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Scoping Press Release

O |gBiCEIE

RESOURGE

to 20 years; and

PUBLIC MEETING
You Are Invited!

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Cody and Worland Field Offices are revising their
Resource Management Plans (RMP). Public lands within the field offices are currently managed
according to three RMPs: the Washakie RMP (1988) and (Grass Creek RMP (1998) for the
Worland Field Office; and the Cody RMP (1990). The field offices will produce a single RMP
encompassing both field oftices that will be called the Bighorn Basin RMP. Each field office will
1ssue its own Record of Decision for its junsdictional area.

An RMP s a land use plan that provides a framework for managing BLM-admimstered lands
over the next 15 to 20 years. The Federal Land Policy and Management Act directs the BLM to
revise their RMP periodically and to manage for multiple use and sustained yield. The RMP will:

+ listablish goals and objectives that describe the desired future condition for
resources and resource uses in the Bighorn Basin planning arca;
+ Identify managemenl actions anticipated to achieve stated goals and objectives;

+ Provide a framework for subsequent implementation level decisions for the next 15
+ Identify lands that are open, closed, and restricted for resource use.

Public involvement 1s an essential and required part of the RMP revision process. As part of the
RMP revision, the BLM 1s hosting six public scoping meetings to collect information on the
public’s desired outcomes for the Bighorn Basin planning area. You are encouraged to attend and
provide your commumty-specific mput.

Date and Time

Location

Wednesday, November 5, 2008
3:00 pm. — §:00 p.m.

Holiday Inn, Conference Room
115 East Park Street, Thermopolis, WY 82443

Thursday, November 6, 2008
300 pm. - 800 pm.

Community Center, Conference Room
1200 Culbertson Avenue, Worland, WY §2401

Fnday, November 7, 2008
3:00 pm. = 8:00 p.m.

Big Homn Federal Savings Bank, The Paint Brush Room
33 North 6™ Street, Greybull, WY 82426

Wednesday, November 12, 2008
3:00 pm. - 8:00 p.m.

Big Homn Federal Savings Bank, Commumty Room
1701 Stampede Avenne, Cody, WY 82414

Thursday, November 13, 2008
300 pom. - 8:00 p.m.

America’s Best Value lnn, Conference Room
777 East 2* Street, Powell, WY 82433

Friday, November 14, 2008
3:00 pm. - 8:00 p.m.

Lovell Community Center
1925 US Hwy 310, Lovell, WY 82431

For more informaton on the Bighorn Basin EMP or the revision process, please contact Caleb
Hiner, RMF Project Lead, at (307) 347-5171 or email Caleb_Hiner@blm.gov.

Bighorn Basin RMP Revision
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Postcard Announcing Scoping Meetings

The Bighorn Basin Resource Management Plan

Revisi and Envi

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) issued a Notice of Intent on October 17, 2008 to prepare the Bighorn Basin (BB) Resource
Manag Plan (RMP) Revision and associated Environmental Impact Statement. The BB RMP Revision Project is a combined effort
revising RMPs for both the BLM Cody and BLM Worland Field Offices. Public lands within the field offices are currently managed
according to three RMPs: the Washakie RMP (1988) and Grass Creek RMP {1998) for the Worland Field Office; and the Cody RMP (1920).
The field offices will produce a single RMP/EIS encompassing both field offices that will be called the Bighorn Basin RMP Project. Each
field office will issue its own Record of Decision for its jurisdictional area.

11 Y Y
pact St

An RMP is a land use plan that p af kfor

= Establish goals and objectives that describe the desired future condition for resources and resource uses in the

Bighorn Basin planning area;

= |dentify management actions anticipated to achieve stated goals and objectives;

= Provide a fr rk for level decisions for the next 15to 20 years; and

= Identify lands that are open, closed, and restricted for resource use.

The BLM is holding public scoping meetings to gather public input on the issues related to this project. Please see the opposite side of

this posteard for additional information.

lands over the next 15to 20 years. The RMP will:

You are Invited ...
To attend the upcoming public scoping meetings for the
RMP and EIS, hosted by the Cody and Worland BLM Field Offices.

