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IN REPLY REFER TO: 
1610/Casper RMP 

 
       date 
 
 
CERTIFIED MAIL  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear: 
 
The Casper Field Office of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is beginning a revision of its land use plan, the 
Casper Resource Management Plan (RMP).  The management plan serves as BLM’s general direction for all 
resource and land use decisions for the BLM-administered public lands and resources in the Casper Field Office 
planning area.  This will include guiding the use, protection, and management of natural and cultural resources on 
the public lands in much of Natrona, Converse, Platte and Goshen counties in Wyoming (see enclosed map).  
Developing the RMP will require the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  The BLM will work 
cooperatively with state, local, and tribal governments in developing the RMP and the EIS.  We would like to begin 
consultations with you, and invite you to participate in the planning process, in accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act, the Federal Land Policy and Management Act, the National Historic Preservation Act, 
the American Indian Religious Freedom Act, and Executive Order 13007 on Indian Sacred Sites. 
 
The Casper Field Office planning area contains a large number of archeological sites representing occupation of the 
area for at least the last 10,000 years.  We have numerous sites with stone alignments and cairns, as well as many 
camp sites and tool manufacturing areas.  The only formally recognized sacred site that we know of is Cedar Ridge, 
on Badwater Creek near Waltman, Wyoming. No other sacred sites, ceremonial sites or other traditional use areas 
have been identified at present. The planning area contains other significant cultural resources that have yet to be 
discovered. 
 
We are contacting tribes who have oral traditions or have previously expressed cultural concerns relating to the 
planning area, or who are documented to have occupied or used the area during historic times.  We request your 
comments on any issues or concerns regarding the management of this planning area.  We would appreciate any 
historical information on the use and significance of the planning area, such as places of traditional, religious, or 
cultural importance that your tribe wishes the BLM to consider in determining tribal needs for use, access, or other 
special management.  Any information you provide will be used in a respectful manner, and anything you would 
like to share with BLM but would prefer not be made public will be kept confidential. 
 
The Cedar Ridge site represents our major success in the consultation effort.  An open exchange among tribal 
council representatives, representatives of the elders, BLM officials and cultural resource staff has resulted in 
recognizing this highly important site as a Traditional Cultural Property with great significance for the Eastern 
Shoshone.  The result is additional protection for an area traditionally used for ceremonial purposes, and a well-
defined zone in which future land uses will be approved only after very careful consideration of the effects to Cedar 
Ridge.  Without consultation, we would have had an enormous archaeological site, valuable for scientific purposes, 
but might have lost the equally, if not more, important values as a ceremonial site.  Normal cultural resource 
procedures would have captured the scientific information, but irreparable harm would have come to the intangible 
traditional values.   
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The Casper Field Office requests a consultation with your tribe at a time and location convenient for you.  We would 
like to discuss the Casper RMP revision and why your involvement is vital to the success of this revision.  We 
would also like to receive any information or concerns you may have about the RMP revision.  We would be pleased 
to offer tours of the planning area, including significant archeological sites or other areas of interest.   
 
In addition, we will be conducting a formal public involvement process during the next six months, including public 
scoping meetings in October and November of 2003.  We would be very pleased if you participate in this process.  
We will send you invitations to participate in this process, including specific meeting dates and locations.  
 
If possible, we request that you identify traditional leaders or elders who you determine should be contacted in 
addition to yourself, to express their interests or concerns regarding the Casper RMP.  We look forward to working 
with you and your tribal members or authorized representatives who have considerable knowledge of tribal history 
and concerns.   
 
While your input and involvement are welcomed throughout the planning process, there are certain points in the 
process where your participation is very important.  Initially, we are requesting data, input, and identification of 
issues during the formal scoping period.  Your input will also be important during the early stage of developing the 
alternatives for the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  Later, during the 90-day public review and 
comment period for the draft EIS, your input will help us prepare the final EIS and the Record of Decision for the 
Casper RMP.   
 
We will devote careful consideration to all of your comments as we make decisions about the future management of 
the BLM-administered public lands and resources.  We will keep you informed of the status of the planning effort 
throughout the process.  We look forward to working cooperatively to address your tribe’s concerns in a thoughtful 
and respectful manner.   
 
The enclosed Return Form is provided for your convenience in responding to this letter, should you wish to reply in 
that manner.   
 
If you would like further information or want to request a meeting, please contact Linda Slone, project manager, at 
(307) 261-7520.  With regard to cultural heritage issues, please contact Christopher Arthur, the cultural resource 
specialist on the planning team, at (307) 261-7501 or email Chris_Arthur@blm.gov.  We will contact you soon by 
telephone to discuss your tribe’s concerns and issues.  Thank you for your time and consideration, and we look 
forward to hearing from you. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 Jim Murkin 
 Field Manager 
 
Enclosures: 
 Map of planning area 
 Return Form  
 
cc: Linda Slone (CFO)                  
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CONSULTATION RETURN FORM 
 

Dear Tribal Official: 
 
This form is provided for your convenience to assist BLM in ensuring that your tribe has received 
our correspondence, and that we can continue to communicate with you in the most effective way 
possible.  If you are not the appropriate individual to receive and respond to this form, please see 
that this correspondence and information, along with this form and return envelope, are given to 
the appropriate person. 
 
Please fill out this form and return it in the supplied self-addressed, stamped envelope. Be 
assured that we will follow up with you and/or your other tribal representatives in accordance with 
your responses.  Please check each of the following boxes that you wish to pursue: 

 
Our tribe has information or concerns that we would like to discuss with the BLM 
about the Casper Resource Management Plan.  Therefore, we would like you to 
contact us to set up a meeting where we can consult on the issues.  

 
Our tribe would like to come to the Casper Field Office area to tour selected sites 
and other areas that we feel may be of interest due to their potential traditional, 
religious, or cultural concerns.  

 
The information that you have provided in your correspondence is sufficient and 
we do not require consultation with you at this time.  We do, however, request  
copies of the draft and final Environmental Impact Statements and associated 
documents generated during the development of the Casper Resource 
Management Plan. 

 
Thank you for your correspondence.  Our tribe has no comment and no further 
interest in the Casper Resource Management Plan at this time. 
 

Name of individual responding to this form:  
 
          
    (Please print) 
 
Title:          
    (Please print) 
 
Telephone No.         
 
 
Date:          
 
 
Signature:           
 

If there is someone else we should contact regarding this correspondence, please indicate their 
name, title, address, and telephone number below: 
 
Name:          Title:        
 
Address:             
 
Telephone No.        
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Casper Field Office Planning Area 
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