
Alternative B Overview 
Alternative B emphasizes conservation of physical,

biological, heritage and visual resources
while managing the public lands for multiple use. Oil and Gas 

◆ Closed on 81% of federal 
mineral estate. 

◆ Subject to seasonal and
placement limitations on
18% of federal mineral estate. 

◆ 1,528 new oil and gas
wells/pads projected. 

Rights-of-Way 
◆ Major ROWs
avoided on 13% 
of BLM managed
surface and 
excluded on 80%. 

◆ 84 miles of 
designated
utility corridors
on BLM 
managed surface. 

Livestock Grazing 
◆ Allowed on 96.6% of BLM managed surface. New range
infrastructure projects are not authorized. 

Dubois Area Management 
◆ 16,500 acres are withdrawn from mining and all of
the BLM managed surface (approximately 43,500
acres) is closed to oil and gas leasing. 

◆ Excluded for  major ROWs and  avoided for
minor ROWs. 

Greater Sage-grouse 
◆ Management prohibits development activity near leks on
4% of BLM managed surface. 

Special Designations 
◆ Areas of critical environmental concern encompass 1,492,990
acres, or 62% of BLM managed surface. 

◆ 31 miles of wild and scenic 
river eligible waterways are
recommended as suitable. 

◆ National historic trails are 
protected with a series of
buffers up to 20 miles wide
on either side of the trails that 
limit development. 

Recreation 
◆ Increases visitor services in all important recreation areas and
provides management that ensures future recreational enjoyment
of those areas. 207,183 acres protected to supply visitor demand
for specific activities, experiences and benefits. 

Travel Management 
◆ 3% of BLM managed
surface (71,761 acres)
closed to motorized 
vehicles. 

◆ Limitations on motor
ized travel such as 
seasonal closures are 
applied in the majority
of the planning area. 
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