FINAL SCOPING REPORT
BUFFALO RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN REVISION

Appendix C

SCOPING MATERIALS




Final Scoping Report — Appendix C

TABLE OF CONTENTS
IMEEtING NOTICES ...ttt e st e e e e s s e abbae e e e e e s eeans C-1
SCOPING Press REIEASES ...ccovuvvieeiiiiiieieiiiie ettt s aeee s C-1
SCOPING BUIBEIN...ciiiiiiiii et aae e e C-4
Meeting HandOURS...........c.uiiiiiiiiiecee et C-6
Scoping Meeting Agenda and How to Comment ........coccceeevviiieeiniiveeennnnen. C-6
Resource Management Plan Objectives and Planning Issues ..........c.cccceene. C-8
Scoping Process and Resource Management Plan Timeline....................... c-10
IMEEting DISPIAYS ........ovveiiiiiiieieeeee e e e e e e e e e e e brrrae e e e e eenan C-12
Resource Management Plan Revision Process and Project Description..... C-12
Minerals and Energy Development .........ccuevivciieeeiiieee e eeieee e seieee e C-15
Special Designations and ReCreation........cccceccvvvveeeeeeeecciirieeeee e, C-18
Vegetation and Habitat Management......ccccccoeveccvveeeeee e, C-21
Y T4 B T £ (Y= PR C-24
Scoping Meeting Sign-In Sheet Template.......ccccvveeeeieevcciiieeeee e, C-24

Buffalo Resource Management Plan Revision C-i



Final Scoping Report — Appendix C

MEETING NOTICES
Scoping Press Releases

Number: 08-47
Date: August 13, 2008
CAsSPER FIELD OFFICE

Wyoming News

=
Bureau of Land Management

J5R7 ector Drive

Cortact: Lesley & Colling, 307/261-7603

BLM Buffalo Field Office to Revise Buffalo Resource Management Plan Revision

The Bureau of Leand Management (BLID, Buffalo Field Office (BFOD) announced yesterday that they are
revising the existing 22 wear-old BFO Resource Management Plan (EIE).

The revized BFO EWP will prowvide future directi on for managing 800,000 acres of BLMW-administered
sutface land and 4. 7 million acres of BLM —administered mineral estate in Campbell, Johnson, and
Sheridan counties in central Wy oming.

Due to emerging issues and changing laws, BLM will reevaluate the various uses on public land
and determine the up-to-date policies that provide a balance of multiple uses during the revision
process.

The major issues include 1) energy and mineral resource exploration and development, including
consistency with the National Energy policy; 2) access to and transportati on on BLI lands, 3) recreation
and off-highway vehicle (OHV) management; 47 wildlife habitat and management of crucial habitat and
migration corridors; 3) management and the cumul ative effect of land uses and human activities on
threatened, endangered, candidate, and sensitive species and their habitats; &) vegetation, including
impacts of invasive non-native species; 7) management of cultural and paleontological resources,
including national historic trails; 8) landownership adjustments; 2) fire management and consistency with
the Mational Fire Plan, 10) livestock grazing; 11) visual resource management; and 12) air and water
quality. The BLI 15 requesting the help of the public in identifying additional 1ssues to be addressed in
the planning effort.

The revision is anticipated to take four years to complete. The BLW will utilize early and ongoing
extensive public inweolvement throughout the process.

For moreinformation, please contact Linda Slone, BLM Wyoming Office Flanning and Environmental
Coordinator, at {307 261-7520.

-BLM-
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Number: 3-06
Date: MNovember 10, 2008

BUFFALO FIELD OFFICE

Wyoming News ?

=
Bureau of Land Management

1425 Fart Sreet

Buttolo, WY H2534

Contact Lesley & Colling, 30772617603
BLM Seeks Input on Buffalo Field Office RMP Revision

The Bureau of Land Man agement (BLIWD, Buffaloe Field Office (BFO), 15 asking the public to
provide resource information, 1ssues, and concerns as the agency begins the process of revising
the BFO Eesource Management Plan (EXP). As part of this project, a supporting environmental
impact statement (EI3) 15 also being prepared.

