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Press Release Announcing the Bighorn Basin Resource Management Plan
Revision Scoping Period and Scoping Meetings

WoRrRLAND FIELD OFFICE

Wyoming News

~r
Bureau of Land Management

fol suath 23 o

e 114
Worrdanad WY X241 00 4

October 14, 2008

Contact:
Sarah Beckwith
307-347-5207

Public Comment Period Begins for the BLM Bighorn Basin Resource Management Plan Revision

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is issuing a Notice of Intent (NOI) on October 17, 2008 for the Bighorn
Basin Resource Management Plan (RMP) Revision Project and associated Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).
The Bighom Basin includes the BLM Cody and Worland Field Offices. Public lands within the field offices are
currently managed according to three RMPs: the Washakie RMP (1988) and Grass Creek RMP (1998) for the
Worland Field Office; and the Cody RMP (1990). The field offices will produce a single EIS/RMP encompassing
both field offices that will be called the Bighomn Basin RMP Project. Each field office will issue its own Record of
Decision for its jurisdictional area.

An RMP is a land use plan that provides a framework for managing BLM-administered lands over the next 15 to 20
years. The Federal Land Policy and Management Act directs the BLM to revise their RMP periodically and to manage
for multiple use and sustained yield. The RMP will:

¢  Establish goals and objectives that describe the desired future condition for resources and resource uses in the
Bighorn Basin planning area;

¢ Identify management actions anticipated to achieve stated goals and objectives;

4 Provide a framework for subsequent implementation level decisions for the next 15 to 20 years; and

+ Identify lands that are open, closed, and restricted for resource use.

Public involvement is an essential and required part of the RMP revision process. As part of the RMP revision, the
BLM is hosting six public scoping meetings to collect information on the public’s desired outcomes for the Bighorn
Basin planning area. You are encouraged to attend and provide your community-specific input.

Date and Time Location

Wednesday, November 5, 2008 Holiday Inn, Conference Room

3:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. 115 East Park Street, Thermopolis, WY 82443

Thursday, November 6, 2008 Community Center, Conference Room

3:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. 1200 Culbertson Avenue, Worland, WY 82401

Friday, November 7, 2008 Big Horn Federal Savings Bank, The Paint Brush Room
3:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. - 33 North 6th Street, Greybull, WY 82426

Wednesday, November 12, 2008 Big Horn Federal Savings Bank, Community Room

3:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. 1701 Stampede Avenue, Cody, WY 82414 I
Thursday, November 13, 2008 America’s Best Value Inn, Conference Room

3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. - 777 East 2nd Street, Powell, WY 82435 ]
Friday, November 14, 2008 Lovell Community Center

3:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. B 1925 US Hwy 310, Lovell, WY 82431

For more information on the Bighorn Basin RMP or the revision process, please contact Caleb Hiner, RMP Project
Lead, at (307) 347-5171 or email Caleb_Hiner@blm.gov.

- BLM -

Bighorn Basin RMP Revision D-1
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otos by SARA LOVEN

1left), Karon Todorovich and Amos Olson gather around the television to
results at a Democratic election party Tuesday night.

slects first female mayor

cts
of vote
inkin

3

llery owner
nber Nancy
d Tuesday to

irown, &
mer school
ird mem-
who's been
ive in many
mmunity
jectathrough
years, easily
rated fellow
ncil member
il Rankin to
lace Mayor
ter Sedam
a did not
& re-election.
792 (60-38

for a eandi-
ate and we
Iso had a
suncil moet-
1g this after-
oon,” Brown
aid Tuesday
ight. “It's
een a long
wrney and

Victorious in Tuesday’s election ...

Cody Mayor
INancy Tia Brown

Cody City Council
Charles Cloud, east Cody
Jerry Fritz, central
Steve Miller, west

Waest Park Hospital

4-year terms
Melissa Fraser
Alan Swenson
2-year terms
Peggy Rohrbach
Graham Jackson
Jeff Parsons

Mesteetse district

we've worked hard to get to this
point. I will continue to work hard
and make our city proud.”

Rankin had little to say
Wednesday morning.

“If you have enough money in
your pocket and the right people
endorsing you, you can buy any
seat you want,” he said.

Rankin goes off the couneil at
the end of the year; Jerry Fritz
was unopposed in his race for
Rankin's seat. The new city coun-
cil will appoint a person from
west Cody to fill the remaining
two years on Brown's term.

Linda Seaton

Cody School Board

Stefanie Bell

Rich Dickerman

Jake Fulkerson

Julie Snelson
Northwest College board -
Cody se

Mark Westerhold

Marty Coe

4% Lodging Tax renewal
Passed (76%)

Retention of
District Judge Steven Cranfill
Approved (70%)

Cody's new mayor, a parttime
position that pays $24,000 annu-
ally, takes the lead in City Hall as
the nation works through a tough
economic time and she knows this
will affect Cody.

*We have to keep our ear to
the ground and keep moving for-
wartd,” she said. “We can't afford to
be regressive. And we have to pick
the right time to do any future
projects.

“We'll watch our pennies and
not make rash decisions, but we
have to move forward,” she added. |

Flease see ELECTION, page A-2

up |nto closed Pizza Hut

ager Jay Hinkley cleans up the Yellowstone
ifter a truck crashed into the building early
o

of Big Tim-
of the truck,

was arrested Wednesday afternoon
and charged with reckless driving,

leaving the scene of an accident
involving damage to property and
interference with a police officer.

The investigation is ongoing, and
additional charges may be brought
against individuals involved in the
incident.

*It took out ene corner of the din-
ing room,” Foster said. “There's a
12-by-14-foot section of wall miss-
ing.”

gThe truck was southbound on
Eighth Street in the inside lane.
As it rounded the curve onto
Yellowstone Avenue, it crossed over
the center turn lane, two eastbound
lanes and the sidewalk, continuing
weathound until crashing into the
building.

Pizza Hut finished r deli

BLM plan
will impact
public land
in basin

By CAROLE CLOUDWALKER
Staff writer

Two BLM field offices are com-
bining forces to write one master
plan that could .

uide manage iy
fnenl decisic;‘na Im
in the Big Horn
Basin for 20 #*A-8
)'ea;.; . Envirohmental

e ody T

and Worland E;iiﬁscul
offices hope to G
complete the
plan by summer 2010, The process
began this fall,

A public seoping meeting to dis-
cuss the combined plan will take
place 3-8 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 12,
in the Community Room of Big
Horn Federal Savings in Cody.

From 3-8 p.m. Nov. 13 there will
be a second local scoping meeting at
the America’s Best Value Inn con-
ference room, 777 East 2nd St. in
Powell.

The meetings are among six
planned around the Big Horn Basin
through Nov. 14.

The BLM on Oct. 17 issued a
Notice of Intent for the Big Horn

If you go

WHAT: ELM public
scoping meeting.
WHEN: 3-8 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 12.
WHERE: Community Room
of Big Horn Federal
Savings in Cody.

Basin Resource Management Plan
Re\us\on Project and associated
Envir Impact $

Public lands within the field
affices are currently managed
according to three management
plans, BLM spokesman Sarah Bock-
with of Worland said.

They include the Washakie RMP
written in 1988 and Grass Creek
RMP (1998) for the Worland Field
Office and the Cody RMP (1990),

Now the fleld offices will produce
a single EIS/RMP encompassing
both field offices. It will comprise
the Big Horn Basin RMP Project,
Beckwith said.

Each field office will irsue its
own Recnrd of Decision for its juris-

Just two weeks ago with new deco-
rations, tables and chairs,

“It's a lot of kindling now,” Foster
said.

Cody High School memorabilia

Please see CRASH, page A-7

l area.

The single document to be creat-
ed is a land use plan that provides
a framework for managing BLM
lands during the next 15-20 years,

Once the scoping period is com-
Ploase sea BLM, page A-6

EVENTS

DEATHS

Complate area forecast page D6

Fhsrem s Erisian Eobrirrbans
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BLM

ploted Nov, 17 and comments
have been considered by the
BLM, issues will be identi-
fied and the agency will work
with its cooperators — includ-
ing county commissioners,
the state, and conservation
districts - to formulate alter-
natives, suid Caleb Hiner of
Warland, an environmental
protection specialist who is
serving as project leader for
the RMP.

“Most of 2009 will be
devoted to developing alter.
natives,” Hiner said. “[t's o
lengthy process.”

A draft RMP and EIS will
be issued by about spring
2010, with a 90-day comment
period and more public meet-
ings to follow.

Hiner said the agency
might “tweak” the plan fol.
lowing the comment period.

It also is passible the plan
could be protested, which
could trigger protest resolu-
tion with the Washi

and Russian olive, 8 manage.
ment action might be pro-
hibiting herbicide use within
500 feet of o riparian area,”
he said

The plan also will identify
lunds that are open, closed
and restricted for resource
use,

“We will find out what the
public wants - more flexibil.
ity or more restriction,” Hiner
said

lssues already identified
include visual resource man-
agement, such as protect-
ing views of the McCullough
Peaks or other highly visible
nreas.

Additional issues include
energyfminerals development
(such as bentonite mining or
oil and gas exploration) and
trail and travel management,
which includes building — or
not building — roads or placing

f A-1)

Public involvement is a
required part of the RMP
revigion process, Hiner
el

As part of the RMP rovi-
sion, the BLM will host six
public scoping meetings to
collect information on the
public’s desired outcomes for
the Big Horn Basin planning
area.

The public is encouraged
to attend and provide com-
munity input,

Meetings will be in Cody,
Powell, Lovell, Thermopolis,
Warland and Greybull.

For more information on
the Big Horn Basin RMP or
the revision process, con-
tact Hiner, (307) 347-5171
or e-mail caleb_hiner@bim.
Rov.

(Carole Cloudwalker can
be reached at carole@cody-

use,

eam. )

office of the BLM.

*There have been chal-
lenges in the past,” both hy
industry and environmental
groups, he added.

He said currently the
Kemmerer, Pinedale and
Rawlins RMPs are undergo-
ing protest resolution,

Revising the RMP is nec-
easary because the Federal
Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act directs the BLM to

Environmental groups speak out

Several environmental
groups have joined to call for
a "balanced conservation
approach™ for the new BLM
Big Horn Basin Resource
Management Plan.

They say the basin sup-
ports a diversity of game ani-
mals and birds, includes his-
torical and offers

revise plans periodi and
to manage for multiple use
and sustained yield.

The revised plan will
establish goals and objec-
tives that describe the

recreational opportunities.,

In addition, the groups say
issues include ways in which
oil and gas development will
be allowed, which lands will be

i for various i

miles of sage grouse leks and
big game winter ranges.

They also advocate for
protecting petential wilder-
Ness areas, requiring waste
water from coal bed meth-
ane development to be re-
injected, and managing live-
stock grazing that will protect
grassiands,

Issuing a press release in
support of their position wers
the following environmen-
tal groups and their contact

numbers;
Wildlife Federa-

desired future dition for
resources and resource uses
in the Big Horn Basin plan-
ning area.

The goals of the plan will
be broad, not specific, for
example, achieving “clean
air® and "elean water,” Hiner
#aid.

The plan also will identify
management actions antici-
pated to achieve stated goals
and objectives,

The new plan will pro-
vide a framework for subse-
quent implementation level
decisions for the next 15-20
years,

“That means regulations
that comply with the goals,
for example if a goal is man-
aging salt cedar, tamarisk

and what kinds of stewardship
measures will be required.

They aiso cite unusual
“badland scenery” and two
wild horse herds, those in the
McCullough Peaks and at Fif-
teen Mile, plus 13 proposed
wilderness areas in the area of
the RMP.

