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	Definitions

ACTIVITY PLANS - Allotment Management Plans (AMPs), Habitat Management Plans (HMPs), Watershed Management Plans (WMPs), Wild Horse Management Plans (WHMPs), and other plans developed at the local level to address specific concerns and accomplish specific objectives.

ASSESSMENT- The act of evaluating and interpreting data and information for a defined purpose. 

AVOID- Paraphrasing the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regulations (40 CFR 1508.20), avoidance means to circumvent, or bypass, an impact altogether by not taking a certain action, or parts or an action. Therefore, the term “avoid” does not necessarily prohibit a proposed activity, but it may require the relocation of the an action, or the total redesign of an action to eliminate any potential impacts resulting from it.

BIOREMEDIATION- Use of microorganism metabolism to remove pollutants.

   BLM FORESTLANDS- Those lands with 10% or greater canopy cover in tree species (e.g., lodgepole pine, Douglas fir, subalpine fir, and Engelmann spruce), including land that formerly had such tree cover and that will be naturally or artificially regenerated, typically used in commercial industry in the planning area and normally capable of producing at least 20 cubic feet per acre per year of wood fiber. 

BLM WOODLANDS- Those lands with 5% or greater canopy cover in tree species (e.g., juniper and aspen), including land that formerly had such tree cover and that will be naturally or artificially regenerated, not typically used in commercial industry in the planning area.

CANOPY- The uppermost layer consisting of the crowns of trees or shrubs in a forest or woodland. 

CASUAL USE- Activities ordinarily resulting in no appreciable disturbance of public lands, resources, or improvements; for example, activities that do not involve the use of mechanized earth-moving equipment or explosives or, in areas designated as closed to OHVs, do not involve the use of motorized vehicles.  

See 43 CFR 2741.3(d); 2801.5(a); 2920.0-5(k); and 3809.5; BLM Manual Handbook H-3150-1; Onshore Oil and Gas Order Number 1for specific program definitions.
CHANNEL- An open conduit either naturally or artificially created that periodically or continuously contains moving water or forms a connecting link between two bodies of water.

COLLABORATION- Working together, sometimes with individuals or groups of opposing points a view, to reach a common agreement or compromise.   
   COMMUNITY- An assemblage of plant, animal, and/or human populations in a common spatial arrangement. 

   CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL (COA)- Conditions or provisions (requirements) under which a site-specific surface disturbing or human presence activity (APD, sundry notice, ROW, etc.) is approved. 

   CONFORMANCE- That a proposed action shall be specifically provided for in the land use plan or, if not specifically mentioned, shall be clearly consistent with the goals, objectives, or standards of the approved land use plan. 

CONSISTENCY- The proposed land use plan does not conflict with officially approved plans, programs, and policies of tribes, other federal agencies, and state, and local governments to the extent practical within Federal law, regulation, and policy.
COORDINATED RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (CRM) - A group of people working together to develop common resource goals and resolve natural resource concerns. CRM is a people process that strives for win-win situations through consensus-based decision-making.

COVER- Any form of environmental protection that helps an animal stay alive (mainly shelter from weather and concealment from predators). (Also see definitions for Vegetation Cover and Forest Crown Cover.)

CRITICAL HABITAT- An area occupied by a threatened or endangered species “on which are found those physical and biological features (1) essential to the conservation of the species, and (2) which may require special management considerations or protection.” These irreplaceable and vital areas are designated as critical by the Secretary of the Interior for the survival and recovery of listed threatened and endangered species.

CRUCIAL HABITAT- Any particular range or habitat component that directly limits a community, population, or subpopulation to reproduce, and maintain itself at a certain level over the long term.
DEGRADATION- Subtle or gradual changes that reduce ecological integrity and health. 

DAMAGE- Acute and obvious changes in an ecosystem.

DESTROYED -An ecosystem is destroyed when degradation or damage removes all macroscopic life, and commonly ruins the physical environment as well. 

