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Index of Scenic Quality Rating Units

No. SQRU Name Page

001 Sand Dunes A-3

002 Luman Butte A-7

003 Stratton Draw A-11
004 Bull Springs Rim A-15
005 Bairoil A-19
006 Shamrock Hills A-23
007 West Separation Flats A-27
008 Great Divide Basin A-31
009 Red Desert Basin A-35
010 Continental Divide A-39
011 Delaney Rim A-43
012 Overland Trail A-47
013 Creston A-51
014 Red Rim A-57
015 Atlantic Rim A-63
016 Miller Hill A-67

017 Grizzly Management Area A-71
018 The Sand Hills A-77
019 Doty Mountain A-81
020 Muddy Creek A-87
021 Adobe Town A-91
022 Shell Creek Basin A-95
023 The Rims A-99
024 Chicken Springs Basin A-103

025 Powder Rim A-107
026 Sage Flats A-111

027 Cedar Breaks A-115
028 Sand Creek A-119
029 Flat Tops A-123
030 Robbers Gulch A-127
031 Little Snake Valley A-131
032 Chalk Bluff A-135
033 Deep Creek A-139
034 Horse Mountain A-143
035 Savery Canyon A-147
036 Browns Hill A-151
037 Upper Savery Drainage A-155
038 Middlewood Hill A-159
039 Sage Creek A-163
040 Bolton Ranch A-169
041 Rawlins Uplift A-175

No. SQRU Name Page

042 Rawlins North A-179
043 Rendle Hill A-183
044 Separation Flats A-187
045 Haystack Mountains A-191
046 Platte Dugway A-195
047 Seminoe West A-199
048 Cheyenne Ridge A-203

049 Seminoe Sand Dunes A-207
050 Ferris Mountain Foothills A-211
051 Ferris Mountain A-215
052 Arkansas Flats A-219
053 Sentinel Rocks A-223
054 Sunday Morning Creek A-227
055 Seminoe Mountains A-231
056 Miracle Mile A-237
057 Little Basin A-241
058 Pedro Mountains A-245
059 Canyon Creek A-249
060 Dry Creek A-253
061 Shirley Mountains A-257
062 Horseshoe Ridge A-263
063 Medicine Bow River A-267
064 Cottonwood Draw A-273
065 Hanna Uplift A-277
066 Dana Meadows A-283
067 Parallel Ridges A-287
068 Sheephead Mountain A-293
*069 Pass Creek Agricultural Lands A-297
070 Walcott A-301
071 Platte North A-305
072 Jack Creek Valley A-311
073 Sierra Madre Foothills A-315
074 Saratoga Valley A-319
075 Saratoga Valley Agricultural Lands A-323
076 Upper Platte Valley A-329
077 Prospect Mountain A-333
078 Bennett Peak A-337
079 Cedar Ridge A-341
080 Upper Platte River A-345
081 Encampment River WSA A-349
082 Medicine Bow Foothills A-353

*Merged with SQRU 070 Walcott
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No. SQRU Name Page

083 Coad Mountain A-359
084 Elk Mountain A-363
085 Upper Medicine Bow Basin A-367
086 Sand Creek Hills A-371
087 Spade Flats A-375
088 Slate Ridge A-379
089 Freezeout Mountains A-383
090 Muddy Creek Flats A-387
091 Shirley Basin A-391
092 Bates Hole A-395
093 North of Moss Agate Ridge A-399
094 Mines A-403
095 Little Medicine Bow River A-407
096 Cameron Pass A-413
097 North Laramie River A-417
098 North Laramie Canyon A-421
099 Transitional Foothills A-425
100 Davidson Flats A-429
101 Habitat Management Area A-433
102 Laramie River A-437
103 Halleck Canyon A-441
104 Poe Mountain A-445
105 Sybille Canyon A-449
106 Middle Sybille Creek A-453
107 Foote Creek Basin A-457
108 Foote Creek Rim A-461
109 Rock Creek A-465
110 Pine Ridge A-471
111 Laramie Plains A-475
112 Laramie Irrigated Agricultural Lands A-479
113 Big Laramie River A-483
114 Jelm Mountain A-487
115 Boulder Ridge A-491
116 Laramie Mountain Front A-495
117 Laramie Mountain Range A-499
118 Iron Mountain A-503

**119 Horse Creek A-507
120 Lodgepole Creeks A-511
121 North Laramie County A-515
122 Laramie County A-519
123 Pine Bluffs A-523
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Scenic Quality Rating Units, continued

** Merged with SQRU 117 Laramie Mountain Range
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 
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Rounded, rolling, stabilized 
dunes with exposed, 
dynamic dune system

Undulating with minor 
angular features

Buff, sand

Very smooth and fine

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/28/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Sand Dunes

1. Evaluators:

Amorphous, low, indistinct; 
only on stabilized dunes

Broken, patchy

Gray-green sage with patches 
of brighter green grass

Smooth, patchy, discontinuous

Minor linear and curving roads; 
simple oil & gas facilities and 
restroom/kiosk at OHV parking 
lot

Regular roads, minor geometric 
structures

Roads buff/gray; structures 
earth toned

Smooth and continuous

3. Narrative:
Large, linear unit consisting of stabilized and active dunes. The area is distinct and the active dunes provide 
visual intent as well as recreational OHV use in specified areas. Unique area within the Field Office. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 16:00

Unit Number: 1

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy
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Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Sand Dunes1

Comments:

None.

4

1

0

2

4

4

0

Large dune system, but limited active dunes

Little variety

Not present

Some contrast between sand and vegetation

Wide variety of interesting adjacent scenery

Unique to area but others in region

Modifications do not detract

15

SQRU Locator
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   IOP Location
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SQRU 001—Sand Dunes

IOP 23. Looking northwest (IOPD030000085)

IOP 240. Looking north (IOPD030006240) 240_N_SandDunes_6241.jpg

23_NW_SandDunes_0085.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 
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Elongated, low buttes; flat 
tops, benches

Horizontal with diagonal 
margins

Light brown to buff-colored 
soils

Smooth to medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/28/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Luman Butte

1. Evaluators:

Low, somewhat patchy

Horizontal, repeats landscape 
lines

Light grayish-green sage/rabbit 
brush to faded yellow grasses; 
green greasewood

Medium in foreground; smooth 
as distance from viewpoint 
increases

Oil & gas tanks, pipelines, 
roads, wellhead facilities

Vertical, geometric lines; 
curvilinear roads

Light beige, Sudan Brown, 
Covert Green, Carlsbad 
Canyon; white, various

Smooth surfaces on coarse 
structures

3. Narrative:
A somewhat distinctive complex of low buttes and hills that provide differentiation from adjacent low areas 
with less topographic variety. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 15:00

Unit Number: 2

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Luman Butte2

Comments:

Noticeable human activity and development. A slightly more distinctive landscape than much of the 
surrounding areas but still not very distinctive.

2

2

2

2

1

1

-1

Low buttes, rims, and hills

Mostly sage/grass and grass

Hay Reservoir

Some variety and contrast

Vast open space

Not a scarce landscape in the Wyoming Basin

Oil & gas is noticeable but not too dominant

9

SQRU Locator
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   IOP Location
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SQRU 002—Luman Butte

IOP 22. Looking west (IOPD030000082) 22_W_LumanButte_0082.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 
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Flat, open area with very 
gently rolling terrain

Very strongly horizontal 
landscape

Light brown soils

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/28/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Stratton Draw

1. Evaluators:

Continuous low sage and 
sage/rabbit brush type; low, 
mottled, some clumpy 
greasewood

Horizontal

Light grayish-green sage/rabbit 
brush

Smooth to medium

Few, limited to roads and fences

Sinuous, straight lines

Light brown roads; green fence 
posts

Smooth

3. Narrative:
A vast, open, panoramic landscape. Unlimited views, no sense of boundary. Little visual variety. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 12:00

Unit Number: 3

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Stratton Draw3

Comments:

Vast, panoramic; ringed by distant Green Mountains, Oregon Buttes. Most outstanding attribute is vastness, 
relative lack of development. Wonderful landscape for viewing wild horses, pronghorn.

2

3

0

1

1.5

3

0

Vast, open landscape

Low, uniform sagebrush type

None visible

Uniform; minimal contrast

Vastness of surroundings

Not a scarce landscape in the Wyoming Basin

Lots of primitive roads, but not a major intrusion

10.5

SQRU Locator
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SQRU 003—Stratton Draw

IOP 17. Looking south (IOPD030000064)

IOP 18. Looking southwest (IOPD030000070) 18_SW_StrattonDraw_0070.jpg

17_S_StrattonDraw_0064.jpg



IOP 20. Looking northwest (IOPD030000076)

IOP 21. Looking north (IOPD030000079)
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21_N_StrattonDraw_0079.jpg

20_NW_StrattonDraw_0076.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 
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Elongated rims, ridges; 
steep slopes, rock outcrops, 
valleys; weak pyramidal 
shapes

Horizontal, diagonal, 
rounded

Light gray, brown, buff, 
nearly white

Smooth to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/28/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Bull Springs Rim

1. Evaluators:

Rounded, clumpy, patchy, 
irregular; mostly sage/grass

Horizontal, irregular; sparse to 
dense pattern

Light greenish-gray sage/rabbit 
brush to beige and yellow 
grasses

Medium to smooth

Faint roads and vehicle trails

Sinuous, straight

Light buff soils where 
vegetation removed

Smooth

3. Narrative:
An open landscape with narrow rims, ridges interspersed with narrow valleys. Some rock outcrops, exposed 
soil and rock. Irregular vegetation patterns accentuate landforms. No structures; occasional fences. 
Continental Divide Trail traverses the area. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 10:00

Unit Number: 4

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy, mostly clear



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Bull Springs Rim4

Comments:

A fairly dramatic system of hills and ridges with interesting soil and rock outcrops; significant local relief.

3

3

0

3.5

3

3

0

Prominent ridges and dramatic hills

More than one vegetation type

None visible

Nice contrast between soil, rock, vegetation

Spectacular views of surroundings

Distinctive but not unique

None of significance

15.5

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 004—Bull Springs Rim

IOP 12. Looking southeast (IOPD030000046)

IOP 15. Looking west (IOPD030000058) 15_W_BullSpringsRim_0058.jpg

12_SE_BullSpringsRim_0046.jpg



IOP 16. Looking west (IOPD030000061)

IOP 17. Looking north (IOPD030000067)
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17_N_BullSpringsRim_0067.jpg

16_W_BullSpringsRim_0061.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 
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Low basin surrounded by 
benches, mesas; flats to 
rolling landforms

Horizontal with diagonal 
accents

Light brown to buff soil and 
rock

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/27/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Bairoil

1. Evaluators:

Low, continuous clumpy 
sagebrush

Horizontal

Light grayish-green (sage)

Medium to smooth

Geometric forms, cylinders, 
rectangles, poles, tanks, 
buildings

Horizontal, vertical

Beige, white, Carlsbad Canyon 
brown

Coarse with smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
A landscape intensively developed for oil & gas since 1916. Roads, surface disturbance and many structures 
dominate the view. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 18:00

Unit Number: 5

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear to partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Bairoil5

Comments:

Oil & gas activity is visually dominant in the majority of the area, which is fairly scenic and would rate as a 
low "B" were it not for human development. Adjacent scenery creates a dramatic setting.

2

3

1.5

3

3

1

-2.5

Minimal visual variety; mostly flat

Some variety of vegetation

Lost Soldier Creek

Sage/grass plus riparian vegetation

Dramatic adjacent scenery

Not a "scarce" landscape

Oil & gas activity is ever-present

11

SQRU Locator    IOP Location

Page A-20



Appendix A:  Scenic Quality Ratings • Page A-21

SQRU 005—Bairoil

IOP 12. Looking northwest (IOPD030000049)

IOP 13. Looking southeast (IOPD030000052) 13_SE_Bairoil_0052.jpg

12_NW_Bairoil_0049.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 
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Elongated, tilted ridges, 
rugged rock outcrops; 
rounded, jagged, narrow, 
linear valleys

Complex: vertical faces, 
rounded ridgelines

Gray, reddish-brown light 
brown soil and rock

Coarse ridges; smooth to 
medium valleys

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/4/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Shamrock Hills

1. Evaluators:

Sagebrush/shrub: clumpy, 
rounded, somewhat scattered

Mostly horizontal and rounded 
lines

Gray, grayish-green sage; 
faded straw (yellow) grasses

Medium, smooth (grass); 
coarse shrubs

Roads

Sinuous

Light gray

Smooth

3. Narrative:
A north/south oriented system of parallel ridges with narrow valleys between. Tilted formations produce 
linear rock outcrops. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 16:00

Unit Number: 6

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Shamrock Hills6

Comments:

Low hills with numerous rock outcrops. Vegetation is typical of much of the area: sagebrush, other shrubs 
and grasses. Color shows contrast and interest but is not unusual or exceptional. Adjacent scenery: 
Separation Flats, Rawlins Uplift.

3

2.5

0

3

1

1

0

Rugged hills

Sage/grass

None

Variety and some contrast

Separation Flats, Rawlins Uplift

Not unusual

None of note

10.5

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 006—Shamrock Hills

IOP 171. Looking east (IOPD030000640)

IOP 172. Looking northeast (IOPD030000643) 172_NE_ShamrockHills_0643.jpg

171_E_ShamrockHills_0640.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 
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C
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Low, flat; lacks notable 
features

Strongly horizontal 
landscape

Light brown to light gray 
and buff

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/30/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: West Separation Flats

1. Evaluators:

Clumpy, rounded, low, 
irregular, patchy

Low, horizontal arrangement 
of patches

Light gray-green sage; grayer 
in cold months

Smooth to medium

Roads, power poles, fences

Vertical

Brown

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Low area reminiscent of a Pleistocene-era dry lakebed. Lacks topographic variety. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 17:36

Unit Number: 7

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

West Separation Flats7

Comments:

Lacks visual variety.

1

2

0

2

1

1

0

Few interesting features

Some variety

Absent

Minimal color variation

Minimal influence

Interesting landscape

None of note; a natural-appearing landscape

7

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 007—West 
Separation Flats

IOP 104. Looking north (IOPD030000391)

IOP 105. Looking south (IOPD030000394) 105_S_WestSeparation_0394.jpg

104_N_WestSeparation_0391.jpg



IOP 106. Looking north (IOPD030000397)

IOP 170. Looking east (IOPD030000637)
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170_E_WestSeparation_0637.jpg

106_N_WestSeparation_0397.jpg



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 
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Vast, gently rolling terrain

Strongly horizontal 
landscape

Light buff, light sand color

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/4/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Great Divide Basin

1. Evaluators:

Horizontal

Horizontal

Light straw grasses to light 
gray-green sage

Smooth

Scattered oil & gas, roads; 
geometric forms, sinuous

Vertical and geometric

Grayish-green, dark green

Smooth surfaces on coarse 
structures

3. Narrative:
Much of the unit has the appearance of being flat and lacking in any appreciable surface variation. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 14:00

Unit Number: 8

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Mostly cloudy
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BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Great Divide Basin8

Comments:

Lacks visual variety; what exists is subtle. However, vastness is a factor recognized in the rating. No notable 
features or feature landscapes immediately adjacent; just a lot of vast, open country. Existing development 
is not out of scale.

2

2

0

2

3

1

-0.5

Vast, open country; low, rolling hills

Low, horizontally aligned sagebrush/grass

None seen

Strong gray character; light greenish-gray

Vastness

Not scarce or unusual

Lots of oil & gas activity

9.5

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 008—Great Divide 
Basin

IOP 163. Looking northeast (IOPD030000616)

IOP 25. Looking northeast (IOPD030000094) 25_NE_GreatDivideBasin_0094.jpg

163_NE_GreatDivideBasin_0616.jpg



IOP 168. Looking northwest (IOPD030000631)

IOP 164. Looking southwest (IOPD030000619)
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164_SW_GreatDivideBasin_0619.jpg

168_NW_GreatDivideBasin_0631.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 
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Flat, open; little surface 
variation

Strongly horizontal

Light faded red to beige soil

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/28/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Red Desert Basin

1. Evaluators:

Low, mostly greasewood

Horizontal

Light gray-green sage/rabbit 
brush; medium green 
greasewood

Smooth to medium (in 
foreground)

Some oil & gas; cylindrical and 
rectangular

Geometric, vertical

Shale Green, Covert Green

Smooth

3. Narrative:
A vast, open area, significantly lacking in visual variety. Little surface variation; mostly greasewood 
vegetation. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 16:20

Unit Number: 9

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Mostly cloudy
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Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Red Desert Basin9

Comments:

Large, mostly flat with the overall appearance of a Pleistocene-era lake in the midst of the Great Divide 
Basin. Relatively little surface variation with uniformly greasewood vegetation.

1

2

1

3

1

3

0

Only very subtle surface variation

Greasewood

Some seasonal occurrence in dry lakes

Red/green contrast

Not significant

Somewhat distinctive

Neutral

11

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 009—Red Desert 
Basin

IOP 24. Looking southwest (IOPD030000088)

IOP 25. Looking southwest (IOPD030000091) 25_SW_RedDesertBasin_0091.jpg

24_SW_RedDesertBasin_0088.jpg



IOP 26. Looking northeast (IOPD030000097)

BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource InventoryPage A-38

26_NE_RedDesertBasin_0097.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Flat, open, gentle mounds; 
areas of minor basins

Horizontal, undulating

Light tan, buff

Smooth, uniform, minor 
relief near basins

Field Office: D03000 Date: 9/1/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Continental Divide

1. Evaluators:

Low, carpet-like

Continuous, flowing

Muted gray-green sage with 
straw yellow grass

Smooth, consistent; denser in 
basins

Geometric oil & gas, linear 
pipeline scars, straight roads, 
prominent in landscape

Vertical oil & gas, mostly 
straight roads

Various earth tones on 
structures; tan/gray roads

Smooth roads, structures

3. Narrative:
A large sage plain with areas of depressions. Characterized by large, rolling mounds. Some oil & gas with 
complex network of roads. Has some sandy characteristics due to proximity of sand dunes. 

GBrady  KSchwarzler

Time (24hr format): 10:50

Unit Number: 10

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Continental Divide10

Comments:

None.

1.5

1.5

0.5

1

3

1

-0.5

Flat, but basins offer relief

Mostly sage but basins have denser green areas

Basins have areas of water

Muted tones

Certain areas are near landmark features

Common

Oil & gas, pipelines, roads

8

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 010—Continental 
Divide

IOP 156. Looking west (IOPD030000582)

IOP 27. Looking southeast (IOPD030000100) 27_SE_ContinentalDivide_0100.jpg

156_W_ContinentalDivide_0582.jpg



IOP 160. Looking west (IOPD030000607)

IOP 159. Looking west (IOPD030000598)

BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource InventoryPage A-42

159_W_ContinentalDivide_0598.jpg

160_W_ContinentalDivide_0607.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Distinct, elongated rim with 
steep, sloping face

Horizontal top and broken 
diagonal face; banded with 
red outcrops

Gray, red, light gray, light 
brown

Medium to mildly coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/4/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Delaney Rim

1. Evaluators:

Low, rounded and clumpy 
shrubs

Somewhat horizontally banded 
and mostly indistinct

Gray with some light 
green/gray tint of sagebrush

Scattered, dispersed, irregular

Roads traverse rim

Sinuous

Color of the exposed soil

Smooth

3. Narrative:
An elongated rim with fairly distinct horizontal banding. Some pyramid shapes at a distance. Colors 
predominantly red and gray with light greenish-gray vegetation. A prominent feature in the broad, open 
landscape. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 10:19

Unit Number: 11

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Cloudy, dark sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Delaney Rim11

Comments:

A dramatic exposed face highlights Delaney Rim. Significant contrast between the red and light gray of the 
soil and grayish-green of the vegetation. Few human intrusions.

4

2

0

4.5

1

2

0

Distinct rim

Gray/green of shrub community

None

Banded outcrops, badlands

None of significance except vast open space

Distinctive but not a scarce landscape

None of significance

13.5

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 011—Delaney Rim

IOP 158. Looking west (IOPD030000591)

IOP 160. Looking south (IOPD030000601) 160_S_DelaneyRim_0601.jpg

158_W_DelaneyRim_0591.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Long, south-sloping plain; 
rolling terrain; some notable 
drainages

Strongly horizontal with 
slight slope to south; minor 
diagonal and rounded lines

Light buff to light grayish, 
light brown, some red

Smooth to medium in places

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/3/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Overland Trail

1. Evaluators:

Predominantly 
sagebrush/grass, greasewood; 
low, continuous, and areas of 
mottled patchy vegetation

Mostly horizontal; somewhat 
rounded and irregular lines in 
places

Grayish-green sage; somewhat 
muted tones; pale tan grass

Smooth to medium

Geometric oil & gas; roads

Vertical and horizontal; sinuous

Covert Green, Carlsbad 
Canyon, faded red roads

Smooth

3. Narrative:
An open sagebrush area with rolling hills and large expanses of flat country. Mostly a horizontal landscape 
lacking in significant visual variety in either landform or color. Some variety and contrast in vegetation. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 15:00

Unit Number: 12

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Overland Trail12

Comments:

None.