The groups call for phased
leasing and developmant and
ask that the BLM give notice
when federal minerals are
leased.

They also want a mandat-
ed minimum footprint invaly-
Ing directional drilling for all
projects, and aliowing no sur-
face occupancy for oil and
0as development within three

tion, Dick Kroger, (307) 347-
3047,

*Clark Resource Council/
Powder River Basin Resource
Council, Deb Thomas,
{307) 645-3236,/*Greatar
Yellowstone Coalition, Hilary
Eisen, 527-6200,

*Bioidiversity Conserva-
tion Alliance, Erik Molvar, (307)
742-7978,

*Friends of a Legacy, Mar-
shall Dominick, (307} 899-
9449,

*Wyoming Outdoor Coun-
;lr. Bruce Pendery, (435) 752-
11,

*Wyoming Wilderness
Association, Liz Howell, (307)
672-2751.

AN
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clitiomally
tax dis

nd spex
with 80 pe

receiving 20

BL ‘\/I revising

The Burcau of Land Man
agement (BLM) is host
public scoping meetings
recowve comment about
desired outcome for 1}
Horn Basin planning area

\':\ meetings  total  have

cen planned, twoin Big Homn

i County. All meetings are from
dc’ 3-8 pne The first meeling in
" Big Horn County will be this
) Fnday at the Big Homn Fed
eral Savings Bank in the Paimt
= Brush Rovm in Greybull, The
second mecting will be next
-._\Fn.lu Nov. 14, at the Lovell
Community Center
Ihe Big Horn Basin in-
cludes |Iu BLM Cody and
Worland field offices. Pub-
lic lands within the field of-
fices are currently managed
according to three resource
et plans (RMPsk:
* RAIP (1988) and
k. RMP (1998) for
‘+ the Worland Field Office: and
4 the Cody RMP (1990). The
~¢ field offices will produce a
) single EIS/RMP encompass.
ces that will
Big Horn Basin
ach field office

7

Call the
g Horn Basin
Movnelme

2525 Big Hom

Cody

St Andrew's
Ipiscopal Church
S. 8th St

; W}-(:Ining
Sun., Nov, 9
Rev. Warren Frelun
MORNING
PRAYER

Sunday School
_10:00 a.m.

Plan is a land use p?.m that
'vn\\ ides a
”‘.III.I;}I
lands ove
vears. The Federal Land Pol
ey and Management Act di
rects the BLM to revise their
RMP periodically and to man
age for multiple use and sus-
tamed vield.

tives that describe the desired
tuture condition for resources
and resource uses in the Big
Hern Basin planning arca;

actions anticipated to ac In. e
stated goals and objecti

wm.»\‘lm-..r
level ¢
Lo 20 vears; and

open
for resource use

are:

vming Water ”l?\'l‘h!pmi'lll
Council. If the SLIB funding
s received, the funds will
replace a portion of the loan
funds the town has sought

of the multipurpose

ng Iy |||\||n or

management plan, meeting Fri.

will ssue its own record of
decision for its jurisdictional
arca

Community Center Confer-
ence Room, Worland

* Wednesday, November

2, Big Horn Federal Savings
Bank.  Community Room,
framework tor  Cody
BLM-admimistered *  Thursday, November
v the next 15 10 20 13, America’s Best Value Inn
Conference Room, Fowell,

A meeting was scheduled
in Thermopolis for Wednes
day

For more information on
the Big Horn Basin RMP or the
eviIsion proces:
leb Hiner, RMP Project Lead,
al (307) 347-5171 or e-mail at
Caleb_Hiner@blm gov

ONE BEDROOM

APARTMENT
Elderly over 62,
disabled, low-income
subsidized rent for
qualified individuals,
Call Jim or Mary Raffl,
568-2297 or 568-2358.

@. Equal Housing
=1 Opportunity

A resource management

The RMP will:
* Establish goals and objec-

* Identify management

* Provide a framework for
implementation
ecisions for the next 15

dentify lands that are
closed, and restricted

Other meetings scheduled

* Thursday, November 6,

o Image ‘{ision

Krrhmiat.OD Alden cmob
316 North 10th .‘h:. * Worland » 347-4151

(Big Horn County School District #4

Now looking for:
Substitute Bus Drivers
Activity Bus Drivers

If interested please contact:
Big Horn County School District #4
Transportation Office
_ 30756, 8 2535

AT

RHC SD #4

l||nup.-.utkupum Arrow
Stage Lines running through
the rh,, Horn Basin, the Basin
Town Council approved a
resolution Monday night in
support of regular and reli
able bus service for the res-
dents of the Big Horn Basin

The resolution also stabes,
“Furthermore, that in order
to sustain this bus service,
the Town of Basin recognizes
that funding support from
both the State of Wyoming
and the citics, towns and
countics of the Big Horn Ba
sin will be required o com-
pliment the federal funding
provided from the Wyoming
INlenwnl ot Transporta
ton."

Mavor Phil Julliard said
the local legislators are in

support  of assisting  the
transportation authority 1o

O g
THE B
s pn
DIRECT D1
are nou
HotT S

| MEMO
FREI]
transportat
Greyb

B

For a limited time, w
rales
Also, for a limited

o]

Bighorn Basin RMP Revision

D-13



Scoping Report — Appendix D

-

'y

ek W
e YEa

el Montanez
LHE Drama

Lo ve L

f_r‘ (;{cg,

Conservation, landowner groups
seek balance in long-term

BLM Big Horn Basin

Conservationists and
focal residents are calling
for n halanced conserva-
tiom approach for the new
BLM land-usa plan for the
Big Horn Basin, which is
just getting under way this
month.

The Bureau of Land
Management has started
the seoping process, iden-
tifying issues for the Big
Harn Basin Resource Mane
agement Plans and is tak-
ing public comments to
{dentify important isaues
to he addressed in the plan
hy mail or at public meet-
ings in the Big Horn Basin
Nav. 5-12.

An RMP is the docu-
ment that guides all Tand
use decisions  on )
lands for a period of 15 0
20 years, The BLM plans to
develop two RMPs to cover
the entire Big Horn Basin.
Conservationists and land-
owners are advocating for
a balanes between energy
development and the natu-
ral resource needs.

“The Big Horn Basin
supports o greater diver-

sl Friday at

pe

ity nnd ahund of big
game, trophy game, amall
gamo, game birds, waters
fowl and game fish than
any other equivalent arca
in Wyoming,” said Dick
Kroger of the Wyoming
Wildlife Federation. “The
Public Trust Doctrine and

Nt man

Huteh
ksan, Michael
Olivia Orton,

ton and Sierra
lges will also
ne of the plays.
on the techni-

nedies will be
« Affair,” which
ugor addiction;

Auto Waits,”
tory of clashi
d “Pamily 2.0,
lains how the
really greener
raide — it's just

s said.
will then ask

foderal n
date that the public lands
be managed responsibly
and sustainability for the
benefit of the public and
future generations, and
the BLM neods to ensure,
as the guardian of our
publie lands, that the new
plan fulfills these regquire-
ments.”
“The Big Horn Basin
i rich in cultural and hie-
torical resources, wildlife
and outstanding  desert
yocreational  opporiuni-
ties,” ndded Erik Molvar,
Wwildlife Biologist with
Biodiversity Conservation
Alliance. “Working  with
residents in the Basin and
the rest of the public who
i 1 op-

onal games

the show.

will bo 83 each
formances, with
ed going for cos-
ops and other
o huild an ac-
bigger produc-
¢ future, Hedges

he performances
end. the troupe
nue to practioe
reck until mid-
Hedges  said.
dans W organize
lny. with tryouts
in February.
he east would e
i high school stu-
th the possibility
some roles witl

de-

enjoy the roores -t
srtumitics here, the BLM
as 4 unlque opportu-

pity through the RMP to

maintain these oonsyslems
intact for the benefit of
wildlife and future genoris
tons.”

A broad range of is-
sues will be addressed by

*Our members in Deave
er, Clark and Pavillion are
already being severely im-
pacted by oil and gox de-
w!oemcnl. Drinking water
has i i i\-ﬂd

plans

and Bobcat Draw could
and should get the protec-
tion they éunn‘e from the

new plan,
Canmvaliuniam nre
s e the followi

air quality degraded,” said
Deb Thomas, & communit
organizer with the Cla
Renource: cil and Pow-
der River Basin Resource
Council. “The BLM must
take into consideration the
cumulative impacts to pub-
lic health across the entire
Big Horn Basin when re-
vising the resource man-
agement plan,”

“The Big Hom Ba.
sin contains unique bad-
Jand scenery that is found
in few other areas in_the

conservation measures for

the Big Horn Basin RMP

revision:

o Phased leasing and de-
velopment so that only
a minerity of the Basin
canbe  committed to
il and gas drilling at
any one tme;

& Giving notice when fed-
eral minerals are le
and requiring landown-

| of drilling

OBITUARY

Mary Elizabeth
Robison

Harmon

Feb. 7, 1942 -

Oct. 29, 2008

Mary Harmon, 66,
died Oct. 29, 2008, nfter a
Jengthy illness of complica-
tions from surgery.

Mary was born Feb. 7,
1942, in Lovell to Joseph
Ray Robison and Hazel Vie-
Jot Barnes, She was raised
in Lovell and duated
from Lovell High School.

Being a grandmother
was Mary's passion. She
treasured each moment she
wis aﬁ:!c to spend with her

er app
and make public compo-
sitions of all drilling and
fracking fluids usﬁ.

= Mandntl i

Greater Eco-
system,” said Hilary Eisen,
Public Lands Advocate for
the Greator Yellowstone
Coalition. “While the Big
Horn Basin may not gar-
ner as much attention as
the Jackson or Bozem-
an areas, this part of the
Feosystem {8 truly an un-
known gem and it would
be a shame to see it trans-
formed into an industrial
In addition, it is important
that the BLM consider how
their decisions in this RMP
may afect the wildlifo
herds of the Yellowstone
Feosystem. Many of tl
populations in the Park
are strongly tied to thess
that migrate to the Bear-
tooth and Absarcka Front
and into the Basin.”

*The Big Horm Ba-
ain has two remaining
wild horse herds: tho Me-
Cullough Peaks herd and
the Fifteen Mile herd,” said
Marshall Dominick, Presi-
tent of Friends Of A Lega-
ey (FOAL), o wild horse ad-
voeacy group hased in the
Big Horn Basin. “These
herds are both manged
by the BLM. Wild horse
viewing and photography
have booome very popu-
lar octivities in this area,
but the wild horse habitat
in currently threatened by
%‘mﬂcum development,

o wild mustangs and
their habitat need protec
tion through revision of
the RME”

“The Big Horn Basin
thus far has preserved the
most desert and badlands
wilderness suudy seres in
the state, outside the Red
Desert,” said Liz Howell,
Director of the Wyoming

Wild

the BLM% planning pro-
cess. Chiefl among theso
are where and how oil and
gas dovelopment will be ale
lowel, which lands will he
pricritized for conservation
and public enjoyment over
industrial use, and what
types of stowardship moa-
sures will be required to
protect ‘?ulmiamt of ni-
tive wildlife.

¥
n participation.

