
Bureau of Land Management, Lander Field Office 
Attn: RMP Project Manager 
1335 Main Street 
Lander, WY 82520 

Sires): 

December 3, 20 II 

I am writing in support of the BLM's selected Draft Resource Management Plan Alternative D 
for the Lander area managing the Sweetwater Watershed. I am especially supportive of the 
protection of the area from increased mineral/gas/oil exploration. This area truly does have a 
high degree of critical historical and wildlife importance, and deserves special protections. Please 
stay the course and protect this area as you have proposed, resisting the objections of parties 
hoping to monetarily profit in the sh0l1 run. 

The complex of historical trails, including the Oregon and Mormon Trails, that cross Wyoming 
through this area are a national treasure. Wyoming's importance to the nation as a pathway to 
the western coast along these trails was tremendous. Today, only 30% of the original Oregon 
Trail is visible and available for the enjoyment of our citizenry. Wyoming holds 70% of that 
small percentage. We have the proud duty of protection of this legacy. The fact that the BLM 
seems to be willing to aid Wyoming's citizens in affording this important cultural resource the 
protection it needs to snrvive is heartening. 

I am also in favor of the selected plan for more personal reasons . I have enjoyed South Pass, the 
Sweetwater River area, the Beaver Rim area, Jeffrey City and points around and in between 
since I was 10 years old. I have enjoyed hunting, camping, fishing (yes, in ponds stocked by 
G&F), rock hunting, and the solitude and beauty of these lands . Over the years I have seen 
antelope, deer, moose, elk, prairie dogs. coyotes, fox, badgers, sage grouse, eagles, hawks, 
falcons, owls, snakes, lizards, waterfowl, including pelicans , and many little Tweety-Birds etc. 
mention so many only to illustrate the happy fact that this area is a fairly healthy ecosystem 
deserving of the protection needed to maintain that health. 

It is worth mentioning that thi s area is one of the last strongholds of the sage grouse, which is 
being carefully watched with concern in terms of an endangered species classification. The 
North American Pronghorn is also dependent upon some of the unique areas contained in the 
management area. The health of this habitat that supports these species is crucial. 

I strongly support your decision to manage this area with the idea that these cultural, wildlife and 
esthetic resources are just as important as the mineral resources found in the area. Too much 
development of these mineral resources will injure this beautiful ecosystem. Those minerals will 
sti ll be there in 100 years; will we be able to say the same of the trails, the wildlife and the 
beauty? 

Respectfully submitted, 

c?~/-J~ 
Carol J. Lechner 
280 North Fork Rd . 
Lander, WY 82520 
(307) 349-4360 
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