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WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS ELIGIBILITY REVIEW: WASHAKIE RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT PLAN PLANNING AREA

Bureau of Land Management (BLM)-administered public land surfaces (public lands) along 143
waterways in the Washakie Resource Management Plan (RMP) planning area were reviewed for
Wild and Scenic Rivers (WSR) eligibility (see Table Al). Public lands along 134 of these
waterways were found not to meet the eligibility criteria and dropped from further consideration.
Public lands along nine waterways were determined to meet the eligibility criteria and are presented
below in Section II.

I PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT DURING THE WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS
ELIGIBILITY REVIEW.

On November 28, 2001, BLM planning team members for the Washakie RMP made preliminary
WSR eligibility determinations for public lands along waterways within the Washakie RMP planning
area. Table A2 provides the names and contact information for those individuals who attended the
WSR eligibility review in the Worland Field Office on that date. At this time, these determinations
have not been submitted to the public for review and comment. The public will be given the
opportunity to comment on the eligibility review results during the normal scoping process and
throughout the environmental analysis and planning process for the Washakie RMP planning effort.
Any comments made by the public concerning the determinations made in this review will be taken
into consideration and documented in the RMP planning process. This WSR eligibility review may
be modified if deemed necessary as a result of public comments.

IL. RESULTS OF THE WSR ELIGIBILITY REVIEW OF PUBLIC LANDS ALONG
WATERWAYS IN THE WASHAKIE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN
PLANNING AREA

PUBLIC LANDS ALONG CANYON CREEK DETERMINED TO MEET THE WSR
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.

Segment of Waterway Reviewed

The segment of Canyon Creek reviewed is 1.30 miles long. It begins in the NE'/, of section 20 and
ends in the EY; of section 18; T. 47 N., R.87 W. Within this segment of waterway, the creek flows
through one public land parcel determined to meet the WSR eligibility criteria. The length of
Canyon Creek through this public land parcel is 1.30 miles, which is the entire length of the
waterway segment reviewed. This public land parcel includes a number of rock shelters determined
to have multiple occupations and are eligible for inclusion in the National Registry of Historic Places
(NRHP). The artifacts found on public lands are of regional importance and are very well preserved.
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Table Al and Attachment B contain further details on the public land parcel along Canyon Creek
that meets the WSR eligibility criteria. Figure A1 shows the public lands involved.

PUBLIC LANDS ALONG DEEP CREEK DETERMINED TO MEET THE WSR
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.

Segment of Waterway Reviewed

The segment of Deep Creek reviewed is 5.07 miles long. It begins in the SW'/, of section 19, T. 42
N., R. 87 W. and ends in the SW'/, of section 1; T. 42 N., R. 88 W. Within this segment of
waterway, the creek flows through one public land parcel determined to meet the WSR eligibility
criteria. The length of Deep Creek through this public land parcel is 5.07 miles, which is the entire
length of the waterway segment reviewed. This public land parcel includes a large, colorful canyon
with vertical walls nearly 1,000 feet high. Small falls and plunge pools exist within the waterway
segment. The public lands are a focal point for anglers both within the region and nationally, with
the species of sport fish present including brown, rainbow, and cutthroat trout. Recreationists who
visit the area are offered a remote, wilderness-like experience with outstanding opportunities for

solitude.

Table Al and Attachment B contain further details on the public land parcel along Deep Creek that
meets the WSR eligibility criteria. Figure A2 shows the public lands involved.

PUBLIC LANDS ALONG DRY MEDICINE LODGE CREEK DETERMINED TO MEET
THE WSR ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.