—'____———|_'_"1

* ANGLICAN
FELLOWSHIP

e P W P

“These thirteen BLM and
Citizen proposed wilder-
ness areas should be pre-
sorved for future genera-
tions. Treasured gems,
including places with wild-
life and recreation wonders
like the Honeycombs, Trap-
per Canyon, Paint Rock
and Medieine Lodge can-
yons, McCullough Penks

footprint directional
rlr!l!inu for all projects
to reduce impacts;

« “No Surface Occupancy”
for oil and gas develop
ment within 8 miles of
sage grouse loks and in
crucial big game win-
ter ranges and calving
sites;

& Protecting potential wil-
derness s and Me-
Cullough Peaks as Bob-
cat Draw;

o Minimizing CBM im-
pacts, requiring waste-
water to be re-inj
or purified for municipal
or tural use o
praotect aquifers; and

= & Managing Iimm.ck

al with her
family and friends. In her
free time, she enjoyed ero-
cheting: making doilies, af-
ghans and table clothe.

Mary s survived by
her husband, Gerald; her
three sons, David and Den-
nis of Casper, and Troy of
Cody; her r, Jeri
Lynn of Salt Lake Cit and
five grandchildren, ay,
Kayla, Trent, Trevor and
James.

Funeral services were
held at the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints
in Lovell on Wednesday,
Nov, 5. Burial was in the
Byron Cemetery. Haskell
Funeral Home was in
charge of arrangements.

Please submit obituaries
to us via email:

grazing to
sustainable lovels.

“In the new Pinedale
Resource Munagement
Plan, the BLM designated
48 percent of the Field Of-
fice off limits to future oll
and gas lensing. We n
to see n similar commits
ment to protection of fm-
portant resources in the
Big Horn Basin” said

net,
fax:
307-548-2218;
or bring to our
office at
234 E. Main St., Lovell,
Wyoming

Bruce Pendery, e
director of the Wyoming
Outdoor Coungil, ““Lack-
ing this level of protection,

many epecinl places like
the Beartooth nt that
are treasured by the pub-
lie will be lost.”

The BLM will be host-
ing public meetings for the
Bhfd orn Basin RMP to be
held at the following dates
and times in the Big Horn
Basin, The conservation
and landowner groups are
urging the public to attend
and get involved.

Friday, Nov. 7, 2008, 8
E.m,-s ,m. at the Big Horn

‘eder: Savings Bank,
The Paint Brush Reom, 33
Narth 6th St., Greybull.

Thursduy, Nov. 18,
2008, 3 p.m.-8 p.m. at the
America’s Best Value Inn,
Conference  Room, 7
Fast 2nd St., Powell.

Friday, Nov. 14, 2008,
3 p.m.-8 p.m. at the Lovell
Community Center, 1925
US Hwy 310, Lovell.

St s |
.fubﬂzmn cf;wtd‘l‘

31 de Msmboms, 487137

2 Sarving Nodtharn)
it Big Hom County

fissembly
= 86| |
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cveled well casings. What sbout the old pavement that was in
the former Settler's Inn king lot? Tt was piled up, run

BLM seeks

when there was a big hole dug  through a mill and will bo reused - not disposed of — ot this
sunny day the middie of August fa A
fe niew Washakie Museum. There are many players in this game. Worland's own Dan COU nty h e [ p

asked  Frederick got involved early as o member of the museut
board nnd manager of the Sargent Logacy The Hedge Music
through his brotheris

ouse Construction kindl!
usC OUT Ti8E the air was
15 of pilings being pounded into  OWRET first heard of LEl

See GOING GREEN...PAGE 2

in spreading
word on

faw who

)P keeps legisla

1 Demoeratic
Iy as many as
ing House of
¢ to unofficial
rty still handi-
and Sennte.

JUSE Taces are
sated Press o
wree, unofficial
beating their

House District
. Jim Roscoe of
four-vote lead
es Stough of

Pinedale. Voters cast 5,778 votes in the
race.

Wyoming Secrelary of State Max
Maxfield said Wednesday that the county
clorks in all the counties included in por-
tions of Houso District 22 — Lincoln,
Teton and Sublette — will perform a
recount in the race before they turn in
their results to the state canvassing
board by the end of the week. The state
board will certify all election results next
weok.

In the House District 8 race, incum-
bent Demoerat Lori Millin of Cheyenne
loads Republican challenger Bob Nicholas
of Chevenne by 167 vetes out of 4,709
cast, In the House District 59 race,

tive majorities

Demoers

Mike Gilmore of Casper leads
Republica se Lavering of Mills by
123 votes out of 2.521 votes cast.

Guing into the clection, Republicans
out bered Democrnts in the House 43
17 If the unofficial results are certified
and they win all three remaining races,
the Democrats would pick up two seals.

“We won all three unofficially, which
brings w8 to 19 members, said Rep.
Debbie Hammons, D-Warland, the outgo-
ing House Minority Whip.

Hammons says the incres
give the Demperatic Party wnough seats
to have three members on all standing

See GOP...PaGe 2

e would

meetings

By Jeanette Johnsan

Staff Witer
WORLAND

from the B

Repres

avound the

getting the word sul 1
wrea to provide i

wxday at the Worland ©,
Center between 3-8 pm, Peoy
stop in any time. They
e there for the full

“It always seems |
process s parl way
want to know why an ares
looked st Chairman Terr:
said. “We ask, ‘Where were you'

The two BLM men handed out o
sample of the paperwork the agency
would like people to fill out and turn
in, Walf smid.

The survey asks people to rate in
arder of importance, the problem
and the solution to 31 different
areas that r from cultural
impacts to ol and gz easing to
everything in between

The survey s also uccessible on
the BLM website. “Peaple can go
through the survey and rato the
iterns and submit them anline”

=

Ecosystem Hesearch Group, o
consulting firm out of Missoula,
s been hired to help with
ion plon, he said
“Everyhody won't agree 100 per
cont of the time, but they will be
part of the process” Wolf said, “Tt
will be a better product for having
waorked together”

e %

WEATHER
- Warland temperatures: High 47, Low 27,
“Gn g * Precipitation 0.00
Thursday... Partly cloudy. Highs 41 to 44,
Norttwest winds around 15 mph.
. vome ek alaside | s in e

Saturday... Mostly cloudy in the moeming then
becoming partly cloudy. Highs in the lower 1o
rmid

508
Saturday night... Partly cloudy. Lows in the
lower fo mid 30s.
Sundavy... Mostly cloudy. Siight chance of rain

Sunday night... Partly cloudy. Saght chance ol

rain in the evening.
TEMPERATURES
Woetand 64 36 Cheyenne G4 30
Casper 62 39 Cody EL- T
Lander 55 35 Laramie 56 32
s B S e
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UPINION

EDITORIAL

Speak up now to help
guide BLM land uses

The BLM is starting the all-important scoping process
for a new Resource Management Plan that will govern use
of more than 3 million acres of public land in the Big Horn
Basin.

This is the public’s opportunity to get in on the proverbial
ground floor of land use planning that will rule for the next

15-20 years.

Full partici-  With — take your choice — excite-
paﬁon now ment and apprehension building
assures that about a major oil and natural gas
-~ project in the McCullough Peaks east
the BLM will of Cody, industry and environmental
consider a groups already are squaring off. Some
say this project will be the economic
slat ecgfm glsestle_ shot in the arm Cody and Powell need,
P while others fear it could grow into a
ble land uses. major blight on our landscape from

here to Worland.

In between are many nearby public uses important to
Park County people — everything from four-wheeling to
huntning to mountain biking to wild horse viewing to a pro-
posed wilderness area.

Multiple use is favored by many people, but even that sort
of openness can trample on the goals of those who wish to
preserve these wild lands.

To call the BLM’s challenges ahead in this project “com-
plicated” is an understatement.

Regardless, this is an important moment for the public to
tell the BLM in just a few simple words or more your main
desires or fears for public lands in the Big Horn Basin.

So don’t be bashful about dropping by the basement meet-
ing room at Big Horn Federal, 3-8 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 12.
A similar meeting will be in Powell at the same time the
next day at America’s Best Value Inn.

Full participation now assures that the BLM will consid-
er a complete slate of possible land uses.

Bruce McCormack

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

All letters to the editor must be signed to be considered for publication. They
must also list the writer’s telephone number, for confirmation purposes only.

Health care helps the

ike a referee flipping a coin e —
Lto commence a football game,

the grill lady wildly tosses
the day’s special, grilled ham and
cheese sandwiches.

Amid her toast lobbing, she asks,
“What'll it be today? Shoe leather
or hockey puck?” Obviously, she
knows that I like my burgers on the
well done side.

The cashier no longer asks for
my employee ID. He understands
that even though he sees me several
times a day, I'm not on the payroll.

Radiologists threaten to name
their department after husband skirmish with
Carl since they regularly wheel ‘While doct«
him there for one test after another.  ter personnel

Doctors ask about grandkids. well, nurses a
Caseworkers plug our number into  are another st
their cell phones. Staffers at valet because we rz
parking ask if the insurance com- nurse or assis
pany has approved our request yet.  day in materr

Yes, we've become quite recogniz-  in for a shift.”
able. from St. Louis

So far in 2008 we've spent about  next assignm:

90 days in the hospital — make that We've learn
six hospitals. our various st
Between family illnesses and wedrewupa'

husband Carl’s latest run-in with
staph infection, we are downright

is my problem
vents uninfon

up-close-and-personal with the grabbing a sor
medical community. expecting Car
From nurses to medications to Next, I crea

surgeon lingo, we're getting quite
comfortable in this setting.

Wait a minute. Is it wise to be takes them. S
comfy in a hospital? Some would for more than
argue that such familiarity is, well,  “direct our tre
sick. tor advised. W

cation posters
drug, dosage ¢

At this time last week we were best and the d
supposed to be on our way to Den- our plan.
ver. Carl was on track for addi- With the sc

the wall in ont
the new emple
know what we
ithelpsusto}
the next all-in

tional spinal surgery and more
rehabilitation therapy. But a mean
strain of staph infection nixed the
idea and Carl found himself in an
ambulance headed for yet another

D-18
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1) Funke, a fellow U.S. Arm
& was a fine man,

y veteran. Funke ran a dry cleaning business
" Bustos said of Funke. Tiibune photo by Gib Mathers

ny man is the

'PATRIOTISM

tTERANS

—_—

A

TUESDAY,

NOVEMBER 11

troops, and in very short order,
Bustos found himself at Fort
Lewis, Wash.

Although the Berlin Crisis

blew-over, Bustos decided to
pursue a career in the .S

later in Vietnam.

“Hell,” is how Bustos de-
scribes his tours in Vietnam.

About 30 years old, Bustos
was a staff sergeant in those

ays.

It was search-and destroy-
missions deep in the Jungles of
Southeast Asia for Bustos and
the men of his company.

Looking for the enemy.

“That’s what 11th Cav’ was

noted for,” Bustos said.
War truly is hell when vou coa

THE FUTURE IS NOW
FOR FEDERAL LANDS

BY CJ BAKER
Tribune Staff Writer

he future of roughly 3.2

I million acres of federal

Big Horn Basin land and
4.2 million acres of mineral
estate will be shaped by com-
ments collected over the next
week.

The Bureau of Land Man-
agement is putting together
4 resource-management plan
for the entire Big Horn Basin.
The plan will guide the use of
federal land for
the next 15 to 20
years. It will de-
termine issues
varying  from
which lands are
open to gas drill-
ing to which ar-
eas are available
for  all-terrain-
vehicle use and
how many ani-
mals are allowed
to graze on BLM
lands.

As part of a
scoping process, the bureau
is seeking public comments
through Nov. 17. The comment
period opened Oct. 17.

Caleb Hiner, the BLM proj-
ect leader for resource plan-
ning, said public comments
will help bureau officials
determine what options they
should consider.

For example, if someone
suggests the BLM place
greater restrictions on ATV
use while another suggests
that restrictions be eased, the
BLM would examine those
alternatives,

On Thursday, the BLM is
hosting an open house event
from 3-8 p.m. in the confer-
ence room of Americas Best
Value Inn on Second Street in
Powell.

