
January 20, 2012

Lander Field Office RMP/EIS
Bureau of Land Management
Lander Filed Office
1334 Main
Lander, Wyoming 82520

RE: Lander Draft Resource Management Plan
Public Comments

Ladies/Gentlemen:

The Popo Agie Anglers would like to take this opportunity to comment on the Draft

Resource Management Plan (RMP) for the Lander field office. Alternative B, representing

the highest level of conservation, would close Sweetwater Canyon to livestock grazing

while Alternative D, the preferred alternative, keeps the area open to grazing. The Popo

Agie Anglers respectfully asks that Sweetwater Canyon be closed to grazing under

Alternative D. We also support the use of range improvements, as outlined in Alternative'

D, to give greater flexibility for managing livestock if Sweetwater Canyon is closed to

grazing.

The Popo Agie Anglers are a private, non-profit coldwater conservation group that have

150 members in Fremont County, dedicated to conserving and protecting the areas

fisheries and their watersheds. The Popo Agie Anglers recognize the importance of

public lands in providing unparalleled habitat for coldwater fisheries. Sweetwater

Canyon represents the most pristine and intact coldwater fishery within the region,

which is why it is so highly valued and utilized by our members.

The Popo Agie Anglers realizes that livestock grazing is a Federal Land Policy and

Management Act (FLPMA) authorized use of Bureau of Land Management (BLM)

administered lands, and that not authorizing use allowed by FLPMA in the absence of

supporting data would be arbitrary and would not meet the principle of multiple use and

sustained yield. The Popo Agie Anglers contend that asking for closure of Sweetwater

Canyon is not arbitrary, or without scientific basis.
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Within the RMP, BLM states on several occasions the unique attributes ofthe Sweetwater Canyon. On

page 261 the RMP states "The Sweetwater River is the only water body WDEQ classifies as a Class I

water quality stream that flows through BLM administered public lands in the planning area." On page

349 the RMP states "In general, cold and cool water sport fisheries are in decline and populations of

nongame fish range from stable to declining. The Sweetwater Canyon is the highest quality fishery in the

planning area. This area provides excellent fishing opportunities and is a popular destination for

recreationists. This stream section also has an in stream flow protection for fish and a Wyoming DEQ

Class I water designation; such a designation is uncommon outside wilderness areas." On page 463 the

RMP finds the Sweetwater Canyon suitable for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic Rivers program.

Also in the RMP are several references relating to the damage that livestock grazing can have on a

resource such as the Sweetwater Canyon. Page 350 of the RMP notes that sediment loading caused by

surface disturbing activities, such as grazing, can degrade spawning areas and alter stream hydrology

effectively degrading the stream and its water quality. On page 787 the RMP states "Alternative D opens

the Sweetwater Canyon to grazing, which could result in more adverse impacts to the trout fishery from

the reduction of bank vegetation and increased sedimentation..." Closing the Sweetwater Canyon to

grazing would benefit more than just fisheries and recreation areas; it would also benefit the biological

resources in the area including aspen and cottonwood galleries in the riparian-wetland corridor.

The Popo Agie Anglers does not ask for the closure of livestock grazing in the Sweetwater Canyon lightly,

realizing that there are economic impacts associated with the closure. However, considering that

Sweetwater Canyon contains so many unique resources of the highest quality including; clean water,

riparian-wetland habitat, fish and wildlife habitat, and recreation, the highest level of protection should

be afforded to these resources, including closure of the area to livestock grazing. Again, the Popo Agie

Anglers respectfully asks the BLM to consider closing the Sweetwater Canyon to livestock grazing under

Alternative D.

Thank you for considering our comments.

~\)..Chris rrah

President, Popo Agie Anglers
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