SIGN  CENTER
 
DIGITAL  PRINT  REQUIREMENTS
 

VECTOR GRAPHICS:
 
Adobe Illustrator (.ai) – Our preferred format, saved as an .eps or in its native .ai format. If you 

are creating your files in CorelDRAW, convert all fonts to outlines and export the file as .ai 

RASTER GRAPHICS: (also known as PIXEL-BASED GRAPHICS) 

Raster – 100 dpi at 100% output size (If possible 600 dpi or higher) 

Adobe Photoshop – .tif format 

****************************************************************************** 

EXPLAINATION OF FILE TYPES: 

There are two types of art files on the computer: Vector (also known as line art) and Raster (also 

known as bitmap art). 

VECTOR: Vector art is made up of lines and curves defined by mathematical objects called vectors. 

Vector art is resolution independent; therefore it can be scaled to any size without loss of quality. Adobe 

Illustrator is a vector-based graphic software and is used primarily here at the National Sign Center for 

digital prints. 

IMPORTANT: Text should be converted to outlines, paths or curves. This way, the font suitcase and 

printer fonts do not need to be sent in order for us to print the art. Also, if using Adobe Illustrator, 

please maintain layers for ease of repairs or modifications as needed without sacrificing graphic elements 

above or below the targeted layer. 

RASTER: Raster art is created using a program such as Adobe Photoshop, or scanned art such as a 

photographic image. A raster image consists of a grid, or bitmap, of small squares known as pixels. 

Raster images are resolution-dependent (set at a fixed resolution) therefore, it will lose quality as you 

increase the physical size. 

IMPORTANT: Raster art (also known as pixel-based graphics) should be 100 dpi minimum at 100% 

output size. 

****************************************************************************** 

Instruction for submitting art: 

The quality of the image on your sign, poster or interpretive panel is directly related to the quality 

of image we receive from you.  Don’t worry, we will tell you when an image doesn’t meet our standards. 

For more information, please contact John Lemieux, the digital graphics specialist at the National Sign 

Center at 866-755-1242 

NOTE: The following page shows the comparison of a vector-based graphic 

and a pixel-based graphic. Use your magnification icon on your Adobe 

Acrobat reader and you will see a major difference in both the images. 