The existing BFO EMP was approved in October 1985, and several updates have occurred since
that time. Current EMP decisions are on the BFO web site:
hitp: Mwww blm . goviwy/stienfield officesBuffal ofbfoplan html

The revized BFO EMP will provide future direction for managing apprezmimately 800,000 acres
of BLM-administered surface land and 4. 7-million acres of BLIM—administere d mineral estate in
Campbell, Johnson, and Shen dan counties in north-central Wyoming.

Anintegral component of the BFO EWE rewizion 12 public involvement. This request for public
input 18 the first opportunity for local interests and residents to participate and share their insights
and comments. As BLM proceeds with the planning effort, additional opportunities For public
participation will be provided.

Emerging 1ssues and changing laws necessitate revision of the BFO RMF. The majorissues are
1) energy and mineral rescurce exploration and development; 2) access to and transportation on
BLIM lands; 3)recreation and off-highway vehicle management; 4) wildlife habitat management;
o management and the cumulative effect of land uses and human activities on threatened,
endangered, candidate, and sensitive species and their habitats; &) vegetation, including impacts
of invasive non-native species, 7) management of cultural and paleontological resources,
including historic trails; 8) landewnership adjustments, 9 fire management; 10) livestock
grazing; 11) wvisual resource management; 12) Areas of Critical Enwironmental Concern (A CEC),
TWilderness Study Areas (W3A), Wild and Zcenic Rivers (W&SE), or other special management
areas; and 13) air and water quality. The BLI is requesting the help of the public in 1 dentifying
additional izsues to be addressed in the planning effort.

To assure that the best available information is used in completing the BFO EMP rewision, BLIM
is requesting public input of any available resource information or data relevant to this planning
area. The BLM iz also requesting interest and information ot coal resource development
potential and other resources that may be affected by coal development for lands in the planning
area. Industry, State, local governments, and the public may submit information on lands that

Cc-2 Buffalo Resource Management Plan Revision
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should or should not be considered for coal leasing, including statements describing why the
lands should or should not be considered for leasing. This request is in accordance with 43 CFR
3420.1-2, fulfilling the required call for coal and other resource information.

The BLLM has scheduled five public scoping meetings at the times and locations shown below.

Meeting Date Facility Time
Site
Wright Monday, Wright Branch Library 3 pm. to & pm.
December 1, 2008 105 Wright Blvd.
Wright, WY 82732
Buffalo Tuesday, Johnson County Library 3 p.m. to 8 p.m.
December 2, 2008 Meeling Room
171 North Adams
Buffalo, WY 82834
Gillette Wednesday, Campbell County Library 3p.m. to 8 pm.
December 3, 2008 Wyoming Room
2101 South 4 ] Road
Gillette, WY 82718
Sheridan Thursday, Sheridan County Library 3 pm. to 8 pm.
December 4, 2008 Inner Circle Meeting Room
315 West Alger
Sheridan, WY §2801
Kaycee Friday Kaycee Community Library |3 p.m. to 8 p.m.
December 5, 2008 231 Ritter Street
Kaycee, WY 82639

These meetings were scheduled to provide an opportunity the public an opportunity to comment
on development of the BFO RMP/EIS. Along with presentations at 3:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. and
question and answer sessions, there will be time to visit one on one with the specialists with
additional questions, comments, or concerns.

Written comments and data submissions are due within 30 days after the last public scoping
meeting or by January 5, 2009. Written comments and data submissions should be submitted to
BFO RMP Revision Project Manager, BLM Buffalo Field Office, 1425 Fort Street Buffalo,
Wyoming 82834. Electronic comments may be sent to BRMP_Rev_WYMail@blm.gov.

For more information or to have your name added to the RMP mailing list, contact Linda Slone

at (307) 261-7520.

