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Jan 15, 2012
Comment on BLM Lander Draft RMP

| attended the presentation of the Draft RMP at the Inn in Lander. In reading parts of the RMP and
studying all of the board that were at the Inn, | found that Alternate D, the BLM Preferred Alternative,
respects the diversity of uses that are traditional to our part of Wyoming.

However, | would like to see an added investment in future generations within the ACEC Management
plan. Alternative B would add 14,111 acres of protection to the Beaver Rim area to prevent view shed
degradation. This is one of the most beautiful wide sweeping views in the entire state. Itis actually
more representative of Wyoming open spaces than any of the iconic Jackson Hole/Teton National Park
views. Itis also any area that is valuable to a number of raptor species, Greater Sage-grouse and big
game species.

National Historic and Scenic areas also need added protection with corridors that insure the visual
resources and associated settings. We have an opportunity at this time to plan for the unexpected
within the next twenty years. Alternative B is proactive in its approach. It puts our unique historic trails
and scenic areas on a more even playing field with our consumptive uses. Let’s not infringe too closely
upon the area’s true gifts. | understand that the extractive industry cannot relocate to areas where
there is nothing to extract, but the gifts we have in this area are special and occur nowhere else on this
planet.

Within this RMP are many national and world class treasures: largest elk herd not on a feed ground,
largest bighorn sheep wintering area, highest density of Greater Sage-grouse over a large landscape and
irreplaceable nationally designated historic trails.

Here stands Wyoming, at a crossroad where we can retain pieces of our world class environment or we
can become just another state that loses its identity to industrial encroachment. Maintain the nine
existing ACECs, and add the four that are proposed in Alternative B. Make this RMP a model plan for
multiple use that treats recreational and scenic assets with the weight that it deserves.
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