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Wyoming BLM 
 
Program Area:  Wildlife, Threatened and Endangered Species, Recreation, Abandoned Mine Lands, and 
Solid Minerals. 
 
Purpose:  White Nose Syndrome is an emerging disease afflicting hibernating bats at many locations in 
the Eastern United States.  This disease has spread rapidly over the past few years and there are strong 
indications that it may continue to spread toward Wyoming.  This disease can cause very high levels of 
mortality in bat colonies with some eastern U.S. bat habitat sites showing a 95 percent decline in 
populations in just 1-3 years.  In Wyoming, White Nose Syndrome (WNS) has the potential to be 
devastating to the bat populations since they are generally small when compared to other regions and the 
numbers of key bat habitats in Wyoming are also limited. 
 
Background:  In order to reduce the risk of WNS spread to Wyoming and to help minimize the potential 
for WNS to become established at any Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Wyoming managed bat 
habitat sites, BLM Wyoming will implement the following prevention and control steps: 
 
1.  Continue seasonal closures of controlled access caves that have been identified as important bat 
hibernacula and maternity sites.  These include Spence Cave and Upper Kane Cave in the Cody Field 
office and Cave Creek Cave in the Rawlins Field Office.  Seasonal closure sites will be monitored in the 
spring of 2011 to detect any possible signs of WNS and a decision on the need for full, year-around 
closures at these sites would be based on monitoring and any new information or research about WNS in 
2011. 
 
2.  Signs explaining the danger of WNS to bat populations and prevention steps that should be followed 
by all humans entering caves will be posted at BLM managed cave sites.  This information will also be 
made available at all BLM Wyoming Field Offices and information outlets. 
 
 



2 
 
3.  BLM will implement a requirement that all public cave users must follow decontamination procedures 
for all previously used clothing and caving equipment to be used in Wyoming BLM managed caves 
and/or sign a statement certifying clothing and equipment have been sanitized and not used at any other 
cave locations prior to use at any BLM Wyoming cave sites. 
 
4.  Posting of WNS containment and decontamination procedures would be placed at uncontrolled cave 
sites managed by BLM along with the WNS informational signs.  Human use at such sites would be 
discouraged and all public users of caves would be encouraged to request access and use information at 
BLM Field Offices including information about threats from WNS and risk reduction and prevention 
efforts that can be taken by cave users.  For controlled (gated) cave sites, permitted cave use would 
require a signed statement that decontamination or sanitization procedures have been followed by all 
members of any party requesting a cave use permit prior to issuance of permits and gate key check out. 
 
5.  Within budgetary and time capabilities, BLM field staff will continue with Assessment, Inventory, and 
Monitoring of caves, abandoned mines, and roosting and foraging habitats for bat on BLM managed lands 
in Wyoming.  Known bat roosts or hibernacula will be monitored to detect any signs of WNS or other 
potential threats to bat populations.  This will also allow evaluation of current WNS prevention efforts 
and help determine if additional actions are needed when or if WNS is detected in Wyoming or adjacent 
states 
 
6. Continue stakeholder coordination efforts to insure that BLM is communicating with user groups, other 
agencies and the public to keep stakeholders informed on BLM bat habitat Management activities and to 
share any new research, monitoring, or management actions that can be useful in prevention and control 
of White Nose Syndrome.  
 
Contact:  Field Offices should coordinate local efforts through the Wildlife staff in the BLM Wyoming 
State Office.  For additional information, please contact Dennis Saville, at 307-775-6106 or e-mail 
dennis_saville@blm.gov.  
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