
 

 
  

 

  

  

  

    

How should forests and woodlands be managed in the Buffalo planning area? 

Conifer forest and juniper woodland plant communities are growing on
 
82,096 acres in the Buffalo planning area. The forestlands comprise
 
approximately 65,000 acres and are situated in the Big Horn Mountain Range.
 

The dominant species growing within these forestlands are: 

•	 	 
•	 	 
•	 	 

Douglas	fir		 	 	 	 	 	 	
 
	 	
 Lodgepole	pine		 	 	 	
 
	 	
 Ponderosa	pine	 

Woodlands comprise approximately 17,096 acres in 

the Buffalo planning area. The major species which 

comprise woodlands include ponderosa pine and
 
Rocky Mountain juniper.
 

Forest products from public lands may include: 

	 	 •	 	 Alternative	fuels	such	as	pellets 

	 	 •	 	 Traditional	logs,	firewood,	posts	and	poles
 
	 	
 •	 	 

•	 	 Christmas	trees		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
 

Chips	and	shavings	for	animal	bedding			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

Forest Management Issues: 

	 	 •	 	 Woodland	management	and	wildlife	cover	and	habitat	in	energy			 	 

•	 	 
•	 	 
•	 	 
•	 	 

•	 	 

•	 	 Forest	health		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 
	 	 Insect	and	disease
 
	 	
 Expansion	of	the	Wildland	Urban	Interface	(WUI)
 
	 	
 Expansion	of	forests	into	meadow	habitats	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		 	 
	 	 Air	quality	associated	with	the	burning	of	slash	piles 

production areas 
	 	 Others? 



What are the issues associated with fire in the Buffalo planning area? 

What are the issues associated with urban development? 

Other Environmental Issues? 

The BLM encourages you to submit written comments about urban development, 

mineral development, safety, or other issues in the planning area. 



  

 
 
 

      

 
 
 

      

 

 

   

  

   

How should vegetation be managed in the planning area? 

Vegetation resources in the planning area are diverse and include prairie, 
sagebrush shrublands, riparian areas, and forest communities. These areas 
are used for consumptive and non-consumptive uses including livestock 
grazing, recreation, and wildlife. These lands are located in Johnson, 
Campbell and Sheridan Counties, with the majority of the public lands being 
located in Johnson County.  

The Buffalo Field Office manages 427 grazing leases in the planning area, 
authorizing approximately 106,078 animal unit months (AUMs) of livestock 
forage. Grazing leases are for cattle only, sheep only, cattle and sheep, 
horses only, and bison or yaks. Approximately 400 livestock operators use 
BLM-administered lands in the planning area. 

The following Special Status Species occur in grassland/shrubland habitats: 

Ferruginous	hawk		 	 	 	 	 	 

	 	 	 •	 	 Black-tailed	prairie	dog	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

	 	 	 
•	 	 

•	 	 
•	 	 Greater	sage-grouse		 	 	 

	 	 	 Mountain	plover	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

Vegetation Management Issues: 

Conflicting	demands	for	vegetation	resources		 

	 	 	 •	 	 Others? 

	 	 	 
•	 	 

•	 	 
•	 	 Expansion	of	invasive	weeds 

	 	 	 Use	of	vegetation	treatments 

Type of Livestock Number of Allotments 

Cattle only 362 

Sheep only 18 

Cattle and sheep 24 

Horses only 5 

Bison only 2 

Yak only 1 

Cattle and horse 11 

Cattle, sheep and horse 4 

Total 427 
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