2.5

3

0

3

1

1

-0.5

Rolling hills, some notable drainages

Sagebrush and greasewood

None

Some minor contrast between soil, rock, and vegetation

Vastness of surroundings adds to scenic quality

Not scarce or unusual

Predominantly natural appearing, scattered oil & gas

10

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 012—Overland Trail

IOP 153. Looking southeast (IOPD030000570)

IOP 154. Looking southeast (IOPD030000573) 154_SE_OverlandTrail_0573.jpg

153_SE_OverlandTrail_0570.jpg



IOP 157. Looking southwest (IOPD030000588)
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157_SW_OverlandTrail_0588.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Low, rolling hills; low 
benches and rims; flat

Horizontal lines; some 
rounded and a few diagonals

Light brown to buff; some 
red, some gray

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/1/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Creston

1. Evaluators:

Low, continuous uniform 
sagebrush/grass-type vegetation

Horizontal and gently rounded

Light grayish-green sage, light 
tan grasses, deep green rabbit 
brush

Smooth

Communication tower, roads, 
oil & gas sites

Vertical, geometric

Gray, buff, Carlsbad Canyon

Smooth surfaces on coarse 
structures

3. Narrative:
A large, open unit with low rolling hills. Mostly muted tones; low contrast for the most part. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 11:33

Unit Number: 13

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy to cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Creston13

Comments:

Vast panoramic landscape; low, rolling hills with minimal visual variety. Oil & gas activity is seen, attracts 
attention and in places is fairly dominant visually.

2

2

0

2

1

1

-2

Low, rolling hills; horizontal landscape

Low sage/grass

None visible

Mostly muted tones

No major effect; vastness

Not unusual; very common landscape

Oil & gas development

6

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 013—Creston

IOP 107. Looking southeast (IOPD030000400)

IOP 111. Looking northwest (IOPD030000415) 111_NW_Creston_0415.jpg

107_SE_Creston_0400.jpg
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IOP 120. Looking west (IOPD030000445)

IOP 121. Looking southeast (IOPD030000448) 121_SE_Creston_0448.jpg

120_W_Creston_0445.jpg
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SQRU 013—Creston

IOP 155. Looking east (IOPD030000576) 155_E_Creston_0576.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Series of elongated 
hogbacks with moderately 
steep slopes, occasional rock 
outcrops, rock banding

Horizontally arranged ridges 
with diagonal slopes

Beige to gray to light brown

Smooth to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/1/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Red Rim

1. Evaluators:

Mottled, patchy, intermingled 
sage/grass

Elongated, horizontal

Grayish-green sage; gray, 
green greasewood

Randomly arranged; mottled, 
smooth to medium

Roads, power lines, fences

Vertical

Brown

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
A modestly imposing series of elongated hogback ridges with banded rock outcrops facing east. Low 
vegetation. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 8:30

Unit Number: 14

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Red Rim14

Comments:

An elongated rim complex that begins at I-80 and extends about 20 miles southwest. Colorful rock outcrops, 
vibrant Wyoming Basin vegetation.

3.5

3.5

0

3.5

2

1

0

Distinctive rim and hills

Heavy shrub community, sage/grass

None noticeable

Contrast between soil, rock, vegetation

Atlantic Rim, vast desert vistas

Interesting but not distinctive

None of visual importance

13.5

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 014—Red Rim

IOP 98. Looking northwest (IOPD030000361)

IOP 99. Looking north (IOPD030000367) 99_N_RedRim_0367.jpg

98_NW_RedRim_0361.jpg
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IOP 99. Looking southwest (IOPD030000370)

IOP 100. Looking southwest (IOPD030000373) 100_SW_RedRim_0373.jpg

99_SW_RedRim_0370.jpg
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SQRU 014—Red Rim

IOP 102. Looking northeast (IOPD030000382) 102_NE_RedRim_0382.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Elongated rim, steep slopes, 
deep drainages, rock 
outcrops

Diagonals, rounded forms

Gray, gray to buff, light 
brown

Medium to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/31/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Atlantic Rim

1. Evaluators:

Variety: low, uniform patches 
and isolated stands of shrubs, 
aspen

Diagonal

Gray-green sage, green grass, 
dark gray-green rabbit brush

Smooth to coarse: diverse

Few noted: roads, occasional 
buildings, fences

Vertical

Gray, brown

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
A dramatic rim with substantial vertical relief. Interesting landforms. An imposing visual presence. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 18:17

Unit Number: 15

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy, nice evening



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Atlantic Rim15

Comments:

An imposing landform. Visual backdrop for Highway 71, the Continental Divide Scenic Trail and Overland 
Historic Trail.

4

4

0

3.5

2.5

3

0

Imposing, elongated rim; deep canyons

Diverse vegetation, sage/aspen/shrubs

None noticeable

Contrast between soil, rock, vegetation

Vastness of surrounding areas; Miller Hill, Sheep 
Mountain

Distinctive landscape

Setting-appropriate human activity

17

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 015—Atlantic Rim

IOP 94. Looking north (IOPD030000349)

IOP 95. Looking northwest (IOPD030000352) 95_NW_AtlanticRim_0352.jpg

94_N_AtlanticRim_0349.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Rolling hills, gentle slopes

Rolling, somewhat rounded

Light brown to buff soils

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/30/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Miller Hill

1. Evaluators:

Low, continuous sage grass 
and meadow/riparian

Rounded/horizontal, gentle 
diagonals

Light grayish-green sage and 
rabbit brush

Smooth to medium

Fences, MET tower, roads

Horizontal, sinuous, meandering

Light brown to buff

Smooth

3. Narrative:
A gentle, rolling landscape with some modest visual variety in terms of landforms and vegetation. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 16:00

Unit Number: 16

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Miller Hill16

Comments:

High, rolling hills and gentle slopes. Continuous sage/grass vegetation with meadow and narrow riparian 
zones.

2

2

0.5

2

3.5

2

0

Gentle, rolling hills

Sagebrush, grass, meadows

Several small creeks

Sage/grass plus occasional shrubs

National Forest, Atlantic Rim, vast surroundings

Somewhat distinctive

None of note

12

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Distinct, rounded hills; deep 
drainages, steep slopes

Rounded, diagonal

Light brown, buff-colored 
soil and rock, gray

Medium with some coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/31/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Grizzly Management Area

1. Evaluators:

Clumpy, patchy, mottled

Indistinct: rounded, follows 
landform line

Gray, gray-green sage; straw 
yellow grasses; yellow rabbit 
brush

Mottled, irregular

Roads, fences

Sinuous roads, vertical posts

Brown, gray

Smooth

3. Narrative:
A landscape with distinct hills and buttes, deep drainages, lush vegetation. Steep slopes, contrast in color, and 
a distinctly coarser texture than some surrounding lands. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 16:30

Unit Number: 17

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Grizzly Management Area17

Comments:

Several small streams and lush riparian areas compliment the unit. High, rugged hills with occasional rock 
outcrops; numerous patches of aspen, heavy dark shrubs. Significant contrast between soil, rock, and 
vegetation.

3.5

3.5

2

3.5

1

3.5

0

High hills, deep drainages

Diverse, lush, contrasting

Small streams

Vibrant, contrast in soil and vegetation

Minor influence

Very distinctive landscape

Neutral

17

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 017—Grizzly 
Management Area

IOP 87. Looking southeast (IOPD030000328)

IOP 88. Looking northwest (IOPD030000331) 88_NW_GrizzlyManagementArea_0331.jpg

87_SE_GrizzlyManagementArea_0328.jpg
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IOP 90. Looking northeast (IOPD030000337)

IOP 91. Looking west (IOPD030000340) 91_W_GrizzlyManagementArea_0340.jpg

90_NE_GrizzlyManagementArea_0337.jpg
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SQRU 017—Grizzly 
Management Area

IOP 93. Looking northeast (IOPD030000346) 93_NE_GrizzlyManagementArea_0346.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm
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e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Rolling hills interspersed 
with stabilized sand dunes

Rolling, rounded but 
basically a horizontal 
landscape

Buff (sand) colored soil

Mostly smooth with some 
medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/1/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: The Sand Hills

1. Evaluators:

Clumpy, rounded sage and 
bitterbrush; shrub/grass type

Horizontal

Gray to greenish-gray sage 
with dark green bitterbrush

Medium sage and other shrubs

Some oil & gas development

Vertical, geometric

Dark greenish-gray

Smooth surface

3. Narrative:
An open area heavily vegetated with a shrub vegetation type. Rolling hills, mostly horizontal and enclosed. 
Stabilized sand dunes common; fewer on the south end and predominant on the north. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 14:55

Unit Number: 18

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Mostly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

The Sand Hills18

Comments:

A fairly large basin; enclosed landscape between Doty Mountain and Cow Creek Buttes area. Fairly lush 
shrub community. Oil & gas development noticeable but not dominant.

2

3

0

2

1

2

-1

Distinctive hills

Two or more vegetation types

No water visible

Minimal contrast and variety

Doty Mountain and Cow Creek Buttes area

Somewhat distinctive

Oil & gas development

9

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 018—The Sand Hills

IOP 115. Looking northwest (IOPD030000427)

IOP 115. Looking northeast (IOPD030000430) 115_NE_TheSandHills_0430.jpg

115_NW_TheSandHills_0427.jpg
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IOP 119. Looking northeast (IOPD030000442) 119_NE_TheSandHills_0442.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Multiple ridges, rock 
outcrops; undulating ridges, 
narrow valleys, rolling hills

Rounded, diagonal, sloping 
upward toward the east

White, gray, light brown, 
buff

Smooth to coarse ridges

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/1/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Doty Mountain

1. Evaluators:

Low, mostly uniform patchy 
grass interspersed with sage; 
juniper, rounded

Indistinct

Shades of gray-green sage, 
dark green juniper, light faded 
straw-color grasses

Smooth to medium

Roads, power lines, oil & gas 
locations

Geometric, curvilinear

Desert Brown to Covert Green

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Rough hills and ridges, rock outcrops, and notable stands of juniper. Mostly dominated by sagebrush/grass 
vegetation type. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 13:39

Unit Number: 19

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Mostly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Doty Mountain19

Comments:

Rugged topography with considerable surface variation. Considerable contrast between soil, rock, and 
vegetation.

2.5

3

0

2.5

2

2

0

Distinctive in area

2 - 3 types

No water

Some contrast and vivid color

Flat tops; vast, open setting

Mildly distinctive

Mostly neutral

12

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 019—Doty 
Mountain

IOP 86. Looking west (IOPD030000322)

IOP 112. Looking east (IOPD030000418) 112_E_DotyMountain_0418.jpg

86_W_DotyMountain_0322.jpg
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IOP 113. Looking east (IOPD030000421)

IOP 116. Looking west (IOPD030000433) 116_W_DotyMountain_0433.jpg

113_E_DotyMountain_0421.jpg
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SQRU 019—Doty 
Mountain

IOP 117. Looking southeast (IOPD030000436)

IOP 128. Looking north (IOPD0300000469) 128_N_DotyMountain_0469.jpg

117_SE_DotyMountain_0436.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
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T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Low, flat floodplain

Horizontal

Light brown to buff soils

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/1/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Muddy Creek

1. Evaluators:

Greasewood flats

Horizontal

Greasewood green in summer, 
gray in winter

Mottled appearance

Buildings, oil & gas; geometric 
forms

Geometric

Gray, brown, white, Covert 
Green, Carlsbad Canyon

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
A broad, flat floodplain with greasewood vegetation. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 15:00

Unit Number: 20

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Mostly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Muddy Creek20

Comments:

The only thing that distinguishes this unit from others in the area is that it has extensive greasewood flats.

1

2

0.5

2

1

1

0

Low, flat

Greasewood

Mostly not seen

Green greasewood

Flat tops, vastness

Not unusual

Neutral effect

7.5

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 020—Muddy Creek

IOP 114. Looking southwest (IOPD030000424) 114_SW_MuddyCreek_0424.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm
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or
 

   

T
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re

 

   

Eroded rims, sinuous 
washes, hummocky flats; 
rounded, stabilized sand 
dunes

Horizontal, sinuous, 
vertical, diagonal

Light gray predominates

Medium to very coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/2/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Adobe Town

1. Evaluators:

Clumpy mixed shrubs; sage, 
spiney hopsage, rabbit brush

Rounded to horizontal

Light greenish-gray sage and 
yellow-green rabbit brush

Medium

Oil & gas development; 
cylindrical, geometric forms

Vertical, sinuous road

Covert Green

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Notable eroded badland rims. Vegetation characteristic of stabilized sand dunes. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 17:15

Unit Number: 21

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Adobe Town21

Comments:

Large area with large expanses of hummocky shrublands between eroded badland rims. The lack of water 
and notable adjacent scenery affect the overall score.

4.5

3

0

4

1

4.5

0

Eroded badlands

Shrublands; fairly uniform

Occasional runoff, not visually significant

Colorful badlands

Not significant; most at great distance

Distinctive landscape

None of major significance

17

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 021—Adobe Town

IOP 137. Looking southeast (IOPD030000508) 137_SE_AdobeTown_0508.jpg

IOP 137. Looking northeast (IOPD0300000511) 137_NE_AdobeTown_0511.jpg
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IOP 152. Looking east (IOPD0300000567) 152_E_AdobeTown_0567.jpg

IOP 144. Looking south (IOPD030000541) 144_S_AdobeTown_0541.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
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Gently rolling, hummocky 
terrain; few rims and rock 
outcrops; some rounded hills

Horizontal landscape

Gray, light gray to buff-
colored soils

Smooth with some medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/3/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Shell Creek Basin

1. Evaluators:

Hummocky, clumpy, rounded, 
mottled

Overall a horizontal alignment

Light greenish-yellow rabbit 
brush, grayish-green sage

Medium in foreground, smooth 
at distance > 3 miles

Roads, few buildings; 
geometric and sinuous forms

Vertical, horizontal

Brown, gray, soil-colored roads

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
A vast, open landscape with fairly uniform landforms and vegetation. Minimal visual variety. Vegetation is 
mostly sage/rabbit brush and other shrubs with some greasewood. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 11:30

Unit Number: 22

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Mostly clear sky, hot



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Shell Creek Basin22

Comments:

None.

1.5

2

0.5

2

2

1

0.5

Horizontal landscape

Sage and other shrubs are dominant

None visible overall

Influenced by vegetation, i.e. shrub communities

Kinney Rim provides minor influence

Not a scarce or unusual landscape

Minor significance

9.5

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 022—Shell Creek 
Basin

IOP 145. Looking west (IOPD030000544)

IOP 146. Looking southeast (IOPD0300000547) 146_SE_ShellCreekBasin_0547.jpg

145_W_ShellCreekBasin_0544.jpg
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IOP 147. Looking southwest (IOPD030000550)

IOP 148. Looking south (IOPD0300000553) 148_S_ShellCreekBasin_0553.jpg

147_SW_ShellCreekBasin_0550.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
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re

 

   

Distinct series of stepped 
vertical rims connected with 
flat, rolling plains

Vertical and steeply sloping 
cliff faces with undulating 
back slopes to next rim

High variety, often in layers; 
primarily medium brown 
with highlights of tans and 
reds

Coarse, rugged faces 
contrasting against smooth 
backslope

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/19/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: The Rims

1. Evaluators:

Carpet-like grass and sage on 
smoother plains; patches of 
vertical trees in limited areas

Undulating on smooth plains; 
amorphous tree lines at edges; 
trees provide minor vertical 
element

Gray-green sage and yellow 
grass with contrasting dark 
green conifer

Smooth sage and grass; bristled 
texture of pines

Linear and curving roads; 
prominent vertical 
communication facilities; 
moderate geometric oil & gas

Roads noticeable lines; vertical 
communication towers; simple, 
hard lines of oil & gas facilities

Tan roads; silver and white 
communication facilities are 
noticeable; earth-toned oil & gas

Smooth roads and oil & gas; 
lattice-like communication 
towers

3. Narrative:
Large unit consisting of series of stepped rims of varying heights and distinct erosional features. Rims are 
connected with sage plain backslopes. Kinney Rim is the most dominant feature and a landmark. Rims have 
interesting layers of colors, which adds to attraction.

GBrady  KSchwarzler

Time (24hr format): 10:13

Unit Number: 23

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

The Rims23

Comments:

None.

4.5

3

0

4

3

3.5

-1.5

Series of rims is interesting; some more prominent than 
others
Mostly sage with pockets of evergreens

Not noticeable

Delaney and Kinney have very nice color

Focused on rims

Other rims in region

Prominent communication towers and oil & gas 
development

16.5

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 023—The Rims

IOP 80. Looking north (IOPD030006368)

IOP 82. Looking north (IOPD0300006375) 82_N_TheRims_6375.jpg

80_N_TheRims_6368.jpg



IOP 106. Looking southwest (IOPD030006513) 106_SW_TheRims_6513.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
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C
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or
 

   

T
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Flat to rolling plains with 
contrasting incised 
drainages with moderately 
steep slopes

Horizontal, undulating 
plains with moderately 
angular sides with diagonal 
lines

Light tans browns, with 
lighter grays and hints of 
pinks

Uniform, smooth tops with 
rougher exposed side slopes

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/31/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Chicken Springs Basin

1. Evaluators:

Simple, low; minor presence of 
conical pinyon, juniper

Indistinct, follows landforms; 
minor vertical pinyon, juniper

Primarily yellow-green grass 
with gray-green sage and dark 
green juniper

Fine grasses with patches of 
stippled sage and juniper

Linear pipeline scars and roads; 
geometric oil & gas facilities

Linear, curvilinear, hard 
verticals and horizontals of oil 
& gas

Pipeline vegetation light yellow-
green; gas facilities earth tones; 
roads light tan and asphalt gray

Smooth

3. Narrative:
Series of open rolling grass and sage areas with incised drainages that are interesting but not unique or 
dominant. Some side slopes have minor areas of exposed strata. Colors are primarily harmonious and muted, 
with minor highlights of pinks. 

GBrady  KSchwarzler

Time (24hr format): 13:39

Unit Number: 24

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Chicken Springs Basin24

Comments:

None.

2

1

0.5

1.5

2

1

-1

Some contrast with drainages and edge

Little variety

Major drainages

Edges provide variation but overall muted

Provides some interest

Very common to area

Oil & gas facilities and pipelines noticeable

7

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 024—Chicken 
Springs Basin

IOP 76. Looking north (IOPD030006359)

IOP 80. Looking east (IOPD0300006371)

76_N_ChickenSpringsBasin_6359.jpg

80_E_ChickenSpringsBasin_6371.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm
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C
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or
 

   

T
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Elongated rim, pyramid 
forms, rounded hills

Rounded, horizontal, 
diagonal

Brown, buff, gray bands

Medium to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/2/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Powder Rim

1. Evaluators:

Rounded, clumpy juniper; open 
expanses of sagebrush/grass

Indistinct, patchy, repeats lines 
of landforms

Greenish-gray sage; dark green 
juniper, yellow-green rabbit 
brush, gray-green grass

Smooth to coarse

Roads, fences

Sinuous roads

Buff-colored soils

Smooth

3. Narrative:
A prominent long, linear hill with a distinct drop-off to the south. East-west orientation. Distinct juniper 
stands, significant vertical relief. Significant visual variety, particularly on the south. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 17:15

Unit Number: 25

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Powder Rim25

Comments:

A notable landform. Distinctive because of features such as Powder Mountain and Anthill Knob as well as 
juniper woodlands.

3

3

0

3

1

2

0

Large, elongated rim; diverse landforms

Juniper, sage

None noted

Contrast between soil, rock, and vegetation

Vast, open space

Somewhat distinctive

None of note

12

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 025—Powder Rim

IOP 139. Looking southeast (IOPD030000520)

IOP 140. Looking south (IOPD0300000523) 140_S_PowderRim_0523.jpg

139_SE_PowderRim_0520.jpg
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IOP 141. Looking southwest (IOPD030000526)

IOP 142. Looking northeast (IOPD0300000529) 142_NE_PowderRim_0529.jpg

141_SW_PowderRim_0526.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
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C
ol

or
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Sloping to the north, 
smooth; lacks significant 
features or variation

Weakly diagonal

Gray to buff-colored soils

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/2/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Sage Flats

1. Evaluators:

Low, continuous shrubs with 
patches of juniper

Weakly diagonal

Grayish-green sage and rabbit 
brush, dark green juniper 
patches

Smooth

Roads

Vertical, sinuous

Buff-colored hills

Smooth

3. Narrative:
An area approximately 8,000 acres in size, distinct from adjacent areas because it is made up of terrain lacking 
notable features and has uniform sagebrush vegetative cover. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 16:00

Unit Number: 26

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Sage Flats26

Comments:

Low, rolling hills, lacking in visual variety.

