dhanglers@aal.com Ta: pimedabe whyrmed @ birm goy

4 DRSNS 0218 P o
Sulect: Snake Mivar AP

To whom it may cancam;

| &m a commeancial lishing oullifler cn the Snake Rwver in Jackson Hola, | am wribing with 2 concen | have
with your praifered sliemative for the Snake River RMP. It would seem that some ol your action
akermalives hand over conlrod of recreation activities o another govannemant agarcy {Tha Nabonal Faresi
Service or Malonal Park Sevice). |am one of a small number of outlitters who operate on BLM kang and
do not have Forest Senvice or Park Service Permits, |1 is my concem that il control i5 handaed over to one
of theze oihar agencies, thay will allow their current permitees to operate ar BLM lands without offaring
new parmits o companies thal don’l hold Forest or Park Permils, Handing over controd 10 these other
agencies could put many small cutfitters owl of work.

P undersland that the BLM does nol want 19 continue t manage the Wilsan o Savthpark strated) of fhe
Snake River, but | would ask that the AMP looks after those of us who make our Bvirg on it IF control 5
handed over o analber agency, pleasa make e Ssug & aew sal ol parmits 1o outliltess thal curmently
usg the BLM access points exclusivaly.

Thank you for your attentian 1o this matter and please don't nesitate to call or wrte me with any guashions
ar CONCEMmS,

Enjoy.

David Ellarstain
Jackson Hole Anglers
PO Box 3005
Jackson, WY 83002
H7-00-5T17



‘teloniroel” To: "BLM Sneke A. BMF leam lsadss BLM® <pinedale_wyrmail € bim govs
=teloniroul @ oncwest o
nat= Subiect: BLM bulbei- SFmE aecess, Feb 26,03 doc

26403 0758 AM

Teton Troutfitters
FLbbnGIn Wik, Wy, 83014

ofhice:307 733-5362 Fax 307 733-8380

o @tetontroutfiters.corn

February 26, 2003

Dear Snake RiverAMPleam leader,

This letter is in reference o the BLM plan lo develop a boat ramp at the
SouthParkSnake Riveraccess, in TetonCounty.

Pleasa allow the Forest Service to manage this proposed boat ramp in Teton

County. Growingriver use and quality of river experience need the direction that the
Forest Sarvice has already allowed for in their managememnt plan for the Snake River in
Teton Ca., Wy

[ am uralde to altend your meeling on March 26,2003at the Telon Co.
Commisionersmeeling room. | will aftend these meeiings whenever possible, and would
appreciate be kept up o dale on this proposal.

Please enter my e-mail address on your contact list and fee! free to update me al any



firme.

Thank you, Scolf Hocking, owner Teton Trouthlters guide service.

Sinceraly,

Signature

D = hvpadigr him



Beatrice van Roijen Too penasdaie_wymail & bim gow
< bvanridearthiink. net- ey

0314103 07:12 AM Subjoci: Srake Rives BLM

voAapplaud your plan to par your bip —awd a_ocg the Saake inbo Zand
arefnezvalian,. Lee's nos Los 1k go 00 privahe develanerd Wiy REVO aieess Oo
those 1o Lhe kaow. .. chanks, sincerely Hea van Heljen post office pox 3327,
Wilsnon, Wy, BI0LL phone 307 733 (4240
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.5, Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Pinedale Field Office
Pinadale, Wyoming

Open House for Snake River Resource Management Plan
Draft Environmental Impact Statement

3/26/2003

LEAVE COMMENTS AT REGISTRATION TABLE OR MAIL THEM TO: Bureau of Land
Managenent; Kellic Roadilor, Project Manager; Pinedale Field Office; P.0O. Box 764,
Pinedale, Wyoming 82341.