-BLM-
www. blm. govwwy/
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Scoping Bulletin

S

Dear Neighbor, November 2008

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Buffalo Field Office A7 Integral part of developing the Buffalo RMPis public
(BFO), Wyoming is revising its Resource Management Plan involvement. lScop\ng s alprocess bywhmh BLM soligits input
(RMP} and preparing an associated Environmental Impact from the pubhp and other interested agencies on the nature
Statement (EISY. The RMP revision will replace the existing and extent of issues and impacts to be addressed in the RMP

Buffalo RMP of 1985. The purpose of the RMP revision will be revision and the methods by which they will be examined. The
to establish goals and okjectives for resource management; O IGial scoping period began with the publication of the Notice

identify lands that are open or available for certain uses, of Intent (NI} to revise the Buffalo RMP in the Federal
including any restrictions, and lands that are closed to certain  Register on November 14, 2008.

uses; provide comprehensive management direction forall  The BFO has scheduled five public scoping meetings (see the
resources and uses; and contain broad scale decisions back page for times and locations). These meetings are
guiding future site-specific implementation decisions. scheduled to provide an opportunity for you to comment on

The revised RMP is being developed to provide future direction de"‘?“’pme"‘t thh? Buffalo M revEIOn: Wlming o
) ) } public scoping period will end on January 5, 2009, your

for managing approximately 800,000 acres of public lands :

and 5.7 million acres of mineral estate in north-central comments and questions are always welcome.

Wyoming. The planning area includes Campbell, Johnson, and Thank you for your interest in the Buffalo RMP revision. |

Sheridan counties. This area contains vast deposits of oil, gas  invite you to remain involved throughout the RMP revision

and coal, in addition to providing a variety of resources such process.

as wildlife habitat and rangelands for livestock grazing. The

public lands and adjacent Bighorn National Forest provide Sincerely,

many opportunities for recreational activities. P

What's Next? A wu-r»_«ﬁ__

This is the first planning bulletin in a series designed to

provide you with information on what is happening in the Chris Hanson

Buffalo RMP revision process. These planning bulleting Bureau of Land Management
should keep you current on issues and events during the RMP  Buffalo Field Cffice Manager
revision.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN AN RMP AnD Ax EIS?

An RMP is a set of comprehensive, long-range decisions concerning the use and management of resources administered by

the BLM. The RMP will:

e establish goals and objectives for resource management and the measures needed to achieve those goals and objec-
tives,

e identify lands that are open and available for certain uses, including any restrictions, and lands that are ¢losed to cer-
tain uses, and

* provide comprehensive management direction for all resources and uses.

In order to revise the RMP, BLM is required by Section 102 of the National Environmental Policy Act to prepare an EIS. The

EIS analyzes the environmental impacts of & number of management alternatives, including a no action alternative and pre-

ferred alternative. Each alternative represents a potential RMP.

WHY IS THE BLM REVISING THE RMP?

The Federal Land Policy and Management Act requires the BLM to develop RMPs and update/revise them when appropri-

ate. The revision process approach includes building on experience, applying new science, and working with collaborators.

WHEN CAN | COMMENT?

Several official comment periods will occur throughout the RMP revision process, the first being the public scoping period.

The public scoping period began with the publication of the NCI to revise the Buffalo RMP in the Federal Register on Novem-

ber 14, 2008 and will ¢lose January 5, 2009. You may submit your comments in writing, by phone, by email, or by attending

a public scoping meeting during this time. BLM is open to accepting comments at anytime during the RMP revision process.

c4 Buffalo Resource Management Plan Revision
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MEETING HANDOUTS

Increased public participation results in a more comprehensive environmental document.

information
* Return the enclosed postcard

= During the formal scoping pericd,
discuss scoping and the full RMP process

How to Get Involved in the Buffalo RMP Process:
= Afttend a public scoping meeting (schedule below)
*  Submit comments via phone, mail, or email
+* Visit the BLM Buffalo RMP Revision website for more

BLM is available to

For More Information Contact:
RMP Project Manager: Linda Slone
Phone: 307-261-7520
Email: BEMP Rev WYMail@blm gov

RMP Revision Website: http://www.blm gov/wy/st/en/

programs/Planning/rmps/buffalo.html
Buffalo Field Office Address: 1425 Fort Street,
Buffalo, WY 82834

Public Scoping Meetings Schedule

Date

City

Location

Monday, December 1, 2008
3:00 pm. to 800 p.m.