1.5

1.5

0

2

2

1

0

Low, rolling hills; gentle slopes

Sagebrush type

None

Mostly muted tones, low contrast

Vast open space, Adobe Town

Not unusual

None noted

8

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 026—Sage Flats

IOP 135. Looking southeast (IOPD030000496)

IOP 139. Looking northeast (IOPD0300000517) 139_NE_SageFlats_0517.jpg

135_SE_SageFlats_0496.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
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or
 

   

T
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Rounded, sloping hills, 
eroded drainages

Rounded, diagonal

Light buff to gray

Medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/2/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Cedar Breaks

1. Evaluators:

Patchy, clumpy, rounded 
juniper shrubs, sage, etc.

Indistinct

Dark green (juniper); grayish-
green sage/shrubs

Medium to coarse

Oil & gas; cylindrical, 
geometric forms, sinuous roads

Vertical

Covert Green, buff-colored 
roads

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Eroded drainages with dense fingers of juniper following the landform. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 15:00

Unit Number: 27

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Cedar Breaks27

Comments:

None.

2

3

0

2.5

1

1.5

0

Somewhat rough breaks, distinct drainages

Juniper and shrub community

None noted

Some contrast

Minor positive effect

Not unusual

Some development but not negative

10

SQRU Locator    IOP Location

Page A-116



Appendix A:  Scenic Quality Ratings • Page A-117

SQRU 027—Cedar Breaks

IOP 135. Looking north (IOPD030000499)

IOP 136. Looking northeast (IOPD0300000502) 136_NE_CedarBreaks_0502.jpg

135_N_CedarBreaks_0499.jpg



IOP 136. Looking southeast (IOPD030000505)
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
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C
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or
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Flat floodplain and wash; 
low, flat-top hills/mesas

Horizontal and weak 
diagonals; sinuous lines in 
bottom

Light buff to sand color

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/2/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Sand Creek

1. Evaluators:

Low, mottled, clumpy and 
rounded

Low shrub/grass community

Light greenish-gray sage, green 
grasses

Medium

None seen except roads

Sinuous, meandering

Buff to light gray

N/A

3. Narrative:
A flat floodplain and mostly dry wash. Sinuous lines in the wash. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 14:05

Unit Number: 28

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Mostly clear, partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Sand Creek28

Comments:

Sand Creek is fed mostly by snowmelt and runoff from summer rains. It is interesting but not particularly 
notable.

1.5

2

1

2

2

1

0

Mostly flat floodplain

Shrubs and grass

Seasonal, occasional

Muted tones

Notable

Not unusual

None of consequence

9.5

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 028—Sand Creek

IOP 134. Looking north (IOPD030000493) 134_N_SandCreek_0493.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

High mesas, flat tops; 
diagonal slopes, deep 
drainages, rolling terrain, 
eroded badlands

Horizontal, diagonal, 
rounded, complex

Gray, light brown, buff, red

Smooth to medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/2/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Flat Tops

1. Evaluators:

Smooth, regular 
sagebrush/grass, patches of 
heavier shrubs; scattered 
Mountain Mahogany stands

Follow lines in topographic 
features

Light greenish-gray sage and 
rabbit brush

Medium

Geometric oil & gas 
development sites

Vertical tank batteries, 
curvilinear roads

Mostly Covert Green

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
High mesas surrounded by radiating slopes. Deep drainages expose eroded formations and occasional 
badlands. Soil colors range from gray to buff to red and light brown. Mostly sagebrush vegetation with other 
scattered, dark shrubs. High, visually imposing. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 10:00

Unit Number: 29

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear skies



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Flat Tops29

Comments:

Imposing landscape. Distinctive landforms, vegetation, and color.

4

3.5

0

3.5

1

3

-1

High mesas, deep drainages, considerable variety

Mostly sage with other dark shrubs

None visible

Grays, brown, and buffs with distinct red accents

Vast, open surroundings

Distinctive landscape

Oil & gas development

14
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SQRU 029—Flat Tops

IOP 123. Looking southeast (IOPD030000454)

IOP 124. Looking east (IOPD030000457) 124_E_FlatTops_0457.jpg

123_SE_FlatTops_0454.jpg
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IOP 125. Looking northwest (IOPD030000460) 125_NW_FlatTops_0460.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Exposed rim, badland 
topography; broken, eroded 
pyramids; sage flats, rolling 
hills

Horizontal rim top; 
horizontal banding; broken, 
jumbled lines in badland face

Buff, red, white, gray, very 
diverse soil color

Smooth to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/2/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Robbers Gulch

1. Evaluators:

Low, smooth sage/grass 
greasewood flats and rounded 
juniper

Horizontal, follows landform 
lines

Dark green juniper; gray, 
grayish-green sage

Medium

Geometric oil & gas 
development

Vertical

Covert Green

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Gently sloping landform with eroded faces, badland topography; outcropping in faces and at random 
elsewhere. Very colorful landscape. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 9:32

Unit Number: 30

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear skies



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Robbers Gulch30

Comments:

Fairly dramatic badland topography, contrasted with scattered juniper and red/white/buff soils. Diverse 
visual variety. Some badland features are very dramatic in terms of color and contrast.

2.5

3.5

0

4.5

1

1

-0.5

Diverse landforms: rims, badlands

Sagebrush/grass and juniper

Not visually significant

Dramatic contrasts

Flat Top mountain

Distinctive but not unusual

Oil & gas development

12
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SQRU 030—Robbers 
Gulch

IOP 122. Looking south (IOPD030000451)

IOP 126. Looking southwest (IOPD030000463) 126_SW_RobbersGulch_0463.jpg

122_S_RobbersGulch_0451.jpg
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IOP 129. Looking northwest (IOPD030000475)

IOP 132. Looking northeast (IOPD030000487) .132_NE_RobbersGulch_0487.jpg

129_NW_RobbersGulch_0475.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
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C
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or
 

   

T
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re

 

   

Level floodplain

Horizontal

Light brown soils

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/31/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Little Snake Valley

1. Evaluators:

Low, flat; clumpy cottonwood, 
hay meadows

Rounded or horizontal

Light green grasses, dark green 
riparian trees, seasonal gray of 
sage

Smooth to coarse

Geometric forms: poles, fences

Vertical, horizontal, diagonal

Red, green, brown, white

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Lush river valley; well-developed riparian vegetation. Irrigated hay meadows where sufficient level land 
exists. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 14:30

Unit Number: 31

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear skies; partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Little Snake Valley31

Comments:

A beautiful river valley with notable riparian vegetation and well-manicured, irrigated fields.

1

4

3

4.5

3

1

0

Flat valley

Riparian vegetation and irrigated fields

Little Snake River

Vegetation is vibrant; variety and contrast

Adjacent National Forest lands

Not an unusual area

Setting-appropriate development

16.5
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SQRU 031—Little Snake
Valley

IOP 82. Looking southeast (IOPD030000301)

IOP 84. Looking southwest (IOPD030000316) 84_SW_LittleSnakeValley_0316.jpg

82_SE_LittleSnakeValley_0301.jpg
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IOP 130. Looking southeast (IOPD030000478)

IOP 131. Looking south (IOPD030000481) 131_S_LittleSnakeValley_0481.jpg

130_SE_LittleSnakeValley_0478.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Linear hill, gentle slopes, 
rolling hills

Horizontal to gently rounded 
and gently diagonal

Light brown

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/31/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Chalk Bluff

1. Evaluators:

Sage/grass; low, continuous

Horizontal to gently sloping 
(diagonal)

Greenish-gray sagebrush

Smooth to medium texture

Geometric forms

Geometric; vertical, horizontal

White, brown, gray, red

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
This unit lies between the Snake River and the Colorado border. It consists mainly of sagebrush on a low 
bench above the Little Snake River Valley. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 14:50

Unit Number: 32

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Chalk Bluff32

Comments:

Notable presence of human development which detracts somewhat from the overall natural appearance of 
this unit.

2

2

0

2

3

1

-1

Sagebrush plain

Sagebrush/grass with some variety

None present

Mostly muted tones

Notable: Battle Mountain

Not unusual

Minor negative influence

9
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SQRU 032—Chalk Bluff

IOP 83. Looking west (IOPD030000310) 83_W_ChalkBluff_0310.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Rolling hills; rounded; 
distinctive drainages

Rounded, undulating, 
diagonal

Light brown, buff, beige

Smooth to medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/31/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Deep Creek

1. Evaluators:

Low, uniform, mottled, 
diverse, rounded, patchy

Rounded; vegetation lines 
follow landforms

Grayish-green sage and rabbit 
brush, dark Shale Green

Medium to smooth

Roads, fences

Geometric

Brown

Smooth

3. Narrative:
Large, broken landscape begins at Little Snake River and ascends to ridges to the north. Hilly, deep drainages; 
fairly diverse vegetation. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 15:53

Unit Number: 33

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Deep Creek33

Comments:

High, rolling hills and deep drainages. Major landform features of Muddy Mountain, Red Mountain, Chalk 
Bluff. Diverse vegetation includes cottonwood, sage/brass, and shrubs.

3

3.5

0.5

3

2

1

0

Dramatic rolling hills

Diverse vegetation, variety, and contrast

Cottonwood Creek is a minor presence

Color contrast and variety in vegetation

Vast vistas, Medicine Bow National Forest

Not a scarce or unusual landscape

None

13
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SQRU 033—Deep Creek

IOP 79. Looking southwest (IOPD030000289)

IOP 85. Looking southwest (IOPD030000319) 85_SW_DeepCreek_0319.jpg

79_SW_DeepCreek_0289.jpg
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IOP 128. Looking southeast (IOPD030000472) 128_SE_DeepCreek_0472.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Rolling hills, distinct low 
mountains, truncated 
pyramid forms

Rolling, undulating, diagonal

Light brown to buff-colored 
soils

Smooth to medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/31/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Horse Mountain

1. Evaluators:

Low sage/grass, dense shrubs; 
patchy, mottled

Horizontal, diagonal

Green grasses, gray-green and 
gray sage, dark greed juniper 
and pine

Smooth to medium

Geometric forms, rectangular 
pyramids

Geometric: vertical, horizontal, 
diagonal

Brown, red, white

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Diverse terrain, considerable variety in topographic features. Diverse vegetation, streams. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 14:00

Unit Number: 34

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Mostly clear, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Horse Mountain34

Comments:

Very notable adjacent scenery (Battle Mountain). Lush, verdant vegetation, well-developed riparian. Setting-
appropriate human development.

3

4

2

3

4

3

0

Topographic variety

Lush with great variety

Streams

Vibrant greens, contrast

Battle Mountain

Distinctive area

Setting-appropriate development

19
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SQRU 034—Horse 
Mountain

IOP 81. Looking southwest (IOPD030000298)

IOP 82. Looking north (IOPD030000304) 82_N_HorseMountain_0304.jpg

81_SW_HorseMountain_0298.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Canyon with narrow valley, 
flat bottom, steep canyon 
walls; rock outcrops

Horizontal bottom, diagonal 
slopes

Light brown, buff soils and 
rock

Medium texture

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/31/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Savery Canyon

1. Evaluators:

Riparian: clumpy, rounded 
willows, mostly uniform sage, 
pockets of large shrubs, 
cottonwoods

Diagonal, curvilinear riparian; 
rounded lines in sage

Lush, vibrant green riparian; 
grayish-green sage

Medium, smooth, coarse, 
irregular pattern

Roads, buildings, bridges

Geometric

Brown, red

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Deep canyon with lush floodplain. Canyon walls have lush, diverse vegetation (sage, shrubs, grass, conifers). 
Meandering stream with lush shrub and grass-type vegetation. Vibrant colors with considerable contrast. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 12:00

Unit Number: 35

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear skies, some clouds



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Savery Canyon35

Comments:

Deep canyon, significant vertical relief; well developed, diverse vegetative communities. A distinctive 
landscape.

4

4

2.5

3.5

1

3

0

Steep slopes, deep canyon

Lush and diverse, high contrast

Savery Creek

Vibrant

None noted

Distinctive canyon

Minor; mostly small buildings

18
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SQRU 035—Savery Canyon

IOP 76. Looking northwest (IOPD030000271)

IOP 76. Looking southwest (IOPD030000274) 76_SW_SaveryCanyon_0274.jpg

76_NW_SaveryCanyon_0271.jpg



IOP 77. Looking south (IOPD030000280)

IOP 80. Looking northeast (IOPD030000292)
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80_NE_SaveryCanyon_0292.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
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tu
re

 

   

Flat, very gently rolling 
hills; little surface variation

Horizontal

Light brown soils

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/31/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Browns Hill

1. Evaluators:

Low, continuous grass and 
grass/sage

Horizontal

Grayish-green sage, green 
grasses

Smooth

Fences, roads, cabins, 
geometric and rectangular

Geometric, horizontal, vertical

Gray

Smooth to medium

3. Narrative:
A high, flat plateau-like landscape. Minimal topographic relief. Lush vegetation with lots of grass replacing 
sage. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 12:57

Unit Number: 36

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Mostly clear, some clouds



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Browns Hill36

Comments:

A high plateau-like area with spectacular views of surrounding areas.

1.5

3

0.5

2.5

3

1

0.5

Rolling hills, lacks variety

Lush and somewhat diverse

Minor visual presence

Vibrant colors

Views of Medicine Bow National Forest

Not unusual

Positive, historic cabins

12
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SQRU 036—Browns Hill

IOP 78. Looking west (IOPD030000283)

IOP 79. Looking east (IOPD030000286) 79_E_BrownsHill_0286.jpg

78_W_BrownsHill_0283.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Rolling hills, deep 
drainages, low ridges, 
benches, reservoir

Horizontal with diagonal 
slopes

Light brown

Smooth to medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/31/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Upper Savery Drainage

1. Evaluators:

Low, elongated pattern, 
sage/grass and riparian

Horizontal vegetation follows 
lines in landforms

Light grayish-green sage, green 
grasses, yellow rabbit brush

Smooth to medium texture

Houses, dam, roads, fences

Vertical, horizontal, geometric

Brown, red

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
A mostly open area with gentle, rolling hills and distinctive drainages. Lush sagebrush/grass vegetation with 
pockets of aspen, willows, and meadows. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 11:40

Unit Number: 37

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear skies, some clouds



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Upper Savery Drainage37

Comments:

High elevation, rolling hills incised by deep drainages and a number of small streams.

2

3.5

2

3

2

1

0

Rolling hills, distinctive valleys

Lush, visual variety

Savery Reservoir, stream

Contrast and variety

Medicine Bow National Forest

Not unusual

Neutral

13.5
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SQRU 037—Upper Savery 
Drainage

IOP 73. Looking west (IOPD030000256)

IOP 74. Looking southwest (IOPD030000262) 74_SW_UpperSaveryDrainage_0262.jpg

73_W_UpperSaveryDrainage_0256.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Rolling hills, rims, steep 
slopes; broad, flat areas; 
low, flat-top buttes, deep 
drainages

Horizontal, rounded, 
diagonal

Light buff-colored soils

Smooth to medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/30/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Middlewood Hill

1. Evaluators:

Low sage/grass, patches of 
conifer and aspen, narrow 
riparian meadows

Low, mostly horizontal; 
diagonal on slopes

Light gray-green sage and 
darker green conifer trees

Smooth to coarse (conifer to 
aspen patches)

Roads, fences

Linear, horizontal

Light soil-colored; dark brown, 
light brown

Smooth

3. Narrative:
Complex topography: rims and associated steep slopes, drainages, and small perennial and intermittent 
streams intermingled with sagebrush, grass, patches of aspen, and mixed aspen/conifers. Narrow riparian 
areas with willows, meadows. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 16:30

Unit Number: 38

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Middlewood Hill38

Comments:

High hills, diverse topography and vegetation

2.5

3.5

0.5

3

2

1.5

0

Diverse topography

Several vegetation types, contrast and interest

Some in small streams, reservoirs

Contrast

Vastness of surrounding landscapes, Medicine Bow 
National Forest

Interesting and not too common

None noted

13
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SQRU 038—Middlewood 
Hill

IOP 57. Looking northwest (IOPD030000190)

IOP 65. Looking north (IOPD030000229) 65_N_MiddlewoodHill_0229.jpg

57_NW_MiddlewoodHill_0190.jpg
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IOP 66. Looking southeast (IOPD030000232) 66_SE_MiddlewoodHill_0232.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Low, rolling hills; minimal 
topographic relief

Horizontal, rounded

Light gray to light brown

Smooth to medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/30/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Sage Creek

1. Evaluators:

Low, patchy with the 
occasional rounded tree in low 
areas

Follows line in landform

Light greenish-gray sage, some 
dark olive riparian vegetation

Smooth to medium

Roads, fences

Sinuous

Brown, light gray to light brown

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
A large landscape that lies between Bolton Rim on the north and the foothills of the Sierra Madre Mountains 
in the south. Low vegetative cover gives the area a light color. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 14:30

Unit Number: 39

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear skies



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Sage Creek39

Comments:

A vast area with minimal visual variety, particularly in terms of landforms and vegetation.

1.5

2

1

1.5

2

1

0

Low, rolling hills

Some minimal variety

Reservoirs, small streams

Minimal color variations

Medicine Bow National Forest, Atlantic Rim

Interesting but common in region

None of significance

9
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SQRU 039—Sage Creek

IOP 55. Looking southwest (IOPD030000184)

IOP 52. Looking west (IOPD030000175) 52_W_SageCreek_0175.jpg

55_SW_SageCreek_0184.jpg
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IOP 69. Looking southwest (IOPD030000244)

IOP 59. Looking southwest (IOPD030000196) 59_SW_SageCreek_0196.jpg

69_SW_SageCreek_0244.jpg
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SQRU 039—Sage Creek

IOP 96. Looking south (IOPD030000355)

IOP 71. Looking southwest (IOPD030000250) 71_SW_SageCreek_0250.jpg

96_S_SageCreek_0355.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Bold, dramatic rims; angular 
slopes, dramatic rock 
outcrops

Horizontal banding, 
diagonal lines

Buff to light brown soil and 
rock

Coarse, bold, ridges and 
rock outcrops; deep 
drainages, smooth slopes

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/30/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Bolton Ranch

1. Evaluators:

Low, mottled, irregular patches 
of sage and sage/grass; 
randomly arranged

Mostly horizontal to slightly 
diagonal according to 
landforms

Light grayish-green sage 
interspersed with straw to 
faded yellow grass

Irregular smooth to medium; 
some medium to coarse in 
drainages

Faint roads and trails

Curvilinear interruptions to 
vegetative pattern

Soil colors

Smooth

3. Narrative:
A complex system of rims, ridges, and diagonal slopes. Dramatic banded rock outcrops. High vertical relief. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong PMurdock

Time (24hr format): 13:38

Unit Number: 40

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Bolton Ranch40

Comments:

Exposed rims and associated banding of rock outcrops is the most dramatic feature. Diverse topography 
with numerous ridges, rims, hills, deep drainages, hogbacks. Varied vegetation adds interest.

3.5

2.5

0

2.5

2

2.5

0

Rock outcrops, rims, high vertical relief

Mostly sage and sage/grass; some greasewood and 
meadow vegetation

None visually significant

Brown to light beige/buff

Medicine Bow National Forest, Atlantic Rim, Miller 
Hill, Elk Mountain, Ferris Mountain at a distance

Distinctive but not unusual

None of note; faint roads, drilling locations, 
communications site

13
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SQRU 040—Bolton Ranch

IOP 59. Looking east (IOPD030000199)

IOP 58. Looking north (IOPD030000193) 58_N_BoltonRanch_0193.jpg

59_E_BoltonRanch_0199.jpg
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IOP 60. Looking southeast (IOPD030000205)

IOP 60. Looking northwest (IOPD030000202) 60_NW_BoltonRanch_0202.jpg

60_SE_BoltonRanch_0205.jpg
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SQRU 040—Bolton Ranch

IOP 61. Looking southwest (IOPD030000208) 61_SW_BoltonRanch_0208.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

High, rounded hills and 
mountains; minor rock 
outcrops; fairly steep slopes

Horizontal, rounded, weak 
diagonal

Light brown, light gray, 
faded red to pink

Mostly smooth and some 
medium; minor coarse at 
rock outcrops and near 
Rawlins

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/5/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Rawlins Uplift

1. Evaluators:

Low, uniform sagebrush/grass 
type

Same as with landform/water

Light greenish-gray grasses 
with patches of medium 
greenish-gray sage/rabbit brush

Smooth

Communications site, limestone 
quarry, two-track roads

Vertical, geometric, sinuous

White, soil color

Smooth surfaces; limestone 
quarries medium

3. Narrative:
A high mountainous area. Rounded mountain peaks, high rounded hills, moderately steep slopes. Smooth, 
uniform vegetation with occasional pockets of heavy sage. Limestone quarries are conspicuous. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 8:35

Unit Number: 41

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Mostly sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Rawlins Uplift41

Comments:

Notable landscape seen at great distances. Somewhat colorful rock. Backdrop for community of Rawlins.