There will be no formal

'It's their public
land ... it's
important they
let the BLM know
what uses they The
would like to have
out there.

Tim French
Commission chairman

presentation. The meeting is
an opportunity for residents
to drop in and ask questions or
offer comments about the pro-
cess and the Basin’s resources.

Hiner said that, while com-
ments help identify issues and
alternatives for the BLM to
consider, it's not a matter of
counting votes for or against a
land use.

“It's a public process, but
it’s not a democratic process,”
he said.

The best comments re-

fer to specific
uses in specific
areas, Hiner
said, though the
document lays
out broad philo-
sophical goals as
well.
Park
County Commis-
sion is “strongly
encouraging”
citizens to get
involved in the
comment  pe-
riod.

Commission Chairman Tim
French noted the plan will
guide policy for land residents
use for hunting, grazing, and
four-wheeling.

“It's their public land,”
French said. “It’s important
they let the BLM know what
uses they would like to have
out there.”

One of the areas that inter-
€sts conservation groups is the
fact that the plan will deter-
mine which federal lands are
available for mineral leasing,
which lands are available with
restrictions, and which lands
are off-limits.

However, Hiner said the
process does not work retro-
actively.

“This process can not revoke

Please see BLM, Page 2

%
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LOCAL & STATE

Wyoming digest

BLM seeks comments on basin plan

CODY — The U.S. Bureau of Land Management is
seeking public comments during the revision of its
resource management plan for the Bighorn Basin.

The BLM has scheduled public meetings on the
plan in Cody today, Powell on Thursday and Lovell on
Friday.

Each meeting will be from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Park County commissioners say they want people
to speak up about the plan, which could affect public-
land palicies in the basin for a decade or more.

“They revise this plan about every 20 years, and
they've been doing it all over the West, and now it's
our turn,” Commissioner Jill Shockley Siggins said.

The commissioners haven't taken a position on
what issues the planning should cover. However,
they're using an automated phone system to let con-
stituents know about the planning.

The system called about 7,000 people over the
weekend.

Siggins said she often hears from residents about
public-land issues. With much of Park County under
BLM management, she said this week’s scoping meet-
ings are an important venue where people should
speak up.

“People are very thoughtful in the things they are
talking to me about, and it covers a wide spectrum
from sage grouse to wild horses to oil and gas to wind
farms,” she said.

Commissioners also have started a blog where res-
idents can post messages and ask questions about the
BLM plan revision process.

The meeting in Cody will be at Big Horn Federal
Savings, 1701 Stampede Ave. The Powell meeting will
be at America’s Best Value Inn, 777 East Second St.,
and the Lovell meeting will take place at the Lovell
Community Center, 1925 U.S. Highway 310.

Brucellosis tests negative so far

CHEYENNE — A state livestock official says no bru-
cellosis infections have been found in the latest testing
of western Wyoming cattle herds.

State and federal officials are testing herds that
could have had contact with a Daniel-area herd that
tested positive for the livestock disease in June.

They're also testing herds that could have had con-
tact with a Bondurant-area herd that was possibly
linked to an infected cow at a Nebraska slaughter-
house in September.

The herds are being tested as they're brought in
from their summer ranges.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture extended a
testing deadline for Wyoming until Nov. 25. Assistant
state veterinarian Jim Logan says the state is on track
to complete all necessary testing by then.

Wyoming will lose its brucellosis-free status if a
second infected herd is discovered within two years of
this summer’s detection.

Work wraps up on Togwotee Pass

JACKSON — Work has wrapped up for the season
on the huge project of rebuilding U.S. Highway 26-287

nver Tnawntea Pacs

Federal posts draw ir

Gazette State Bureau

HELENA — With Barack Obama
winning the presidency, some
Montanans, including Billings
Mayor Ron Tussing, are expressing
interest in the two key federal jobs
that change with administrations:
the US. attorney and U.S. marshal
for Montana.

The terms of the current
Montana  officeholders, U.S.
Attorney Bill Mercer and U.S.
Marshal Dwight Mackay, will end
when President Bush leaves office.

People interested in the jobs
apply with US. Sens. Max Baucus
and Jon Tester, D-Mont., who will
forward their recommendations to
the Obama administration for its
consideration. As the state’s senior
senator, Baucus plays the lead role in
the recommendation after consult-
ing with Tester.

Montana’s US. attorney works
for the US. attorney general and
prosecutes federal criminal cases in
Montana and prosecutes and
defends civil cases in which the fed-
eral government is a participant.

Here are the names of people
who confirmed they are interested
in the U.S. attorney’s job or would be
interested if approached:

B Melodee Hanes of Billings.
Hanes has worked as Baucus’ state
director since 1995 and previously
worked as a prosecutor for 16 years
in Towa and four years for the

Yellowstone County Attorney’s
Office before leaving in 2002 to join
Baucus’ re-election campaign staff.

M John Mudd of Missoula. Mudd
has practiced law since 2001 He has
handled legal cases for the Baucus
and Tester campaigns and repre-
sented the Montana Democratic
Party in a federal lawsuit this fall
over alleged Republican vote sup-
pression.

B Josh Van de Wetering of
Missoula. Van de Wetering has a pri-
vate law practice after working for a
decade as a deputy U.S. attorney.

B Fred Van Valkenburg of
Missoula. He has been Missoula
County attorney since 1998 and has
worked as a prosecutor in that office
since 1985. He served for 20 years in
the Montana Senate and was presi-
dent for one session and majority
leader for three sessions.

Also mentioned as potentially
interested in the U.S. attorney’s job
but who couldn’t be reached for
comment were: Steve Doherty, a
Missoula lawyer and former state
senator from Great Falls; Pat Smith,
a Missoula attorney; Mike Wheat, a
Bozeman attorney and state senator
who was an unsuccessful candidate
in June for the Democratic nomina-
tion for attorney general.

Three men — Tussing, Dennis
McCave of Billings and Ed Tinsley
of Helena — are interested in the
U.S. marshal’s job for Montana.
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Diabetes curriculum

By DIANE COCHRAN
Of The Gazette Staff

A diabetes-prevention curricu-
lum designed and tested on
American Indian reservations,
including sites in Montana, could be
adopted by more than 1,000 schools
across the nation.

Developers of the K-12 curricu-
lum, called “Health is Life in
Balance,” hope to see it used in every
US. school with a majority
American Indian popula-
tion.

After seven years of
development, the 2

billingsgazette.com 5

Far information about a K-12
curriculum on diabetes designed for
American Indian populations, click the
link in this story.

Diabetes is preventable.”
Diabetes has surged among
Americans of all ethnicities, but

high among native groups.
5 Almost 17 percent of
|4, American Indian and
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POWELL
TRIBUNE

IN OUR OPINIOM

COMMENT ON BLM
LAND USE TODAY

Every so often at a public meeting, enraged resi-
dents come to complain about a project occurring in
their backyard — be it drilling, building or some other
unwanted alteration. Many times, the drilling or con-
struction company has followed necessary laws for the
project, leaving public officials powerless to legally
change anything.

In such cases, the adage, “better late than never,” is
obsolete.

What matters is early comment — before plans are
approved to alter a beloved landscape.

Residents have that chance today.

During a Bureau of Land Management open house
event from 3-8 p.m. today (Thursday), residents are
asked to weigh in on the future of roughly 3.2 million
acres of federal land in the Big Horn Basin and 4.2
million acres of mineral estate.

The meeting takes place in the conference room of
Americas Best Value Inn on Second Street in Powell.

The public is encouraged to comment and ask ques-
tions about the BLM resource-management plan,
which will guide the use of federal land for the next
15-20 years.

The policy will affect the land residents use for hunt-
ing, grazing and four-wheeling. Access to these mil-
lions of acres of land will be considered in the policy,
so folks who plan to use the land to hunt, graze cattle or
drive ATVs need to voice their concerns to the BLM.

Comments will help identify issues and alternatives
for the bureau to consider, but a BLM official said it’s
not a matter of counting votes for or against land use.

If you can’t attend the meeting, comments may
be submitted until Nov. 17 by mailing P.0. Box
119, Worland WY 82401-0119, e-mailing BBRMP_
WYMail@blm.gov or calling 307-347-5171.

Take the opportunity to comment today — before it's

too late.
ot b
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Weeks ago, at my fi My professional humor
meeting, [ added in assessment would be that elec-
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ARTICLES REPORTING ON THE BIGHORN BASIN RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT PLAN REVISION SCOPING MEETINGS
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'oming
security

s are. People are searched
n if they are not going to a
courtroom.

And people have been charged
for carrving illegal items, she said.

Commission  Chairman  Joe
Moore
Secu id screenings such as
courthouse entrance cameras could
be considered g

we director of Homeland

alternatives to
searches.

In only its second meeting, the
commission also discussed equip-
ment, training and procedures.
also discussed asking the

more intrus:

or high

Nau said some relatively minor
have involved gang mem-
ind some of their supporters
show up in gang colors or with atti-
tudes that can lead to trouble,

vivorman’

"I've seen kids come out appreci-
ating their parents far more, wives
and husbands their spouses, every-
one the little things that make our
lives casier. When all you have is a
spoon that it took you all day to
make, it becomes the most precious
thing you own. People learn a deep
e of gratitude for what they
ady have.”
mer student, Allan Wood,
a and adds that the sheer
amount of work and time it takes
just to survive without a Wal-Mart
or Alberisons has made him think
about things differently.

“I really think about how life was
for the pioneers, the Native
Americans, settlers,” said Wood,
who iz now a licensing (patent)
assistant  for  Utah  State
University. "When you spend all
day making a fishhook, it brings it
home. And the amount of waste we
have. That's a big one.”

After graduating from the
University of Utah in 2008 and
E internship last summer
with Gillette College, Andersen
accepted the facilities director job
this fall.

Now instead of making fire from
two sticks and setting snares, he is
trying to get a new college infra-
structure up and running.

College Dean Paul Young said
one of the things he's really noticed
about Andersen is his resourceful-
ness,

“I didn't know about his survival
knowledge until I saw a bunch of
people  chomping  down  on
grasshoppers at Rotary last
month,” Young said. "But [ can see
the connection. This is such a lean
campus. We don't have a lot of
money or staff and [ watched Mark

Informing
the
public

DMLY NEWS photos by Lee Lockhar
RESOURCES: Bureau of
Land Management officials
were on hand Thursday to
answer questions from the
public about the Big Horn
Basin Rescurce Managemenl
Plan Revision. Above, Jim
Wolf of the Worland BLM
office talks with Linda
Hamilton, Hyattville, and
Nancy Joyce, Manderson
about the revision that is cur-
rently underway. The federal
agency is gathering input from
area citizens about what crite-
ria should be used and how it
should be weighed in making
land management decisions.
At left, Mike Bies talks with
Dee Rogers of Worland about
cultural sites and paleantolog-
ical finds on federal lands
under the supervision of the
BLM. The new plan will pro-
vide a framework for subse-
quent implementation level
decisions for the next 15-20
years, according to informa-
tion provided by the BLM.
Comments on the plan musl
ha nnatmarkad by Now 17

Bighorn Basin RMP Revision
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Attention outdoor enthusiasts:
BLM needs input on new plan

By BRENDA TENBOER

The Bureau of Land Manage-
ment is facing a big challenge
and needs anyone and everyone
who enjoys nature, hunting, four-
wheeling, spelunking, ?liklﬂg.
bird watching, raising cattle, or
virtually any other outdoor activ-
ity to speak up now.

The BLM and many other gov-
ernment agencies have agreed to
work together to come up with a
plan that includes labeling . cer-
tain pieces of land as open, closed
or only for restricted use for the
next 20 years.