Segment of Waterway Reviewed

The segment of Dry Medicine Lodge Creek reviewed is 11.54 miles long. It begins in the SW'/, of
section 4, T. 51 N, R. 88 W. and ends in the SE'/, of section 16; T. 50 N., R. 89 W. Within this
segment of waterway, the creek flows through one public land parcel determined to meet the WSR
eligibility criteria. The length of Dry Medicine Lodge Creek through this public land parcel is 11.54
miles, which is the entire length of the waterway segment reviewed. This public land parcel includes
a deep canyon with steep cliffs, colorful rock formations, and varied vegetation. It also includes a
large stone arch that attracts visitors from outside the region to view. The public lands are readily
accessible to recreationists through the adjacent Medicine Lodge State Park. Visitors are attracted
to the area for its hiking, horseback riding, caving, and off-road vehicle opportunities. Rock shelters
on public lands provided source materials for 12,000 years of use. Rock art is also present. The
public lands are part of the main water recharge area for the Madison Formation, which provides
municipal water for the area and nationally as bottled water. The caves present on public lands are
of regional significance and the stone arch is unique for the area.

Table Al and Attachment B contain further details on the public land parcel along the Dry Medicine
Lodge Creek that meets the WSR eligibility criteria. Figure A3 shows the public lands involved.
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PUBLIC LANDS ALONG KIRBY CREEK DETERMINED TO MEET THE WSR
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.

Segment of Waterway Reviewed

The segment of Kirby Creek reviewed is 2.11 miles long. It begins in the SW'/, of section 26 and
ends in S% of section 22; T. 43 N., R.92 W. Within this segment of waterway, the creek flows
through three public land parcels determined to meet the WSR eligibility criteria. The length of
Kirby Creek through these public land parcels is 0.14 miles (approximately 6.6 percent of the
segment length reviewed). These public lands include part of the Jim Bridger Trail corridor used
by pioneers who settled Montana.

Table Al and Attachment B contain further details on each of the public land parcels along Kirby
Creek that meet the WSR eligibility criteria. Figure A4 shows the public lands involved.

PUBLIC LANDS ALONG MEDICINE LODGE CREEK DETERMINED TO MEET THE
WSR ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.

Segment of Waterway Reviewed

The segment of Medicine Lodge Creek reviewed is 5.77 miles long. It begins in the SW'/, of section
28, T. 51 N., R. 88 W. and ends in the SW'/, of section 10; T. 50 N., R. 89 W. The reviewed
segment of Medicine Lodge Creek flows through the Medicine Lodge Wilderness Study Area
(WSA), which includes one public land parcel determined to meet the WSR eligibility criteria. The
length of Medicine Lodge Creek through this public land parcel is 5.77 miles, which is the entire
length of the waterway segment reviewed. This public land parcel includes one of the most scenic
canyons on the western slope of the Bighorn Range with deeply incised vertical walls towering 1,000
feet high, rich color combinations, spires, and interesting formations. Recreationists are provided
outstanding opportunities for wildlife viewing, hiking, big game hunting, and trout fishing in a
primitive setting that provides a sense of remoteness and solitude. The public lands also include
rock shelters and rock art which provide source material for 12,000 years of use. The public lands
are part of the main water recharge area for the Madison Formation which provides municipal water
for the area and nationally as bottled water. Sinking streams also occur along the review segment.

Table Al and Attachment B contain further details on the public land parcel along Medicine Lodge
Creek that meets the WSR eligibility criteria. Figure A3 shows the public lands involved.

PUBLIC LANDS ALONG THE MIDDLE FORK OF THE POWDER RIVER DETERMINED
TO MEET THE WSR ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.

Segment of Waterway Reviewed

The segment of the Middle Fork of the Powder River reviewed is 1.20 miles long. It begins below
Hazelton County Road in the NW'/, of section 26, T. 42 N., R. 86 W. and ends at the Johnson
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County line in the S'% of section 25, T. 42 N., R. 86 W. Within this segment of waterway, the river
flows through one public land parcel determined to meet the WSR eligibility criteria. The length of
the Middle Fork of the Powder River through this public land parcel is 1.20 miles long, which is the
entire length of the waterway segment reviewed. This public land parcel includes a Class 1, Blue
Ribbon trout Fishery, as classified by the Wyoming Game and Fish Department.

Table Al and Attachment B contain further details on the public land parcel along the Middle Fork
of the Powder River that meets the WSR eligibility criteria. Figure A6 shows the public lands

involved.