3

3

0

2.5

2

2

-0.5

Distinctive rolling hills

Some variety including aspen, juniper, sage

None

Distinctive color and contrast between soil, rock, and 
vegetation

Vast surroundings: Rundle Hill

Somewhat distinctive

Limestone quarries, communications site detract

12
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SQRU 041—Rawlins Uplift

IOP 14. Looking west (IOPD030000055)

IOP 173. Looking north (IOPD030000646) 173_N_RawlinsUplift_0646.jpg

14_W_RawlinsUplift_0055.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Low, gently rolling hills; 
slight upward slope to east

Horizontal to very weakly 
diagonal

Gray to light gray soils; light 
brown to the west

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/5/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Rawlins North

1. Evaluators:

Low grass/shrubs; uniform

Horizontal to very weakly 
diagonal

Light greenish-gray sage and 
tan grasses

Smooth

Minor two-track roads

Sinuous

Gray to light gray and light 
brown

Smooth

3. Narrative:
An open gently rolling landscape; little visual variety. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 9:45

Unit Number: 42

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear skies



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Rawlins North42

Comments:

A very pleasant landscape; highly natural in appearance. Located in an attractive setting that provides great 
adjacent scenery. Little visual variety.

1.5

1.5

0

1.5

2.5

1

0

Low, rolling hills

Low, little variety

None present

Mostly muted tones

Notable

Interesting but not distinctive

None of note

8
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SQRU 042—Rawlins North

IOP 175. Looking southwest (IOPD030000655) 175_SW_RawlinsNorth_0655.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Elongated north/south rims, 
west-facing rock outcrops; 
somewhat serrated ridge 
tops, narrow valleys

Horizontal and diagonal 
with slightly serrated ridge 
tops; diagonal slopes to east, 
west

Gray to dark gray; some 
brown to light brown and 
reddish tones

Smooth to medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/5/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Rendle Hill

1. Evaluators:

Low, uniform shrub/grass 
community

Follows line in landform; 
horizontal, diagonal

Light grayish-green sage and 
faded straw grasses

Smooth overall

None noted other than two-
track roads

Sinuous

Gray

Smooth

3. Narrative:
A series of three east-facing slopes, each with an exposed ridge. The ridges are elongated and expose diagonal 
slopes to the east and steeper diagonals to the west. Vegetation is low and uniform. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 9:03

Unit Number: 43

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear skies



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Rendle Hill43

Comments:

The combination of topography, color, and adjacent scenery makes this a distinctive landscape.

3.5

2

0

3.5

3

2.5

0

Elongated ridges with steep slopes, rock outcrops

Low, uniform

None visible

Variety and contrast

Moderately affects scenic quality

Distinctive landscape

None of note

14.5
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SQRU 043—Rendle Hill

IOP 1. Looking south (IOPD030000004)

IOP 4. Looking northeast (IOPD030000016) 4_NE_RendleHill_0016.jpg

1_S_RendleHill_0004.jpg



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource InventoryPage A-186

IOP 174. Looking northeast (IOPD030000649)

IOP 174. Looking southeast (IOPD030000652) 174_SE_RendleHill_0652.jpg

174_NE_RendleHill_0649.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Low, flat plain; minimal 
relief; very gently rolling 
hills

Strongly horizontal landform

Light gray to buff

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/26/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Separation Flats

1. Evaluators:

Low, clumpy greasewood; 
patchy, irregular pattern

Horizontal

Green greasewood, light gray 
sage, yellowish grass

Smooth to medium

Power poles; narrow, linear 
roads

Vertical, linear, straight and 
curving

Brown; light gray to buff roads 
white and yellow pipeline 
markers

Smooth surfaces but coarse 
structures

3. Narrative:
A broad, flat area lacking in visual variety. Features are subtle. A strongly horizontal landscape. Structures jut 
up out of the landscape, have smooth surfaces but are considered coarse in texture. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 17:20

Unit Number: 44

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear, partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Separation Flats44

Comments:

Somewhat lacking in notable features but surrounded on all sides by dramatic landscapes: Ferris Mountain, 
Separation Rim, Haystack Mountains. Some visual variety in landforms.

1.5

2.5

0

1.5

3.5

1

0

Low, flat valley bottoms

Some variety in vegetation; 2-3 types

Seasonally present; not generally seen

Some color variation

Very notable

Common in region

None of consequence

10
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SQRU 044—Separation 
Flats

IOP 1. Looking north (IOPD030000001)

IOP 2. Looking northwest (IOPD030000010) 2_NW_SeparationFlats_0010.jpg

1_N_SeparationFlats_0001.jpg



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource InventoryPage A-190

IOP 5. Looking south (IOPD030000019) 5_S_SeparationFlats_0019.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Long, horizontal banding; 
rock outcrops; steep slopes; 
significant vertical relief

Complex: horizontal, 
diagonal, rounded; mostly a 
horizontal landscape

Gray, shades of brown

Overall coarse and medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/5/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Haystack Mountains

1. Evaluators:

Low, mostly uniform shrub-
grass community; also juniper, 
pine, and occasional rounded 
greasewood

Follows line in landforms

Light gray sage with a hint of 
green grasses; few pockets of 
dark green trees

Smooth to medium

Roads, power line

Sinuous, vertical

Soil-colored roads; brown poles

Smooth

3. Narrative:
Distinctive land mass slopes upward east to west and culminates in rock outcrop and cliffs on the west. 
Numerous drainages with rough terrain and numerous rock outcrops. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 10:05

Unit Number: 45

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear skies, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Haystack Mountains45

Comments:

None.

4

3

0

2

1

3

0

Rough, broken landform

A couple of vegetation types

None

Some contrast and variety

Minor influence

Distinctive

Minor intrusions; none of note

13
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SQRU 045—Haystack 
Mountains

IOP 3. Looking northeast (IOPD030000013)

IOP 176. Looking north (IOPD030000658) 176_N_HaystackMountains_0658.jpg

3_NE_HaystackMountains_0013.jpg
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IOP 179. Looking southwest (IOPD030000667) 179_SW_HaystackMountains_0667.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Deep canyon with steep, 
rugged walls; large rock 
outcrops, serene river

Diagonals, rounded; flat 
water; significant diagonal 
banding in cliffs

Gray, light brown, dark 
gray, light brown

Coarse canyon walls

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/5/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Platte Dugway

1. Evaluators:

Rounded, clumpy riparian; 
canyon walls have scattered, 
rounded, clumpy shrubs

Horizontal and sinuous in river 
bottom

Vibrant green riparian to gray-
green sagebrush, light tan 
grasses

Medium to coarse

Road: flat road surface

Sinuous

Light beige

Smooth

3. Narrative:
A narrow river canyon with steep, rugged walls. Narrow riparian zone with lush vegetation; mostly willows, 
greasewood, and grass. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 11:00

Unit Number: 46

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear skies



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Platte Dugway46

Comments:

One of the few landscapes in the Field Office with a significant water feature. Steep, rugged canyon walls, 
very distinctive relative to most similar features in the Wyoming Basin.

4.5

3

4

3.5

0

3

-0.5

Rugged river canyon

Two major types

Significant; visually dominant

Contrast between rock, vegetation, and water

None

Very distinctive

Minor: road

17.5
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SQRU 046—Platte Dugway

IOP 181. Looking southwest (IOPD030000673)

IOP 182. Looking northeast (IOPD030000676) 182_NE_PlatteDugway_0676.jpg

181_SW_PlatteDugway_0673.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Rolling hills with scattered, 
low rock outcrops

Horizontal overall

Light brown soils and rock; 
light tan sand

Smooth to medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/5/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Seminoe West

1. Evaluators:

Sage/grass

Horizontal lines where 
vegetation types change

Greenish-gray to faded straw 
color; some green

Smooth to medium

Roads, pipeline

Sinuous

Light brown

Smooth

3. Narrative:
An open area between Seminoe Reservoir and the Haystack Mountains. Rolling hills, low rock outcrops, 
minimal visual variety. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 10:50

Unit Number: 47

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear skies



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Seminoe West47

Comments:

Interesting landscape with interesting details but lacking visual variety or significant distinctions.

2.5

2

0

2

2

1

0

Low, rolling hills; low rock outcrops

Sage/grass/greasewood

None present

Contrast between soil and vegetation; mostly muted tones

Adjacent mountain ranges

Interesting

None of note

9.5
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SQRU 047—Seminoe West

IOP 180. Looking southeast (IOPD030000670) 180_SE_SeminoeWest_0670.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Elongated ridges, rounded 
hills, minor rock outcrops

Horizontal to rounded ridges 
and hills

Gray, light sand

Medium, occasionally coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/6/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Cheyenne Ridge

1. Evaluators:

Mostly sagebrush, grass; some 
Ponderosa pine; clumpy, 
scattered

Some horizontal, mostly 
indistinct

Dark green pine, greenish-gray 
sage, light tan grasses

Smooth to coarse

Roads, fences

Meandering, vertical

Light tan exposed soil; brown, 
gray

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Elongated ridges with exposed rock outcrops. Rugged, somewhat imposing topography. Diverse vegetation. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 9:30

Unit Number: 48

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear skies



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Cheyenne Ridge48

Comments:

A fairly distinctive but not unusual landscape. Difficult access to area.

3.5

3.5

0

2

3

2

0

Rugged, distinctive landforms

Diverse, 3+ vegetation types

Present but not generally seen

Some contrast between soil, rock, and vegetation

Ferris and Seminoe Mountains, desert basins

Somewhat distinctive landscape

None that are visually important

14
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SQRU 048—Cheyenne 
Ridge

IOP 201. Looking north (IOPD030000754)

IOP 202. Looking northwest (IOPD030000757) 202_NW_CheyenneRidge_0757.jpg

201_N_CheyenneRidge_0754.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Distinct rolling hills, sand 
dunes; elongated, rounded, 
exposed dunes and 
stabilized dunes

Horizontal to rounded, 
linear; mostly stabilized 
sand dunes

Light sand (light buff)

Smooth to medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/27/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Seminoe Sand Dunes

1. Evaluators:

Sagebrush/rabbit brush 
rounded, clumpy; low, flat 
meadow vegetation

Horizontal

Light greenish-gray sage

Medium

Oil & gas poles, pumps, tanks, 
roads

Vertical, geometric, linear

Black, Carlsbad Canyon green

Coarse with smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
A large unit consisting mostly of stabilized sand dunes, vegetated with sage/rabbit brush/grass. Also contains 
active dunes. Notable rolling terrain and fairly substantial relief. Dunes provide high contrast and greater 
visual variety. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 14:10

Unit Number: 49

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear to partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Seminoe Sand Dunes49

Comments:

Part of sand dune system stretching from west to east; visually the second-most dramatic example in the 
Wyoming Basin. Lush, notable vegetation.

3

3

0

2.5

3

3

-1

Stabilized and active sand dunes

Sage/grass/rabbit brush, meadows

None of note

High contrast between dunes and vegetation

Dramatic: Ferris Mountains, Seminoe Mountains

Distinctive but not unique

Oil & gas activities, power lines, pipelines

13.5
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SQRU 049—Seminoe 
Sand Dunes

IOP 8. Looking south (IOPD030000028)

IOP 201. Looking southeast (IOPD030000751) 201_SE_SeminoeSandDunes_0751.jpg

8_S_SeminoeSandDunes_0028.jpg
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IOP 248. Looking north (IOPD030009156) 248_N_SeminoeSandDunes_9156.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Rolling hills, sloping away 
from core of Ferris 
Mountains; some steep hills, 
low mesas

Horizontal to weakly 
rounded, weakly diagonal

Light buff, light gray soil 
and rock outcrops

Smooth to medium with 
some coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/27/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Ferris Mountain Foothills

1. Evaluators:

Low, continuous, occasional 
clumpy, patchy, mottled

Horizontal to very weakly 
diagonal

Light gray-green sage and 
rabbit brush

Smooth, continuous, uniform

Few roads, fences

Sinuous, indistinct

Roads light gray to buff

Smooth

3. Narrative:
Gently sloping benches and foothills as well as some steep hills and low mountains (Bear Mountain). Narrow 
canyon (Sand Creek drainage). 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 15:00

Unit Number: 50

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear to partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Ferris Mountain Foothills50

Comments:

Foothills for Ferris Mountains, a WSA. Distinctive landforms exhibit moderate visual variety. Adjacent 
scenery significantly enhances overall scenic quality.

2.5

3

0.5

2.5

3.5

2

0

Variety of landforms

Variety of vegetation but only 1-2 major types

Present but not overly noticeable

Some variation

Moderately enhances scenic quality

Somewhat distinctive

None of note

14
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SQRU 050—Ferris 
Mountain Foothills

IOP 11. Looking northeast (IOPD030000043)

IOP 204. Looking east (IOPD030000763) 204_E_FerrisMountainFoothills_0763.jpg

11_NE_FerrisMountainFoothills_0043.jpg
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IOP 206. Looking south (IOPD030000772)

IOP 209. Looking south (IOPD030000787) 209_S_FerrisMountainFoothills_0787.jpg

206_S_FerrisMountainFoothills_0772.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Sharp, elongated pyramid-
shaped ridges with dramatic, 
sinuous rock outcrops; steep 
slopes, canyons

Diagonal lines, undulating 
ridgelines

Gray to light gray, white 
rock outcrops

Coarse overall

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/27/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Ferris Mountain

1. Evaluators:

Coniferous, mostly continuous; 
somewhat sparse; conical trees

Follows lines of topography; 
otherwise indistinct

Dark green pinyon/juniper 
(approximates Yuma green); 
some gray-green sage/rabbit 
brush

Medium to coarse conifers, 
shrubs

None noted (Wilderness Study 
Area)

N/A

N/A

N/A

3. Narrative:
A dramatic, small mountain range rising over 3,500 feet from surrounding lowlands. Steep slopes, dramatic 
limestone outcrop on south side that is visible for many miles. A Wilderness Study Area. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 15:00

Unit Number: 51

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear to partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Ferris Mountain51

Comments:

A nearly pristine mountain range with distinctive outcrops, rising dramatically from surrounding lowlands. 
Probably the most dramatic views of surrounding landscapes in the Wyoming Basin.

4.5

4.5

0

4

4.5

4.5

0

Dominant landform features

Significant variety

None noticeable

Significant variety expressed

Spectacular view of surrounding country

Dramatic visual presence; distinctive

None noted

22
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SQRU 051—Ferris 
Mountain

IOP 6. Looking northeast (IOPD030000022)

IOP 7. Looking north (IOPD030000025) 7_N_FerrisMountain_0025.jpg

6_NE_FerrisMountain_0022.jpg



IOP 10. Looking southeast (IOPD030000040)
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10_SE_FerrisMountain_0040.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Mostly flat with rolling and 
flat top hills

Horizontal to slightly 
sloping down to the north

Light brown to brown

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/6/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Arkansas Flats

1. Evaluators:

Low sagebrush/grass type; 
some limited hay meadow on 
Pete and Cherry Creeks

Low, horizontal

Green to light straw grasses 
and gray-green sage

Smooth

Buildings, road

Geometric and sinuous

White, gray, light brown

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
An open, gently rolling flat area. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 11:40

Unit Number: 52

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Arkansas Flats52

Comments:

None.

2

1.5

0.5

1.5

4

1

0

Low, gently rolling terrain

Low, limited variety

Pete and Cherry Creeks

Muted tones

Ferris Mountains

Interesting

None of note

10.5
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SQRU 052—Arkansas Flats

IOP 205. Looking northwest (IOPD030000766)

IOP 205. Looking south (IOPD030000769) 205_S_ArkansasFlats_0769.jpg

205_NW_ArkansasFlats_0766.jpg
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IOP 207. Looking east (IOPD030000775)

IOP 209. Looking northeast (IOPD030000784) 209_NE_ArkansasFlats_0784.jpg

207_E_ArkansasFlats_0775.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Granite outcrops; rounded, 
lumpy, jagged

Rounded, diagonal, 
indistinct, complex lines

Gray

Coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/6/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Sentinel Rocks

1. Evaluators:

Lots of bare rock; rounded, 
clumpy vegetation; juniper

Indistinct, complex; follows 
landform lines

Dark green, greenish-gray

Coarse

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

3. Narrative:
An outlier of the Granite Mountains. Extends into the Field Office from the Sentinel Rocks of the Lander 
Field Office. Coarse texture; bare granite; scattered vegetation. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 13:30

Unit Number: 53

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Sentinel Rocks53

Comments:

None.

3.5

3

0

3

4

2.5

0

Rugged granite mountains

Two major vegetation types

Not present

Contrast between rock and vegetation

Ferris Mountains

Distinctive

No human impacts

16
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SQRU 053—Sentinel Rocks

IOP 210. Looking west (IOPD030000790) 210_W_SentinelRocks_0790.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Gentle, rolling hills; low 
mesas; moderately deep 
drainages

Horizontal

Light gray

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/18/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Sunday Morning Creek

1. Evaluators:

Low, continuous sagebrush; 
grass somewhat patchy

Horizontal

Light greenish-gray sage to 
light straw-color grasses

Smooth

Roads

Sinuous

Light gray

Smooth

3. Narrative:
An open sagebrush-grass plain, gentle rolling hills and low mesas (benches). 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 10:59

Unit Number: 54

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Sunday Morning Creek54

Comments:

Open, rolling hills. Located in a great setting.

1.5

1.5

0

2

4

1

0

Rolling hills, benches

Sagebrush-grass

None

Muted tones

Seminoe and Pedro Mountains

Not scarce

Ranches and ranch buildings, meadows

10
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SQRU 054—Sunday 
Morning Creek

IOP 251. Looking southeast (IOPD030009168) 251_SE_SundayMorningCreek_9168.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Rugged mountains, steep 
slopes, massive rock 
outcrops, jagged ridges, 
deep canyons

Jagged diagonals; rough, 
jagged pyramids

Shades of gray and buff, 
reds, nearly whites

Coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/18/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Seminoe Mountains

1. Evaluators:

Rounded, clumpy, patchy, 
diverse, deciduous/conifer 
vegetation, scattered

Indistinct

Dark green pinyon/juniper to 
light greenish-gray sage and 
grasses

Coarse, scattered

Roads, power lines

Sinuous, vertical

Brown, shades of gray, buff

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Rugged mountain range, great amount of vertical relief. Rock outcrops, steep slopes, diverse vegetation. 
Includes the Seminoe and Bennett Mountains. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 9:12

Unit Number: 55

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Seminoe Mountains55

Comments:

Vegetation is diverse and contains some very large Ponderosa pine. A distinctive but not particularly 
unusual landscape.

4

5

0

4

4

3

-1

Rugged

Diverse; a dominant visual element

Generally not seen

Contrast between rock and vegetation

None of any importance

Distinctive in Wyoming Basin

Roads and power lines are noticeable visual intrusions

19
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SQRU 055—Seminoe 
Mountains

IOP 9. Looking southeast (IOPD030000037)

IOP 240. Looking northwest (IOPD030009125) 240_NW_SeminoeMountains_9125.jpg

9_SE_SeminoeMountains_0037.jpg
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IOP 243. Looking southwest (IOPD030009134)

IOP 246. Looking southwest (IOPD030009144) 246_SW_SeminoeMountains_9144.jpg

243_SW_SeminoeMountains_9134.jpg
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SQRU 055—Seminoe 
Mountains

IOP 247. Looking north (IOPD030009153)

IOP 249. Looking northeast (IOPD030009159) 249_NE_SeminoeMountains_9159.jpg

247_N_SeminoeMountains_9153.jpg
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IOP 249. Looking northwest (IOPD030009162) 249_NW_SeminoeMountains_9162.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Whitewater/rapids; sinuous, 
narrow river corridor; rocky 
cliffs, rock outcrops

Sinuous

Gray, light brown, clear 
water

Coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/18/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Miracle Mile

1. Evaluators:

Clumpy, rounded conifers; 
deciduous shrubs

Indistinct

Lush green riparian vegetation, 
gray-green sage, straw-color 
grasses, dark green pine/juniper

Coarse

Recreation facilities, roads

Geometric

Gray, light brown

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Narrow river corridor, rugged canyon, rock outcrops, some whitewater rapids. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 8:36

Unit Number: 56

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Miracle Mile56

Comments:

A distinctive area located between Kortes and Pathfinder Reservoirs, adjacent to Bennett and Seminoe 
Mountains. Superb setting. Very distinctive water feature.

3

4

5

3.5

3

3

-1

Distinctive canyon

Variety, contrast

Superlative

Vibrant colors

Adjacent mountains

Distinctive area

Roads, recreation sites, other development

20.5
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SQRU 056—Miracle Mile

IOP 245. Looking northeast (IOPD030009141)

IOP 250. Looking northeast (IOPD030009165) 250_NE_MiracleMile_9165.jpg

245_NE_MiracleMile_9141.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Rolling, rounded hills, rock 
outcrops

Rounded, horizontal, jagged, 
diverse

Light beige to buff, gray

Smooth to medium and 
coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/17/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Little Basin

1. Evaluators:

Clumpy, low sagebrush, grass-
type vegetation; meadows, 
scattered

Low, horizontal, rounded

Light straw-color grasses to 
light greenish-gray sage; dark 
green juniper/pinyon

Smooth to coarse

Roads, power lines

Sinuous, vertical

Light beige to buff

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Unit lies between Shirley Mountains and Bennett Mountains and is of completely different visual character. 
Considerable visual variety. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 18:50

Unit Number: 57

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Little Basin57

Comments:

A pleasant landscape. Contains private lands with hay meadow; a pleasing pastoral setting. Rugged granite 
hills.