Public involvement is an essential and required part of the RMP
revision process. As part of the RMP revision, the BLM is hosting
six public scoping meetings to collect information on the public’s
desired outcomes for the Bighorn Basin planning area, You are

encouraged to attend and provide your community-specific input.

#  Wednesday, November 5, 2008, 3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Holiday Inn, Conference Room, 115 East Park St., Thermopolis,
wyY

#  Thursday, November 6, 2008, 3:00 p.m. = 8:00 p.m.
Community Center, Conference Room, 1200 Culbertson Ave.,,
Worland, WY

#  Friday, November 7, 2008, 3:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.
Big Horn Savings Bank, Paint Brush Room, 33 N, 6th St., Greybull,
Wy

#  Wednesday, November 12, 2008, 3:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.
Big Horn Savings Bank, Community Room, 1701 Stampede Ave.,
Cody, WY

#  Thursday, November 13, 2008, 3:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.
America's Best Value Inn, Conference Room, 777 E. 2nd St.,
Powell, WY

#  Friday, November 14, 2008, 3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Lovell Community Center, 1925 US Hwy 310, Lovell, WY

For more information:
Contact the BLM RMP Project Manager, Caleb Hiner at
{307) 347-5171 or caleb_hiner @blm.gov

Warland Field Office
Bighom Basin RMP
ATTN: Caleb Hiner
PO. Box 119
Waorland, WY 82401

TO:

First Class Mail
United S2ates Postage and Fees Paid
U5, Departmert of the Inserior
Permit 0. G- 76

c4
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Flyer Announcing Scoping Meetings

If you are interested in any of the following issues...

Right-of-Ways

Energy and Minerals Management
Recreation/Visitor Use and Safety Management
Land Tenure Adjustment, Realty Leases and Utility Corridor

Climate Change and Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Livestock and Grazing Management

Management of Riparian Areas Water Quality Concerns
Management of Areas with Special Values

Visual Resource Management

Management of Wildlife Habitat

Protection of Sensitive Species Habitat

Travel Management, including Off Highway Vehicle Use

Please join the Bureau of Land Management at one of the following public
meetings to provide your comments on these issues for the Bighorn Basin

Resource Management Plan.

BLM Bighorn Basin Resource Management Plan Revision Public Scoping Meetings

Date and Time

Location

Wednesday, November 5, 2008
3:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

Holiday Inn, Conference Room
115 East Park Street, Thermopolis, WY 82443

Thursday, November 6, 2008
3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Community Center, Conference Room
1200 Culbertson Avenue, Worland, WY 82401

Friday, November 7, 2008
3:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

Big Horn Federal Savings Bank, The Paint Brush Room
33 North 6" Street, Greybull, WY 82426

Wednesday, November 12, 2008
3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Big Horn Federal Savings Bank, Communily Room
1701 Stampede Avenue, Cody, WY 82414

Thursday, November 13, 2008
3:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

America’s Best Value Inn, Conference Room
777 East 2™ Street, Powell, WY 82435

Friday, November 14, 2008
3:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

Lovell Community Center
1925 US Hwy 310, Lovell, Wy 82431

If you are unable to attend but would like to comment, please contact Caleb Hiner by
email at BBRMP_WYMail@blm.gov, by phone at (307) 347-5100, or mail your com-
ment to Bighorn Basin RMP ATTN: Caleb Hiner, PO Box 119, Worland, WY 82401.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Bighorn Basin RMP Revision
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Powell Meeting
Change of Location Flyer
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The Bureau of Land Management Bighorn Basin Resource
Management Plan Revision Thursday, November 13" public scoping
meeting has been moved from:

America’s Best Value Inn Park City Fairgrounds
77 E Second Street General Exhibit Hall
Powell, WY 82435 655 E Fifth Street

3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Powell, WY 82435
3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Head West on Second Street.
Turn North en N Gilbert Street.
Turn West on East Fifth Street.

This meeting is an opportunity for you to comment on the management
direction of public lands in the Bighorn Basin and to provide your
input on the issues. We look forward to seeing you there!

c-6 Bighorn Basin RMP Revision
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Scoping Extension Press Release

November 14, 2008

Contact:
Caleb Hiner
307-347-5171

BLM still accepting
scoping comments on Bighorn Basin RMP

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) announced today that the
public can continue to submit scoping comments on the Bighorm Basin
Resource Management Plan (RMP) even though the formal scoping
period was scheduled to end on Nov. 17, 2008.