The planning area includes
Farl of Hot Springs, and all of

ark, Washakie and Big Horn
counties.

Public affairs representative
Sarah Beckwith said that the Big-
horn Basin Resource Manage-
ment Plan, as the new plan is
called, will include “all those tra-
ditional uses that will always be
there like graz-

“How close is too close?” said
Bies. “We need a buffer around
each individual find, applicable
to those discovered in the future
as well.”

Government agencies  have
debated the best approach to the
sacred Medicine Wheel site for
about 20 years with no resolution
reached yet.

“What happens if we find an-
other Mediane Wheel? Bies
said. “We need to address the
situations ahead of time.”

Twenty percent of all histori-
cally significant finds have been
discovered within the past five
years, and many more are sure to
follow, Bies said.

“People on complete opposites
of the spectrum have thoughts on
how public lands should be man-
aged,” Beckwith said. “Tryi
make everybody hap
possible. What we're try
1s to reach a nice balance.”

The Bighorn Basin Resource

Management

ing and will also

Plan Revision

include rules for | TO COMMENT: covers thou-

new  recreation E-mail Caleb Hiner sands of miles
uses like four- by Nov. 17 at and includes

wheeling  that
the old plans did
not address well
enough.”

Off-highway
vehicle (OHV) use on public land
has seen a dramatic increase of
roughly 500 percent in just the
past five years, according to out-
door recreation manager Paul
Rau. The OHV category includes
all off-road type vehicles — four-
wheelers, Gators, Mules and dirt
bikes.

“Ten years ago when the indi-
vidual plans were written, people
just didn't own the numﬁ‘r’ of
ATVs they do today,” Rau said.

Although people aren’t sup-
posed to travel off road with
ATVs of any sort except in certain
instances like to retrieve a game
animal when hunting or to drop a
salt lick for cattle, it has become a
hu;;u:\f,\ruhlem, Rau said.

“We need to tighten up some
of the language in the rules,” Rau
said,

Comments on the plan need to
be submitted by Nov. 17 so Rau
said if anyone has an area that
they believe should be off limits
to ATVs they need to speak up
and indicate why the area should
be protected.

“Rare plants, cultural sites,
hiking paths, there are lots of rea-
sons people want to see an area
protected,” Rau said.

One good reason to restrict an
area of public land for the next
20 years and beyond is if Native
American rock art or other items
of cultural significance are discov-
ered, said archaeologist Michael
Bies of the Worland Field Office.

Caleb_Hiner@blm.gov

12 wilderness
study  areas,
nine areas of
critical en-
vironmental
concern and seven special recre-
ation management areas.

Any thougi"lts submitted by the
public will be studied by water,
oil and gas, recreation, wildlife
and archaeological uxgm.-—..

Big Horn County Commission
Chairman Keith Grant urges ev-
eryone who uses public land to
voice their opinion.

“This is going to affect us for
the next 20 years, it's important
for the bentonite mining industry,
oil and gas producers, ranchers
... everyone. It's rare for all these
agencies to work together on a
plan, but they're doing it. If you
don’t speak up now, don’t com-
plain later,” Grant said.

A draft of the new plan will
be ready sometime late in 2009 or
early in 2010 and a final record of
decision will be released in Sep-
tember 2011, according to Caleb
Hiner, project leader.

A public meeting was held in
Greyl?uli last Friday, in Cody on
Wednesday and two more are
scheduled. BLM staff will be at
the Lovell Community Center
on Friday from 3 to 8 p.m and at
America’s Best Value Inn confer-
ence room Thursday in Powell
to explain the plan and answer
questions about any aspect of
public land use.

To date only a handful of com-
ments have been submitted, and
only about 30 people attended
the Greybull meeting but it’s not
too late.

sions.

The plan
ning and zoning
COMMISSION IS See
cations for develo
the subdivision a
need guidance bas
today not from th
said.

“The updated |
what ste, Pd g
eves of the
Markert said.
they will have
on what goes on ar

The shape of thi
match what peopli
closely in the u
Markert said.

“It is kind of s
to just let things h:
case the county .
happens,” he said

Town of Basint
and Fourth Stre

BHC

0 Otto, Hyat
all county
By NATHAN OSTI

Rasin gustar I[P o5

Significant inc
number of absen
new voter registn
week's general ¢
more challenging
the Big Horn Cox
fice

Igy week's end
the Nov. 4 voting

307-568-2458 + E-MAIL

D-28

Bighorn Basin RMP Revision



Scoping Report — Appendix D

County uses BLM meetings
as emergency system test

HALF OF
CALLS FAIL

BY CJ BAKER
AND DON AMEND
Tribune Staff Writers

REGISTERED NURSE PR
Associate of Applied Seience degree, storls Fall
Depending vpon location, starting salary i3 $40
Application deadiing: March 2004 & Z0IO

PREREQUISITES — Anatomy and Physiole
Composition, and General Psychology, plu:
Murse Assistant certificate (NET score ow

Knapp said there 1sn't an op-
tion to purchase fewer minutes.

The system works much like a
cell-phone plan, Conners said —
you use your purchased minutes,
or you lose them.

The 53-second message to
7,000 county residents used up
6,926 of those minutes.

ark County tested its emer- Powell Police used the Co-
.oes by Derrick, visits with Coby May. Derrick is chncy notification system  deRED system in a more limited PRA’GHML N'uRSE PROl
“hina. this weekend, and the re- run on Monday, asking citzens Cartificate program, storts Jar. 2010; based in We
sults showed room for improve-  living near Saturday's South Depending upon location, starfing salary is §3C

ment. Clark Street shooting to be on 2010
Earlier this year, the county the lookout for the handgun al-

signed up for the services of legedly involved.

CodeRED — a “reverse 911" Basically, all county phone

PREREQUISITES — Anatomy and Physiol
certified Nurse Assistant certificate (MET

right) introduces herself to Nguyen Thao, a
‘nt attending NWC this year.

left) from Dubai, looks over the technology
sside school with Josh Wolfe 1000 shersae, Don

mend

n

Ipmde AT

g

automated dialing system. It's
designed to call county residents
en masse with critical informa-
tion.

The first CodeRED test call
was placed on Saturday, and it
reached only about hall of the
numbers in the county's data-
base

Some of those contacted were
unhappy.

Instead of using just a “test-
ing" message, the county includ-
ed information about this week's
Bureau of Land Management
planning meetings in Powell and
Cody.

‘That drew criticism from a
handful of folks, who questioned
whether It was appropriate to
use CodeRED for notifying resi-
dents about the BLM meetings.

Commissioner Bucky Hall
said the board was not in total
agreement on using the system.

“1 had mixed emotions about
doing it. What swayed me was
that it was an important discus-
sion for the county. There's a
boatload of federal land in the
county, and how they manage it
affects people,” he said.

Around 2 pan. on Saturday,
CodeRED attempted to reach
14,330 phone numbers across
Park County over a span of
about 15 minutes. Only 7,074
— roughly 50 percent — were
reached via answering machine
or in person

Mike Conners, head of the
county's Information Technol-
ogy Department, has been work-
ing this week to determine what
the problem was. He believes the
telephone infrastructure simply
isn't in place for everyone to be
on the phone at one time.

“The switch isn't big enough
to handle 14,000 calls at once,”
said County Homeland Security
Coordinator Martin Knapp.

The county signed on to the
program last winter, spending
$15,000 for the year. That cost
includes 50,000 minutes of an-
nual call time. The minutes and
cost are based strictly on popula-
tion.

numbers listed in the phone
book are in the CodeRED da-
tabase by default. People who
have cellular or otherwise un-
listed numbers must sign up to
receive CodeRED notification
on those lines.

The CodeRED sign-up page
for the county makes no direct
mention of informational mes-
sages.

“Your information will re-
main completely private and
will only be made available to
notify you of critical situations,”
it says. Examples given on the
CodeRED site are evacuation
notices, bio-terrorism  alerts,
boil-water notices and missing-
child reports.

Conners said CodeRED places
no restrictions on the nature of
messages sent.

“They don't care if I want to
sell pancakes,” he said.

Actually, Conners said, when
the commissioners signed up
for CodeRED, they specifically
asked if the system could be used
for informational messages.

“The answer was yes,” he
said.

The only rule is that the
phoned recording must mention
that it is a proprietary CodeRED
message.

Conners and Knapp both said
that informational messages
will not become commonplace.
“Ninety-nine percent of the
tume"” the messages will only
involve emergency situations,
Knapp said.

“Ultimately, the board thought
it was an appropriate use,” Hall
said. “We are doing something
good, getting people out. Right
now only the radicals are par-
ticipating. Maybe this will get
the rest of us involved.”

Knapp and Conners said
they've heard criticism that the
call was used to push a political
agenda. They firmly disagree.

“We were real careful about
that,” Knapp said.

“It’s not pushing an agenda,”
said Conners. “It’'s telling you to

[l / | Lfr(j*‘?r i

Take courses in Powell, Worla
and online; clinicals taught ai
various Big Horn Basin sites.

Let’s Talk Soon
307.754.6484, 307.754.6479 Ne
or toll free 800.560.4692

www.northwestcollege.edu/prog

Friday, November 14, 200
Wynona Thompson Au
Adults $20, Seniors & Ch
Cody, Wy — Room & Ticket Pa
1-800-393-263

Bighorn Basin RMP Revision

D-29



Scoping Report — Appendix D

Bhoto by SARA LOVEN

Dustin Harrell of the BLM (right) explains a wildlife and birds informational map
to Steve Olenick at the BLM's open house Nov. 12 in the community room at Big

Horn Federal Savings.

About 200 offer opinions
at BLM open house in Cody

By HARRIET WEIXEL
Staff writer

Managing resources on BLM
lands captured a high level of
interest as BLM personnel and
Cody residents met Nov, 12 to
scope out revisions for the Big
Horn Basin Resource Manage-
ment Plan,

“Our meeting was successful,”
BLM public affairs officer Sarah
Beckwith said, “More than 175
people came to voice their opin-
ions, and there are many diverse
concerns in the Cody area.

“It will take a long time to sort
this out and analyze the issues,”
she added. “Then, with our part-
ners, we hope to develop a good
balance for the resource man-
agement plan (RPM) revision.”

During the meeting, 44 BLM
personne] provided information,
listened to concerns and answered
questions at stations addressing
urban and community develop-
ment, wildlife, recreation issues
and described the process needed
to revise the RMP.

The RMP is a land-use plan that
provides a framewaork for manag-
ing BLM administered lands dur-
ing the next 15-20 years.

The plan will establish goals
and objectives, describing the
desired future condition for
resources and resource uses
in the Big Horn Basin. It will
wdentify management actions to
achieve those goals and objec-
tives, The plan will designate
lands that are open, closed and
restricted for resource use.

“We are looking at meeting
or not meeting needs in the next
15-20 vears,” Big Horn Basin
RMP project leader and envi-
ronmental protection special-
ist Caleb Hiner said. “And we'll
address alternatives necessary
to meet those needs - how and
what to change or not change.”

Cody resident Charles
Townsend said his main concern
is gas well drilling.

“Environmentally, deep gas
wells are a disaster, but for the
local economy it's beoming,” he
said

“They're injecting chemicals
into water under high pressure
to break the rock formation
to free the gas. They won't tell
what chemicals are in the liquid.
They're doing this on public land,
sowhy is it a secret” he added.

