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Dear Neighbor,

Thanks for your continued participation in
the Buffalo Resource Management Plan
(RMP) Revision process. Currently we are
on schedule to issue the Notice of
Availability for the Draft Buffalo RMP and
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in
the Federal Register in fall 2011.

Where are we in the revision process?

The Buffalo Field Office staff recently
completed a Preliminary Draft of the RMP
and EIS which has been sent to
Cooperating Agencies and BLM resource
specialists for review and comment.
During the coming months, we will
continue to refine and revise the
document based upon comments received
and continued input from Cooperating
Agencies.

The Draft RMP and EIS analyzes four
management alternatives, including the
Preferred Alternative, to determine the
potential impacts on the environment and
management of public lands in the
planning area (a description of each
alternative is provided on the back of this
newsletter).

The Preferred Alternative represents the
BLM’s preferred management approach at
this stage in the process.

Management Plan Revision

April 2011
What'’s next?

Following publication of the Draft EIS this
fall, there will be a 90-day comment period
during which time the public may
comment on the document. During this

time, the BLM will hold a series of public

meetings across the planning area. The
public is encouraged to attend these
meetings to learn more about the Draft
RMP and EIS. BLM managers and
resource specialists will be available at the
meetings to answer questions.

After careful consideration of your

comments, a Final EIS and proposed RMP
is anticipated to be published in fall 2012.

Again, thank you for your interest. We

encourage you to stay involved in the RMP
revision process.

Sincerely,

Dfooms e Ao

Duane Spencer
Bureau of Land Management
Buffalo Field Office Manager

Shading indicates

Spring 2013

steps completed

Buffalo RMP Revision Website

The RMP revision website is regularly
updated with information, documents,
and announcements. We encourage
you to learn more about the revision
process by visiting the website at http://
www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/programs/
Planning/rmps/buffalo.html.

Public Mailing List

If you are already receiving information
about the Buffalo RMP revision, you will
remain on the mailing list. If you would like
to be added or deleted from the mailing list
you may do so by contacting Tom Bills at
(307) 684-1133, email
BRMP_Rev_WYMail@blm.gov, or by mailing
your request to 1425 Fort Street, Buffalo,
WY 82834.
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Overview of the RMP Revision Process

The purpose of the RMP Revision is to revise the 1985 Buf-
falo RMP as updated by the 2001 Buffalo RMP Update and
amended by the 2003 RMP Amendments for the Powder
River Basin Qil and Gas Project (existing plan) in order to
address new laws and changing conditions within the plan-
ning area.

The scoping process began on November 14, 2008 when
the BLM published a Notice of Intent in the Federal Register
to revise the existing plan and prepare a supporting EIS.

The BLM invited local government entities and other federal
agencies to participate as Cooperating Agencies in the plan-
ning process. The Cooperating Agencies provided expertise
and input throughout the revision process, including during
the alternatives development process.

Initially, three alternatives (Alternatives A through C) were
developed. Each alternative provides a different emphasis
for managing the public lands and resources within the plan-
ning area and represents a complete and reasonable land
use plan (see box at right).

As required by BLM’s planning guidance, a Preferred Alter-
native, Alternative D, has been selected and is presented in
the Draft EIS for comparison with the other alternatives.

A final RMP decision will not be made until after public out-
reach is conducted during the 90-day comment period fol-
lowing publication of the Draft EIS.

Overview of Buffalo Draft RMP and
EIS Alternatives

Alternative A - Continuation of Current Management (No
Action). Continues the existing management and use of
public lands and resources at approved levels in the
planning area.

Alternative B - Resource Conservation. Emphasizes con-
servation of physical, biological, heritage and visual re-
sources, and areas with special designations with con-
straints on resource uses.

Alternative C — Resource Utilization. Emphasizes re-
source uses by reducing protections afforded to physical,
biological, heritage and visual resources. Conservation of
environmental and cultural resources is still provided,
but the major emphasis is on resource development.

Alternative D - Preferred Alternative. Generally allows
resource use if the activity can be conducted in a man-
ner that conserves physical, biological, and heritage and
visual resources.
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