3

3

0

2.5

3

1

0

Diverse topography

More than two types

None visually apparent

Some contrast and variety

Moderately enhances

Not scarce

Neutral

12.5
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SQRU 057—Little Basin

IOP 242. Looking east (IOPD030009131)

IOP 244. Looking northeast (IOPD030009138) 244_NE_LittleBasin_9138.jpg

242_E_LittleBasin_9131.jpg
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IOP 257. Looking west (IOPD030009189) 257_W_LittleBasin_9189.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Rounded granite outcrops, 
domes, low pyramid forms

Complex: horizontal, 
diagonal

Gray

Coarse with some smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/18/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Pedro Mountains

1. Evaluators:

Rounded, scattered Ponderosa 
pine; patchy

Diagonal and indistinct

Dark green Ponderosa; light 
greenish-gray sage-grass

Coarse, scattered

Power lines, roads

Roads and some cabins

Gray-green

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Rugged mountain range with pockets of huge Ponderosa pines. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 11:50

Unit Number: 58

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Cloudy sky, partly sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Pedro Mountains58

Comments:

Major rock outcrops, great vegetation.

4

4

1

3.5

3.5

3

0

Rugged granite mountains

Ponderosa pine, juniper, sage

Limited presence

High contrast

Seminoe and Shirley Mountains

Distinctive

None of note

19
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SQRU 058—Pedro 
Mountains

IOP 252. Looking northeast (IOPD030009171)

IOP 253. Looking southwest (IOPD030009174) 253_SW_PedroMountains_9174.jpg

252_NE_PedroMountains_9171.jpg



IOP 255. Looking southeast (IOPD030009183) 255_SE_PedroMountains_9183.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Open, low, rolling hills

Horizontal

Light sand color

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/18/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Canyon Creek

1. Evaluators:

Flat, low; some patchy sage-
grass

Horizontal

Light straw-color grasses to 
light greenish-gray sage

Smooth

Power lines, roads

Vertical, sinuous

Brown, light sand color

Smooth

3. Narrative:
Open, rolling hills. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 12:30

Unit Number: 59

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Canyon Creek59

Comments:

Fairly limited visual variety.

2

2

0

2

4

1

0

Low, rolling hills

Mostly sage-grass

Some present but not readily visible

Not notable

Pedro Mountains; vast, open space

Interesting

None of note

11
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SQRU 059—Canyon Creek

IOP 254. Looking northeast (IOPD030009177)

IOP 255. Looking southeast (IOPD030009180) 255_SE_CanyonCreek_9180.jpg

254_NE_CanyonCreek_9177.jpg
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IOP 256. Looking southeast (IOPD030009186)

IOP 265. Looking northwest (IOPD030009225) 265_NW_CanyonCreek_9225.jpg

256_SE_CanyonCreek_9186.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Broad, flat basin and rim; 
some flat meadows

Horizontal

Light beige, light tan soils

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/18/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Dry Creek

1. Evaluators:

Low sage-grass; somewhat 
patchy

Horizontal

Light greenish-gray sage to 
light straw-color grasses

Smooth

Occasional roads and ranch 
buildings

Vertical, horizontal

White, gray

Smooth

3. Narrative:
An open, low basin that culminates in a distinct rim to the north. A horizontal landscape. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 18:00

Unit Number: 60

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Mostly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Dry Creek60

Comments:

Large landscape, mostly lacking in notable visual variety.

2.5

2

0

2

3

1

0

Low, rolling hills; horizontal rim

Mostly sage-grass

None visible

Gray tones

Shirley Mountains and vastness

Interesting

None of note

10.5
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SQRU 060—Dry Creek

IOP 257. Looking east (IOPD030009192)

IOP 258. Looking west (IOPD030009198) 258_W_DryCreek_9198.jpg

257_E_DryCreek_9192.jpg
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IOP 265. Looking south (IOPD030009222) 265_S_DryCreek_9222.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Rounded mountains, low 
pyramid forms, deep 
drainages, rock outcrops

Rounded, horizontal, 
diagonal

Light tan to light gray, 
medium gray; some red 
tones to outcrops

Medium to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/18/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Shirley Mountains

1. Evaluators:

Diverse forms: patchy, 
continuous, rounded, clumpy, 
and large, contiguous stands of 
timber

Horizontal, rounded, diagonal, 
vertical

Light greenish-gray (sage-
grass); dark green conifers; 
white aspen trunks

Smooth to coarse

Roads, communication sites, 
recreation sites

Sinuous, vertical

Silver, white, light tan roads

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Large, moderately rugged mountain mass; deep drainages, rounded and low pyramidal forms.  Mixed forest 
ranges from contiguous conifers to scattered mixed species. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 15:30

Unit Number: 61

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear skies, partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Shirley Mountains61

Comments:

Very diverse vegetation, interesting landforms, color.

3

4

0

3

1

3

-0.5

Moderately rugged

Diverse; several types

Not generally visible

Contrast between vegetation types and rock/soil

Minor effect

Distinctive

Timber management, communication site, roads, etc.

13.5

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 061—Shirley 
Mountains

IOP 240. Looking northeast (IOPD030009122)

IOP 241. Looking northeast (IOPD030009128) 241_NE_ShirleyMountains_9128.jpg

240_NE_ShirleyMountains_9122.jpg
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IOP 257. Looking south (IOPD030009195)

IOP 259. Looking east (IOPD030009201) 259_E_ShirleyMountains_9201.jpg

257_S_ShirleyMountains_9195.jpg
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SQRU 061—Shirley 
Mountains

IOP 260. Looking southeast (IOPD030009204)

IOP 262. Looking southeast (IOPD030009210) 262_SE_ShirleyMountains_9210.jpg

260_SE_ShirleyMountains_9204.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Elongated, sharp east-west 
ridge with steep slopes and 
jagged rock outcrops

Horizontal, undulating

Beige to gray

Medium to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/17/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Horseshoe Ridge

1. Evaluators:

Rounded, clumpy, smooth

Horizontal, indistinct

Gray sagebrush shades of 
green rabbit brush and grasses

Smooth to medium

Power poles, roads, ranch 
buildings

Geometric, sinuous

Buff, white, gray

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Elongated ridges and a pleasant stream drainage (Austin Creek). Green hay meadows. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 18:13

Unit Number: 62

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Mostly clear sky, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Horseshoe Ridge62

Comments:

Very dramatic ridges with rock outcrops and steep slopes. Austin Creek adds visual variety and color. A 
pleasing pastoral setting.

3

3

2

2.5

1

1.5

0.5

Notable, dramatic

Two or more types

Austin Creek

Colorful landscape

Minor positive influence

Interesting

Vibrant hay meadows

13.5
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SQRU 062—Horseshoe 
Ridge

IOP 238. Looking southeast (IOPD030009116)

IOP 239. Looking southeast (IOPD030009119) 239_SE_HorseshoeRidge_9119.jpg

238_SE_HorseshoeRidge_9116.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Flat, sinuous river valley; 
sinuous, clear river

Horizontal, sinuous, 
meandering

Light brown to dark brown 
soil and rock

Smooth to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/17/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Medicine Bow River

1. Evaluators:

Low, flat hay meadows; 
clumpy, patchy trees and 
willows

Horizontal

Shades of green, dark to light; 
light tan grasses to lush 
wetland/riparian vegetation

Smooth to coarse

Houses, buildings: geometric 
forms

Horizontal and vertical

Brown, white, green, gray, red

Coarse with smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Narrow riparian valley with hay meadows and meandering Medicine Bow River. Colorful vegetation. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 13:30

Unit Number: 63

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Medicine Bow River63

Comments:

Long, meandering river valley. Varies from developed and irrigated use to natural with no development.

1.5

4

3.5

3.5

1

3

-0.5

Flat valley bottom

Lush riparian vegetation

Dominant features

Vibrant colors

Minor influence

Distinctive

Minor negative features

16
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SQRU 063—Medicine Bow 
River

IOP 220. Looking northeast (IOPD030009050)

IOP 222. Looking east (IOPD030009056) 222_E_MedicineBowRiver_9056.jpg

220_NE_MedicineBowRiver_9050.jpg
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IOP 227. Looking north (IOPD030009074)

IOP 235. Looking north (IOPD030009104) 235_N_MedicineBowRiverBasin_9104.jpg

227_N_MedicineBowRiver_9074.jpg
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SQRU 063—Medicine Bow 
River

IOP 273. Looking northeast (IOPD030009255)

IOP 278. Looking northeast (IOPD030009270) 278_NE_MedicineBowRiver_9270.jpg

273_NE_MedicineBowRiver_9255.jpg



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource InventoryPage A-272

Th is page intentionally left blank.



Appendix A:  Scenic Quality Ratings • Page A-273

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Rolling hills with distinct 
rocky outcrops and rocky 
ridges

Undulating, jagged, rolling

Gray to shades of brown

Smooth to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/17/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Cottonwood Draw

1. Evaluators:

Typical sage-grass; patchy 
sage, rounded and clumpy 
conifers

Rolling, mostly horizontal

Light greenish-gray sage to 
straw-color grasses; dark green 
pinyon/juniper

Smooth to coarse

Power lines and roads

Vertical, sinuous

Brown, light buff

Smooth

3. Narrative:
Broken hills with rock outcrops, scattered pine trees. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 18:00

Unit Number: 64

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Mostly clear sky, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Cottonwood Draw64

Comments:

None.

3.5

3

0.5

2.5

1.5

1

0

Distinctive landform

Lush, diverse

Minor feature

Attractive

Noticeable

Interesting landscape

None of note

12
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SQRU 064—Cottonwood 
Draw

IOP 237. Looking northeast (IOPD030009113) 237_NE_CottonwoodDraw_9113.jpg

IOP 236. Looking north (IOPD030009110) 236_N_CottonwoodDraw_9110.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Distinct rolling hills; 
moderately steep slopes, 
rock outcrops

Rounded, undulating, 
diagonal

Light brown to gray

Smooth to medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/17/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Hanna Uplift

1. Evaluators:

Native: sagebrush-grass, 
mottled appearance.  
Reclaimed mines: grass-shrub

Rounded to horizontal to 
diagonal

Light greenish-gray sage to 
straw-color grasses of 
reclaimed mines

Smooth to medium

Mine buildings geometric

Geometric, horizontal and 
vertical

Gray, blue, white

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Distinct hills with moderately steep slopes. Rolling terrain. Reclaimed coal mines are noticeable. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 16:45

Unit Number: 65

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Hanna Uplift65

Comments:

Fairly dominant hills with considerable vertical relief. Considerable topographic diversity. Steep slopes, 
rock outcrops, eroded landscape.

3

2.5

0

2.5

2

2

-2

Topographic diversity

Sage grass and others

None visible

Attractive

Some positive influence

Not overly distinctive

Mining and reclaimed mines

10
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SQRU 065—Hanna Uplift

IOP 234. Looking east (IOPD030009101)

IOP 232. Looking northwest (IOPD030009095) 232_NW_HannaUplift_9095.jpg

234_E_HannaUplift_9101.jpg
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IOP 236. Looking southeast (IOPD030009107)

IOP 274. Looking south (IOPD030009258) 274_S_HannaUplift_9258.jpg

236_SE_HannaUplift_9107.jpg
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SQRU 065—Hanna Uplift

IOP 277. Looking southwest (IOPD030009267) 277_SW_HannaUplift_9267.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Rolling hills with occasional 
low ridges

Horizontal to gently 
undulating

Light brown to buff

Smooth to medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/17/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Dana Meadows

1. Evaluators:

Low, continuous

Horizontal

Light greenish-gray sage and 
grasses

Smooth to medium

Roads

Sinuous

Gray to buff

Smooth

3. Narrative:
An open area with rolling hills, low ridges, and typical sagebrush-grass vegetation. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 16:00

Unit Number: 66

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Dana Meadows66

Comments:

Mostly sagebrush-grass with greasewood flats. Low to moderate amount of visual variety. No water.

2.5

3

0

2

2.5

1

-0.5

Some topographic diversity

Sage-grass; greasewood

None visible

Not vibrant

Mountain ranges, Seminoe Reservoir

Not scarce or unusual

Minor negative influence

10.5
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SQRU 066—Dana 
Meadows

IOP 230. Looking west (IOPD030009086)

IOP 231. Looking northwest (IOPD030009089) 231_NW_DanaMeadows_9089.jpg

230_W_DanaMeadows_9086.jpg
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IOP 232. Looking southeast (IOPD030009092) 232_SE_DanaMeadows_9092.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Parallel ridges; strong cliff 
bands and rock outcrops on 
some

Horizontal and horizontally 
undulating lines; weak 
diagonals radiate downward

Brown, light brown, gray

Coarse overall with smooth 
and medium surfaces

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/5/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Parallel Ridges

1. Evaluators:

Low shrub/grass, juniper

Somewhat horizontal groupings

Dark green juniper, gray, 
greenish-gray sage

Smooth to coarse

Road, railroad, power poles, 
fences, highways

Meandering, horizontal, vertical

Gray, brown

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
The most dominant characteristic is the grouping of several high, elongated hills and ridges. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 11:30

Unit Number: 67

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear skies, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Parallel Ridges67

Comments:

Very distinctive, elongated hills

2.5

2.5

0

2.5

1.5

3

0

Distinct, elongated ridges, hills

Mostly sage/grass, greasewood

None of consequence

Subtle contrast

Elk Mountain, Haystack Mountains

Distinctive but similar to others in region

None of consequence

12
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SQRU 067—Parallel Ridges

IOP 183. Looking east (IOPD030000679)

IOP 198. Looking north (IOPD030000736) 198_N_ParallelRidges_0736.jpg

183_E_ParallelRidges_0679.jpg
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IOP 199. Looking north (IOPD030000742)

IOP 200. Looking west (IOPD030000748) 200_W_ParallelRidges_0748.jpg

199_N_ParallelRidges_0742.jpg



Appendix A:  Scenic Quality Ratings • Page A-291

SQRU 067—Parallel Ridges

IOP 230. Looking northeast (IOPD030009083) 230_NE_ParallelRidges_9083.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Large, roughly pyramid-
shaped mountain; large rock 
outcrops, steep slopes

Rounded, diagonal

Gray, light brown

Coarse, medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/5/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Sheephead Mountain

1. Evaluators:

Patchy conifers; extensive low 
sage/shrub; patchy aspen

Indistinct line, mostly arranged 
along landform lines

Greenish-gray sage, dark green 
conifers, vibrant green aspen

Clumpy, some scattered, some 
smooth and uniform

Buildings and rectangular form

Horizontal

Red, brown, gray, green, white

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Rugged mountain; scattered conifer, aspen, shrub vegetation. Rock outcrops, high vertical relief. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 16:50

Unit Number: 68

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Sheephead Mountain68

Comments:

The least of the three: Elk, Coad, and Sheephead Mountains.

4

3

1.5

3

3

2

0

Dramatic landform

Variety, contrast

Minimal presence

Contrast

Elk Mountain, Medicine Bow National Forest

Distinctive

None of consequence

16.5

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 068—Sheephead 
Mountain

IOP 197. Looking southwest (IOPD030000733)

IOP 198. Looking south (IOPD030000739) 198_S_SheepheadMountain_0739.jpg

197_SW_SheepheadMountain_0733.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Flat valley bottoms

Horizontal landscape

Light brown

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/5/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Pass Creek Agricultural Lands

1. Evaluators:

Low, uniform with some 
patchy riparian; rounded

Horizontal

Shades of green in summer; 
light straw to gray in winter; 
cultivated fields

Smooth

Houses, buildings, geometric 
forms

Horizontal, vertical

White, brown, gray, beige, red

Smooth surfaces; coarse 
structure

3. Narrative:
Floodplain of Pass Creek. Level; mostly irrigated hay meadows. Minimal topographic variation; lush 
vegetation. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 17:15

Unit Number: 69

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Pass Creek Agricultural Lands69

Comments:

Vibrant-colored agricultural lands, limited topographic variability; water occasionally seen. Colorful, 
adjacent to Medicine Bow. An interesting but common landscape. Human activity detracts from naturalness.

1

3

1

3

3

1

-1

Low alluvial valley

Irrigated hay meadows

Pass Creek

Colorful vegetation

Medicine Bow National Forest

Interesting but not distinctive

Human activity

11

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 069—Pass Creek 
Agricultural Lands

IOP 48. Looking southeast (IOPD030000163) 48_SE_PassCreekAgriculturalLands_0163.jpg



IOP 199. Looking north (IOPD030000742) 199_N_PassCreekAgriculturalLands_0742.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Open, gently rolling hills; 
some rims and benches

Strongly horizontal 
landscape

Light brown buff to nearly 
white in places

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/30/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Walcott

1. Evaluators:

Low, mostly uniform 
sagebrush/grass

Horizontal

Light grayish-green sage/rabbit 
brush to gray depending on 
season

Smooth

Fences, road, gravel pit, power 
lines

Vertical

Brown, light soil color

Smooth

3. Narrative:
A vast open landscape with minimal vertical relief, minimal visual variety. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 8:15

Unit Number: 70

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear skies



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Walcott70

Comments:

A broad, open area with little visual variety. Little surface relief. Vegetation is mostly uniform 
sagebrush/grass. Some high hills, rims.

2.5

1.5

0

1

3

1

0

Low, rolling hills

Low, minimal variety (sage/grass)

None visible

Mostly muted tones

Medicine Bow National Forest

Not an unusual landscape

No effect

9

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 070—Walcott

IOP 45. Looking southeast (IOPD030000154)

IOP 46. Looking south (IOPD030000157) 46_S_Walcott_0157.jpg

45_SE_Walcott_0154.jpg
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IOP 184. Looking north (IOPD030000682) 184_N_Walcott_0682.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

River corridor; low riparian 
valley, flat agricultural fields

Sinuous river; horizontal 
landscape

Light brown to buff-colored 
soils

Smooth valley bottom

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/30/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Platte North

1. Evaluators:

Rounded, clumpy

Rounded shrubs, horizontal 
fields; vertical cottonwoods

Dark green trees, vibrant green 
grass, gray-green sage

Coarse cottonwoods, smooth 
fields, medium sage/shrubs

Houses, buildings, rectangular 
geometric forms

Vertical, horizontal

White, brown, gray

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Very pleasant and scenic river corridor. Dominant water feature, cottonwood-riparian vegetation and pleasant 
pastoral setting with adjacent cultivated fields. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 9:30

Unit Number: 71

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Platte North71

Comments:

Very pleasant river corridor. Dominant water and vegetation features. Distinctive, although the Green and 
Wind Rivers are somewhat similar in the Wyoming Basin.

1.5

4

4

3

0

3

0

River valley

Cottonwood, riparian vegetation, fields

North Platte River

Vegetation, water, cultivated fields

None of consequence

Distinctive

Pleasant, pastoral setting

15.5

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 071—Platte North

IOP 50. Looking north (IOPD030000169)

IOP 51. Looking southwest (IOPD030000172) 51_SW_PlatteNorth_0172.jpg

50_N_PlatteNorth_0169.jpg
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IOP 67. Looking north (IOPD030000235)

IOP 67. Looking southeast (IOPD030000238) 67_SE_PlatteNorth_0238.jpg

67_N_PlatteNorth_0235.jpg
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SQRU 071—Platte North

IOP 177. Looking north (IOPD030000661)

IOP 178. Looking southeast (IOPD030000664) 178_SE_PlatteNorth_0664.jpg

177_N_PlatteNorth_0661.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm
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C
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or
 

   

T
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re

 

   

Concave valley, minimal 
relief

Nearly horizontal landscape

Light brown soils

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/31/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Jack Creek Valley

1. Evaluators:

Low, continuous; some variety, 
i.e., rounded willows, riparian 
vegetation

Horizontal, linear 
arrangements along streams

Vibrant green grasses, grayish-
green sage

Smooth to medium

Geometric forms, rectangular 
roads

Horizontal, vertical

White, brown

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Low agricultural valley. Some cultivated fields; vibrant greens. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 10:30

Unit Number: 72

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear skies



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Jack Creek Valley72

Comments:

Scenic valley bisected by Jack Creek.

1.5

3

2

3

2

1

0

Gentle, concave valley

Some lush meadow vegetation

Streams

Vibrant in summer

National Forest vistas

Not scarce

Harmonious composition

12.5

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 072—Jack Creek 
Valley

IOP 56. Looking northwest (IOPD030000187)

IOP 72. Looking southwest (IOPD030000253) 72_SW_JackCreekValley_0253.jpg

56_NW_JackCreekValley_0187.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Dramatic hills and 
mountains incised by deep 
canyons; steep slopes

Rounded, diagonal

Gray, buff, light brown

Medium to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/29/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Sierra Madre Foothills

1. Evaluators:

Rounded, diverse, clumpy, 
scattered

Diverse; follows landform 
lines; vertical conifers

Gray-green sage/rabbit brush, 
beige to yellow grasses; green, 
dark green pinyon/juniper

Medium to coarse

Houses, buildings, roads

Geometric

White, gray, brown

Smooth surfaces, coarse 
structures

3. Narrative:
Dramatic foothills with mostly scattered vegetation, pockets of heavy timber, aspen pockets, open sagebrush 
slopes. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 14:45

Unit Number: 73

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Sierra Madre Foothills73

Comments:

Fairly dramatic foothills that surround a lush agricultural valley.

