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Phoonswadi-Brewer, Sean

From: Lander RMP
Subject: Comments on the Draft Resource Management Plan

————— Original Message-----

From: Amy Russian [mailto:arussian@wyoming.com]

Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2011 10:37 AM

To: BLM_WY_LRMP_WYMail

Cc: BLM_WY_State_Office_WYMail; Simpson, Donald A; sfurtn@state.wy.uw; dthompson@hotmail.com;
pathickerson@msn.com; hchris@wyoming.com; tbecker@wyoming.com; whiteman@wyoming.com;
commissioners@fremontcountygovernment.org

Subject: Comments on the Draft Resource Management Plan

Dear Kristin Yannone:

I am writing to express my comments on the Draft Lander Resource Management Plan. I
appreciate having the opportunity to do this.

I was happy to see that you have taken a balanced approach to the plan. You have done an
excellent job balancing the often competing interests of development and conservation. In
general, I support the Preferred Alternative, D.

I have lived in Lander for nearly 20 years. I enjoy recreating (hiking, backpacking, and
cycling) in our beautiful public lands, enjoying the scenic values, watching wildlife, and
accessing great fishing.

Although our family rides dirt bikes, I agree with record # 6042, alternative B, to close the
Bus, Dubois Mill, Johnny Behind the Rocks, and Sinks Canyon climbing area to motorized
travel.

I have spent a fair amount of time in the Sweetwater River area. I do not like seeing
riparian areas decimated by livestock overgrazing. Sound grazing practices, encouraged by the
plan, can mitigate these. I agree with alternative B, with regard to record 6097, to close
Sweetwater Canyon to livestock grazing.

Please consider the fate of sage grouse in all aspects of your plans.

It's always a tradeoff to balance the resource potential of an area with the damage that
extracting that potential will cause. In the case of locatable minerals, I strongly advise
withdrawing the Dubois Valley, Green Mountain, and Johnny Behind the Rocks from
consideration. These areas have too much scenic, recreation, and wildlife values to
compensate for any minerals that might be extracted.

With regard to oil and gas development, I agree with records 2009-2013, alternative B. Thank
you for protecting our area's scenic values by closing the Lander front to surface occupancy.
Continuing to develop the Lysite zone makes sense, as it has high potential. However, please
be sensitive to Copper Mountain, which has critical winter range for mule deer.

Thank you again for giving the public the opportunity to comment on this plan.

Sincerely,
Amy Russian

P.O. Box 1097
Lander WY 82520
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