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Phoonswadi-Brewer, Sean

From: Lander RMP
Subject: Ensure Conservation Protections in the Lander Resource Management Plan

From: The Greater Yellowstone Coalition [mailto:gyc@greateryellowstone.org] On Behalf Of
Elizabeth Weinstein

Sent: Friday, January 20, 2012 2:02 PM

To: Lander RMP

Subject: Ensure Conservation Protections in the Lander Resource Management Plan

Jan 20, 2012

Bureau of Land Management Lander Field Office
1335 Main Street
Lander, WY 82520

Dear Lander Field Office,

Thank you for demonstrating leadership by presenting a preferred alternative within the draft
Resource Management Plan that takes a strong stance on conservation, particular in the Dubois
region. Your preferred alternative brings much needed attention to the fact that nationally
significant populations of Rocky Mountain big horn sheep and elk in the Dubois area deserve
uncompromising protection in the face of the disturbing effects of potential oil and gas
development.

To ensure adequate conservation of big horn sheep, elk, and the plethora of other wildlife in
the Dubois area, please follow through with your preferred approach to close o0il and gas
development, as well as withdraw locatable mineral leasing, within this special region of
your field office.

The Dubois region supports badlands and high desert country that is spectacular and unique
within the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. The Agency's preferred alternative includes a
proposal to close motorized vehicle use in the Dubois Badlands Wilderness Study Area (WSA),
Whiskey Mountain Wilderness Study Area, as well as Little Red Creek Complex non-WSA lands
with wilderness characteristics (LWC). I support your interests to close these special areas
to motorized travel but feel that this should be taken a step further. While motorized
vehicles do not belong on landscapes managed for their wilderness qualities, neither do
mechanized vehicles. Mechanized vehicle use has its place on public lands but not in a WSA or
LWC. Mechanized vehicle use on these types of lands sets a poor precedent by creating a
legacy on a landscape that is inconsistent with the value and meaning of wilderness as
described in the Wilderness Act of 1964.

The preferred alternative also pays considerable attention to greater sage grouse
conservation by recommending prohibition of surface disturbing and disruptive activities
within various perimeters of occupied leks and nesting/early brooding habitat. This is a step
in the right direction but bolder action is needed to conserve this fragile species.
Alternatively, please close the Wyoming Governor's Greater Sage Grouse Core Areas to all oil
and gas leasing. Doing so would send a clear message that the BLM is fully committed to
conservation of greater sage grouse, a declining species that has been deemed warranted, but
precluded from listing under the Endangered Species Act, in part due to impacts of
development.
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In general, I applaud your agency's preferred alternative regarding resource management and
only ask that you earnestly consider further measures to ensure optimal conservation of the
spectacular resources across the Wind River Basin.

Sincerely,

Ms. Elizabeth Weinstein
9917 Tamarack Landing Way
Las Vegas, NV 89117-0915