John Stafford said he is oppos-

Scoping period extended to Nov. 24

Due to the high level of pub-
lic interest and attendance at
the Big Horn Basin Resource
Management Plan scop-
ing meetings, the BLM has
extended the formal scoping
period until Nov, 24,

Comments should be post-
marked no later than Nov, 24
to be included in the scoping
report. Comments raceived
after the formal pariod will be
caonsidered but may not be
included in the report.

“Public involvement is an
assential and required part of
BLM's planning process, and we

encourage the public to contin-
e to submit their scoping com-
ments,” Big Horn Basin RMP
project leader Caleb Hiner said.

Comments should be
mailed to BLM, P.O. Box 118,
Woarland, 82401-0118.

They also may be e-mailed,
bbrmp_wymail@bim.gov.

For more information on
the Big Horn Basin RAMP or
the revision process, visit
http:/fwww.bim.gov/wy/st!
en/programs/Planning/rmps/
bighorn.htmi or contact Hiner,
(307) 347-5171 or caleb_
hiner@bim.gov.

e future drilling and explora-
tion sites in the McCullough

Peaks.

Wells drilled in the Cody field
office area had peaked at a high
of 500 in 2005 and dropped to
200 in 2007,

Wind farms caught the inter-
est of Cody City Council member
Jona Vanata,

ferent, and theyl be true to you."

Jim Shorb added, “You break
a wild horse when it is 2 or 3
years old, then don't ride it until
itis4.”

Establishing sage grouse as
an endangered species was a
concern of Bo Bowman.

“Some people would like to
make sage grouse an endan-
gered species, but I'm interested

“My interest is in the poten-
tial of wind power g ion in
Park County,” she said. “Howev-
er, at this time, $1.2 million per
windmill is not feasible.

“The state of Wyoming cur-
rently has two farms in the Raw-
lins and Ar]ingt.on areas. If there
would be a ibility study

in self-regul " he said.

The preliminary issues iden-
tified for analysis for the revised
RMP include energy and miner-
als management, land tenure
adjustments, realty leases, util-
ity corridor righr.a of way, safety

that would back the possibili

nt climnl.e c:h ange
and greent gas

of having a wind puwer farm in
this area, I would be interested
in looking into this further” she
added.

Phyllis Preater attended the
meeting and provided other
visitors information about wild

Management ‘of livestock and
grazing, riparian areas, water
quality concerns, visual resourc-
es, wildlife Liabitats, protection
of sensitive species and manage-
ment of areas with special val-
ues are on the list of issues to be

horses. Preater has been a BLM  addressed in the RMP

I for 10 years, Travel, includi igh
ing the behavior of wild horses  vehicle use, will aiso ‘ue dealt
in the McCullough Peaks. with in the revised plan.

“I have identified all the
wild horses in the McCullough
Peaks,” she said. “I look at the
social and family structure, their
travel and hoof print. I've seen
them since teenage (years),

“1 strongly believe the ATVs
should stick to prescribed roads.
What they are destroying is
worse than the drilling,” she
added.

Debbie Rosendahl said, “The
personality of pach wild horse is dif-

A complete description of
resources and resource uses to
be considered during the Big
Horn Basin RMF revision can
be obtained from a BLM office.

BLM is conducting six pub-
lic scoping meetings to collect
information concerning desired
improvements for the Big Horn
Basin area.

For more information contact
Hiner, (307) 347-5171 or caleb-
hiner@bim.gov.

Have your cnristmas
card pictures taken with

Big Harry,

of Long Acres

Shires

Sat, 1-d4pm Saturd:
Get into tk
find every
to decorat
Take adva

Chris
Disco

Buy your tree before

and receive a 20

Reindeer |
www.reindeer-re
1251 Sheridan Ave #

Friday, November 21, 2008

All proceeds donated
Cody Special Olympics
$20 per person

Cash bar * Hors d'oeuv
(Price includes $100 in Funny M

* Funny Money has no monetary v
Funny Money cannot be redeemed
:At'h and must be used for rafile pui

Must be 21 years of age. This
fm fundraiser purposes only.

Be Prepared For

Next Hunting Adv
with

Carhari
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+ Comfort fit
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R Price
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Cars, Wnich resemoled scenarios
emergency personnel encounter
on Wyoming roads.

The mock casualties were
EMTs.

Powell Hospital EMT train-
ing officer Scott Bagnell said the
training included new EMTs and
firefighters, and the two crews
worked hand-in-hand.

Lt. Chris Brown of the Powell
Fire Department said Bagnell
was offering an EMT class, and
new technicians must know how
to remove victims from wrecks
and how to work with the fire-
fighters.

“It's better to make the mis-
takes here than the mistakes on
the scene,” Bagnell said.

Placing EMTs in the crumpled
cars offered the medical techni-
cians an example of what victims
experience in a car crash, Bagnell
said.

Firefighters Mike Meeker (left) and Paul Thomas (right) peel away a smashed windshield to rescue

car crash "victims" during joint training at the Powell Volunteer Fire Department with Powell
M_Onu_mn_ ub?.qnu_._n___. medical technicians on Saturday morning. EMT student James Crowley stands
Y behind Th T hota by Gib Mathers

Using tools, firefighters cut and
peeled away doors, windshields
and roofs to allow their medical
colleagues to reach the car oc-
cupants, who were covered with
blankets to protect them from
debris.

Despite the fact that the worst
ailments Saturday were runny
noses, the EMTs and firefighters

treated passengers as though they
were seriously injured. Patients’
heads and necks were padded and
constrained in case they suffered
head or neck injuries typical of
real car wreck victims.
Meanwhile, veteran fireman
Mike Meeker supervised rookies
applying rescue jacks to a ve-
hicle sitting on its side and later

upside down. The jacks must be
aligned just so to stabilize the car
in order to safely evacuate pas-
sengers posthaste. Once a vehicle
is stable, EMTs can remove the
victims and prepare them for
transport to the hospital,

“The main goal was to get
the EMT's used to car wrecks,"
Brown said.

BLM plan

COMMENT
DEADLINE
EXTENDED

BY CJ BAKER
Tribune Staff Writer

he number of people

interested in the future

of the Big Horn Basin's
federal lands has; forced the
U.S. Bureau of Land Manage-
ment to make some last-minute
changes.

First, after a jam-packed,
standing-room only meeting in
Cody, the BLM moved a Powell
meeting on land use planning
to larger quarters. Then, after
strong numbers in Powell, too,
the deadline for public comment
on the planning was extended.

“It's exciting," project man-

ning turnout strong

ager Caleb Hiner said about the
high level of interest.

The BLM currently is draft-
ing a new resource management
plan for the Big Horn Basin. It
essentially guides every aspect of
how public land is managed over
the next 15-20 years. The last re-
source management plan for Park
County was completed in 1990.

The comment period had been
slated to close Monday, Nov. 17,
but because of the high level of
interest, that deadline has been
extended one week until Nov. 24.

Over the course of the Thurs-
day meeting, about 75 folks
dropped by the Park County
Fairground’s exhibit hall to learn
more and weigh in on the plan-
ning. It originally was slated to
be held in a conference room at
Americas Best Value Inn.

Hiner said the bureau received
more than a dozen comments dur-

ing Powell's five-hour meeting.

Commissioner Jill Shockley
Siggins said she was tickled “all
the way pink" by the turnout in
Powell and Cody. Cody had about
175 people show up on Wednes-
day — creating a line out the door
at the Big Horn Federal meeting
room. Hiner described it as an
“astoundingly good meeting.”

Siggins said residents again
showed their interest in their
public lands.

“I'm proud of Park County,"
she said.

The turnout at the Powell and
Cody meetings were the highest
in the Big Horn Basin. Meetings
in Thermopolis, Worland, Grey-
bull, and Lovell averaged around
45 attendees.

Park County contains some
625,137 acres of public land. Of
that, 106,944 acres are leased for
oil and gas development under

156 leases.

The public scoping process is
used to identify how residents
want to see public land used.

Among other things, it deter-
mines which areas will be open
for recreational use, how many
grazing permits are issued, what
lands are available for hunting
and fishing, the size of wild-horse
management areas and which
locations can be leased to oil and
gas developers.

The bureau encourages resi-
dents to weigh in with their con-
cerns and opinions.

“The more comment we get,
the better the document — the
better the decisions are for man-
agement,” said Ann Perkins of
the Cody BLM office.

Comments can be sent by mail
to BLM, P.0. Box 119, Worland,
WY 82401-0119, or via e-mail to
BBRMP_WYMail@blm.gov.

More information is awvail-
able online at http://tinyurl.
com/Sg4uxc or by calling Hiner
at 307-347-5171.

Choose from a wide
variety of ribbon,
jewels and accessories
to create your own
unique look

The Flower Bas

IGA Floral & Gift 754-8464
421 E 1st St Powell
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DISTRICT: Resignations accepted

date schedules for basketball
games and practices when
work is being done to the
locker rooms.

Odasz said there will also
be some asbestos that needs
to be removed from a small
area in the boiler room. The
board approved having Ter-
racon advertise bids for the
asbestos removal project.

Cloud Peak

Plan One has completed a
preliminary study for secu-
rity upgrades at Cloud Peak
Middle  School.  Schrickling
said the intent of the project
is to provide an upgraded se-
curity system for the school
in Manderson. The school
currently suffers from poor
visibility from the principal’s
office and the administration
oftice.

The upgrades would in-
clude:

* A new security vestibule
with  electronic  controlled
door locks.

= Remodeling the admin-
istration and principal’s office
to increase visibility outside of
the building and in the new se-
curity vestibule/ main lobby.

« Installation of a dedicat-
ed security monitors to take
advantage of the existing se-
curity cameras.

* [nstallation of new exteri-
or doors and electronic access

hardware.

“Visibility is a big issue,”
Schrickling said, adding that
anyone in the office does not
see people enter the building
until they turn left to the of-
fice.

Odasz said the vestibule
would include a double-door
entry way, which also would
help with energy efficiency by
keeping the cold trapped be-
tween the two doorways.

Chairman Deb Craft said
she likes the idea of opening
up the main lobby and office
area. Cecil Mullins added,
“It's needed to be opened up
for a long time.”

Greg Gloy questioned
whether the district wanted to
put a lot of money in a build-
ing when they do not know
how long the district might
keep the school open. Linda
Harp said it is unknown,
whether it could be five years
or 20 vears.

Todd Wilder of the School
Facilities Commission said the
new facility evaluations for all
buildings in all districts would
be completed over the next six
months.

He said the SFC does sup-
port schools Ioukjnﬁ at secu-
rity issues, and while there
are no set standards, he would
work with the district to find
funding for the project. He
said this project is ideal to be

phased in over a few years if
necessary.

Superintendent Mary
Fisher asked the board if they
were OK  with  electronic-
controlled door locks where
visitors would have to be let
in. None of the members ex-
pressed great concern but did
want feedback from the public
and the staff on the proposed
renovation.

Resignations

In other business, the
board:

* Approved the resigna-
tion of fifth-grade teacher
Ron Tatro, effective Nowv. 21,
and the resignation of para-
professional  Lila  O'Dell.
Fisher said the district will
not be replacing O'Dell. She
said a substitute will fill in
for Tatro until a new teacher
can be hired. She said they
will be advertising and form-
ing an interview committee.

» Approved the 2009-2010
calendar in cooperation with
School District No. 3.

* Recognized Mullins
with a small gift for his years
of service on the board. Last
Tuesday was Mullins’ last
regular meeting as he was
defeated for re-election. The
board had a gift for Mark
Bovles, who also was not re-
elected, but he was not in at-
tendance.

BIM extends comment period
on resource management plan

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
announced last week that the public can con-
tinue to submit scoping comments on the
Bighorn Basin Resource Management Plan
(RMP) even though the formal scoping pe-
riod was scheduled to end on Nov. 17.

