Greater Sage-Grouse Management
in the
Lander Resource Management Plan




Wyoming Core Area Strategy

 Adopted by the State of Wyoming and by federal
land management agencies while management
plans are revised. Core Area is the priority habitat of
greater sage grouse in Wyoming.

e Applies to all federal mineral estate, state lands, and
any actions on private lands that need State of
Wyoming approval.

e Core Area Strategy was adopted in the 2014 Lander
Resource Management Plan (RMP).



Wyoming Core Area Land Ownership




Conservation Measures

e Prohibit surface-disturbing and disruptive activities
in wintering areas: Dec. 1-March 14.

e Prohibit surface-disturbing and disruptive activities
in Core Areas: March 15—June 30. Outside Core
Areas: March 15—June 30 within 2 miles of
occupied leks.

e Conserve, enhance or restore sagebrush ecosystem

in cooperation with other conservation partners:
O Maintain large patches of high-quality sagebrush

habitats. 4
O Maintain connections between sagebrush habitats. v




Limit Impacts From Development

e Density of disturbance from oil and gas or mining
limited to an average of one site per square mile
(640 acres) in Core Area.

e Cumulative value of existing
disturbances will not exceed
5% of suitable habitat in
Core Area.
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e Limit noise sources to 10 decibels above ambient
noise measured at the perimeter of occupied G
leks from March 1 to May 15. \= 3



Sage-Grouse Habitat in Lander




Lander RMP Limits Areas for Mineral
Development

 No surface disturbance or occupancy within 0.6-
mile radius of occupied GRSG leks in Core Area or
within a 0.25-mile radius outside Core Area.

e Work with WDEQ to limit surface discharge of
water to reduce habitat for mosquitoes that are a

vector West Nile virus.

* Emphasize development outside of Core Area




Lander Resource Protections

In addition to the protections that are part of
the Core Area Strategy, the 2014 Lander RMP
has increased limits on development in
comparison to the 1987 RMP it replaced. Far
more areas are protected which benefits
sage-grouse both inside Core Area and in
general habitat.




Oil and Gas Management

2014 Lander RMP
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Oil and Gas Before the 2014
Lander RMP




Locatable Minerals such as
Uranium, Gold, and Bentonite

2014 Lander RMP
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Locatable Mineral Management
Before the 2014 RMP




Phosphate Management

2014 Lander RMP
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Wind Energy Management

2014 Lander RMP
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Rights-of-Way Management
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Lander Will Retain Ownership of
Lands in Core Area

2014 Lander RMP




Restrict Prescribed Fire In
Low-Precipitation Areas

2014 Lander RMP
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Livestock Grazing

Within Core Area, incorporate sage-grouse habitat
objectives and management considerations into all
BLM grazing permits. Leks are buffered by 0.6 miles
from fences or salt-block placement.




Travel and Infrastructure

Keep new roads or road upgrades 1.9 miles from
the perimeter of the lek in Core Area.

Require installation of anti-perching devices on
appropriate structures to reduce predation.

Designh and locate fences so as not to disturb
important GRSG habitat areas.

Require new fences that have the fewest adverse
impacts to GRSG, including features to reduce
strikes and mortality.




Lander Sage-Grouse Coordination

Sage-Grouse Local Working Groups—identification
of Core Areas and conservation approaches

Wyoming Game and Fish Department and Wyoming
Governor’s Office—incorporation of provisions of
the Core Area strategy into the Lander RMP

US Fish and Wildlife Service—development of sage-
grouse discussion in Biological Assessment and
drafting the Biological Opinion for the Lander RMP

Formal Coordination Points—local and regional
Interdisciplinary Team reviews, Regional Management
Team review/approval, National Policy Team briefing




