
BLM

BLM’s Bighorn Basin RMP

What is an RMP?

Types of Decisions to be made…

How to be involved!
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Bighorn Basin Resource Management Plan 
Revision Project
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Bighorn Basin Resource Management Plan 
Revision Project

Cooperating Agencies:

• Have jurisdiction by law or special 
expertise

• Are able to reach members of the 
public

• Each agency retains  it’s own 
decision-making authority

Source: Mountainroads.com 





What is balance??

Balance

Multiple 
use

Social 
Values are 
Evolving

Resource 
conflicts are 
increasing

Generations 
present and 

future
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How will we apply public comment?

• Scoping
– How were issues considered?

• Public Comments on Draft RMP/EIS
– What is an example of a comment that will make a 

difference?

• Land Use Decisions

• Implementation Decisions
– Implementation Priorities and Partnerships



Current Management
Surface Ownership



Current Management
Mineral Ownership



Current Management



Current Management
Existing Oil and Gas Leases



Current Management
Producing Oil and Gas Fields



Current Management
Oil and Gas Constraints



Current Management
Oil and Gas Potential- Conventional



Current Management
Renewable Energy Potentials



Current Management
Right-of-Way and Corridors



Current Management
Travel Management



Current Management
Back Country Byways



Current Management
Historic and Other Trails



Current Management
Recreation



Current Management
Grazing Allotments



Current Management
Wild Horse Management 



Current Management
ACECs



Current Management
Sage Grouse



Current Management
Vegetation



Current Management
Lands Identified for Disposal



Current Management
Visual Resources



Current Management
Potential Fossil Yield 



Potential Wild and Scenic Rivers



Scoping
“Special Places”

    
      

  
 

Table 1. Recommendations for Special Designations and Areas of Concern Identified in Public Scoping Comments 

Document 
Number 

Public Scoping Comment 
New Area(s) 
Identified for 

Protection 

Resource Provided to Justify 
Special Protection 

ABSAROKA, BEARTOOTH, AND BIGHORN MOUNTAINS 

1049 

With that bottom line, it is imperative that—(1) the crucial wildlife habitat along the fronts of the Absaroka, 
Beartooth and Big Horn be placed off limits to commercial development (essentially everything west of Hwy 
120 is crucial wildlife habitat and vital to maintaining genetically viable, self-sustaining Yellowstone grizzly 
bear and gray wolf populations—two top-level carnivores that require large contiguous diverse landscapes in 
order to be self-sustaining). 

Absaroka 
Mountains; 
Beartooth 
Mountains; Big 
Horn 
Mountains 

Wildlife (grizzly bear and gray 
wolf) 

1051 
The crucial wildlife ranges on the fronts of the Bighorn, Absaroka, and Beartooth Mountains are too special to 
develop. 

Absaroka 
Mountains; 
Beartooth 
Mountains; Big 
Horn 
Mountains 

Wildlife 

1262 

The Beartooth Front frames the eastern approach to Yellowstone National Park northeast of Cody. A vast wall 
of mountains sweeps up from the sagebrush covered plains. It is a haven for wildlife and provides outstanding 
opportunities for hunting and other recreation. The area includes National Forest lands, BLM lands, alld 
private property and is important for wintering deer, pronghorn, elk, and bighorn sheep. It used by grizzly 
bears and gray wolves. There have been increasing efforts to explore for and drill for oil and gas along the 
Beartooth Front. In 2006, a blowout from a well is believed to have created significant groundwater pollution. 
There is currently a proposal to drill a well on Shoshone National Forest lands in this area. The Beartooth 
Front deserves permanent protectioll to preserve its scenic and wildlife values as well as the quality of life of 
the citizens who live there. 
 
The Beartooth Front is presented in Exhibits 1 and 2. Exhibit 1 makes it clear that while quite a bit of this area 
has already been leased for oil and gas development, much of it has not been leased. Thus, protection of this 
area from futllre oil and gas leasing could make a difference in protecting this area. Exhibit 2 highlights many 
of the special values that endow this area. These values include: 
• Large areas of crucial winter ranges for elk and mule deer. 
• The Clark's Fork Wild and Scenic River. 
• The Nez Perce Historical Trail. 
• Large areas of elk parturition habitat. 
• Numerous sage-grouse leks. 
• Identified big game migration routes. 

Beartooth 
Front 

Wildlife (crucial wintering 
range and other habitat, 
predators, sage grouse), WSR, 
Cultural (Historic Trail), T&E 
Species 



Citizen’s Proposals



Wilderness Characteristics 
Inventory



Bighorn Basin Resource Management 
Plan Website



Bighorn Basin RMP Website
Document Library

http://www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/programs/Planning/rmps/bighorn/docs.html



What happens now?

• Cooperating Agencies and BLM will host public 
field trips or workshops during the next year –
– What is the RMP?  What are the laws and policies 

and regulations BLM works under?

– What are the issues of concern? (field trips)

– How do we make comments to influence the 
RMP?

– How can the public be involved in implementing 
the RMP?



What is Implementation Planning?

• Ties RMP decisions to annual budget requests.

• Engages partners in priority determinations –
what should we do first? (with available 
funding.)

• Assists in periodic reporting of RMP 
implementation progress.

• Provides feedback to partners and the public.

• Annual meetings are anticipated.



Questions?
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