DISRUPTIVE ACTIVITIES –Those Public Land resource uses/activities that are likely to alter the behavior, displace, or cause excessive stress to existing animal or human populations occurring at a specific location and/or time. In this context, disruptive activity(ies) refers to those actions that alter behavior or cause the displacement of individuals such that reproductive success is negatively affected, or an individual's physiological ability to cope with environmental stress is compromised. This term does not apply to the physical disturbance of the land surface, vegetation, or features. Examples of disruptive activities may include noise, human foot or vehicle traffic, domestic livestock roundups, or other human presence regardless of the activity. When administered as a land use restriction (e.g., No Disruptive Activities), this term may prohibit or limit the physical presence of sound above ambient levels, light beyond background levels, and/or the nearness of people and their activities. The term is commonly used in conjunction with protecting wildlife during crucial life stages (e.g., breeding, nesting, birthing, etc.), although it could apply to any resource value on the Public Lands. The use of this land use restriction is not intended to prohibit all activity or authorized uses.
TRANSFORMATION - The conversion of an ecosystem to a different kind of ecosystem or land use type.
DESIRED PLANT COMMUNITY - A plant community which produces the kind, proportion, and amount of vegetation necessary for meeting or exceeding the land use plan/activity plan objectives established for an ecological site(s). The desired plant community must be consistent with the site's capability to produce the desired vegetation through management, land treatment, or a combination of the two.

DESIRED FUTURE CONDITION- A future land or resource condition that achieves a set of compatible multi-resource goals and objectives.

DIVERSITY- The relative abundance of wildlife species, plant species, communities, habitats, or habitat features per unit of area.
ECOSYSTEM- Consists of the biota (plants, animals, microorganisms) within a given area, the environment that sustains it, and their interactions.
ECOLOGICAL SITE - An area of land with specific physical characteristics that differs from other areas both in its ability to produce distinctive kinds and amounts of vegetation and in its response to management.

   EPHEMERAL CHANNELS- A defined channel formed in response to ephemeral surface flow conditions. Defined channels typically can be identified by an abrupt bank along a water flow path with evidence of scouring, sorting, and/or vegetation removal during flood events. These channels generally form in concave erosional features such as gullies, ravines, swells, etc. 

   EPHEMERAL SURFACE WATERS- Streams, lakes, or other surface water bodies that have open water only during or immediately after periods of rainfall or snowmelt. 
EROSION - (v.) Detachment and movement of soil or rock fragments by water, wind, ice, or gravity. (n.) The land surface worn away by running water, wind, ice, or other geological agents, including such processes as gravitational creep.

FEDERAL LANDS- As used in this document, lands owned by the United States, without reference to how the lands were acquired or what federal agency administers the lands. The term includes mineral estates or coal estates underlying private surface but excludes lands held by the United States in trust for Indians, Aleuts, or Eskimos. (See also Public Land.)

   FLOODPLAIN- The relatively flat area or lowlands adjoining a body of standing or flowing water that has been or might be covered by floodwater. 

FORAGE- All browse and herbaceous foods available to grazing animals that may be grazed or harvested for feeding.

GOAL- A broad statement of a desired outcome. Goals are usually not quantifiable and may not have established time frames for achievement.
GRAZING MANAGEMENT PRACTICE - Grazing management practices include such things as grazing systems (rest-rotation, deferred rotation, etc.), timing and duration of grazing, herding, salting, etc. They do not include physical range improvements.

GUIDELINES - Guidelines provide for, and guide the development and implementation of, reasonable, responsible, and cost-effective management actions which move the site toward statewide standards or maintain existing desirable conditions. Appropriate guidelines will ensure that the resultant management actions reflect the potential for the watershed, consider other uses and natural influences, and balance resource goals with social, cultural/historic, and economic opportunities to sustain viable local communities. Guidelines, and, therefore, the management actions they engender, are based on sound science, past and present management experience, and public input.

HABITAT - the dwelling place of an organism or community that provides the requisite conditions for its life processes.

   HEALTHY STREAM CHANNEL FORM AND FUNCTION - The condition such that the flow and sediment of streams is effectively transported without resulting in accelerated aggradation or degradation and prevents accelerated channel erosion and adjustments in channel geometry (e.g., width-depth ratio, sinuosity, bank stability, gradient, location of head cuts, and rate of migration) of stream channels. 

HERBACEOUS - Pertaining to or characteristic of an herb (fleshy-stem plant) as distinguished from the woody tissue of shrubs and trees.
IDENTIFIED 100-YEAR FLOOD PLAINS- Those areas delineated by the Federal Emergency Management Agency for legal 100-year floodplain delineation.