3

4

3.5

3

0

3

-1

Distinctive landforms

Diverse vegetation

Streams

Vegetation and contrast between vegetation types

No influence

Distinctive but not unusual

Minor negative influence

15.5

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 073—Sierra Madre 
Foothills

IOP 39. Looking north (IOPD030000136)

IOP 41. Looking southeast (IOPD030000142) 41_SE_SierraMadreFoothills_0142.jpg

39_N_SierraMadreFoothills_0136.jpg



IOP 74. Looking southeast (IOPD030000259)

IOP 75. Looking southwest (IOPD030000268)
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75_SW_SierraMadreFoothills_0268.jpg

74_SE_SierraMadreFoothills_0259.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Very gentle, rolling hills; 
flat plains lacking in much 
relief and variation

Horizontal

Light brown to buff

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/31/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Saratoga Valley

1. Evaluators:

Low sagebrush/grass 
vegetation type; very uniform

Horizontal

Light grayish-green sage

Smooth

Occasional roads, fences, power 
lines

Vertical

Light brown to buff, brown

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Large, open areas, lacking visual or topographic variation. Smooth, even vegetation consisting almost entirely 
of sagebrush/grass type. No water, uniform color. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 9:30

Unit Number: 74

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear skies, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Saratoga Valley74

Comments:

Lacking in significant visual variety. Very pleasant landscape. Adjacent scenery is notable. Very common 
landscape type in the Wyoming Basin.

1.5

1.5

0.5

2

3

1

0

Low, rolling hills

Uniform, lacking in variety

Mostly not present

Muted tones

Medicine Bow National Forest

Common landscape

Neutral

9.5

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 074—Saratoga Valley

IOP 44. Looking north (IOPD030000151)

IOP 54. Looking southwest (IOPD030000181) 54_SW_SaratogaValley_0181.jpg

44_N_SaratogaValley_0151.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Low, flat valley bottoms

Strongly horizontal 
landscape

Light brown soils

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/31/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Saratoga Valley Agricultural Lands

1. Evaluators:

Uniform cultivated fields, 
cottonwood; flat to clumpy and 
rounded

Horizontal to rounded and 
vertical cottonwoods, mostly 
horizontal

Greens: light fields to dark trees

Smooth to coarse

Farm/ranch buildings; 
geometric forms

Geometric; vertical, horizontal

White, browns, gray, various

Smooth

3. Narrative:
Agricultural valley; modified landscape. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 10:00

Unit Number: 75

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear skies, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Saratoga Valley Agricultural Lands75

Comments:

Agricultural valley; modified landscape.

1

4

1

4

2

1

-2

Flat, level valley

Lush hay meadows

Reservoirs, streams

Vibrant in summer

Platte River, National Forests

Not unusual or scarce

Modified landscape

11

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 075—Saratoga Valley 
Agricultural Lands

IOP 32. Looking east (IOPD030000115)

IOP 38. Looking southeast (IOPD030000133) 38_SE_SaratogaValleyAgriculturalLands_0133.jpg

32_E_SaratogaValleyAgriculturalLands_0115.jpg
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IOP 43. Looking south (IOPD030000148)

IOP 53. Looking southwest (IOPD030000178) 53_SW_SaratogaValleyAgriculturalLands_0178.jpg

43_S_SaratogaValleyAgriculturalLands_0148.jpg
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SQRU 075—Saratoga Valley 
Agricultural Lands

IOP 70. Looking southwest (IOPD030000247) 70_SW_SaratogaValleyAgriculturalLands_0247.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Rolling hills surrounding 
gently rolling valley bottoms

Rolling, rounded, flat, 
horizontal; weak diagonals

Light to dark brown

Smooth to medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/29/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Upper Platte Valley

1. Evaluators:

Clumpy, patchy, low, 
continuous clusters of 
deciduous trees; sinuous 
ribbons along drainages

Follows landforms; significant 
amount of horizontal line

Various greens: light gray-
green sage/rabbit brush to rich, 
dark green irrigated fields, 
grasses

Very smooth to coarse

Ranch buildings roads, power 
lines

Geometric: rectangles, linear 
roads

Red, white, brown, gray

Coarse structures with smooth 
surfaces

3. Narrative:
A broad valley with diverse landforms and vegetation surrounded by National Forests. Mixed land ownership 
promotes variable land uses such as ranching. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 11:30

Unit Number: 76

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Mostly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Upper Platte Valley76

Comments:

This beautiful valley has diverse topographic features and vegetation, including hay meadows in the valley 
that add greatly to the scenic quality of the unit.

2

4

2

3.5

4.5

1.5

-0.5

High rolling hills surround scenic valleys

Lush, diverse; significant variety

A few streams

Color variation and contrast

Adjacent National Forests

Not an unusual landscape in southern Wyoming and 
northern Colorado
Minor negative influence

17

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 076—Upper Platte 
Valley

IOP 28. Looking south (IOPD030000103)

IOP 31. Looking southwest (IOPD030000112) 31_SW_UpperPlatteValley_0112.jpg

28_S_UpperPlatteValley_0103.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Steep slopes; prominent, 
rolling hills; deep river 
canyon

Rounded, diagonal; sinuous 
river

Brown soils; gray-brown 
rock outcrops

Medium to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/29/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Prospect Mountain

1. Evaluators:

Clumps, patches; highly 
variable vegetation forms; 
rounded, conical

Rounded, diagonal

Gray-green sage/rabbit brush; 
vibrant green grasses, aspen; 
dark green pinyon/juniper; 
highly varied

Medium to coarse

One primitive two-track road

Linear lines

Gray-brown (soil-color)

Smooth

3. Narrative:
A colorful and very diverse landscape in terms of landform and vegetation. High degree of visual variety. 
Contains Platte River and very steep, forested slopes leading to river. Very colorful landscape. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 10:11

Unit Number: 77

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Mostly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Prospect Mountain77

Comments:

Highly diverse vegetation; interesting, highly variable topography. Beautiful river canyon, high color 
contrast. Pine beetles have killed large portions of pine trees but not affected scenic quality.

3.5

4.5

4

4.5

0

3

0

Deep canyon

Highly diverse vegetation

Platte River

High contrast and variety of color

No effect

Distinctive landscape

None of consequence

19.5

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 077—Prospect 
Mountain

IOP 29. Looking east (IOPD030000106)

IOP 30. Looking southeast (IOPD030000109) 30_SE_ProspectMountain_0109.jpg

29_E_ProspectMountain_0106.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Rugged, rounded, pyramid-
shaped mountains; rolling 
hills, narrow river canyon

Complex: rounded 
diagonals, indistinct

Light brown, gray, gray-
green soil and rock outcrops

Coarse to smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/29/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Bennett Peak

1. Evaluators:

Mixed coniferous, junipers, 
sage; mottled, patchy, 
scattered, low, continuous; 
very diverse forms

Sage is low and horizontal; 
remainder is variable, indistinct

Dark green pinyon/juniper, 
light green aspen, gray-green 
sage/rabbit brush

Medium to coarse

Irrigated fields, roads

Low, horizontal

Light brown road

Smooth

3. Narrative:
A rugged landscape with a prominent peak as the focal point. Platte River bisects the area. Diverse vegetation, 
dramatic landforms, lovely river flowing through the area. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 12:19

Unit Number: 78

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Bennett Peak78

Comments:

The combination of topography, vegetation, water, and color make this an exceptional area.

4

4.5

4

4.5

0

3

0

Dramatic landforms

Diverse vegetation

North Platte River

Soil, rock, vegetation, water

None of note visible from the area

Distinctive but not unique

None of note

20
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SQRU 078—Bennett Peak

IOP 33. Looking northeast (IOPD030000118)

IOP 34. Looking northwest (IOPD030000121) 34_NW_BennettPeak_0121.jpg

33_NE_BennettPeak_0118.jpg



IOP 35. Looking south (IOPD030000124)
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35_S_BennettPeak_0124.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
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tu
re

 

   

Rocky, rolling hills; 
rounded, overlapping hills 
with diagonal slopes

Rounded, diagonal

Gray to brown soil and rock

Medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/5/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Cedar Ridge

1. Evaluators:

Juniper and sage types; 
rounded, clumpy

Rounded

Dark green juniper to gray-
green and light green grasses; 
vibrant green hay meadows

Scattered, uniform juniper; 
evenly distributed sage

Fences, roads

Sinuous, vertical

Brown, light brown

Smooth

3. Narrative:
Conspicuous hills with mixed sagebrush/grass and juniper vegetation. Moderate amount of landform diversity 
and visual variety. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 13:25

Unit Number: 79

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Mostly cloudy, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Cedar Ridge79

Comments:

The combination of landforms, vegetation, and water make this a distinctive area.

3

3

3

3

3.5

1.5

0.5

Rolling hills

Sagebrush/grass, juniper, hay meadows

Not noticeable

Contrast

Medicine Bow National Forest

Interesting area

Beautiful pastoral setting

17.5
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SQRU 079—Cedar Ridge

IOP 42. Looking northeast (IOPD030000145)

IOP 185. Looking southeast (IOPD030000685) 185_SE_CedarRidge_0685.jpg

42_NE_CedarRidge_0145.jpg



IOP 189. Looking north (IOPD030000700)
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189_N_CedarRidge_0700.jpg



Appendix A:  Scenic Quality Ratings • Page A-345

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Sinuous riparian river 
corridor; beautiful, clear 
river

Curvilinear river corridor

Light brown soil, clear water

Smooth texture of river and 
surrounding valley

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/29/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Upper Platte River

1. Evaluators:

Rounded, clumpy willow flat 
surrounding fields

Horizontal, rounded, linear 
clusters of cottonwood

Vibrant green cottonwoods, 
light green willows

Coarse and smooth

Ranch buildings: rectangular 
forms

Geometric, curvilinear roads

White, gray

Smooth texture; coarse 
structures

3. Narrative:
Upper Platte River from Bennett Peak to the Medicine Bow National Forest. Vibrant vegetation. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 13:00

Unit Number: 80

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Mostly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Upper Platte River80

Comments:

A beautiful river valley. The combination of water, surrounding riparian vegetation and well-manicured 
agricultural lands provides a serene, harmonious landscape.

1.5

4.5

3.5

3.5

1

3

0

Low river valley

Diverse, lush variety and contrast

Broad, sinuous, clear river

Vegetation and water

Some positive effect

Distinctive but similar to others

In harmony with setting

17
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SQRU 080—Upper Platte 
River

IOP 36. Looking southwest (IOPD030000127)

IOP 37. Looking northwest (IOPD030000130) 37_NW_UpperPlatteRiver_0130.jpg

36_SW_UpperPlatteRiver_0127.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Deep canyon, steep slopes

Diagonal, rounded

Light brown, gray, buff soil 
and rock outcrops

Coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 7/29/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Encampment River WSA

1. Evaluators:

Clumpy, continuous, conical, 
rounded, diverse

Follows lines in landforms

Various: vivid riparian green, 
gray sage

Medium to coarse

Some houses and buildings

Geometric

White, gray, brown

Smooth surfaces on coarse 
structures

3. Narrative:
Deep river canyon and surrounding rugged mountains. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 15:15

Unit Number: 81

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Encampment River WSA81

Comments:

A Wilderness Study Area surrounding a dramatic river canyon.

3.5

4

4

3.5

0

4

0

Steep canyons, high vertical relief

Diverse vegetation

Encampment River

Contrasting soil, rock, vegetation

None of note

Very distinctive in the region

None of note

19
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SQRU 081—Encampment 
River WSA

IOP 40. Looking southeast (IOPD030000139) 40_SE_EncampmentRiverWSA_0139.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Steep slopes, rounded hills, 
deep drainages

Rounded, diagonal, 
complex; sinuous drainages

Light brown soil

Smooth to medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/5/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Medicine Bow Foothills

1. Evaluators:

Expanses of sage, meadows 
with some clumps and patches 
of mixed aspen, conifers

Follow landforms and drainages

Lush; vibrant green aspen, dark 
green juniper, light green 
grasses, and gray, greenish-
gray sage

Smooth to coarse; high variety

Roads, fences, power lines, 
mostly natural-appearing 
landscapes; some ranches and 
homes

Sinuous, vertical, horizontal

Light tan, brown, white, green, 
gray

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
A foothills-type landscape with fairly rugged terrain; very lush and diverse vegetation, largely natural-
appearing except for intermingled agricultural development. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 14:00

Unit Number: 82

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Mostly cloudy sky, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Medicine Bow Foothills82

Comments:

Lovely foothills circling much of the of the Medicine Bow Mountains, Wyoming's major National Forest. 
They are similar in character all around the fringes of the forest. Characteristics include rugged topography, 
diverse vegetation, and vibrant color.

3.5

4.5

1

4

1.5

3

0

Rugged hills

Lush, diverse vegetation

Small areas, small streams

Vibrant colors

Minor positive influence of mountains and valleys

Distinctive

Neutral

17.5
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SQRU 082—Medicine Bow 
Foothills

IOP 186. Looking northeast (IOPD030000688)

IOP 187. Looking southwest (IOPD030000691) 187_SW_MedicineBowFoothills_0691.jpg

186_NE_MedicineBowFoothills_0688.jpg
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IOP 188. Looking east (IOPD030000697)

IOP 214. Looking southwest (IOPD030009010) 214_SW_MedicineBowFoothills_9010.jpg

188_E_MedicineBowFoothills_0697.jpg
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SQRU 082—Medicine Bow 
Foothills

IOP 215. Looking southwest (IOPD030009019) 215_SW_MedicineBowFoothills_9019.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
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C
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or
 

   

T
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tu
re

 

   

Rough, rounded mountain; 
steep slopes, drainages, long 
ridges, overlapping pyramid 
forms

Rounded, diagonal

Light brown to gray

Coarse to medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/5/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Coad Mountain

1. Evaluators:

Irregular patches of aspen and 
conifer timber; some 
sage/shrub slopes

Patchy, follows landscape lines

Dark green juniper, light green 
aspen, gray-green sage

Coarse to medium

None present

N/A

N/A

N/A

3. Narrative:
Large mountain, rough terrain, deep drainages, diverse timber. Lots of area with sage/shrub vegetation. High 
vertical relief. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 15:00

Unit Number: 83

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Coad Mountain83

Comments:

An imposing mountain mass.

4.5

5

1.5

4.5

1

3.5

0

Large, complex landform

Very lush, diverse

Minor presence

Vivid, dramatic color combinations

Minor positive influence

Dramatic and distinctive

Neutral influence

20
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SQRU 083—Coad 
Mountain

IOP 190. Looking east (IOPD030000703)

IOP 191. Looking south (IOPD030000709)

190_E_CoadMountain_0703.jpg

191_S_CoadMountain_0709.jpg



IOP 192. Looking southwest (IOPD030000715)
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192_SW_CoadMountain_0715.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

High, rounded pyramid 
form; rough terrain; deep 
drainages, overlapping 
pyramids

Diagonals

Gray, light brown

Coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/5/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Elk Mountain

1. Evaluators:

Patchy conifer timber

Follows landform

Dark green pinyon/juniper, 
gray-green sage, light green 
aspen

Coarse to medium

None present

N/A

N/A

N/A

3. Narrative:
Bold mountain. A pyramid form made up of many overlapping pyramid forms. Diverse timber, rock outcrops, 
steep slopes. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 15:30

Unit Number: 84

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Elk Mountain84

Comments:

An imposing mass; the most dramatic visual presence from I-80 corridor in Wyoming, and even moreso 
from Carbon County roads. Appears as a single mountain from I-80; up close a great amount of detail is 
exposed. High-elevation snow visible in August.

4.5

5

1.5

4.5

1

4

0

Dramatic mountain

Lush, diverse, high contrast

Minor positive influence

Vibrant

Minor influence

Very distinctive

None of note

20.5
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SQRU 084—Elk Mountain

IOP 191. Looking northeast (IOPD030000706)

IOP 192. Looking northwest (IOPD030000712)

191_NE_ElkMountain_0706.jpg

192_NW_ElkMountain_0712.jpg



IOP 193. Looking west (IOPD030000721)

IOP 195. Looking south (IOPD030000727)

BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource InventoryPage A-366

193_W_ElkMountain_0721.jpg

195_S_ElkMountain_0727.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Broad, flat agricultural land 
surrounded by rolling hills

Horizontal with some 
rounded and some diagonal

Light brown

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/5/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Upper Medicine Bow Basin

1. Evaluators:

Low, mostly flat with 
deciduous accents; willows, 
cottonwoods; rounded, clumpy

Low, horizontal

Light green grasses and 
willow, dark green riparian, 
gray-green sage

Smooth with coarse accents

Houses, buildings, roads, power 
lines

Geometric

White, brown, gray

Smooth

3. Narrative:
Mostly low, gently rolling hills, much of which consists of irrigated hay meadows. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 16:30

Unit Number: 85

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Upper Medicine Bow Basin85

Comments:

Distinctive agricultural lands surrounded by high mountains. Vibrant colors and adjacent scenery are 
outstanding.

1.5

3.5

1.5

3

4

2

0

Meadows, rolling hills

Lush vegetation

Small streams

Vivid colors, contrast

Dramatic views of Elk, Coad Mountains

Distinctive

None of note

15.5
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SQRU 085—Upper 
Medicine Bow Basin

IOP 192. Looking south (IOPD030000718)

IOP 194. Looking east (IOPD030000724)

192_S_UpperMedicineBowBasin_0718.jpg

194_E_UpperMedicineBowBasin_0724.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in
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C
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or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Dramatic hills and ridges; 
steep slopes, rock outcrops

Diagonal, rounded

Gray, light brown, dark 
brown

Medium to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/17/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Sand Creek Hills

1. Evaluators:

Rounded, clumpy, patchy

Complex, indistinct

Gray sage, dark green pinyon, 
light green grasses

Medium to coarse

Roads and bridges, power lines

Vertical, sinuous

Light brown, gray, brown

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Rough, broken hills with rock outcrops and slightly heavier, more diverse vegetation. Located north of the 
Medicine Bow River and east of Simpson Ridge. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 14:45

Unit Number: 86

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Sand Creek Hills86

Comments:

Considerable visual variety. No single factor is outstanding but the combination of color, vegetation, and 
landforms make it a scenic area.

2.5

3.5

1

3

2

1

0

Rugged terrain

Several vegetation types

Small streams, some intermittent

Soil, rock, and vegetation

Elk Mountain, etc.

Not unusual

No negative influence

13
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SQRU 086—Sand Creek 
Hills 

IOP 225. Looking southeast (IOPD030009065)

IOP 226. Looking north (IOPD030009068)

225_SE_SandCreekHills_9065.jpg

226_N_SandCreekHills_9068.jpg
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IOP 226. Looking southeast (IOPD030009071)

IOP 229. Looking east (IOPD030009080)

226_SE_SandCreekHills_9071.jpg

229_E_SandCreekHills_9080.jpg

IOP 228. Looking southeast (IOPD030009077) 228_SE_SandCreekHills_9077.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
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re

 

   

Low, rolling hills

Horizontal

Light beige, light buff

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/17/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Spade Flats

1. Evaluators:

Low, patchy

Horizontal

Light straw grasses to light 
gray-green sage

Smooth

Roads, power lines, wind 
turbines

Vertical

White, dark brown, light buff

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
An open, rolling landscape. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 14:15

Unit Number: 87

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Spade Flats87

Comments:

Wind turbines, power poles, and railroad are visually dominant.

1.5

3

2

2

2

1

-1

Low, rolling hills

2-3 vegetation types

East Allen Lake

Interesting though not dominant

Elk Mountain, Shirley Mountain, adjacent mountains

Not unusual

Wind turbine

10.5
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SQRU 087—Spade Flats 

IOP 223. Looking west (IOPD030009059)

IOP 224. Looking southwest (IOPD030009062)

223_W_SpadeFlats_9059.jpg

224_SW_SpadeFlats_9062.jpg
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IOP 278. Looking southeast (IOPD030009273) 278_SE_SpadeFlats_9273.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
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e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Linear ridges and low buttes

Rounded and horizontal 
with diagonal slopes

Reds, grays of soils

Medium to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/19/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Slate Ridge

1. Evaluators:

Low sage/grass and rounded 
shrub and juniper, Ponderosa 
pine

Horizontal in drainages

Greenish-gray sage, dark green 
pine

Medium to coarse

Roads, power poles, fences

Vertical

Gray road; brown poles, posts

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
System of parallel ridges within banded rock outcrops, varying from gray to red to beige. Heavy shrub 
vegetation in drainages and on ridges. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 12:00

Unit Number: 88

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Mostly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Slate Ridge88

Comments:

None.

