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Subject: Lander RMP comments - Dobric

Lander BLM,

I support the proposed closure of oil/gas and mineral development in the Dubois region. The
lower elevation BLM lands around Dubois are critical winter habitat for bighorn sheep, moose,
deer, pronghorn, and

elk - as shown in the BLM's Appendix B maps. The areas also serve

the community by having nearby public land to recreate in.

I support the 10-mile wide buffer around the National Historic Trails for cultural,
biological, and recreational resources. This part of the state and country contains the best
sage-grouse habitat and preservation is critical if we have any hope to prevent it's
continued decline and endangered species listing.

I support recommending all eight of the Wilderness Study Area's for wilderness designation by
congress. Wyoming does not currently have one BLM wilderness area and a majority of the BLM
land is highly accessible by motorized travel as seen in the Appendix B, Map 81.

Preserving these last few places as non-motorized will provide great benefits to wildlife and
quality hunting experiences and preserving our cultural heritage.

Additionally I support the closure of all motorized travel and industrial development in all
of the WSA's and citizen proposed wilderness areas. The areas should be re-inventoried and
illegal roads closed and restored.

I would like to see the Upper Sweetwater area as an ACEC as opposed to the Education Area
based on the weaker conservation standards.

Consideration should also be given to the potential of this area for other conservation
designations such as National Conservation Area based on its importance to sage-grouse
habitat and historic resources.

The BLM should also identify areas appropriate for renewable energy projects and transmission
corridors and avoid big game winter habitat, migration routes, calving grounds, important
sage grouse areas (Governors Core Habitat), and culturally-rich sites.

Energy development should be required to follow policies that limit wildlife disturbance
during critical times of the year and migration areas and be required to use the best
available technology such as directional drilling. The BLM should also require a
"reclamation deposit"” to ensure that the land is reclaimed without taxpayer money once the
lease expired.

A travel management plan needs to be conducted that identifies routes open and not open to
motorized travel and redundant routes need to be closed and restored.

I support the restriction of motorized travel at Johnny Behind the Rocks since this is a
prime recreation area for non-motorized users such as runners, mountain bikers, and horseback
riders.

Nick Dobric
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