   IMPACTS (OR EFFECTS)- Consequences (the scientific and analytical basis for comparison of alternatives) as a result of a proposed action. Effects may be either direct, which are caused by the action and occur at the same time and place, or indirect, which are caused by the action and are later in time or farther removed in distance, but are still reasonably foreseeable, or cumulative. 

   IMPLEMENTATION PLAN- A site-specific plan written to implement decisions made in a land use plan. An implementation plan usually selects and applies best management practices to meet land use plan objectives. Implementation plans are synonymous with “activity” plans. Examples of implementation plans include interdisciplinary management plans, habitat management plans, and allotment management plans. 

IMPORTANT HABITATS- Areas of especially high value for a diversity of wildlife or areas that provide certain habitat elements essential to the existence of certain groups of wildlife.
INDICATOR - An indicator is a component of a system whose characteristics (e.g., presence, absence, quantity, and distribution) can be measured based on sound scientific principles. An indicator can be measured (monitored and evaluated) at a site- or species-specific level. Measurement of an indicator must be able to show change within timeframes acceptable to management and be capable of showing how the health of the ecosystem is changing in response to specific management actions. Selection of the appropriate indicators to be monitored in a particular allotment is a critical aspect of early communication among the interests involved on the ground. The most useful indicators are those for which change or trend can be easily quantified and for which agreement as to the significance of the indicator is broad based.

INTENSIVE MANAGEMENT- Use of proper distance restrictions, seasonal or timing restrictions, rehabilitation standards, and the application of the Wyoming Mitigation Guidelines for Surface-disturbing and Disruptive Activities to adequately protect the resources for which the intensive management is applied. Intensive management actions would be applied with the goal of maintaining or enhancing sensitive resources (plant communities, wildlife habitats, archeological or paleontological resources, etc.).

INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT-  A long-standing, science -based, decision-making process that identifies and reduces risks for pests and pest management related strategies. It coordinates the use of pest biology, environmental information, and available technology to prevent unacceptable levels of pest damage by the most economical means, while posing the least possible risk to people and the environment. 
INTERMITTENT SURFACE WATERS- Streams, lakes, or other surface water bodies that have open water during a portion of the year or during particularly wet years may have open water throughout the year. In the case of streams, this term can also refer to noncontinuous flow because of groundwater interaction (i.e., portions of the stream are generally dry and portions are generally wet in most years).
INVASIVE SPECIES – (Executive Order 13112) An alien species whose introduction does or is likely to cause economic or environmental harm or harm to human health.” In the Executive Summary of the National Invasive Species Management Plan the term invasive species is further clarified and defined as “a species that is non-native to the ecosystem under consideration and whose introduction causes or is likely to cause economic or environmental harm or harm to human health.

LANDSCAPE - An area which consists of a mosaic of two or more ecosystems that exchange organisms, energy, water and nutrients.
LITTER - The uppermost layer of organic debris on the soil surface, essentially the freshly fallen or slightly decomposed vegetal material.

LOTIC - Riparian areas with running water habitat such as rivers, streams, creeks, and springs.
MANAGEMENT ACTIONS - Management actions are the specific actions prescribed by the BLM to achieve resource objectives, land use allocations, or other program or multiple use goals. 
   MITIGATION - A method or process by which impacts from actions may be made less injurious to the environment through appropriate protective measures. 

On-Site: To mitigate a disturbance or removal of a resources such as a wetland, where the resource originally occurred. 

Off-Site: To mitigate a disturbance or removal of a resource such as a wetland, in an area removed from the original site. 

MONITORING - A program designed to measure changes over time with respect to vegetation, watershed health, climate, animal populations, and other resources on BLM-administered land.

MULTIPLE USE - Management of the public lands and their various resource values so that they are used in the combination that will best meet the present and future needs of the American people; making the most judicious use of the land for some or all of these resources or related services over areas large enough to provide sufficient latitude for periodic adjustments in use to conform to changing needs and conditions; the use of some land for less than all of the resources; a combination of balanced and diverse resource uses that takes into account the long-term needs of future generations for renewable and non-renewable resources, including, but not limited to, recreation, range, timber, minerals, watershed, wildlife and fish, and natural scenic, scientific and historical values; and harmonious and coordinated management of the various resources without permanent impairment of the productivity of the land and the quality of the environment with consideration being given to the relative values of the resources and not necessarily to the combination of uses that will give the greatest economic return or the greatest unit output.