Due to the high level of public interest and attendance at the scoping
meetings, the BLM has extended the formal scoping period until
MNovember 24th. Comments should be postmarked no later than Nov.
24, 2008, to be included in the Scoping Report. Comments received
after the formal period will be considered but may not be included in
the report.

"Public involvement is an essential and required part of BLM’s planning
process, and we encourage the public to continue to submit their
scoping comments,” said Bighorn Basin RMP Project Lead Caleb Hiner.

Comments can be mailed to: BLM, PO Box 119, Worland, WY 82401-
0119

Comments can be emailed to: BBRMP_WYMail@blm.gov

For more information on the Bighorn Basin RMP or the revision
process, visit the project website
atwww.blm.gov/wy/st/en/programs/Planning/rmps/bighorn.html or
contact Caleb Hiner at 307-347-5171 or email Caleb_Hiner@blm.gov.

-BLM -

Bighorn Basin RMP Revision
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Meeting Agenda and Planning Issues

Welcome...

Welcome to the Bighorn Basin Resource Management Plan (RIMP)
Revision Project public scoping meeting. The goal of tonight’s
meeting is to inform you about the project and encourage you to
participatein the environmental process by sharing theissuesyou
think should be addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement.

Open House:
3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Stations:

- Welcome/Sign-In
RMP Process & Project Description
Wildlife Issues
Recreatlon Issues
Urban and Communlty Development Issues
Comment Statlon

During the open house, please visit each station to learn about this
project and provide your comments and concerns to the Bureau of
Land Management (BLIM).

Bighorn Basin RMP Revision C-11
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Preliminary Issues Identified for Analy
Energy and Minerals Management
Recreatlon/Visltor Use and Safety Management

Land Tenure Adjustment, Realty Leases and Utllity Corrldor
Right-of-Ways

Climate Change and Greenhouse Gas Emisslons

Livestock and Grazlng Management

Management of Rlparlan Areas Water Quallty Concerns

Management of Areas with Speclal Values

Visual Resource Management

Management of WildlIfe Habltat

Protectlon of Sensltlve Specles Habltat

Travel Management, Including Off Highway Vehlcle Use

What is the National Environmental Policy Act?

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) was passed by Congress in 1969
and signed into law on January 1, 1970.This legislation established a landmark
national environmental policy which, among other things, encourages
environmental protection and informed decision-making, It provides the
means to carry out these goals by:

+ Mandating that every Federal agency prepare a detailed statement of
the effects of ‘major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality
of the human environment.”

Establishing the need for agencies to consider alternatives to those actions.
Requiring the use of an interdizsciplinary process in developing
alternatives and analyzing environmental effects.

Requiring that each agency consult with and ebtain comments of any
Federal agency which has jurisdiction by law or special expertize with
respect to any environmental impact involved.

c-12

Bighorn Basin RMP Revision



Scoping Report — Appendix C

Project Description and How to Comment

What is the Bighorn Basin Resource Management
Plan (RMP) Revision Project?

sureau of Land Management (BLIW) issued a Motice of Intent on October
ta prepare the Bighom Basin (BB) Resource Managerment Plan (RIMP)
Revision and assaciated Envirenmental Impact Statement (EIS). The BB RIMP
Revision Project isa combinedeffart revising RMPs for both the BLIM Cody and
BLM Worland Field Offices. Public lands within the field offices are currently
managed according to three RMPs: the Washakie RMP (1988) and Grass Creek
RIMP (1998) for the Warland Field Office; and the Cody RMP (1990). The field
offices will produce a single RMP and EIS encompassing both field offices that
will be called the Bighorn Basin RMP Revision Project. Each field office will
issue its own Record of Dedision for its jurisdictional area.
An RMP is a land use plan that provides a framework for managing BLM-
administered lands over the next 15 to 20 years.
The RMP wyill:
- Establish goeals and objectives that describe the desired future
condition for resources and resource uses in the Bighorn Basin
planning area;

« ldentify management actions anticipated to achieve stated goals and
abjectives;

+ Provide a framework for subsequent implementation level decisions
for the next 15 to 20years; and

« Identify lands that are open, closed, and restricted for resource use.

