
NAVIGATING THE DOCUMENT 

Lander Draft Resource Management Plan and 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement 



DOCUMENT LAYOUT 

Volume 1 
� Executive Summary 
� Chapter 1 
� Chapter 2 
� Chapter 3 

Volume 2 
� Chapter 4 
� Chapter 5 
� Chapter 6 

Volume 3 
� Glossary 
� Appendices 
� Maps 



HOW DO THE CHAPTERS FIT TOGETHER? 



SIMPLIFYING THE REVIEW PROCESS 



 

STEP 1: IDENTIFY YOUR TOPICS OF INTEREST 

Interest 
Areas 



STEP 2: EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 



STEP 3: FOCUS ON ONE TOPIC AT A TIME 



STEP 4: MAPS 



STEP 5: CHAPTER 3 – CURRENT CONDITIONS 



STEP 6: CHAPTER 2 – ALTERNATIVES 



 
   

 

    
  

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

EFFECTS ANALYSIS ORIENTATION 

Chapter 4 describes the adverse or beneficial impacts to a resource or resource use from 
other resource programs. 

Impacts to 
Trails and Travel 

Management 

Renewable 
Energy 

Oil and Gas and 
other Mineral 
Development 

Rights-of-Way 
and Corridors 

Wildlife 
Management 

Fire and 
Fuels 

Management 

Visual 
Resource 

Management 



STEP 7: CHAPTER 4 – EFFECTS ANALYSIS
 

• Introduction to Resource 

• Summary of Impacts 

• Methods and Assumptions 

• Detailed Analysis of Alternatives
 
- Alternative A
 
- Alternative B
 
- Alternative C
 
- Alternative D
 



SIMPLIFYING THE REVIEW PROCESS 



PREPARING SUBSTANTIVE COMMENTS 

Lander Draft Resource Management Plan and 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement 



 

THE BLM DECISION AREA 

� 44 broad resource areas over 2.4-million acres of BLM-
administered surface and 2.8-million acres of mineral 
estate.  

� The BLM does not have the authority or capability to manage 
all aspects of every resource described in the RMP.  

� Management of some resources may fall under the purview 
of state, local or other federal government agencies.  

� Please contact a BLM Interdisciplinary (ID) Team members 
for additional information.  



WHY ARE PUBLIC COMMENTS SO IMPORTANT? 

� BLM is a federal land management agency tasked with 
managing public lands in the public interest. 

� BLM factors in public issues and concerns through the public 
comment process. 

� Comments are most useful that provide relevant and new 
information with sufficient detail. 



WHAT IS A SUBSTANTIVE COMMENT?
 
� Questions, with reasonable basis, the accuracy of 

information in the RMP and EIS 

� Questions, with reasonable basis, the adequacy of, 
methodology for, or assumptions used for the 
environmental analysis 

� Presents new information relevant to the analysis 

� Presents reasonable alternatives other than those 
analyzed in the EIS 

� Causes changes or revisions in one or more of the 
alternatives. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

THE DOS AND DON’TS OF COMMENTING
 

THE DOs 

� Suggest specific changes in the document, 

and provide the page number and section of 

the document in your comment. 

� Clearly identify: 
- Where the issue or error is located. 

- Why you believe there is an error. 

- Alternative ideas about how to address 

issues or errors. 

� Provide constructive solutions with 
documentation or resources to support your 
recommendations. 

� If applicable, include your formal and 
informal education or training as it relates to 
your observations and comments. 

THE DON’Ts 

� Avoid vague statements or concerns.  Vague 

statements do not suggest a specific change or 

give the BLM direction on which to act. 

� Understand that a comment is not a vote for or 

against one of the alternatives.  The BLM must 

rely on supporting information, not on the 

number of comments received. Numerous 

comments expressing the same concern or 

issue is considered to be one comment. 

� Avoid using form letters to convey your point.  

Your unique way of writing or phrasing a 

comment is important for understanding your 

point of view. 



 

 

   

     

EXAMPLE COMMENT
 

HELPFUL COMMENT 

I disagree with the visual resource 
management class II designation for the area 
between Low Valley and Dry River. This area 
contains radio towers, power lines and fences 
which detract from the view already.  This area 
also contains valuable mineral deposits which 
are currently being developed and that 
development is expected to continue.  The 
classification should be changed to class III. 

NOT SO HELPFUL COMMENT 

The preferred Alternative has too much Visual 
Resource Management Class II. 

Why is this comment not helpful? 

This comment is not specific enough for the BLM 
to consider in balance with other resource 
issues. It does not contain supporting 
information or rationale. 



NEXT STEPS 

� Review the document. 
� Contact BLM specialists with questions. 
� Submit comments by December 7, 2011. 
� Proposed RMP and EIS expected Spring 2012.
 


