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| am concerned that the BLM'’s proposal to revise the management plan of Wyoming's Great Divide will encourage more oil and gas
drilling in this area of great natural beauty. As an alternative, | urge the BLM to consider the management plan created by a coalition of
conservation groups called “Protecting the Great Divide: The Western Heritage Alternative”. | encourage BLM to consider the following
points: « Protect all remaining wilderness quality lands as Wilderness. The rugged and scenic Pedro Mountains, the rolling hills of Wild
Cow Creek, and the steep canyons and gulches of the Bennett Mountains deserve permanent protection. « Don’t drill in environmentally
sensitive areas such as Wilderness Study Areas and roadless lands. The BLM should “withdraw from leasing” or require "No Surface
Occupancy" for oil and gas drilling on environmentally-sensitive lands. ¢ Protect the Atlantic Rim from harmful coalbed methane
development. The Atlantic Rim area contains extremely important wildlife habitat, including elk and deer crucial winter range. « Mandate
less environmentally damaging types of drilling. Directional drilling and the re-injection of coalbed methane wastewater should be
required in the Great Divide's new management plan. « Reduce grazing to ecologically sustainable levels. Some parts of the Great Divide
suffer from overgrazing and damage from livestock. Streamside vegetation must be protected and priority must be given to limiting
damage to habitat. « Restore wild bison. These majestic animals once roamed across the Great Divide region. It's time to take down the

fences and let Wyoming's state mammal once again roam free. Thank you for considering my comments.
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