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December 28, 2011

Bureau of Land Management
Attn: Lander RMP

Lander Field Office

1335 Main St

Lander, WY 82520

Please allow me to submit my comments and thoughts on the draft Lander Resource Management Plan.
First of all, | applaud the BLM staff for putting together a balanced management plan for our area. Itis
difficult to please everyone on all issues; however | feel that the proposed alternative, for the most part,
provides adequate conservation in certain areas, while still allowing development in others. The
proposed alternative allows a variety of recreational opportunities while still providing opportunities for
traditional uses such as grazing and mining.

Along with my general support for Alternative D, the Preferred Alternative, please accept the following
points for consideration (some are specific, some are not):

e Adequate protection and providing areas without surface disturbances for the sage grouse
population are critical. Specifically, in the Sweetwater area and Twin Creek areas with known
leks.

e Grazing: | would like to see stricter management in most areas, including along the Sweetwater
corridor, to ensure proper functioning conditions. The condition of our lands are often degraded
and in poor condition. Stricter management would include allowing fewer numbers to be
grazed and required staggering of use of the land. Such management should be accomplished
without additional fencing, which is often detrimental to wildlife.

e Wilderness: In my opinion, not enough lands were properly identified in the original inventory
for potential wilderness lands with wilderness characteristics. With that in mind, | do support
that the Little Red Creek Complex near Dubois be managed as non-WSA wilderness land.

e Historic preservation: We have such a unique and rich place along the Sweetwater by Jeffery
City, and in the Split Rock area. | encourage BLM to protect these areas from any further
surface or visual disturbances, within a reasonable distance. Providing a corridor for future
power lines is acceptable, as long as visual impacts are minimized.

e Recreation: Areas such as Johnny Behind the Rock (JBR), near Twin Creek, the Bus area west of
Lander, and the Red Desert, are not always compatible with mineral/oil & gas development and
even motorized vehicles. Often, high, consistent recreational use is consolidated into specific
areas such as JBR; closing such areas to non-motorized use would greatly benefit the recreation
users, keeping noise and sound disturbances down as well as providing additional safety.
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| know that the Fremont County Commissioners have engaged a consultant to review this Management
Plan. I have a lot of concerns about their process and what preferred management alternatives will be
emphasized or pulled apart. In my opinion, the Commissioners DO NOT always fairly represent a well-
rounded view of folks in Fremont County. | feel that the voice of conservation and environmental
preservation within Fremont County are not adequately heard by our Commissioners. Although | do not
pretend to know specifically what the Commissioners are going to propose, | am concerned about unfair
representation of “interest.” This may appear in issues related to biomass/timber use in the Dubois
area; not all residents want to have more lands/resources opened up to more industry in that area.
Another area of concern is if the Commission pushes for fewer restrictions on surface occupancy/
disturbance along the Sweetwater. The Oregon Trail and other historic sites which should be minimally
disturbed by power lines and other visual/surface interferences. The Commissioners’ comments may
not represent residents’ interests, and they have not been open to the residents of our county about
what they’re proposing nor why/who has the specific interest. Please take that into consideration when
the Commissioners’ comments are made public and submitted into this process. | have cc’d this letter
to the Commissioners, as | mistrust their intent on requesting the extended deadline.

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this process.

Sincerely,

Dot Newton
Lander, WY 82520

Cc: Fremont County Commissioners and Wyoming Governor’s Office representative, Jerimiah Rieman





