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COMMENT: BLM, LANDER FO, RMP REVISION, ACEC REPORT

The proposed Sweetwater River Watershed ACEC encompasses valuable wetland features referred to as
sloughs. Such features are extremely rare across the nation but are prominent on tributaries of the
Sweetwater River in the Wyoming Basin. They provide a critically important function of storing water
and carbon in this semi-arid landscape, but they are being severely degraded by soil compaction,
hummocking, loss of wetland plants, loss of habitat, stream headcutting, and stream degradation
associated with cattle grazing.

BLM has indicated that goals to “restore the natural water storage capability of the riparian systems,
restore wildlife and fisheries habitats, and restore native plant communities” can be accomplished by
implementing the Standards of Rangeland Health and that special designation is not necessary. That
approach presents a major problem because the Standards of Rangeland Health contains no method to
address stream system processes. Compliance with the Standards of Rangeland Health would not meet
a goal of restoring the integrity of destabilized riparian wetlands and stream channels. Please revisit the
Sweetwater River Watershed ACEC proposal. There is clear evidence that ACEC designation is
warranted.

Charles D. Clarke, National Sedimentation Geologist (retired)
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