Wright, Wyoming

Wright Branch Public Library
105 Wright Blvd, Wright, Wyoming 82732

Tuesday, December 2, 2008
300 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Buffalo, Wyoming

Johnson County Library, Meeting Room
171 Neorth Adams, Buffalo, Wyoming 82834

Wednesday, December 3, 2008
3:00 pm. to 8:00 p.m.

Gillette, Wyoming

Campbell County Library, Wyoming Room
2101 South 4 J Road, Gillette, Wyoming 82718

Thursday, December 4, 2008
3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Sheridan, Wyoming

Sheridan County Library, Inner Circle Meeting Room
315 West Alger, Sheridan, Wyoming 82801

Friday, December 5, 2008
3:00 pm. to 800 p.m.

Kaycee, Wyoming

Kaycee Community Library

231 Ritter Street, Kaycee, Wyoming 82639

Formal presentations on the project will take place at 3:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
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Scoping Meeting Agenda and How to Comment

Welcome...

Welcome to the Buffalo Resource Management Plan (RMP)
Revision Project public scoping meeting. The goal of tonight's meeting
is to inform you about the project and encourage you to participate in
the environmental process by sharing the issues you think should
be addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

OpentHouse:
3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

KormaliPresentation's:
3:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

Station's:
- Welcome/Sign-In
RMP Process & Project Description
Vegetation and Habitat Managem

Land Tenure, Access, Trans_p..o’
Special Designations

Energy and Mineral Resources
- Comment Station

During the open house, please visit each station to learn about this
project and provide your comments and concerns to the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM).

Buffalo Resource Management Plan Revision
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Making Comments...

Your comments and ideas are crucial to the project, so please visit the
Comment Station to provide us with your feedback! Also, please feel
free to direct questions to the staff available at each station.

Providing Comments:

To provide comments, please fill out a comment form. Completed
forms may be handed to any staff member, placed in the basket at the
comment station, emailed to BRMP_Rev_WYMail@blm.gov or mailed
to the address below, postmarked by January 5, 2009.

BureaulofilfandiManagement
Buffalo RMP Project Manager
1425 Fort Street
Buffalo, WY 82834
Phone: (307) 261-7520

‘Please note: Byindliuding your name and address on correspondence, you agree the information
may be made public as part of the environmental process.

Keys to Making Effective Comments:

Your involvement and input are essential in helping the BLM make informed
decisions during the process. Listed below are tips on how to make your
comments useful and effective:

= Bespecific. State particular reasons for your concerns instead of making
broad statements.

o Focus your comments on particular issues or resources and provide details.

o Let us know what environmental and community factors you consider
important for analysis.

. hankyou for.coming!s=

e — e
A R

—x‘.L-: T sl
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Resource Management Plan Objectives and Planning Issues

Buffalo Resource Management Plan Revision

What is the Buffalo Resource Management Plan
(RMP) Revision Project?

The Planning Area Includes:
3 Wilderness Study Areas
5 Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern
6 Proposed Special Recreation Management Areas
e 3 State Wildlife Management Areas

Preliminary Issues Identified for Analysis:
Energy and Minerals Management
Access to and Transportation on BLM lands
Recreation and Off-Highway Vehicle Management
Wildlife Habitat Management

continued: —»

Cc-8 Buffalo Resource Management Plan Revision
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Buffalo Resource Management Plan Revision

Threatened, Endangered, Proposed, Candidate, and
Sensitive Species and their habitats

Vegetation, including impacts of invasive species

Management of Cultural and Paleontological Resources,
including historic trails

Landownership Adjustments
Fire Management

Livestock Grazing

Visual Resource Management
Air and Water Quality

Whatis'the National Environmental Policy Act?

respect to any eh\rl

..,.-n i’,&f / 4 -

*""“--—-._

Buffalo Resource Management Plan Revision
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Scoping Process and Resource Management Plan Timeline

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is revising the Buffalo Resource Man-
agement Plan (RMP). An RMP provides a framework for managing BLM-
administered lands. The Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA)
requires the BLM to develop RMPs and update/revise them when appropriate.
In addition to FLPMA, the Naticnal Envircnmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires
federal agencies to consider the environmental impacts of their proposed ac-
tions and reasonable alternatives to those actions. Therefore an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed in conjunction with the RMP revision.