PUBLIC LANDS ALONG THE PAINT ROCK CREEK UNIT (INCLUDES PAINT ROCK
CREEK AND SHORT TRIBUTARY SEGMENTS OF SOUTH FORK OF PAINT ROCK
CREEK AND LADDIE CREEK) DETERMINED TO MEET THE WSR ELIGIBILITY
CRITERIA.

Segment of Waterway Reviewed

The segment of Paint Rock Creek reviewed is 6.89 miles long. It begins in the NE'/, of section 24,
T. 50 N., R. 88 W. and ends in the S of section 24; T. 50 N., R. 89 W. The tributary segment of
South Fork of Paint Rock Creek reviewed is 3.89 miles long. It begins in the SE'/, of section 5, T.
49 N., R.87 W. and ends at the confluence with Paint Rock Creek near the center of section 26; T.
50 N., R.88 W. The tributary segment of Laddie Creek is 2.99 miles long. It begins in the N% of
section 12, T.49N., R.88 W. and ends in N2 of section 35; T. 50 N., R.88 W. The segment of Paint
Rock Creek flows through two public land parcels determined to meet the WSR eligibility criteria.
The length of the creek that flows through these land parcel is 6.61 miles (approximately 95.9
percent of the segment length reviewed). The tributary segment of the South Fork of Paint Rock
Creek flows through two public land parcels for 3.26 miles while the tributary segment of Laddie
Creek flows through two public land parcels for a total of 1.37 miles. The public lands reviewed
include a deep, colorful canyon with vertical walls nearly 1,000 feet high. The area is nationally
significant as a recreation designation, providing fishing, hiking, and horseback riding opportunities.
Located on the reviewed public lands is the first “archeological landscape” eligible for inclusion in
the NRHP, containing artifacts that show 9,500 years of continuous occupation. The South Fork of
Paint Rock Creek is a brood-stock source for Yellowstone cutthroat trout used by Wyoming Game
and Fish. Falls located at the mouth of the South Fork act as a barrier to ensure genetic purity of the

native trout.

Table Al and Attachment B contain further details on each of the public land parcels along Paint
Rock Creek and associated tributaries that meet the WSR eligibility criteria. Figure AS shows the
public lands involved.
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PUBLIC LANDS ALONG TRAPPER CREEK DETERMINED TO MEET THE WSR
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.

Segment of Waterway Reviewed

The segment of Trapper Creek reviewed is 7.01 miles long. It begins in the SE'/, of section 23, T.
52 N., R. 89 W. and ends in the S’ of section 5; T. 52 N., R. 90 W. Within this segment of
waterway, the creek flows through one public land parcel determined to meet the WSR eligibility
criteria. The length of Trapper Creek through this public land parcel is 7.01 miles, which is the
entire length of the waterway reviewed. This public land parcel includes a deep, steep-walled canyon
with colorful formations. The fourth deepest cave in the United Stated is located on the reviewed
public lands and attracts cavers from outside the region for recreational purposes. Rock shelters
eligible for inclusion in the NRHP are also located on the reviewed public lands.

Table A1l and Attachment B contain further details on the public land parcel along Trapper Creek
that meets the WSR eligibility criteria. Figure A7 shows the public lands involved.

PUBLIC LANDS ALONG WHITE CREEK DETERMINED TO MEET THE WSR
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.

Segment of Waterway Reviewed

The segment of White Creek reviewed is 9.02 miles long. It begins in the Sz of section 8, T. 52 N.,
R. 89 W. and ends in the NE'/, of section 29, T. 53 N., R. 90 W. Within this segment of waterway,
the creek flows through four public land parcels determined to meet the WSR eligibility criteria. The
length of White Creek through these public land parcels is 7.00 miles (approximately 77.6 percent
of the segment length reviewed). The review segment includes a deep, incisive and colorful canyon
with rich vegetation. Rock shelters and open prehistoric camps are also located within the review

segment.