NECESSARY TASKS - Administrative duties or work requiring the use of motor vehicles, such as retrieving big game kills, repairing range improvements, management of livestock, geophysical exploration activities and other types of leasable mineral exploration activity (other than casual use), or performing mining claim functions resulting in less than 5 acres of surface disturbance as described in 43 CFR 3809.

   NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION - Pollution whose source is not specific in location. The source of the discharge is dispersed, not well defined, or constant. 

OBJECTIVE - An objective is a site-specific statement of a desired condition. It may contain qualitative (subjective) elements, but it must have quantitative (objective) elements so that it can be measured. Objectives frequently speak to change. They may measure the avoidance of negative changes or the accomplishment of positive changes. They are the focus of monitoring and evaluation activities at the local level. Objectives may measure the products of an area rather than its ability to produce them, but if they do so, it must be kept in mind that the lack of a product may not mean that the standards have not been met. Instead, the lack of a particular product may reflect other factors such as political or social constraints. Objectives often focus on indicators of greatest interest for the area in question.

OFFSITE MITIGATION - Mitigation measures located away from an adversely affected site. (Contrast with onsite mitigation.) Offsite mitigation is used as a tool to address loss of habitat effectiveness when reclamation, best management practices, and onsite mitigation measures are not adequate to mitigate the impacts of proposed actions.

   OTHER ACTIVITIES - Seismic activities, maintenance actions exceeding 8 hours on existing equipment and facilities, repair or reconditioning of rangeland improvements that exceed 8 hours in duration, or any activity that requires more than 8 hours on the site. 
Maintenance actions related to Other Activities: 
· Leasable, Locatable, and Saleable Mineral Activities: 

· Work over rig 

· Pipeline repair 

· Reclamation activities 

OVERSTORY - The most height-dominant story of vegetation present in a multilevel vegetation community.

   PERENNIAL SURFACE WATERS - Streams, lakes, or other surface water bodies that have open water in most years. These systems would generally only dry up during drought conditions. In the case of streams, this term can refer to the persistence of surface waters along a channel (i.e., few reaches where the infiltration into the stream aquifer exceeds the flow). 

   pH - A measure of acidity or hydrogen ion activity. Neutral is pH 7.0. All values below 7.0 are acidic, and all values above 7.0 are alkaline. 

   PLAN - A document that contains a set of comprehensive, long-range decisions concerning the use and management of BLM-administered resources in a specific geographic area. 

   PLANNING AREA - A geographical area for which land use and resource management plans are developed and maintained. 

PLANNING CRITERIA - The standards, rules, and other factors developed by managers and interdisciplinary teams for their use in forming judgments about decision making, analysis, and data collection during planning. Planning criteria streamline and simplify the resource management planning actions.

   POINT SOURCE POLLUTION - Any discernable, confined, and discrete conveyance, including, but not limited to, any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete fissure, or container from which pollutants are or may be discharged. 

POPULATION - A group of organisms, all of the same species, that occupies a particular area. The term is used to refer to the number of individuals of a species within an ecosystem or of any group of like individuals.

   PUBLIC LAND - As used in this document, federally owned surface or mineral estate specifically administered by BLM. 

   RANGELAND IMPROVEMENTS - Any authorized physical modification or treatment on or relating to rangelands that is designed to improve forage production, change vegetation composition, control patterns of use, provide water, stabilize soil and water conditions, and enhance habitat for livestock, wildlife, and wild horses. Rangeland improvements include water developments, fences, and vegetation treatments.
RANGELAND - Land on which the native vegetation (climax or natural potential) is predominantly grasses, grass-like plants, forbs, or shrubs. This includes lands re-vegetated naturally or artificially when routine management of that vegetation is accomplished mainly through manipulation of grazing. Rangelands include natural grasslands, savannas, shrublands, most deserts, tundra, alpine communities, coastal marshes, and wet meadows.

