What are the Planning Issues and Criteria?

e To identify concerns, needs, resource uses, development and protection opportunities for consideration
in the land use plan which are raised by the public, other federal agencies, state and local governments,
and Native American tribes.

e To ensure the planning effort is focused on the issues, follows and incorporates legal requirements,
addresses management of all resources and land uses in the Planning Area, and that preparation is
accomplished efficiently.

e To identify the scope and parameters of the planning effort for the decision-maker, the interdisciplinary
team and the public.

e To inform the public of what should and should not be expected from the plan amendment effort.
What are the Preliminary Planning Issues Identified?

ISSUE 1. Development of Energy Resources and Minerals-related Issues

e Are sufficient measures being taken to ensure visual quality protection?

e Are current visual resource management (VRM) class designations consistent with decisions regarding
what public lands are available for energy development?

e Are current VRM class designations consistent with energy and mineral development and transportation
network decisions?

e How would VRM class designations influence future opportunities to develop energy and mineral
resources?

ISSUE 2: Special Designations/Management Areas

e Should the VRM decisions made in the 2008 Resource Management Plan (RMP) be reviewed or changed?

e Will current VRM class designations support special designations/management area decisions?

ISSUE 3: Wildland/Urban Interface

e Do VRM class designations expand or restrict the wildland/urban interface?

e Do VRM class designations influence where urbanization (development) should ultimately occur?
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ISSUE 4. Recreation and Cultural Resources (including National Historic and Scenic Trails)

e Will VRM class designations support trails management?
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e Would VRM class designations influence how cultural sites and Native American traditional cultural — {essmemsene e
properties are managed? W |

e |s the viewshed along these trails and Native American traditional cultural properties an issue? E'?

For more information contact: John Spehar, Planning and Environmental Coordinator, BLM Rawlins Field Office, Ph: 307-328-4264,
email: BLM_WY_RL_RMP_VRM@blm.gov, or visit the project website at: http://www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/programs/Planning/rmps/rawlins/VRM.html.



What is the Preliminary Planning Criteria Identified?

General Planning Criteria

e Recognize valid existing rights.
e Comply with laws, executive orders, regulations and policy.

e Lands addressed in the planning effort include any/all lands that may affect, or be affected by, the
management occurring on the BLM-administered public lands in the Planning Area; however, the
planning decisions will apply only to the BLM-administered public lands and federal mineral estate.

e A collaborative, interdisciplinary, and multi-jurisdictional approach will be used, to jointly determine the
desired future condition and management direction for the public lands.

e To the extent possible and within legal and regulatory parameters, BLM management and planning
decisions will complement the planning and management decisions of other agencies, state and local
governments, and Native American tribes, within and adjacent to the Planning Area.

e The Rawlins RMP (2008) Reasonably Foreseeable Development and Reasonably Foreseeable Action or
Activity scenarios for all resources and land uses will be reviewed, updated, and based on historical,
existing, and projected levels for all programs.

Criteria for Wilderness

The viewshed “within” all Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) will continue to be protected by the VRM Class |
designation in accordance with BLM policy (IM — 2000 — 096, Use of Visual Resource Management Class |
Designation in Wilderness Study Areas). There is no directive to protect the viewshed outside the boundary
of the WSAs as a benefit or protection for the values “within” the WSAs.

Criteria for Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)

Protective measures for ACECs are not applied or required simply because of the designation, rather, the
nature of the values, resources, or natural hazards they contain are the basis for determining the
appropriate types and levels of management needed.

Criteria for Multiple-use Considerations

Multiple-use is defined in the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) of 1976, as “the
management of public lands and their various resource values so they are utilized in the combination that
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will best meet the present and future needs of the America people and not necessarily to the
combination of uses that will give the greatest economic return or the greatest unit output.” BLM policy

requires that BLM-administered lands be managed under this multiple-use concept. As appropriate,

management objectives and actions will consider all resources and resource uses in the Planning Area
(physical, biological, and socioeconomic).

For more information contact: John Spehar, Planning and Environmental Coordinator, BLM Rawlins Field Office, Ph: 307-328-4264,
email: BLM_WY_RL_RMP_VRM@blm.gov, or visit the project website at: http://www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/programs/Planning/rmps/rawlins/VRM.html.