The Planning Area Includes:

12Wllderness Study Areas
9 Areas of Critical Environmental Concern
2 Areas of Speclal Deslgnation

7 Speclal Recreation Management Areas

continued —p=

Bighorn Basin RMP Revision Cc-13
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Making Comments...

Your comments and ideas are crudal to the project, so please visit the
Comment Station to provide us with your feedbadk! Also, please feel
free to direct questions to the staff available at each station.

Providing Comments:

To provide comments, please fill out a comment form. Completed
forms may be handed to any staff member, placed in the basket at the
comment station, emailed to BBRMP_WYMail@blm.gov or mailed to
the address below, postmarked by November 17, 2008.

Bureau of Land Management
Blghorn Basin RMP
ATTN: Caleb Hiner
P.O.Box119
101 South 23rd Street
Worland, WY 82401
Phone: (307)347-5100

Y (7

o agree the (nior mation

Keys to Making Effective Comments:

Your involvement and input are essential in helping the BLIM make informed
decisions during the process. Listed below are tips on how to make your
comments useful and effective:

- Be specific. State particular reasons foryour concerns instead of making
broad statements.

« Focus your comments on particular issues or resources and provide detaifs.

important for analysis. g G

Thank you for comir d

C-14 Bighorn Basin RMP Revision
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Resource Handout

SASIT

URGE MANAGEMENT PLAN.REVISTON

What Resources and Resource Uses will be considered
during the Bighorn Basin RMP Revision?

Physical Resources:

- Air Quality

- Geology

- Soil Resources

- Water Resources

- Cave and Karst Resources

Minerals:

- Locatahle

- Leasable Coal

- Leasable Geothermal
- Leasable Oil and Gas
- Leasable Other Solids
- Salable

Fire and Fuels Management:

- Unplanned/Wildland Fire

- Planned/Prescribed Fire

- Stabilization and Rehabilitation

- Biological Resources:

- Forests and Woodlands

- Grasslands and Shrublands

- Riparian and Wetland Resources
- Invasive and Non-native Species
- Fish

- Wildlife

- Special Status Species

- Wild Horses

Heritage and Visual Resources:
- Cultural Resources

- Paleontological Resources
- Visual Resources

Land Resources:

- Lands and Realty

- Renewable Energy

- Rights-of-Way and Corridors

- Trails and Travel Management
- Recreation

- Livestock Grazing

Special Designations:

- Areas of Critical Envircnmental
Concern (ACEC)

- Scenic or Backcountry Byways

- National Historic Trails

- Wild and Scenic Rivers

- Wilderness Characteristics

- Wilderness Study Areas

Social and Economic:

- Social and Economic Conditions
- Health and Safety

- Environmental Justice

- Tribal Treaty Rights

Please provide your comments regarding the above resources
or other issues related to BLM-administered lands.

Bighorn Basin RMP Revision
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MEETING DISPLAYS

Bighorn Basin RMP Revision c-17



Scoping Report — Appendix C

[ ; / \‘x =) :‘

NAGEMENT PLAN.REVISION

What is the Process?

The BLM wiill consider the following throughout the Resource
Management Plan (RMP) revision:

% Observe multiple use and sustained ERE KNP anc EI5 Tintelina

y e I d' Notice of Intent Published
in the Federal Register

# Use a systematic interdisciplinary _ :
Preparation of the Analysis
approach; of the Management Situation

# Consider areas requiring special L ornaenet.
management;

4 Consider present and potential uses
of public land;

® Consider and solicit public input
throughout the process; and

% Coordinate with applicable tribal,
federal, state, and local agencies.

Shading indicates
steps completed

Acronyms:
EIS- Environmental Impact Statement
NOA- Notice of Availability

RMP- Resource Management Plan ’

—

Bighorn Basin RMP Revision Cc-19
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ELIORNE

RESOURGE MANAGE:

What is the Bighorn Basin (RMP) Revision Projeet?