Table Al and Attachment B contain further details on the public land parcels along White Creek that
meet the WSR eligibility criteria. Figure A7 shows the public lands involved.
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Table Al: Washakie Resource Planning area Wild and Scenic Eligibility Review Summary

Waterway Reviewed Free Flowing Outstandingly Remarkable | Eligible
Values on Public Lands
Alkali Creek (Olsen Draw) Yes None No
Alkali Creek (Horse Draw) Yes None No
Alkali Creek (Spring Creek Road) Yes None No
Alkali Creek (Walters Reservoir) Yes None No
Bader Draw Yes None No
Bar C Creek Yes None No
Bates Creek Yes None No
Battle Creek Yes None No
Bear Gulch Yes None No
Bear Creek Yes None No
Beaver Creek Yes None No
Big Cottonwood Creek Yes None No
Bighorn River Yes None No
Billy Creek Yes None No
Black Willow Draw Yes None No
Blue Bank Draw Yes None No
Blue Springs Draw Yes None No
Bonanza Seeps Yes None No
Box Canyon Creek Yes None No
Box Elder Creek Yes None No
Bridger Creek Yes None No
Brokenback Creek (Main, North & South Forks) Yes None No
Brush Cabin Draw Yes None No
Buck Creek Yes None No
Bud Kimball Creek (Main, North Fork) Yes None No
Buffalo Creek (North , East, & West Forks) Yes None No
Buffalo Springs Creek Yes None No
Bush Creek Yes None No
Cameron Creek Yes None No
Canyon Creek Yes Cultural Yes
Captain Jack Creek Yes None No
Center Canyon Creek Yes None No
Cherry Creek Yes None No
Comnell Gulch Yes None No
Cottonwood Creek Yes Nonem No




Table A1: Washakie Resource Planning area Wild and Scenic Eligibility Review Summary

Waterway Reviewed Free Flowing Outstandingly Remarkable | Eligible
Values on Public Lands
Cottonwood Draw Yes None No
Crawford Creek Yes None No
Crooked Creek Yes None No
Dead Horse Gulch Yesm. None No
Deep Creek Yes Scenic, Recreational Yes
Denver Jake Draw Yes None No
Ditch Creek Yes None No
Dorn Draw Yes None No
Dry Gulch Yes None No
Dry Trapper Creek Yes None No
Dry Bush Creek . Yes None No
Dry Medicine Lodge Creek Yes Scenic, Recreational, Yes
Cultural, Geological
Dry Tensleep Creek Yes None No
Eagle Creek Yes None No
East Basm Draw Yes None No
East Kirby Creek Yes None No
Ferris Creek Yes None No
Fertig Draw Yes None No
Fiscus Gulch Yes None No
Freeman Draw Yes None No
French Draw Yes None No
Garden Creek Yes None No
Gardener Creek Yes None No
Grass Creek Yes None No
Grinder Creek Yes None No
Jack Creek Yes None No
Jacobs Creek Yes None No
Joe Emge Creek Yes None No
Johnny Creek Yes | None No
};nes Creek Yes None No
Kirby Creek Yes Historical Yes
Kirby Creek (Ackles & Dry Forks) Yes None No
Lake Creek Yes None No
Little Cr;;i{m Yes None No
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Table Al: Washakie Resource Planning area Wild and Scenic Eligibility Review Summary

Waterway Reviewed Free Flowing | Outstandingly Remarkable | Eligible
Values on Public Lands
Little Slick Creek Yes None No
Little Denver Jake Draw Yes None No
Little Canyon Creek (North, South, & Middle Forks) Yes None No
Little Cottonwood Creek Yes None No
Lone Tree Creek Yes None No
Lost Creek Yes None No
Luman Creek Yes None No |
Lysite Creek Yes None No
Major Basin Draw Yes None No
Markham Draw Yes None No
Marys Creek c Yes b'l‘(-)'l.fle No
McClellan Gulch Yes None No
McNay Creek Yes None No
Meado»\.r“(.Zreek Yes None No
Medicine Lodge Creek Yes Scenic, Recreational, Yes
Cultural, Geological