3

3

1

4

0

1

0

Elongated ridges

Heavy shrubs

Little Medicine Bow

Reds and grays

None of note

Not scarce or unusual

Negligible

12
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SQRU 088—Slate Ridge 

IOP 279. Looking northeast (IOPD030009276)

IOP 279. Looking northwest (IOPD030009279) 279_NW_SlateRidge_9279.jpg

279_NE_SlateRidge_9276.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Low, elongated mountain 
range with exposed rims, 
rock outcrops, steep slopes

Mostly horizontal overall 
with diagonal slopes and 
occasional jagged 
ridgelines, rounded hills

Various: gray, light brown, 
red

Medium to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/18/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Freezeout Mountains

1. Evaluators:

Clumpy, patchy

Horizontal in places, elsewhere 
indistinct line

Diverse; gray sage to light 
straw-color grasses to dark 
green conifers

Smooth to coarse

Roads, fences, few ranch 
buildings

Geometric

Various: white, brown

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Diverse topography and vegetation. Lots of area with sagebrush-grass vegetation type. Harsh, dry mountain 
range. A series of sloping mountain masses with exposed rims and dramatic rock outcrops. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 9:09

Unit Number: 89

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Cloudy, windy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Freezeout Mountains89

Comments:

Topography and color are the outstanding attributes of the area. Vegetation is diverse but not outstanding.

4

4

1

5

1

3.5

0.5

Diverse topography, west-facing rims

Somewhat sparse; shrub communities

None visually important

Grays, reds, greens

Vast open space, Shirley Mountains to west

Not unusual but somewhat distinctive

Occasional ranch buildings

19

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 089—Freezeout 
Mountains 

IOP 263. Looking east (IOPD030009216)

IOP 269. Looking southwest (IOPD030009237) 269_SW_FreezeoutMountains_9237.jpg

263_E_FreezeoutMountains_9216.jpg



IOP 275. Looking northwest (IOPD030009261)

IOP 276. Looking southeast (IOPD030009264)

BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource InventoryPage A-386

276_SE_FreezeoutMountains_9264.jpg

275_NW_FreezeoutMountains_9261.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm
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C
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or
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re

 

   

Broad, flat basin; low hills

Horizontal, slightly concave

Beige to light tan

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/18/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Muddy Creek Flats

1. Evaluators:

Low sage, grass; also 
greasewood flats

Horizontal

Light beige to light tan grasses; 
gray-green sage

Smooth

Roads

Sinuous roads

Light tan (soil-colored)

Smooth

3. Narrative:
A broad, open basin ringed by a rim on the north and the Shirley and Freezeout Mountains on the south. 
Relatively low visual variety. 

CBrandt  JLien  GLong

Time (24hr format): 17:00

Unit Number: 90

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Mostly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Muddy Creek Flats90

Comments:

Broad, flat basin, minimal visual variety

2

2

1

2

3

1

0

Low, gently rolling

Mostly sagebrush-grass

Reservoirs

Subtle color variation

Adjacent mountains

Not scarce or unusual

None of note

11
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SQRU 090—Muddy Creek 
Flats 

IOP 262. Looking north (IOPD030009213)

IOP 264. Looking northwest (IOPD030009219) 264_NW_MuddyCreekFlats_9219.jpg

262_N_MuddyCreekFlats_9213.jpg



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource InventoryPage A-390

IOP 268. Looking northeast (IOPD030009234)

IOP 270. Looking north (IOPD030009240) 270_N_MuddyCreekFlats_9240.jpg

268_NE_MuddyCreekFlats_9234.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm
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or
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re

 

   

Low, rolling hills

Horizontal

Light brown soils

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/19/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Shirley Basin

1. Evaluators:

Low, short-grass prairie; low 
sage

Horizontal

Light straw grasses, light 
greenish-gray sage

Smooth

Roads, poles, fences

Vertical, horizontal fences

Brown, gray

Smooth

3. Narrative:
Vast, open rangeland, short-grass prairie with minimal visual variety. Subtle variation in landform and 
vegetation; modest adjacent scenery. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 13:00

Unit Number: 91

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Shirley Basin91

Comments:

The scenic beauty of this area is a function of its vastness and overall natural appearance.

1.5

1.5

0

1.5

2

1.5

0

Low, rolling hills

Appearance of a short-grass prairie

None visible

Muted tones

Minor influence

Not scarce or unusual

None of note

8
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SQRU 091—Shirley Basin 

IOP 280. Looking east (IOPD030009282)

IOP 281. Looking southwest (IOPD030009285) 281_SW_ShirleyBasin_9285.jpg

280_E_ShirleyBasin_9282.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Basin surrounded by eroded 
rims, steep slopes, rolling 
hills

Broken diagonals; rounded, 
horizontal

White, brown, light tan, gray

Coarse margins of basin; 
medium center and bottom 
of basin

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/18/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Bates Hole

1. Evaluators:

Rounded, patchy

Follows landforms; somewhat 
horizontal

Light greenish-gray sage; dark 
green patches of 
pinyon/juniper, light straw-
color grasses

Coarse to smooth

Ranch buildings, roads, fences, 
power lines

Geometric lines and forms

Various: gray, white, green

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
A distinct basin surrounded by dramatic eroded rims. Margins of  basin show eroded cliffs and a combination 
of juniper and limber pine. Lower levels - eroded, rolling hills and greasewood flats. Lots of sagebrush. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 18:45

Unit Number: 92

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Cloudy, partly sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Bates Hole92

Comments:

An eroded landscape with dramatic landforms all around the rim. Exhibits high contrast between soil, rock, 
and vegetation.

3.5

3

1

3.5

0

3

-0.5

Dramatic landforms ring the basin

Several vegetation types

Minor feature

Contrast between soil, rock, and vegetation

None seen

Distinctive landscape

Human activity

13.5
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SQRU 092—Bates Hole 

IOP 266. Looking north (IOPD030009228)

IOP 267. Looking northwest (IOPD030009231) 267_NW_BatesHole_9231.jpg

266_N_BatesHole_9228.jpg
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IOP 284. Looking northeast (IOPD030009294)

IOP 285. Looking east (IOPD030009297) 285_E_BatesHole_9297.jpg

284_NE_BatesHole_9294.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
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C
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or
 

   

T
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tu
re

 

   

Elongated basin; low, 
rolling hills, minor drainages

Mostly a horizontal 
landscape

Light brown to light tan soils

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/19/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: North of Moss Agate Ridge

1. Evaluators:

Low, flat, slightly patchy as 
sage-grass varies

Horizontal

Light greenish-gray sage and 
grasses

Smooth

Fences, roads

Vertical poles, meandering or 
sinuous roads

Brown to gray, light tan

Smooth, even texture

3. Narrative:
An open, gently rolling landscape with a long, low, horizontal ridge on the north side. Mostly sagebrush/grass-
type vegetation. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 13:30

Unit Number: 93

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

North of Moss Agate Ridge93

Comments:

A northerly extension of the Shirley Basin. A similar landscape but with more topographic diversity.

2.5

2

0.5

2

1

1

0

Rolling hills

Sagebrush-grass

Little Medicine Bow River

Light straw color and greenish-gray

Mountains in the distance

Not scarce in the Wyoming Basin

None of importance

9
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SQRU 093—North of Moss 
Agate Ridge 

IOP 286. Looking south (IOPD030009300)

IOP 287. Looking southeast (IOPD030009303) 287_SE_NorthMossAgateRidge_9303.jpg

286_S_NorthMossAgateRidge_9300.jpg
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IOP 288. Looking north (IOPD030009306) 288_N_NorthMossAgateRidge_9306.jpg



Appendix A:  Scenic Quality Ratings • Page A-403

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex
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re

 

   

Rounded hills; deep hole 
with flat lake

Rounded, mostly horizontal 
and diagonal

Light brown to light gray 
soils; blue water

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/19/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Mines

1. Evaluators:

Smooth grass

Horizontal

Light green grasses

Smooth

Roads, fences

Vertical and sinuous roads

Light tan roads, brown poles

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Reclaimed uranium mine area. Rounded, rolling hills surrounding a deep hole and lake. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 13:15

Unit Number: 94

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Mines94

Comments:

Reclaimed uranium mine. Good job but lacking in natural appearance of surrounding landscape.

2

1

1.5

1

1

1

-1

Rolling hills

Grass

Lake at bottom of pit

Muted tones

Mountains in distance

Not scarce

Unnatural appearance

6.5

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 094—Mines 

IOP 282. Looking southeast (IOPD030009288) 282_SE_Mines_9288.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex
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re

 

   

Vast, flat landscape

Strongly horizontal 
landscape

Light gray to light beige soils

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/19/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Little Medicine Bow River

1. Evaluators:

Low, short-grass prairie; 
occasional patches of sage and 
other shrubs

Horizontal

Light straw-color grasses, 
some gray-green sage

Smooth

Wind turbines, roads, fences

Vertical turbines and fences

White turbines, brown fences

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
A vast landscape with gently rolling hills; low, continuous grass-type vegetation. Lacks visual variety. Wind 
farm noted near Highway 487. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 9:48

Unit Number: 95

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Cloudy, windy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Little Medicine Bow River95

Comments:

Interesting, vast landscape but lacking in visual variety.

1.5

2

0

2

1

1

0

Low, rolling hills

Sagebrush-grass

Limited

Sagebrush-grass

Laramie Range to north

Not unusual or uncommon

Occasional ranch buildings

7.5
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SQRU 095—Little Medicine 
Bow River 

IOP 271. Looking east (IOPD030009246)

IOP 272. Looking northeast (IOPD030009249) 272_NE_LittleMedicineBowRiver_9249.jpg

271_E_LittleMedicineBowRiver_9246.jpg
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IOP 272. Looking south (IOPD030009252)

IOP 292. Looking south (IOPD030009321) 292_S_LittleMedicineBowRiver_9321.jpg

272_S_LittleMedicineBowRiver_9252.jpg
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SQRU 095—Little Medicine 
Bow River 

IOP 294. Looking southeast (IOPD030009330)

IOP 296. Looking northwest (IOPD030009336) 296_NW_LittleMedicineBowRiver_9336.jpg

294_SE_LittleMedicineBowRiver_9330.jpg
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IOP 297. Looking north (IOPD030009339) 297_N_LittleMedicineBowRiver_9339.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Abrupt, rolling hills; deep 
drainages, rugged 
topography, meadows

Rounded, diagonal slopes

White, red, gray, light 
brown soils

Medium to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/19/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Cameron Pass

1. Evaluators:

Mixed: rounded juniper, limber 
pine, shrub/grass; patchy, 
Ponderosa pine; riparian

Somewhat horizontal but 
mostly indistinct

Light greenish-gray sage to 
dark green conifers; vibrant 
green riparian grasses, lighter 
willows

Smooth to coarse

Roads, farm and ranch 
buildings; geometric forms

Geometric; horizontal and 
vertical

Gray, white, beige, red

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Rugged granite mountains and lush meadows; scattered vegetation, mixed conifers, juniper, sage-grass. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 15:20

Unit Number: 96

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Cameron Pass96

Comments:

Beautiful setting. Rugged foothills of the Laramie Mountains.

4

4

1.5

3

0

1

0.5

Rugged, diverse topography

Diverse

Streams

Soil, rock, and vegetation

None of note

Distinctive but not unusual

Meadows add color, vibrancy

14

SQRU Locator    IOP Location
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SQRU 096—Cameron Pass 

IOP 290. Looking north (IOPD030009312)

IOP 291. Looking northeast (IOPD030009315) 291_NE_CameronPass_9315.jpg

290_N_CameronPass_9312.jpg
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IOP 291. Looking southwest (IOPD030009318) 291_SW_CameronPass_9318.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
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re

 

   

Gentle valley bottom; 
concave

Rounded, diagonal, 
horizontal

Light brown soils

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/20/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: North Laramie River

1. Evaluators:

Low, flat, rounded, and clumpy 
cottonwood, willows

Undulating, horizontal

Green riparian vegetation to 
vibrant green grasses and fields

Coarse to smooth

Houses and ranch buildings

Geometric

Gray, brown, beige, green, white

Smooth

3. Narrative:
Fairly narrow drainage with vibrant riparian vegetation. Notable color and water feature. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 12:30

Unit Number: 97

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

North Laramie River97

Comments:

Notable color and water feature.

1.5

4

3

3

1

3

-0.5

Valley bottom

Diverse, lush

North Laramie River

Vibrant

None of great note

Distinctive

Ranch activity

15
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SQRU 097—North Laramie 
River 

IOP 293. Looking east (IOPD030009324)

IOP 293. Looking west (IOPD030009327) 293_W_NorthLaramieRiver_9327.jpg

293_E_NorthLaramieRiver_9324.jpg
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IOP 307. Looking west (IOPD030009375) 307_W_NorthLaramieRiver_9375.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Deep, steep-walled canyon, 
rock outcrops, steep slopes, 
overlapping pyramid forms

Diagonals dominate

Gray-appearing soils and 
rock

Coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/20/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: North Laramie Canyon

1. Evaluators:

Rounded, patchy, continuous 
shrubs on walls; narrow 
riparian zone

Diagonals following landform

Gray sage to green grasses, 
dark green pinyon/juniper

Medium to coarse

Minimal: hay bunks

Horizontal

Gray

Smooth

3. Narrative:
Deep, natural-appearing canyon with rapid, clear stream. Rocky canyon, steep slopes, very rugged 
appearance. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 12:45

Unit Number: 98

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

North Laramie Canyon98

Comments:

Rugged canyon, notable vegetation and color. Dominant water feature.

4.5

4.5

4

4

0

3

0

Rugged canyon

Juniper, pine, sage-grass; narrow riparian zone

North Laramie River

Grays to vibrant green

None visible

Very distinctive

None of note

20
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SQRU 098—North Laramie 
Canyon

IOP 308. Looking northeast (IOPD030009378) 308_NE_NorthLaramieCanyon_9378.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Distinct, rounded, rocky 
hills; rock outcrops

Rounded, horizontal, jagged

Gray to light tan and reddish 
soils

Medium to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/20/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Transitional Foothills

1. Evaluators:

Rounded, patchy, clumpy, 
scattered

Horizontal alignment of stands 
of timber, sage/grass

Light grayish-green sage, dark 
green pines, straw-color grasses

Smooth to coarse

Ranch houses, roads, power 
lines

Geometric

Tan, red, brown, gray

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Rough, broken topography interspersed with even, smooth ground, rock outcrops, and meadows. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 11:45

Unit Number: 99

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Transitional Foothills99

Comments:

An area that transitions between the open plains of the Laramie Basin and the higher Laramie Mountains.

3.5

3.5

1

4

1

3

0

Rugged, distinct hills

Limber pine, grass

Small creeks, reservoirs

Contrast between vegetation and rock

Not readily visible

Distinctive

None that are not compatible

16
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SQRU 099—Transitional 
Foothills

IOP 304 Looking north (IOPD030009366)

IOP 305. Looking north (IOPD030009369) 305_N_TransitionalFoothills_9369.jpg

304_N_TransitionalFoothills_9366.jpg
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IOP 306. Looking east (IOPD030009372) 306_E_TransitionalFoothills_9372.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Low, flat valley

Horizontal

Light brown soils

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/20/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Davidson Flats

1. Evaluators:

Smooth, low grass

Horizontal

Light straw-color grasses

Smooth

Occasional ranch buildings, 
roads

Geometric

Beige, gray, light brown

Smooth

3. Narrative:
Long, narrow valley between low, rugged mountains. Lush, tall grass. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 13:04

Unit Number: 100

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Davidson Flats100

Comments:

Adjacent scenery greatly enhances scenic quality.

1.5

2

1

2

4

3

0

Scenic valley

Tall grass

Occasional reservoirs, streams

Contrast between rocks, vegetation

Adjacent mountains

Distinctive area

None of note

13.5
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SQRU 100—Davidson Flats

IOP 309. Looking southeast (IOPD030009384) 309_SE_DavidsonFlats_9384.jpg



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource InventoryPage A-432

Th is page intentionally left blank.



Appendix A:  Scenic Quality Ratings • Page A-433

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Rugged, rocky hills, rock 
outcrops, broken topography

Jagged, rounded horizontal

Pink granite, brown soil

Coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/20/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Habitat Management Area

1. Evaluators:

Mixed sage-grass, conifer, 
rounded, patchy

Irregular, indistinct

Light straw-color grasses to 
dark green pinyon/juniper; 
some gray-green sage

Smooth to coarse

Ranch buildings, geometric 
forms

Horizontal, vertical

White, red, gray, brown roads; 
light tan to gray

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Very rugged topography dominated by landforms and rock outcrops. Dramatic, rugged landscape. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 13:15

Unit Number: 101

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Habitat Management Area101

Comments:

As dramatic landforms as the inventory team has seen in the Field Office. Diverse vegetation and very 
distinctive landscape.

5

4.5

0.5

5

1

4

0

Rugged topography

Sage-grass meadows, pine

Occasional small creeks

Gray to green theme

Laramie Peak environs, but not generally visible

Very distinctive landscape

None of note

20
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SQRU 101—Habitat 
Management Area

IOP 310. Looking north (IOPD030009387)

IOP 311. Looking north (IOPD030009390) 311_N_HabitatMangementArea_9390.jpg

310_N_HabitatManagementArea_9387.jpg



IOP 313. Looking south (IOPD030009399)
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313_S_HabitatMangementArea_9399.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Narrow canyon, steep 
slopes, dramatic rock 
outcrops

Jagged, indistinct

Pink granite, brown soil

Coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/20/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Laramie River

1. Evaluators:

Lush, rounded, clumpy, patchy, 
lush riparian vegetation

Indistinct

Vibrant green riparian 
vegetation, dark green pinyon, 
straw-color grasses

Smooth to coarse

Sinuous ponds, bridge crossing

Straight, horizontal

Gray, silver bridge crossing; 
soil color roads

Smooth

3. Narrative:
Deep, very rugged canyon, steep slopes. Lush vegetation. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 14:00

Unit Number: 102

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Laramie River102

Comments:

Rugged canyon with lush vegetation and notable rock outcrops.

4.5

4.5

3

4

0

4

0

Rugged canyon

Diverse, lush

Laramie River

Vibrant, contrast

None visible

Very distinctive

None of note

20
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SQRU 102—Laramie River

IOP 312. Looking north (IOPD030009396)

IOP 312. Looking south (IOPD030009393) 312_S_LaramieRiver_9393.jpg

312_N_LaramieRiver_9396.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Narrow canyon, steep 
slopes, rock outcrops

Diagonal

Brown to reddish-brown 
granite

Coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/20/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Halleck Canyon

1. Evaluators:

Rounded, clumpy in bottom, 
low and continuous slopes

Rounded, diagonal, indistinct

Vibrant green willow and 
cottonwood, greenish-gray 
grasses and sage

Coarse in bottom, smooth on 
slopes

Geometric houses

Horizontal and vertical

White, gray, brown

Smooth

3. Narrative:
Narrow canyon, steep slopes, and a lush riparian ribbon in the bottom. The stream is occasionally noticeable. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 14:30

Unit Number: 103

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Halleck Canyon103

Comments:

The landform and vegetation elements are outstanding.

3.5

3.5

1

3

0

3

-1

Deep, narrow canyon

Lush riparian vegetation

Occasionally seen

Vibrant greens

None visible

Distinctive

Human development

13
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SQRU 103—Halleck 
Canyon

IOP 314. Looking east (IOPD030009402) 314_E_HalleckCanyon_9402.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Massive pyramid-shaped 
mountains, rock outcrops, 
rounded hills

Complex diagonals, rounded 
lines

Pink, gray, brown

Coarse to medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/20/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Poe Mountain

1. Evaluators:

Scattered, rounded forms

Complex, indistinct

Dark green conifers, greenish-
gray sage, vibrant green aspen 
pockets

Smooth

Geometric ranch buildings

Horizontal, vertical

Beige, green, brown, gray

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Rugged hills and mountains with large granite outcrops. Scattered juniper and pine. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 15:00

Unit Number: 104

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Poe Mountain104

Comments:

Distinctive landscape.

3.5

3

0

3

1

3

0

Rugged hills, mountains

Diverse vegetation

None readily visible

Vegetation, landforms

None of great influence

Distinctive area

Not applicable

13.5
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SQRU 104—Poe Mountain

IOP 315. Looking northwest (IOPD030009405) 315_NW_PoeMountain_9405.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Narrow canyon, moderately 
steep rocky walls

Diagonals

Gray, brown, reddish-brown

Medium to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/20/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Sybille Canyon

1. Evaluators:

Lush riparian: rounded, 
clumpy. Canyon walls: sage-
grass/shrub

Rounded, diagonal

Vibrant green grasses, light 
greenish-gray sage, yellow-
green rabbit brush

Coarse, smooth

Buildings, geometric forms

Vertical, horizontal

White, green, brown, gray

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Notable canyon for its vibrant color, presence of water, and diverse vegetation. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 15:10

Unit Number: 105

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Sybille Canyon105

Comments:

The water feature is present but not seen most of the time. Distinctive area.