RANGELAND HEALTH - The degree to which the integrity of the soil and ecological processes of rangeland ecosystems are sustained.

REFERENCE ECOSYSTEM - A model for planning an ecological restoration project, and later serve in the evaluation of that project.  
REFERENCE LANDSCAPE  - In instances where the object of restoration consists of two or more kinds of ecosystems, 
REFERENCE LANDSCAPE UNIT - A portion of a local landscape that will be used as a model to guide restoration.
REFERENCE - The designated ecosystem, landscape or unit to which restoration/reclamation will be judged against.

RESOURCE DAMAGE - Damage to any natural or cultural resources that results in impacts such as erosion, water pollution, degradation of vegetation, loss of archeological resources, or the spread of weeds.
RIPARIAN - An area of land directly influenced by permanent water. It has visible vegetation or physical characteristics reflective of permanent water influence. Lakeshores and streambanks are typical riparian areas. Excluded are such sites as ephemeral streams or washes that do not have vegetation dependent on free water in the soil.

   RIPARIAN AREA - A transition between wetlands or water bodies and upland areas. Riparian areas exhibit vegetation or physical characteristics that reflect the influence of subsurface water in the root zone. Typical riparian areas include lands along, adjacent to, or contiguous with perennially and intermittently flowing rivers and streams, glacial potholes, and the shores of lakes and reservoirs with stable water levels. Excluded are ephemeral streams or washes that lack vegetation and depend on free water in the soil. 

RIPARIAN COMMUNITIES - Communities of vegetation associated with either open water or wetlands. Examples are cottonwood and willow communities, meadows, aspens near water sources, and other trees, grasses, forbs, and shrubs associated with water.

   ROAD - A vehicle route that has either been improved and maintained by mechanical means to ensure relatively regular and continuous use, or been established where vehicle travel has created two parallel tracks lacking vegetation. 

RUNOFF - The water that flows on the land surface from an area in response to rainfall or snowmelt.

   SENSITIVE SOILS - Land areas that have a moderate to very high hazard for soil compaction, erosion, or displacement. These soils include, but are limited to, red soils, saline soils, sandy soils, highly calcareous, and shallow. 

   SENSITIVE SPECIES - Those species designated by a State Director, usually in cooperation with the State agency responsible for managing the species and state natural heritage programs. They are those species that: (1) could easily become endangered or extinct in a state; (2) are under status review by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and/or National Marine Fisheries Service; (3) are undergoing significant current or predicted downward trends in habitat capability that would reduce a species’ existing distribution; (4) are undergoing significant current or predicted downward trends in population or density such that federal listing, proposal, or candidate status may become necessary; (5) typically have small and widely dispersed populations, or (6) inhabit ecological refugia or other specialized or unique habitats. 

   SERAL STAGE - The relatively transitory communities that develop under plant succession generally described as early, mid, and late seral stages. The mix of seral or successional stages on the landscape can be the result of disturbances, topography and soil, climate, uses of the land, management prescriptions, vegetation classification categories, and evaluation procedures. 
SHRUB - A low, woody plant, usually with several stems, that may provide food and/or cover for animals.

SPLIT ESTATE– This is the circumstance where the surface of a particular parcel of land is owned by a different party than the minerals underlying the surface. Split estates may have any combination of surface/subsurface owners: Federal/State; Federal/private; State/private; or percentage ownerships. When referring to the split estate ownership on a particular parcel of land, it is generally necessary to describe the surface/subsurface ownership pattern of the parcel. 

STANDARDS - Standards are synonymous with goals and are observed on a landscape scale. Standards apply to rangeland health and not to the important by-products of healthy rangelands. Standards relate to the current capability or realistic potential of a specific site to produce these by-products, not to the presence or absence of the products themselves. It is the sustainability of the processes, or rangeland health, that produces these by-products.

STIPULATION - A condition or requirement attached to a lease or contract, usually dealing with protection of the environment or recovery of a mineral.

SURFACE DISTURBING ACTIVITIES– An action that alters the vegetation, surface/near surface soil resources, and/or surface geologic features, beyond natural site conditions and on a scale that affects other Public Land values. Examples of surface disturbing activities may include: operation of heavy equipment to construct well pads, roads, pits and reservoirs; installation of pipelines and power lines; and the conduct of several types of vegetation treatments (e.g., prescribed fire, etc.). Surface disturbing activities may be either authorized or prohibited. 