The Scoping Process

The BLM is committed to involving the public. Scoping meetings provide citizen
and government agencies the opportunity to learn more about the project and
ensure the public has a fair and equal opportunity to provide comments. Public
input and comments help shape the environmental analysis and allow

decision makers to have the most accurate and inclusive information available.

The scoping process:

¢ Defines the environmental issues that guide the agency in devel-
opment of a range of project alternatives.

¢ Provides the public an opportunity to learn about the project and
provide input.

e Allows the BLM to identify and address issues and concerns re-
garding the project.

Next Opportunity for Public Comment

Your next formal opportunity to comment will be during the 20-day Public Com-
ment Period on the Draft RMP and EIS which will occur in the fall/winter
2010/2011. Public meetings will be held during this pericd. While the 90-day
Public Comment Period is the next formal comment period, BLM accepts and
considers public input throughout the RMP revision process.

Your invelvement and input are an important part of the RMP revision process!

c-10
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Buffalo RMP Revision Timeline Notice of Intent Published in Federal Register
November 14, 2008

The RMP revision process is
completed simultaneously and
in conjunction with the NEPA
process.

Your input is needed! T—— > " January 5, 2009
Ll

Formulation of Alternatives
Summer 2009

inH

Preparation of the Draft RMP and EIS
Fall/Winter 2009/2010

ful

Notice of Availability of Draft RMP and EIS
Fall 2010

, ; 90-Day Public Comment Period
Your input is needed! ——— > FallWinter 2010/2011

L]

Preparation of Proposed RMP and Final EIS
Spring/Summer 2011
s X
Notice of Availability of Proposed RMP and Final EIS
Winter 2012

11

30-Day Protest Period / 60-Day Governor's

Consistency Review: Winter 2012

ful

Record of Decision and Approved RMP
Fall 2012

Buffalo Resource Management Plan Revision C-11
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MEETING DISPLAYS
Resource Management Plan Revision Process and Project Description

What is the Process?

The BLM will consider the following throughout the Resource
Management Plan (RMP) revision:

© Observe multiple use and sustained iand EIS Timeline

yield;

© Use a systematic interdisciplinary
approach;

© Consider areas requiring special
management;

© Consider present and potential uses
of public land;

© Consider and solicit public input
throughout the process; and

© Coordinate with applicable tribal,
federal, state, and local agencies.

i
Gl 5
[ & NOATor the
ised AMPand Final EI5
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The Buffalo planning area includes approximately 800,000 acres
of BLM-administered surface and 4.8 million acres of mineral

estate in Campbell, Johnson and Sheridan counties in north-
central Wyoming.

Area Total Acres BLM Surface a1 _M_'"_E'ﬁl
Estate
Buffalo Field Office

g 834 =
Planning Area 7,358,834 78

Campell County 3,066,515

~ Johnson County 2,669,755
E‘»ﬂan County 1,619,133

Buffalo Resource Management Plan Revision Cc-13
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What is the Buffalo Resource Management Plan Revision Project?

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) issued a Notice of Intent on November
14, 2008 to prepare the Buffalo Field Office (BFO) Resource Management Plan
(RMP) Revision and associated Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

An RMP is a land use plan that provides a framework for managing BLM-
administered lands over the next 15 to 20 years.

The RMP will:

© Establish goals and objectives that describe the desired future condition
for resources and resource uses in the Buffalo planning area;

O Identify management actions anticipated to achieve stated goals and
objectives;

© Provide a framework for subsequent implementation level decisions for
the next 15 to 20 years; and

© lIdentify lands that are open, closed, or restricted for resource uses.

C-14 Buffalo Resource Management Plan Revision
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Mineral and

Energy Development
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Buffalo Resource M_anggemenl Plan

Whatare theoil andeast
nﬁ-’fhe;:praﬂuction of oil and 2nd in

planning area, federal oil and
cover approximately 2,627,745
ge represents approximately

' total acres of mineral estate in

Thetable'belowidentifiesthe aein 1 1] Ellﬂthe BUTfa15}
s cns wtis | "R s e

Campbell

Johnson 2,44 1,141

I Sheridan 2,996

| Total 2 14,472
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Special Designations and Recreation

e N
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Buffalo Resource Management Plan Revision

Whatarethe recreationjissues in the Buffaleo planning area?