3

3

0.5

3

0

3

-0.5

Rugged, distinctive

Lush, vegetation variety

Occasionally seen

Vibrant vegetation

None visible

Distinctive

Minor negative influence

12
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SQRU 105—Sybille Canyon

IOP 316. Looking east (IOPD030009408)

IOP 321. Looking east (IOPD030009429) 321_E_SybilleCanyon_9429.jpg

316_E_SybilleCanyon_9408.jpg
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IOP 321. Looking north (IOPD030009432) 321_N_SybilleCanyon_9432.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Rounded hills; low, pyramid-
shaped forms

Complex overlapping 
diagonals

Gray rock and gray-brown 
soil

Medium to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/20/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Middle Sybille Creek

1. Evaluators:

Patchy, clumpy shrubs and 
juniper; low, continuous grass 
and sage

Indistinct, complex

Gray, gray-green sage, straw-
color grasses

Medium to coarse

Fences, roads

Vertical, sinuous

Brown, gray

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Fairly substantial topographic and vegetative diversity, as well as the presence of water, offers visual variety. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 15:30

Unit Number: 106

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Middle Sybille Creek106

Comments:

Interesting landscape.

3

3.5

0.5

3

0

2

0

Rugged features, steep slopes

Several vegetation types

Occasionally seen

Diverse and vibrant color

None of note

Interesting, somewhat distinctive

None that is visually significant

12
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SQRU 106—Middle Sybille 
Creek

IOP 317. Looking south (IOPD030009411)

IOP 318. Looking north (IOPD030009414) 318_N_MiddleSybilleCreek_9414.jpg

317_S_MiddleSybilleCreek_9411.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Low, rolling hills; subtle 
surface variation

Horizontal

Light brown to buff-colored 
soil

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/17/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Foote Creek Basin

1. Evaluators:

Low, short-grass prairie

Horizontal

Light straw color grasses, light 
gray-green sage and rabbit 
brush

Smooth

Roads, power lines, fences

Meandering vertical

Light tan to buff, brown, gray

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
A broad, open landscape with rolling hills. Generally lacking in visual variety. Surrounded by more scenic 
areas. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 13:00

Unit Number: 107

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Foote Creek Basin107

Comments:

Low, rolling hills, somewhat lacking in visual variety and distinctiveness.

2

1.5

0

2

2

1

0

Rolling hills

Low, mostly sage-grass

No water visible

Somewhat muted tones

Vast, open space, mountain ranges

Not unusual

Neutral

8.5
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SQRU 107—Foote Creek 
Basin

IOP 219. Looking southeast (IOPD030009046)

IOP 221. Looking northeast (IOPD030009053) 221_NE_FooteCreekBasin_9053.jpg

219_SE_FooteCreekBasin_9046.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Prominent, elongated ridge; 
fairly steep slopes

Horizontal ridge top and 
diagonal slopes

Light brown, light beige

Smooth to medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/17/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Foote Creek Rim

1. Evaluators:

Clumpy, patchy shrub, grass, 
aspen

Follows landform

Light straw grasses, light 
grayish-green sage, green aspen

Smooth to coarse

Wind turbines

Vertical

White

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Elongated ridge. Visually prominent wind farm dominates the viewshed. Density of development creates an 
industrialized feel to the landscape. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 11:50

Unit Number: 108

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Foote Creek Rim108

Comments:

Wind turbines dominate the view, particularly from Highway 13, giving the area the appearance of 
industrial development.

2

3

0

3

3

1

-2

Elongated ridge

Sage/grass and heavy shrubs

None noted

Distinct on east side of rim

Mountains, plains

Interesting

Wind turbines

10
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SQRU 108—Foote Creek  
Rim

IOP 216. Looking west (IOPD030009025)

IOP 218. Looking northeast (IOPD030009040) 218_NE_FooteCreekRim_9040.jpg

216_W_FooteCreekRim_9025.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Alluvial valley; flat to 
gently rolling

Horizontal

Light brown soils

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/17/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Rock Creek

1. Evaluators:

Flat and continuous to clumpy 
and rounded

Horizontal to rounded and 
somewhat irregular

Dark green riparian trees to 
straw color grasses

Smooth to coarse

Buildings, roads, power lines, 
geometric forms

Vertical and horizontal

Beige, green, white, gray, red

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Riparian valley with extensive cottonwood/willow/aspen riparian vegetation. Valley character is dominated 
by the presence of irrigated agriculture. Minimal BLM land in this unit. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 11:45

Unit Number: 109

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Rock Creek109

Comments:

An irrigated valley. Also has well-developed riparian vegetation and extensive cottonwoods, particularly 
between Rock River and the Medicine Bow National Forest.

1.5

3

1

3

2.5

2

-1

Low, flat valley

Vibrant; trees and meadows

Somewhat visible

Vibrant colors

Mountain ranges

Somewhat distinctive

Somewhat natural character

12
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SQRU 109—Rock Creek

IOP 216. Looking southeast (IOPD030009022)

IOP 298. Looking south (IOPD030009342) 298_S_RockCreek_9342.jpg

216_SE_RockCreek_9022.jpg
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IOP 298. Looking north (IOPD030009345)

IOP 299. Looking northeast (IOPD030009348) 299_NE_RockCreek_9348.jpg

298_N_RockCreek_9345.jpg
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SQRU 109—Rock Creek

IOP 300. Looking south (IOPD030009351) 300_S_RockCreek_9351.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Elongated, rocky ridges; 
rock outcrops

Horizontal alignment

Light beige to light gray 
with chalk white spots

Medium to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/19/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Pine Ridge

1. Evaluators:

Rounded, clumpy Ponderosa 
pine and shrubs

Horizontally aligned, vertical 
trees

Dark green conifers to gray 
sage

Scattered, clustered

Railroad tracks

Horizontal

Dark gray

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Linear ridges with north-facing rock outcrops. Distinct Ponderosa pine. Railroad runs along north side. 
Noticeable excavation for railroad. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 18:00

Unit Number: 110

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Pine Ridge110

Comments:

None.

3

3

0

3

1

2

-0.5

Rock outcrops, cliffs

Ponderosa pine, shrub community

None

Interesting color combination

Open plains, mountains

Interesting but not unique

Railroad and excavation

11.5

SQRU Locator    IOP Location

Page A-472



Appendix A:  Scenic Quality Ratings • Page A-473

SQRU 110—Pine Ridge

IOP 301. Looking south (IOPD030009354) 301_S_PineRidge_0354.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Gentle, rolling hills and low 
mesas

Horizontal landscape

Light brown to buff

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/17/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Laramie Plains

1. Evaluators:

Low; mostly short-grass prairie

Horizontal

Seasonal variation; light green 
to faded straw grasses

Smooth

Occasional farm and ranch 
buildings, fences, power lines, 
roads

Vertical, horizontal

Various: whites, red, gray, 
brown

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Broad, open landscape. Subtle surface variation, some scattered lakes and reservoirs. Occasional low mesas; 
occasional riparian vegetation. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 11:25

Unit Number: 111

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Laramie Plains111

Comments:

The Laramie Plains are a wide-open space with fairly minimal visual variety. Lots of scattered lakes and 
ponds which are not very visible except at close range.

1.5

1.5

2

2

2

1

0

Wide-open space

Low sage/grass

Scattered lakes

Not vibrant

Adjacent mountains

Not scarce

Overall natural appearance

10

SQRU Locator    IOP Location

Page A-476



Appendix A:  Scenic Quality Ratings • Page A-477

SQRU 111—Laramie Plains

IOP 211. Looking north (IOPD030009001)

IOP 302. Looking northeast (IOPD030009357) 302_NE_LaramiePlains_9357.jpg

211_N_LaramiePlains_9001.jpg



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource InventoryPage A-478

IOP 327. Looking north (IOPD030009456)

IOP 320. Looking northwest (IOPD030009426) 320_NW_LaramiePlains_9426.jpg

327_N_LaramiePlains_9456.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
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C
ol

or
 

   

T
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re

 

   

Flat

Horizontal

Light brown

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/17/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Laramie Irrigated Agricultural Lands

1. Evaluators:

Low, flat hay meadows and 
low, clumpy willows

Horizontal

Light green grass fields with 
seasonal variation; some salt 
brush

Smooth

Geometric farm buildings, 
poles, fences

Horizontal, vertical

White, red, brown, gray

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Irrigated agricultural land dominated by hay fields. Low, flat, horizontal terrain. Buildings (ranches) 
noticeable. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 10:32

Unit Number: 112

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Laramie Irrigated Agricultural Lands112

Comments:

Vegetation, color (especially in summer), and adjacent scenery contribute to scenic value of the area. The 
addition of more vibrant color adds to the scenic quality.

1.5

3.5

2

3

3

1

-2

Flat with subtle variation

Vibrant hay meadows and some riparian vegetation

Lakes, reservoirs, creeks

Vibrant greens

Medicine Bow Mountains, Laramie Range

Not unusual

Landscape somewhat modified

12
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SQRU 112—Laramie 
Irrigated Agricultural Lands

IOP 212. Looking southwest (IOPD030009004)

IOP 213. Looking southwest (IOPD030009007) 213_SW_LaramieIrrigatedAgricultural_9007.jpg

212_SW_LaramieIrrigatedAgricultural_9004.jpg
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IOP 326. Looking southeast (IOPD030009450) 326_SE_LaramieIrrigatedAgricultural_9450.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Sinuous river corridor; 
meandering

Horizontal and curvilinear

Brown soil, gray-brown 
canyon walls

Smooth to medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/20/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Big Laramie River

1. Evaluators:

Lush riparian vegetation; 
clumpy, rounded

Meandering

Dark green trees, greenish-gray 
sage, vivid green riparian 
vegetation

Coarse to medium

Residences, fields

Geometric

White, brown, black, gray

Smooth

3. Narrative:
Lush river valley, extensive cottonwoods and other riparian vegetation; dominant water feature. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 17:40

Unit Number: 113

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Big Laramie River113

Comments:

Very scenic river valley. Great vegetation, water, color, and adjacent scenery.

2

4

4

4

4

3

-1

River valley

Riparian vegetation

Big Laramie River

Vibrant colors

National Forest and Jelm Mountain

Very distinctive

Minor detraction from natural character

20
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SQRU 113—Big Laramie 
River

IOP 323. Looking northwest (IOPD030009438) 323_NW_BigLaramieRiver_9438.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Large, rounded mountain 
mass; low, pyramid-shaped 
forms, overlapping

Rounded and diagonal lines

Light brown, dark brown, 
tan, gray, pinkish

Medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/20/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Jelm Mountain

1. Evaluators:

Patchy conifers, continuous 
shrub community

Diagonal conifers, indistinct 
shrub

Dark green conifers, greenish-
gray sage, faded straw grasses

Scattered

Observatory, power poles

Rounded, vertical

Silver, brown

Smooth

3. Narrative:
Visually dominant mountain mass. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 18:00

Unit Number: 114

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Jelm Mountain114

Comments:

Visually dominant area.

4

3.5

0

3.5

2

3

0

Visually dominant mountain

Diverse

No water

Vibrant colors

River valley, National Forest

A distinctive area

Setting-appropriate human development

16
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SQRU 114—Jelm Mountain

IOP 322. Looking south (IOPD030009435)

IOP 324. Looking north (IOPD030009441) 324_N_JelmMountain_9441.jpg

322_S_JelmMountain_9435.jpg
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IOP 324. Looking northwest (IOPD030009444)

IOP 325. Looking north (IOPD030009447) 325_N_JelmMountain_9447.jpg

324_NW_JelmMountain_9444.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Elongated mountain range; 
rounded, rugged topography

Horizontal with rounded and 
diagonal lines

Gray with pink granite areas

Medium to coarse surface

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/20/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Boulder Ridge

1. Evaluators:

Ponderosa pine, sage-grass

Elongated, horizontal, locally 
indistinct

Dark green conifers, gray-
green shrubs

Medium to coarse

Occasional ranch buildings

Geometric: horizontal, vertical

Gray, white, brown, red, green

Smooth

3. Narrative:
Fairly rugged, low mountains along the southern border of Albany County. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 19:00

Unit Number: 115

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Boulder Ridge115

Comments:

Long, low, horizontal mountain range with fairly rugged surface and heavy forest cover. Fairly distinctive 
landscape.

3

3

0

3

1

3

0

Rugged topography

Conifers, shrubs

None visually apparent

Vegetation and soil/rock contrast

Open plains

Distinctive landscape

None of visual importance

13
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SQRU 115—Boulder Ridge

IOP 327. Looking south (IOPD030009453) 327_S_BoulderRidge_9453.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Sloping face of mountain 
range; rounded, diagonal 
slopes; somewhat pyramidal

Diagonal slopes, undulating 
ridgeline

White to gray, beige; some 
pink and reddish tones

Medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/20/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Laramie Mountain Front

1. Evaluators:

Heavy shrub, sage-grass; low, 
continuous; some meadows

Rounded, diagonal

Dark green pinyon/juniper; 
gray, greenish-gray sage and 
grasses

Smooth to medium

Fences, power poles

Vertical

Brown

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Mountain front. Contains numerous drainages and canyons. Slopes toward Laramie Plains. Mostly shrub and 
scattered conifer vegetation. 

CBrandt  GLong

Time (24hr format): 16:00

Unit Number: 116

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Laramie Mountain Front116

Comments:

The visual backdrop for the eastern side of the Laramie Plains

3

3

0

3

1

3

0

Notable topographic features, steep slopes

Diverse; conifers, shrubs

None visible

Contrast, variety

Laramie Plains

Distinctive landscape

None of significance

13
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SQRU 116—Laramie 
Mountain Front

IOP 320. Looking southeast (IOPD030009423)

IOP 329. Looking east (IOPD030009462) 329_E_LaramieMountainFront_9462.jpg

320_SE_LaramieMountainFront_9423.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
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e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Rolling hills, rocky terrain

Rounded; overall a mostly 
horizontal landscape

Light pink to gray and brown

Smooth, medium and 
coarse, fairly diverse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/24/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Laramie Mountain Range

1. Evaluators:

Scattered, rounded pine; shrubs 
and grass

Horizontal

Dark green, light straw, gray

Smooth to coarse

Roads

Sinuous, meandering

Light brown to light faded pink

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Laramie Mountain Range in Albany and Laramie Counties from the Colorado border north to the northern 
part of Albany County. Rolling hills, rocky terrain, very scattered pine, grass, and shrubs; small drainages, 
meadows. 

GLong

Time (24hr format): 15:00

Unit Number: 117

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Laramie Mountain Range117

Comments:

Lush-appearing in spring and early summer; contrast between vegetation, soil, and rock. Limited public 
access except for main county roads.

2.5

2.5

1

3

0

3

0

Rolling hills

Shrubs, grass, scattered pine

Small streams

Vegetation, meadows, granite

None of note

Distinctive landscape

None of note

12
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SQRU 117—Laramie 
Mountain Range

IOP 319. Looking southwest (IOPD030009420) 319_SW_LaramieMountainRange_9420.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Distinctive rounded 
mountains; elongated ridges, 
rock outcrops rolling hills

Rounded, diagonal, 
horizontal

Gray, pink, deep red

Medium to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/24/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Iron Mountain

1. Evaluators:

Clumpy, clustered

Rounded, indistinct

Gray, green, light straw color

Stippled, scattered, smooth, 
medium, coarse

Roads, fences, power lines

Sinuous, vertical

Gray, brown

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Distinctive, colorful mountain masses; rounded forms, elongated ridges, notable rock outcrops. Scattered, 
occasionally sparse vegetative cover. 

GLong

Time (24hr format): 14:00

Unit Number: 118

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Clear sky



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Iron Mountain118

Comments:

Distinctive landforms combine with dramatic colors and interesting vegetation to create a scenic landscape. 
Boldly stands out and appears very distinctive relative to surroundings. Access limited to a short county 
road.

3.5

3.5

1

4

0

3

0

Distinctive landforms

Diverse

Chugwater Creek

Distinctive colors and contrast

None of note

Distinctive landscape

None of note

15
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SQRU 118—Iron Mountain

IOP 337. Looking north (IOPD030008022) 337_N_IronMountain_8022.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Concave valley; low, rolling 
hills, rocky rims

Concave, horizontal

Mostly light brown to light 
gray

Smooth to medium

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/24/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Horse Creek

1. Evaluators:

Low grass, valley ringed by 
shrubs

Horizontal

Light straw and gray shrubs

Smooth to medium

Ranch buildings, railroad, 
power lines, houses, roads: 
geometric forms

Vertical, horizontal, sinuous

Brown, gray, beige, white

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
A valley that lies between open plains and the more rugged Laramie Range. Scenic valley with rock outcrops 
and rims. 

GLong

Time (24hr format): 12:00

Unit Number: 119

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy, sunny



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Horse Creek119

Comments:

Attractive valley; adjacent scenery enhances scenic quality. Access limited to state highway.

2

2.5

0.5

2

3

2

0

Valleys

Natural vegetation and hay meadows

Minor creeks and drainages

Some contrast

Minor positive influence

Interesting landscape

Modifications are setting-appropriate

12
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SQRU 119—Horse Creek

IOP 338. Looking east (IOPD030008025)

IOP 339. Looking east (IOPD030008028) 339_E_HorseCreek_8028.jpg

338_E_HorseCreek_8025.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Rolling hills, distinct 
drainages, rock outcrops

Rounded, diagonal, complex

Light pink, gray, brown

Medium to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/24/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Lodgepole Creeks

1. Evaluators:

Rounded and clumpy; also 
smooth, low, uniform

Rounded, somewhat horizontal

Dark green, gray, light straw 
color

Smooth to coarse

Roads

Sinuous

Gray

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Distinct rolling hills and Ponderosa pine forest; distinctive drainages with riparian vegetation. Granite 
outcrops. 

GLong

Time (24hr format): 10:00

Unit Number: 120

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Lodgepole Creeks120

Comments:

Landscape typical of the Laramie Range. Granitic soils, granite rock outcrops, and a Ponderosa pine forest. 
Lush riparian vegetation along streams.

3.5

3.5

1

3

1

3

0

Rugged topography

Pine forest

Small streams

Contrast between pine and rock

State Park, National Forest

Distinctive area

Setting-appropriate modifications
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SQRU 120—Lodgepole 
Creeks

IOP 335. Looking northwest (IOPD030008017)

IOP 336. Looking east (IOPD030008019) 336_E_LodgepoleCreeks_8019.jpg

335_NW_LodgepoleCreeks_8017.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Vast, open, rolling hills

Rolling horizontal; a 
strongly horizontal landscape

Light brown

Smooth

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/23/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Laramie County

1. Evaluators:

Short-grass prairie; low, 
continuous farm crops, clumpy 
trees

Horizontal, somewhat striped

Seasonal variation; light straw 
to light green, dark green to 
gray

Smooth overall with coarse, 
clumpy groves of trees

Farm and ranch buildings, small 
towns, roads, etc.

Horizontal and vertical

White, brown, green, red, beige, 
gray

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Vast, relatively level landscape with significant human activity. Makes up the southern 2/3 of Laramie 
County; virtually all private lands. 

GLong

Time (24hr format): 16:00

Unit Number: 121

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy



BLM Rawlins Field Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory

Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Laramie County121

Comments:

A landscape with considerable modifications; otherwise fairly limited visual variety.

1.5

2.5

0

2

0

1

-1

Vast, rolling hills

Short-grass prairie and cultivated crops

None visible

Little variation except for cultivated lands

No effect

Interesting landscapes

Human intrusions are ubiquitous

6
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SQRU 121—Laramie 
County

IOP 333. Looking west (IOPD030008011) 333_W_LaramieCounty_8011.jpg
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

 

   

L
in

e 

   

C
ol

or
 

   

T
ex

tu
re

 

   

Elongated horizontal ridge, 
steep cliffs, rock outcrops

Horizontal with vertical cliffs

Light gray

Medium to coarse

Field Office: D03000 Date: 8/23/2010

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Pine Bluffs

1. Evaluators:

Rounded and clumpy; 
Ponderosa pine

Horizontal arrangement, 
vertical

Dark green, gray

Medium to coarse

Scattered homes, ranch 
buildings; geometric forms

Horizontal and vertical

Green, white, gray, brown

Smooth surfaces

3. Narrative:
Prominent topographic landmark. Elongated horizontal ridge with west-facing cliffs and rock outcrops. 
Limited access. 

GLong

Time (24hr format): 15:30

Unit Number: 122

Rawlins

Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy, sunny
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Scenic Quality Rating Unit:   

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform       A – 19 or more

b. Vegetation       B – 12 – 18 

c. Water       C – 11 or less

d. Color

e. Adjacent 
Scenery

f. Scarcity        Rehab

g. Cultural 
Modification       Special Area 

TOTAL 

Pine Bluffs122

Comments:

A fairly distinctive landform with notable vegetation.

3.5

3

0

3

0

3

-0.5

Dramatic cliffs

Ponderosa pine

None visible

Pine and rock contrast

No effect

Distinctive area

Minor unnatural features
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SQRU 122—Pine Bluffs

IOP 331. Looking southeast (IOPD030008002)

IOP 332. Looking east (IOPD030008008) 332_E_PineBluffs_8008.jpg

331_SE_PineBluffs_8002.jpg
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