SURFACE OCCUPANCY - Placement or construction on the land surface of semi-permanent or permanent facilities requiring continual service or maintenance. Casual use is not included.
SURFACE USE(S) – These are all the various activities that may be present on the surface or near-surface (e.g., pipelines), of the Public Lands. It does not refer to those subterranean activities (e.g., underground mining, etc.) occurring on the Public Lands or federal mineral estate. When administered as a use restriction (e.g., No Surface Use [NSU]), this phrase prohibits all but specified resource uses and activities in a certain area to protect particular sensitive resource values and property. This designation typically applies to small acreage sensitive resource sites (e.g., plant community study exclosure, etc.), and/or administrative sites (e.g., government ware-yard, etc.) where only authorized, agency personnel are admitted.
TEMPORARY/TEMPORARY USE- This term is used as the opposite of the term permanent/ permanent use. It is a relative term and has to be considered in the context of the resource values affected and the nature of the resource use(s)/activity(ies) taking place. Generally, a temporary activity is considered to be one that is not fixed in place and is of short duration.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS - Terms and conditions are very specific land use requirements that are made a part of the land use authorization in order to assure maintenance or attainment of the standard. Terms and conditions may incorporate or reference the appropriate portions of activity plans.  In other words, where an activity plan exists that contains objectives focused on meeting the standards, compliance with the plan may be the only term and condition necessary in that allotment.

TURBIDITY - An interference to the passage of light through water due to insoluble particles of soil, organics, microorganisms and other materials.
UPLAND - Those portions of the landscape which do not receive additional moisture for plant growth from run-off, streamflow, etc. Typically these are hills, ridgetops, valley slopes, and rolling plains.

VEGETATION COVER - The proportion of land or ground surface of an area covered by vegetation. 

   VIEWSHED - The landscape that can be directly seen under favorable atmospheric conditions from a viewpoint or along a transportation corridor. 

VISUAL RESOURCE - Visible feature of the landscape, such as land, water, vegetation, animals, and other features that make up the scenery of an area.

VISUAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (VRM) - The system by which BLM classifies and manages scenic values and visual quality of public lands. The system is based on research that has produced ways of assessing aesthetic qualities of the landscape in objective terms. After inventory and evaluation, lands are given relative visual ratings (management classes), which determine the amount of modification allowed for the basic elements of the landscape
   WATER DISPOSAL PIT – A pit designed under the authority of Onshore Oil and Gas Order #7 for containment of produced water (water produced in conjunction with oil and gas production) as defined in said order. Water disposal pits can be temporary or permanent. 

WATER TABLE - The plane surface between the zone of saturation and the zone of aeration. Measured as the elevation where the groundwater surface is at equilibrium with atmospheric pressure. The water table is typically measured with a shallow groundwater well and is equal to the elevation of the water surface in the well. This term is typically not used in reference to confined aquifers or aquifers under pressure. Also known as the groundwater table, groundwater surface, water level, and saturated surface, among others. 

   WATERSHED - All lands that are enclosed by a continuous hydrologic drainage divide and lie upslope from a specified point on a stream. 

WETLANDS - Varies in meaning depending on the methodology used to determine its wetland characteristics. Typically wetlands must have plants associated with anaerobic soil conditions (no oxygen and saturated with water), evidence of modeling (metal deposits) or other hydric soil indicators, and have the hydrology to allow for the location to be fully saturated at or near the soil surface for at least two weeks in a typical year. Wetlands can include standing water at or near the surface (typically not more than 2 meters deep), or saturated banks along flowing water such as riparian areas. (See also Wetlands/Riparian.)

   WETLANDS/RIPARIAN - Areas exhibiting vegetation or physical characteristics that reflect the influence of surface or subsurface water. These areas include lands adjacent to, or contiguous with, perennially and intermittently flowing rivers, streams, springs and seeps; meadows, playas, and the shores of lakes and reservoirs with stable water levels, among others. Excluded are ephemeral streams or washes that lack typical riparian vegetation. These areas can typically be identified by the plant communities that are present.



	