Due to the high level of public interest and
attendance at the scoping meetings, the BLM
has extended the formal scoping period until
Nov. 24. Comments should be postmarked
no later than Nov. 24 to be included in the
Scoping Report.  Comments received after
the formal period will be considered but may
not be included in the report.

“Public involvement is an essential and re-
quired part of BLM's planning process, and
we encourage the public to continue to sub-
mit their scoping comments,” said Bighorn
Basin RMP Project Lead Caleb Hiner.

Comments can be mailed to: BLM, PO Box
119, Worland, WY 82401-0119 or e-mailed to
BBRMP_WYMail@blm.gov.

For more information on the Bighorn Ba-
sin RMP or the revision process, visit the
project Web site at www.blm.gov/wy/st/
cn)pmgramsf’ Planning/ rmps/bighorn.
html or contact Caleb Hiner at (307) 347-5171
or e-mail Caleb_Hiner@blm.gov.
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Calling all outdoor enthusiasts:

BLM seeks input

by brenda tenboer

The Bureau of Land
Management is facing a big
challenge and needs anyone
and everyone who enjoys
nature, hunting, four-wheel-
ing, spelunking, hiking, bird
watching, raising cattle, or
virtually anv other outdoor
activity to speak up now.

T'he BLAM and many other
government agencies have
agreed to work together to
come up with a plan that in-
cludes labeling certain pieces
ofland as open, closed or only
for restricted use for the next
20 years.

The planning area includes
part of Hot Springs, and all of
“ark, Washakie and Big Horn
counties.

Public affairs representa-
tive Sarah Beckwith said that
the Bighorn Basin Resource
Management Plan, as the
new plan is called, will in-
clude “all those. traditional
uses that will always be there
like grazing and will also in-
clude rules for new recreation
uses like four-wheeling that
the old plans did not address
well enough.”

Off-highway vehicle
(OHV) use on public land
has seen a dramatic increase
of roughly 500 percent in just
the past five years, accord-
ing to outdoor recreation
manager Paul Rau. The OHV
category includes all off-road
type vehicles — four-wheel-
ers, Gators, Mules and dirt

bikes.

“Ten years ago when the
individual plans were writ-
ten, people just didn’t own
the number of ATVs they do
today,” Rau said.

Although people aren’t
supposed to travel off road
with ATVs of any sort except
in certain instances like to re-
trieve a game animal when
hunting or to drop a salt lick
for cattle, it has become a
huge problem, Rau said.

“We need to tighten up
some of the language in the
rules,” Rau said.

Comments on the plan
need to be submitted by Nov.
24 so Rau said if anyone has
an area that they believe
should be off limits to ATVs
they need to speak up and in-
dicate why the area should be
protected.

“Rare plants, cultural sites,
hiking paths, there are lots of
reasons people want to see an
area protected,” Rau said.

The  Bighorn  Basin
Resource Management Plan
Revision covers thousands of
miles and includes 12 wilder-
ness study areas, nine areas
of critical environmental con-
cern and seven special recre-
ation management areas.

To date only a handful of
comments have been submit-
ted, and only about 30 people
attended the Greybull meet-
ing but it's not too late. Public
opinions can be e-mailed to
Hiner at Caleb_Hiner@blm.
gov until Nov. 24.

Montana couple

by nathan oster

A couple from Red Lodge.
Mont., fms purchased the
Historic Hotel Greybull.

Myles Foley and his girl-
friend Lori Davis say they
plan no major changes, not-
ing that the businesses op-
erating on the ground floor
have been invited to stay, as
have the tenants in the four
upstairs apartments.

The top priority in the
short term, they said, will
be restoring the building to
its original condition. The
building was constructed
during the 1916 building
boom, first going by the name
of the Hurst Building, then as
the First State Bank Building,
and in later years, as the
Carey Building, according to
an account in “Glimpses of
Greybull’s Past,” written by
Tom Davis.

For many of those years,
the Greybull Hotel occupied
part of the second floor.

Foley said he wants to re
turn the building to its origi-
nal state, and as last week
ended he was trying to round
up old photos. He and Davis,
who owns the Red Box Car
restaurant in Red Lodge, sav
they want to fix up the “ho-
tel” rooms and make them
available to the public.

“Everybody tells us there’s
so much to do on them, but
there really isn't,” said Davis.
While some touch-up work
is needed, Davis said, “We

BUSIN

bu

Lori Davis, owner of the Red Box
intend to restore the Historic Ho

could rent rooms right now.’

Folev and Davis complet
ed the terms of the acquisi
tion on Nov. 7, taking it of
the hands of former owne
Elbert Sowerwine, who hac
tried, unsuccessfully, to sel
the property in an auctior
earlier this year.

“We weren't really looking
for this, but both of us lik
historic things,” said Foley
“We were actually looking
at the old Masonic Templ
(another Sowerwine prop

)€ -

L

You're invited to an open house for the
new Powell Valley Clinic building.
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el dirt at the groundbreaking ceremony in Cowley Monday. Pictured (l-r) Todd
iine Harvey, Koleen Sponsel, Russ Boardman, Dave Monk, Tyler Yates, Bryan
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Rocky Mountain Elementary School,
using the same brick and metal ma-
terials and some similar design ele-
ments.

“The two facilities will comple-
ment each other well,” he said.

Groathouse Construction presi-
dent Bronnenberg spoke next and
presented a silver shovel to board
chairman Lee. He said the district

showed nerseverance. following the

tive changes in the district that will
happen in the new facility, but noted,
“It's not the building that makes a
school great, it’s the people in it.”
The groundbreaking ceremo-
ny then proceeded. Board members
Koleen Sponsel, Ron McArthur, Dave
Monk, Russ Boardman, Bryan Lee,
legislators Elaine Harvey and Ray
Peterson, Todd Wilder of the School

Facilities Commission and student

Volume 103, Number 24

BLM still
accepting
comments
on Big
Horn Basin
RMP

Comments must
be postmarked by
Nov. 24

BY BRAD DEVEREAUX

The Bureau of Land
Management held six meet-
ings throughout the basin
this month to gather com-
ments on the Big Horn Ba-
sin Resource Management
Plan (RMP). Due to the
high level of public interest
and meeting attendance,
the BLM has extended the
formal scoping period until
Monday, Nov. 24.

“Public involvement is
an essential and required
part of BLM’'s planning
process, and we encourage
the public to continue to
submit their scoping com-
ments,” said Big Horn Ba-
sin RMP Project Lead Ca-
leb Hiner.

The RMP is a docu-
ment that will steer deci-
sions made on BLM land
throughout the basin for
the next 15 to 20 years,

Send comments to:
BLM, PO Box 119,
Worland, WY 8_2401—0119
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presented a silver shovel to board
chairman Lee. He said the district
showed perseverance, following the
project through for several years.

“I've never seen a district go
through something like this," Bron-
nenberg said.

He thanked Facilities Director
Michael Simmons for his hard work
on the project.

Rocky Mountain Senior Class
President Yates was up next. He said
high school students are excited about
the new school, though many of them
will never walk its halls as a student.
He said he looks forward to the posi-

AVALMAR, ALUSS  LMUAIULILELL, DY AL L,
legislators Elaine Harvey and Ray
Peterson, Todd Wilder of the School
Facilities Commission and student
Tyler Yates each grabbed a shovel
and scooped some dirt from where the
foundation of the new school will sit.

The school is being built where
the Bob Stevens farm once sat. Mar-
ge and the late Bob Stevens sold their
80-acre parcel of land to the town so it
could be used for a future school. The
lot was divided into sections. Part was
used for the baseball field, another
part was given to the school district
for the current project the rest was
turned into a residential subdivision.
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A more realistic estimate might
be $1 billion in surplus revenue, Pe-
terson said.

Peterson said he would certainly
watch the dollars carefully as the ses-
sion approaches and the Joint Appro-
priations Committee holds pre-ses-
sion meetings, noting that he would
want to examine the “rainy day ac-
counts” like the Permanent Mineral
Trust Fund and the Budget Reserve
Account, but also look at infrastruc-
ture projects and programs like the
Hathaway Scholarship, highways, the
University of Wyoming and Wyoming
schools.

He said he would like to look at
whether the state is spending the
right amount of money on school con-
struction.

“Are we building at the right
pace? Too slow? Or too fast?” Peterson
asked.

As for individual bills this ses-
sion, Peterson said Basin Mayor Phil
Juillard contacted him about legisla-
tion to support public transportation
in Wyoming since the federal subsidy
for bus service in the Big Horn Basin
is likely to decrease.

The problem is, Peterson said,
that passenger numbers for Arrow
Stage Lines, which is currently pro-
viding the service, are “not impres-
sive.”

“It’s tough with the numbers we
have, but public transportation is im-
portant. It's another nail in the coffin
if we don't maintain it. It's another
thing companies look at.”

Peterson said he's looking forward
to a “fun” session, noting that any time

tact us at: 548-2217

e

Sen. Ray Peterédn

there's a surplus, a line forms, even
though it is not a budget session.

“I'm always pretty cautious. We
want to spend the money wisely,” he
said. “It is appropriate to do some
things with schools and the univer-
sity. Some great things are happening
(in Laramie} with new building and
construction and with the Hathaway
Scholarship. Enrollment is up.”

Likewise, Wyoming K-12 schools
are doing very well, he said, with test
scores increasing and funding per stu-
dent among the best in the nation.

Another bill Peterson is consider-
ing would address the issue of govern-
ment agencies competing with private

See ‘REVENUE,’ page 8

Www

BLM, PO Box 119,
Worland, WY 82401-0119
e-mail:
BBRMP_WYMail@blm.gov.

Hiner said. It will address
a variety of resource issues
including caves, minerals
and oil, fossils, prehistoric
and Native American arti-
facts and trails, cultural re-
sources, grazing, biological
resources, recreation, fuel
management, planned and
un-planned fires, visual re-
sources, renewable energy
and water resources.

At the Lovell meeting
Friday, experts from all ar-
eas being addressed were
on hand with information-
al displays to explain and
discuss with people. Many
had maps that showed the
concentration of each par-
ticular resource across the
basin. Most of the experts
said there was a lot of pub-
lic interest and many peo-
ple asked them questions
about resource manage-
ment and the RMP pro-
cess.

Hiner said the meet-
ings were well attended,
with more than 300 peo-
ple in total. Meetings were
held in Greybull, Powell,
Cody, Worland and Lovell.

The RMP is a com-
bined effort, revising both
the RMPs for the Cody and
Worland BLM field offices
into one document that will
cover the entire Big Horn
Basin.

Comments should be
postmarked no later than
Nov. 24, 2008, to be includ-
ed in the scoping report.
Comments received after
the formal period will be
considered but may not be
included in the report.

The BLM asks that
comments are specific,
stating particular reasons
for concerns rather than
making broad statements.
They also ask that com-
ments include what envi-
ronmental and community
factors were considered.
They ask that comments
focus on particular issues
or resources and provide
details.

See ‘BLM,’ page 8

lcnews@tctwest.net
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Basin.

BLM continued from page one

Shirley Bye-Jech of the BLM Cody Field Office talks to Rich Fink about recreation in the Big Horn

Brap DEVEREAUX

A draft RMP will be released in
about one year, Hiner said. It will
then be open for a 90-day public
comment period, and then a 30-day
“protest period,” before the BLM

casts a record of decision to instate
the finalized RMP.

For more information on the
Big Horn Basin RMP or the revi-
sion process, visit the project web-

site at http://www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/
programs/Planning/rmps/Big Horn.
html or contact Caleb Hiner at 307-
347-5171 or e-mail Caleb_Hiner@
blm.gov.

