
 

 

 

 
 

May 2010 
Dear Neighbor, 

Thank you for your continued interest in the
Buffalo Resource Management Plan (RMP) 
Revision.  This is our fifth newsletter since 
we began the Buffalo RMP revision 
process.  Currently we are on schedule to 
issue the Notice of Availability of the Draft 
Buffalo RMP and Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) in about one year, during 
the spring of 2011. 

During the intervening period, the Buffalo 
Field Office staff and Cooperating Agencies 
will be working to solidify the alternatives, 
including the preferred alternative, and to 
complete the effects analysis of all the 
alternatives. 

Where are we in the revision process? 

The Buffalo Field Office staff has recently 
completed a draft of the effects analysis for
the range of alternatives.  The effects 
analysis identifies the impacts that may 
result from implementing each of the 
alternatives:  Alternative A continues 
current management, Alternative B focuses 
on resource conservation, and Alternative C
focuses on resource development. 

As required by the National Environmental 
Policy Act, the BLM must estimate and 
describe the physical, biological, economic, 
and social effects of implementing each 
alternative considered in detail.  The 
analysis should provide adequate 
information about the direct, indirect, and 
cumulative impacts of each alternative. 

Using the effects analysis of alternatives A, 
B, and C, and other issues raised 
throughout the revision process, the 
Buffalo Field Office staff and Cooperating 
Agencies came together in April 2010 for a 
workshop to develop a preferred 
alternative.  The workshop provided a 
forum for BLM specialists and Cooperating 
Agencies to discuss issues and concerns 
associated with the alternatives.  The BLM 
will continue to edit and gather input from 
Cooperating Agencies on the preferred 
alternative before its inclusion in the Draft 
RMP and EIS.  More information about the 
selection of the preferred alternative is 
provided on the back of this newsletter. 

Once the preferred alternative is 
developed, it will be analyzed and included 
in the effects analysis.  Once complete, the 
effects analysis will be included in Chapter 
4 of the Draft RMP and EIS. 

Again, thank you for your participation and 
comments.  I invite you to remain involved 
throughout the RMP revision process. 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Duane Spencer  
Bureau of Land Management 
Buffalo Field Office Manager 

Where are we now? 

Preparation of 
Draft RMP and EIS 

2010 

Notice of Availability of 
Draft RMP and EIS 

Spring 2011 

Record of Decision and 
Approved RMP 
Winter 2013 

30‐Day Protest Period/  
60‐Day Governor’s  
Consistency Review 

Summer 2012 

Notice of Availability of  
Proposed RMP and Final EIS 

Summer 2012 

Preparation of Proposed 
RMP and Final EIS 

2011—2012 

90‐Day Public 
Comment Period 

Spring 2011 

Notice of Intent Published 
in Federal Register 
November 14, 2008 

Public Scoping Period Ends 
January 5, 2009 

Preparation of Analysis of 
the Management Situation 

Winter 2008 

Formulation of Alternatives 

2009—2010 
 

 Shading indicates 

steps completed 

Buffalo RMP Revision Website 

The RMP revision website is regularly 
updated with information, documents, 
and announcements.  We encourage 
you to learn more about the revision 
process by visiting the website at http://
www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/programs/
Planning/rmps/buffalo.html.  

Public Mailing List 

If you are already receiving information 
about the Buffalo RMP revision, you will 
remain on the mailing list.  If you would like 
to be added or deleted from the mailing list 
you may do so by contacting Tom Bills at 
(307) 684-1133, email 
BRMP_Rev_WYMail@blm.gov, or by mailing 
your request to 1425 Fort Street, Buffalo, 
WY 82834. 



Selection of the Preferred Alternative 

As required by BLM’s planning guidance, the BLM must 
select a preferred alternative which provides a combina-
tion of potential planning decisions that best meets the 
BLM’s multiple use and sustained yield mandates.  The 
preferred alternative may be a combination of manage-
ment actions from alternatives A, B, and C or a compila-
tion of different planning decisions that meet the plan-
ning criteria.  The selection of the preferred alternative 
(Alternative D) is conducted through extensive collabora-
tion with Cooperating Agencies and consideration of is-
sues determined to be within the scope of the RMP revi-
sion. 

After a preferred alternative is selected, the BLM will ana-
lyze the impacts of the preferred alternative for compari-
son to alternatives A, B, and C.  The impact analysis will 
provide the BLM with further information about the envi-
ronmental consequences of implementing the preferred 
alternative. 

A final RMP decision will not be made until after public 
outreach is conducted during the 90-day comment period 
following publication of the Draft RMP and EIS. 

Looking Ahead 

Publication of the Draft RMP and EIS is anticipated to oc-
cur in the spring of 2011.  The Draft RMP and EIS  

describes the purpose and need for the plan, the affected 
environment, the alternatives for managing public lands 
within the planning area, the impact analysis of those al-
ternatives, and consultation and coordination in which 
the BLM engaged in developing the plan. 

After publication, there will be a 90-day comment period 
during which time the public may comment on any aspect 
of the document.  The BLM will consider all public com-
ments, revise the RMP and EIS as necessary, and then 
issue a final EIS and proposed RMP. 

BLM Buffalo Field Office 
ATTN:  RMP Project Manager 

1425 Fort Street 
Buffalo, WY 82834 
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