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) issued a Notice of Intent on October
17, 2008 to prepare the Bighorn Basin (BB) Resource Management Plan (RMP)
Revision and associated Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The BB RMP
Revision Project is a combined effort revising RMPs for both the BLM Cody and
BLM Worland Field Offices. Public lands within the field offices are currently
managed according to three RMPs: the Washakie RMP (1988) and Grass Creek
RMP (1998) for the Worland Field Office; and the Cody RMP (1990). The field
offices will produce a single RMP and EIS encompassing both field offices that
will be called the Bighorn Basin RMP Revision Project. Each field office will
issue its own Record of Decision for its jurisdictional area.

An RMP is a land use plan that provides a framework for managing BLM-
administered lands over the next 15 to 20 years.
The RMP will:

+ Establish goals and objectives that describe the desired future condition
for resources and resource uses in the Bighorn Basin planning area;

+ |dentify management actions anticipated to achieve stated goals and
objectives;

* Provide a framework for subsequent implementation level decisions for
the next 15 to 20 years; and

¢ |dentify lands that are open, closed, and restricted for resource use.

C-20 Bighorn Basin RMP Revision
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Where

Tighorn Basin
Planning Ares

The Bighorn Basin planning area includes 3.2 million acres of
BLM-administered surface land and 4.2 million acres of BLM-
administered mineral estate in all of Big Horn, Park, and Washakie
counties, and most of Hot Springs County in north-central Wyoming.

COUNTY SURFACE LAND

Big Horn 1,160,595

Park 625,137

Washakie 918,866

Hot Springs 484,653

Bighorn Basin RMP Revision Cc-21
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Minerals and Development

I0ther Environmental Issues?

to submit written comments about urban development,

1ent, safety, or other issues in the planning area.

C-22 Bighorn Basin RMP Revision
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GEMANAGEMENT PLAN. REVISION

The Bighorn Basin currently has:

e Approximately 132 persons employed at the six operating
bentonite mines

e Approximately 360 persons employed at the six different
milling processing facilities

e Levels of bentonite mining is expected to continue at its
current level or increase in the future

Currently, there are no coal, geothermal, or other solid leasable
mineral operations in the Bighorn Basin.

The estimated annual production of saleable minerals for the Bighorn
Basin planning area is approximately 220,000 cubic yards per year.

Bighorn Basin RMP Revision Cc-23
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What are the oil and gas trends in the Bighorn Basin?

NUMBER OF

LEASES

ACRES UNDER
LEASE

Big Horn

180

158,565

Hot Springs

304

230,473

Park

156

106,944

Washakie

477

465,281

=

,b .
it
]
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Wildlife

What speeial siabus plang gpeeles gueue ta b

Several special status plant species oceur i
area. Six BLM sensitive p[ant spec:les are kn

Bighorn Basin RMP Revision C-25
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Protecting crucial habitat is essential to maintaining

sustainable populations. Crucial habitat for several
species occurs in the planning area and include:

C-26 Bighorn Basin RMP Revision
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¢ The Fifteen Mile Wild Horse Herd Management Area (HMA) is located
approximately 35 miles north-west of Worland, within portions of
Washakie, Big Horn, and Park counties.

¢ The McCullough Peaks Wild Horse HMA includes approximately
110,000 acres of sage covered prairie. Some of the most pristine
Wyoming Badlands are found within this HMA.

Pryor Mountain Wild Horse
the planning area and is ad

to submitwritten comments about wildlife,

pecies or other issues in the planning area.

Bighorn Basin RMP Revision
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Recreation

Cc-28 Bighorn Basin RMP Revision
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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN.REVISTON

Heetreation or. Visual Issues?

NEncourages you to submit your comments about

FECreationor.otherissues in the planning area.

Bighorn Basin RMP Revision Cc-29
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What are the recreation issues in the Bighorn Basin?

e Access to public lands

* Maintaining minimal constraints

* Unauthorized dumping

e Unauthorized off-road motorized use

e Safety and information on public lands

e Conflicts with traditional land uses

e Cave management

¢ Travel management

e Urban growth and sprawl

* Use allocations along the Bighorn River

lits allowed in hunt Areas N

y
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