Reven ue continued from page one

enterprise, such as when a
private sprayer must bid
against a county weed and
pest agency.

“It's an unfair advan-
tage,” he said.

Peterson will also intro-
duce legislation to modify
the existing hospital endow-
ment challenge fund law so
that some of the matching
money raised can be used
immediately to fund proj-
ects, Currently, all money
raised and matched by the
state must _rem_ain_ invio-

She also said the com-
mittee is examining car-
bon sequestration rules and
regulations to make sure
the rules and regs do what
the legislature intended
them to do when they were
enacted. Other issues being
examined include tax relief
for clean coal technology
and a review of the Wyo-
ming Business Council.

Harvey’s House Labor,
Health and Social Services
Committee has been work-
ing very hard on Wyoming's

providers with their mal-
practice insurance.

Harvey said some re-
form in the Medicaid pro-
gram is needed because
some providers are reluc-
tant to treat Medicaid pa-
tients because reimburse-
ment rates are low.

The representative said
she is considering sponsor-
ing three bills this session:

1) Harvey is working on
a “driver behavior” bill that
would add some account-
ability to the behavior of

is no real enforcement. She
said highways in the area
have been blocked for much
longer than that on occa-
sion, creating a health and
safety issue, as well as an
economic issue.

Bighorn Basin RMP Revision
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WDA Update
Le Ann Baker

Change is the air and if you
don't believe just stop. look
and listen. P'm not referring to
the national scene, the stock
market or even our state elect-
od officials. As you know, T am
all about the local flavor.
With the election results
1 official in most counties we
know Worland will have a new
Mavor in January joined by
veral new city council mem-
bers We will thank Mayor Shearer for his service and
wish L well.
A new commissioner will be seated on the county
We will wish Bill Glanz many happy

Clhttei=s10n

duys ol fist o ffer Auron Anderson our support.
The W -p Chamber of Commerce has
v new Executi - Terry Sutherland who will

put his husiness expertise to work later this month.
He will be joined by four new hoard members; Amy
Callhonn, Duane Whitlock, Wes Baumstrarck and
Sally Molina. A pat on the back goes to Matt
Sehmeider and Bob Vines who will leave the board

aul Vul Buseh who steps into the past president’s
s

Change vime to the WDA board in late October as
wi tianked Breat Miller, Becky Dooley, Martha
Lowley amd Bill Glanz for their service as they

topped off the boand. We welcomed Ivy Sinn, Matt
wider. Kent Lamm. Tom McKinnon and Ron

v =eait 12 standing vacant on the county planning
Fammission presenting an opportunity for someone to
step up amd got involved

i be a positive. It offers new opportuni-
Lies for citizens o become active, to offer input and to
exchange ideas while working together for a common

Chang

B béu ( ( o[O3
Change in ltrlzle( cou

cause, In our communit

Re

sion. 1 saw plenty

input last week and 1 would encourage everyone to

make their voice heard

chanee to have real input on the future management
of public lands. If you love ATV trails, hunting, wild
horses, oil and gas let them know your thoughts. We
a great BLM staff here that can channel your

have
calls to the right person
The Westside Irrigati

with their enormous project. The court appointed
Hugh Miller, Stan Skinner and Lanny Fritz to be the
three new commissioners. An annual informational
3 just around the corner for all land owners

meeting i
in the dis

ct.

Dr. Benson has announced he will be leaving

Worland. We will miss
ning vi

their registers.
Deer Haven

weather. The mountain
New buildings are

seen coming here to work and new citizens are being

annexed just in time
change.

The commercial kitchen at the WCCC is under

construction in hopes o
calendar changes to a n

One thing we can always count on is change. How
we accept it; embrace it: is up to each of us.

v we are fortunate to have a
large pool of talented people to fill these leadership
positions to blaze the trail for a bright future.

The BLM is even experiencing change. We wel-
come Ed Bateson as the District Director with the
new plan of going back to the old plan of districts. One
of the first events is the Resource Management Plan

s this month and we ave hopeful to attract
some physicians to our wonderful area

The community is a buzz with what changes need
to take place to continue to have & community pool.
Here is another place for those with passion for the
project to step up, roll up their sleeves and dive in.

Retail stores are changing from
to red and green to welcome
are hoping to have change jingling like sleigh bells in

and Meadowlark are closed with
hopes of a new owner in time for a change to winter
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“creation
opposed

| BigHorn Basi counties
submit comments on BLM plan

| POWELL, Wyo. (AP) — Counties in the
: Bighorn Basin say preserving the Western
: ;

way of life is their top pri
The county commissions of Park, Big
Horn, Washakie and Hot Springs counties
tly submitted 22 pages of comments to
. Bureau of Land Management outlin-
ing their vision of how federal land should be
managed in the future.
“There is concern our Western culture is
being destroyed or detrimentally changed,”
the counties
The BLM took comments through Nov. 24

said.

on a Resource Management ['lin for the
I Bighorn Basin. Developing the plan will take
| several years. When complete, it will guide

s of
to 20

| nearly every aspect of the 3.2 mi
| federal land in the basin over the next 13
drs.,
The four county commissions submitted
remarks together. They were compiled by
| Ecosystem Research Group, a Misso
| Mont., m\|rummnl1I.wn-,ulr1m.. firm,
The counties’ comments un[‘h. ize the
importance of grazing in the basi
If grazing is reduced, “the highest value of
these lands ... is to sell to developers and
‘hobby" ranchers,” they wrote. “With large
ranches being subdivided into smaller tracts,
many unintended consequences emerge. Our
e corridors and habitat are forever

+ 200 S. 24th St., on Nov. 25. COR will host its annual gala and auction in January.

Protecting ranche:
spaces, the cummismnn\

ans protecting open

ated.

| “Ranchers and farmers can be great stew-

ards of the land," they said. “The benefits of

| keeping working landscapes from being sub-

| divided and developed should be considered
| in the (plan).”

The counties noted the special public

| interest in the bas d horses, They called

| on the BLM to examine all management

options,

| Please see Wilderness. 5C
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our Mama as some endearing
quialities — determination, per-
sistence, stubbornness, courtesy
and humor — would display
themselves to us despite her fail-
g memory.

Preceding her in death were
her parents, husband Frank
Hernandez, daughter Diana, and
husband Pablo Ortiz.

Survivors include her chil-
dren: Cris, Dan, Mary (Pat Smith),
Phil (Mary) and Nacha (Scott
Davis); grandchildren Catherine,
Doug (Katja), Dan (Sarah), Steven
(Tiffany), Nina (Ryan), David,
Gabe, Sam, Chris, Shane and
Justin; great-grandchildren
Marcos, Lucca, [Illyria and
Landen; forever daughters-in-law
Chareze Wells and Barb Gunn;
sisters Mariana Krupa, Maria
Elena Ramirez, Rosario Jaime,
and Criscelda Long; brothers
Eméterio Reyes and Juan Jose
Reves, and numerous nieces,
nephews, cousins and her special
companion Tom Soumas.

“Con carifio y que dios te
béndiga, Mama."

The family would like to thank
the staffs at St. Vincent Health-
care Broadwater Clinic and
Billings Health and Rehabilitation
Center, especially the Special
Care Unit staff, for their years of
caring for our mom.

Memorials may be sent to the
American Diabetes Association,
3202 Third Ave. N, Billings, MT
59101  or the  Alzheimer
Association, 3010 lith Ave. N,
Billings, MT 59101,

A vigil service took place at
Dahl Funeral Chapel on Sunday,
Now. 30, 2008. A funeral Mass will
take place at noon on Monday,
Dec. 1, at St Patrick’s Co-
Cathedral, with a reception fol-
lowing. Internment of ashes will
occur at a later date in Uvalde,
Texas.

Memories and condolences
may be made to the family at
www.dahlfuneralchapel.com.
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Cremation & Bural Society of Montana

FETTER — Roberta78, of
Billings Cremation. Private family
gathering. 3

BUTTON — Janet, 83, of
Billings Cremation. Arrange-
ments pending. 3

P20 10 Al dlil LA el ldl R
and was raised in the Stacy, Mont.
area.

She was preceded in death by
her husband Wally and grandson
Brian Fetter.

She is survived by her six chil-
dren; Cameal Fetter of Las Vegas,
NV; Donna and Richard Stewart
of Billings; Pauline and Jack Irwin
of Urbana, Mo.; Matt and Georgia
Fetter of Billings; Marty and Kim
Fetter of Missoula; Jeff and Deb
Fetter of Seattle, Wash.; nine
grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren.

A private family gathering will
be held in the future. In lieu of
flowers memorials may be sent to
Rocky Mountain Hospice of
Billings.  Arrangements by
Cremation & Funeral Gallery.

VUL LESUICT ! DICWINEION, ]O0CTT
and Dorothy Taylor, Bette
Matovich, and Albert and Martha
LaFountain.

Memorial services will be held
at the Judith Gap gymnasium at 2
pm., Wednesday, Dec. 3. Lunch
will immediately follow at the
Methodist Church.

The spreading of ashes will be
done at a later date by the imme-
diate family. Friends are asked to
make memorials to a memorial
account to help further the edu-
cation of his three loving sisters
(Fergus County Federal Credit
Union in Lewistown, Mont.).

Arrangements are in the care
of Dahl Funeral Chapel, Billings.
Memories and condolences may
be made to www.dahlfuner-
alchapel.com.
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Wilderness

Continued from 1C

“As part of the wild horse
management plan, the use of
contraceptives should be con-
tinued, and adoption and
slaughter of excess animals
should be considered,” they
wrote. The counties asked the
BLM to stop using helicopters
for roundups, citing cost and the
animals’ well-being.

" The commissions also came
out against designating any fed-

eral lands as wilderness in the
basin. Wilderness areas typical-
ly are remote, undeveloped and
largely roadless. Motorized trav-
el is usually prohibited in an
area once Congress designates it
as wilderness.

“Millions of acres in the west
are designated as wilderness,”
the counties wrote. “We oppose
designating any of the lands
within the (planning area) as
wilderness.”

The BLM is studying 12 areas
as potential wilderness sites.
The agency places restrictions
on those study areas and the

commissions asked that the fed-
eral government return those
ement.

also spelled out
their support for oil and gas
development, but called for bet-
The coun-
r the BLM to
of chemicals
s exploration
nvironmental

study the
used in oil and
— something
groups have

The countie
the BLM cc
energy sources, such as wind,
hydroelectric and geothermal
power.

COR

Continued from 1C

best place about work,
Harrington says, because he gets
“a little social interaction around
lunch.”

COR’s staff and board looked
into remodeling but the effort
and cost were overwhelming,
Torrence Mattson says. The
building has to be disability
accessible, and is, but because
the floors are uneven in places
there are still hazards for those

who are mobility impaired.

A new building would be
designed to be roomy and digni-
fied, with high levels of accessi-
bility, lighting, ventilation and
overall safety, Torrence Mattson
says.

“We want it to be a place that
works for everybody where we
can all be together,” she says. “It
will be low frills but accommo-
dating and safe for everyone.”

Other benefits of a new
building are that additional
space would allow COR to
expand its services.

“There are lots of great ideas,

we just don't have the room to
implement them.” she says.

Many of the services COR
provides are funded by the state
and there is a long waiting list
for vocational and residential
clients, Torrence Mattson says.
On occasion, more funding is
made available so clients can be
served, “we want to always be
available,” she says.

NorthWestern Energy has
donated $5 oward the new
facility and joined  First
Interstate Bank Foundation and
Wal-Mart West End as corpo-
rate donors.

For subscription services, please call 1-800-762-6397.
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