'Public access'-;.
Public health a
Protection of
Others?

Buffalo Resource Management Plan Revision c-19
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Buffalo Resource Management Plan Revision

What recreational opportunities exist in the Buffalo planning area?

Fishing
Hunﬁqg;

ﬁ“"ﬁ-"ﬂé{‘: ™ S L

In 2008, approximately 31,400 people visited the Buffalo planning area for recreational purposes:

C-20 Buffalo Resource Management Plan Revision
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Vegetation and Habitat Management

How should forests and woodlands be managed in the Buffalo planning area?

Conifer forest and juniper woodland plant communities are growing on
82,096 acres in the Buffalo planning area. The forestlands comprise
approximately 65,000 acres and are situated in the Big Horn Mountain Range.

The dominant species growing within these forestlands are:
O Douglas fir
o Lodgepole pine
2  Ponderosa pine

Woodlands comprise approximately 17,096 acres in
the Buffalo planning area. The major species which
comprise woodlands include ponderosa pine and
Rocky Mountain juniper.

Forest products from public lands may include:

< Christmas trees

O Traditional logs, firewood, posts and poles
Q  Chips and shavings for animal bedding

2 Alternative fuels such as pellets

Forest Management Issues:

Forest health
Insect and disease

Expansion of the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI)

Expansion of forests into meadow habitats

Air quality associated with the burning of slash piles

Woodland management and wildlife cover and habitat in energy
production areas

Others?

¢ CoO0OCCOVO

T

i
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Other Environmental Issues?

T _"e‘IEiM encourages you to submit written comments about urban development,

mineral development, safety, or other issues in the planning area.

C-22 Buffalo Resource Management Plan Revision
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How should vegetation be managed in the planning area?

Vegetation resources in the planning area are diverse and include prairie,
sagebrush shrublands, riparian areas, and forest communities. These areas
are used for consumptive and non-consumptive uses including livestock
grazing, recreation, and wildlife. These lands are located in Johnson,
Campbell and Sheridan Counties, with the majority of the public lands being
located in Johnson County.

nly
Yak only
Cattle and horse
Cattle, sheep and horse

Total

The Buffalo Field Office manages 427 grazing leases in the planning area,
authorizing approximately 106,078 animal unit months (AUMs) of livestock
forage. Grazing leases are for cattle only, sheep only, cattle and sheep,
horses only, and bison or yaks. Approximately 400 livestock operators use
BLM-administered lands in the planning area.

The following Special Status Species occur in grassland/shrubland habitats:

2 Ferruginous hawk

O Greater sage-grouse

2  Mountain plover

O  Black-tailed prairie dog

Vegetation Management Issues:

Conflicting demands for vegetation resources
Expansion of invasive weeds
Use of vegetation treatments
Others?

00O
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SIGN-IN SHEET
Scoping Meeting Sign-In Sheet Template

DATE:

Buffalo Resource Management Plan Revision

Public Scoping Meeting -- Please Sign in!
LOCATION:

PLEASE PRINT

PLEASE READ: If you would ke a copy of the draft resource management plan (RMP) and environmental impact statement (EIS) mailed to you, please check either the hard copy
or compact dise [CD) box below. Names and addresses from this sign-in sheet will be used to complle a mailing list for distributing future information regarding this project.
Comments submitted to BLM for use in this planning eftort, including names and home addresses of individuals submitting comments, are subject to disclosure under the Freedom
of Infformation Act (FOIA) (5 U.S.C. 522). Written comments received during the public scoping process may be published as part of the environmental analysis process. After the
close of the public scoping period, public comments submitted, including names, e-mail addresses, and street addresses of respondents, will be available for public review at the
BLM Buffalo Field Office during regular business hours (7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.], Monday through Friday {except tederal holidays).

Thank You for Coming!

o Address City State | Zip Code Email

Name

C-24
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