Meyers Gulch Yes None No
Meyers Spring Creek Yes None No
Military Creek Yes None No
Mill Creek Yes None No
Mud Gulch Yes None No
Mud Creek Yes None No
Murphy Dome Draw Yes None No
Neiber Daw Yes None No
North Sheldon Gulch Yes None No
Nowater Creek (Main; Wagon Prong; East, Cabin, Yes None No
Hawks Nest, Teepee Pole, & Joe Henry Forks)
Nowood River Yes None No
Old Maid Gulch Yes None No
Olsen Draw Yes None No
Onion Gulch Yes None No
Otter Creek (Main, Dry, North & South Forks) Yes None No
Paint Rock Creek unit (includes Main and South Yes Scenic, Recreational, Yes
Fork of Paint Rock Creek and Laddie Creek) Cultural, Fisheries
Pistol Draw Yes None No
Post Draw Yes None No
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Table Al: Washakie Resource Planning area Wild and Scenic Eligibility Review Summary

Waterway Reviewed Free Flowing Outstandingly Remarkable | Eligible
Values on Public Lands
Powder River (Main, South Fork Red Fork) Yes None No
Powder River (Middle Fork) Yes Recreational Yes
Prairie Dog Spring Yes None No
Red Bank Creek Yes None No
Red Springs Draw Yes None No
Rock Creek Yes None No
Rock Springs Draw Yes None No
Roush Creek Yes None No
Sage Creek Yes None No
Salt Lick Creek ~ Yes None No
Salt Trough Creek Yes None No
Sand Draw Yes None No
Sand Creek (Main, East Fork) Yes None No
Scharen Gulch Yes None No
Scorpion Draw Yes None No
Shaw Creek Yes None No
Sheep Springs Canyon Yes None No
Sheldon Gulch Yes None No
Sheldon Gulch Yes None No
Shell Creek Yes None No
Slick Creek Yes. None No
South Paint Rock Creek Yes None No
Split Rock Creek Yes None No
Spring Creek (Kidd Flat) Yes None No
Spring Creek (Spring Creek Road) Yes None No
Stove Creek Yes None No
Sullivan Creek Yes ----------- None No
Trapper Creek Yes Scenic, Recreational, Yes i
Cultural, Geological
Trout Creek Yes None No
Warm Springs Creek (Main, South Fork) | Y ;s None No
Warner Gulch Yes None No
Webber Creek Yes None No
Werland Draw Yes None No
_w_t_aga_lfirby Creek Yes None No
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Table Al: Washakie Resource Planning area Wild and Scenic Eligibility Review Summary

Waterway Reviewed Free Flowing Outstandingly Remarkable | Eligible
Values on Public Lands
White Creek Yes Scenic, Cultural Yes
Wild Horse Creek Yes None No
Wildcat Gulch Yes None No
Willow Creek (Main, West Fork) Yes None No
Woods Basin Yes None No
Woods Gulch Yes None No
Zimmerman Draw Yes None No
Table A2: Worland Field Office Eligibility Review Meeting Attendance: November 28, 2001
Name Agency Phone Number Resource Area
Lilian Jonas Jonas Consulting 928-774-6451 IDT Leader/Consultant
Patty Jonas Jonas Consulting 928-634-9656 Technician
Jim Roseberry BLM/Worland Field Office  |307-347-5295 BLM Team Leader
Dav:dBaker BLM/Worland Field Office [307-347-5133 Recreational/Scenic
Mike Bies BLM/Worland Field Office |307-347-5254 Cultural/Historic
Brendan Cain BLM/Worland Field Office |307-347-5117 Hydrology
Claire Knopf BLM/Worland Field Office Hydrology
Chet Wheeless BLM/Worland Field Office |307-347-5149 Fisheries
David Wallace BLM/Worland Field Office [307-347-5187 Ranée (supervisor)
Tom Ball BLM/Worland Field Office |307-347-5172 wildlife
Bill Glover BLM/Worland Field Office |307-347-5266 Geology
James Wolf BLM/Worland Field Office |307-347-5139 NRS
Kart.e-r'i. .ﬁ;pp BLM/Worland Field Office [307-347-5138 Range
Joe Vessels BLM/Worland Field Office  |307-347-5297 AFM Resources
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Figure A5. Paint Rock Creek Unit
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Figure A6. Middle Fork of Powder River
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Figure A7. Trapper and White Creeks