Please Read Carefully
Comments, including names and street addresses of respondents will be available for public review at the,
VWyoming during regular business hours {7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) Monday through Friday, excepl holldays.
Individual respondents muy requesi mnlldlntimlitr J_l_;rm.l th l.'ﬂ_\qi_‘[l:l]:l_qld_]rqur_g_ama or EI‘.‘HI‘E‘B& from publile

hegmnl_l] g;_muj_mmmgug Ew:h requests will a] hnnnral:l 1n1hre exrent alluw by lawe. All wmissiuns
from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying themsealves as representatives or alficials
of organizalions or businesses, will be made available Tor public inspection in their enlirety,

Name/Organization: & £ns (CATLAr7TL
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Steve Poole To: pimedabe_wymail @oim goy

caceposlef earhlink.n e
el Subject: BLM land along Snake Feover
QA2 1104 AN

Thank wou for the oppoartuonilty to eocmment on the BLM land that {s faund
in Teton County alang the Snako Fiver. Please enter this commant into
your public record for this preject. T am a long time resldsnt aof Teton
county wha has enjayed tho Snakes Hiver recreational opportunities sinee
the early 1580's. I would like o ask that you prosorve the land for
public use. The River frontage is under great pressure in Teton counbty
Erom development and ilncreased uyse. I would like to ses the parcels
wead f£og primitive overnight camging, allowing users te travel the
length of the riwver fresm Jackson lake chrough the snake river canyon to
Alpine, Plomse consider trading those parcels to Ehe Maticnal Forest
Service and ask them to utilize the parcels for public recreation.
Thanks again,

Steve Poole

PO Box 237

Wilscn, WY 83014



clewisam @msu.adu> To: pinodale_wyrn 6 blm.gow

OX31/03 09:40 AM o
Subjsct: 1073 acres of Public Land

sSnake Rivor RPM Tean Leader,
Hello my nama is Emilie Lewig and I am citizen of Teton County.

1 have a keon intercst and appreciation for the Snake Biver aleong with
the majority of Teton County. T was saddened to hear that you had a low
turn cut for you mesting about the public access land. I am curreently
living in Quito Eocuador or clse I would have been thers.

I would like teo write you about my cencerns and suggestione for the

lLland. With the controveresgy suresunding the Canyom Club amd tho
already overbundant develeping in Teton County I urge you not te letc the
land go ko private interests and developmont. We all live in Jackson and
purrounding areas tor ics natrual beauty and opportunites it provides.
Please support a plan that cansists of public acoess 5o the population
of tha greater Teton aresa can enjoy our river. Pleasce do net this valuable
agaet fall to the hande a few private lnvestors.

Thank you for your tcilme,
Emilie



“George Handley* Ta: =pinedale_wymal & hbim.goy =
<gaohendleydonawes e
Lnets Bubjact snake river public use

02731003 12:%1 PM

Flello, T strongly suppont the ohvaousty Gaie and justified public access 10 blm contrelled lands along the snake river.
the politically controbed judiciary has denied public secess withowt allowing reasonable due process. 1 belicve the
osboarne decisson denied the use of tederal lands. Wyoming croayvism as its best piasd hack oo you i your
rndevour,

i have o modeon ou will Tasd Just s, cather than jusiice. all the besi,

Cieorge emdley, Wilson



Richard Greenwood To: pinedale_wymail @ blm.gow
<Rich@ GreenwoodMa oo
PG Subject: Snako River managarmanl plan commanis

Q40103 10048 AM

Dear Reader,

| am writing to exprass my support lor management of the Snake Hiver BLM lands for
public access. Although the private lands within Jackson Hole are surrounded by vast
areas of public lands, access is nol as easy as il might seem. All too frequently access
io public lands, or the Snake River recreational easement, is blocked by private
ownership. In many cases a strip of private land only a few hundred yards in width
prefudes convenienl access public lands, forcing people get in their car and drive o
recreation.

One example that comas to mind are the BLM lands in Sections 24 and 25, T40N,
R117W (see link below for a map). The BLM lands "connect™ Fall Creek County Road
to the Snake River, but because of fencing and “No Trespassing” signs, the public has
no idea whare the BLM land is.

| would imagine that the BLM is under pressure Irom adjoining lands ownars to NOT
manage these lands for public access, and to dispose of these into private ownership,
Don't doit! The public has a right to use these lands and the BLM has the responsibility
to protect the righls of the general public over the self interest of a few individuals,

The March 21, 2003 issue of the Jackson Hole daily ran a story that suggested soma
frustration on the part of the BLM at a lack of atiendance al a recen!l meeling. | would
point oul that we all have busy lives - you, ma, most everybody - we all have trouble
linding time to do everything we would like to do. So please do not interpret a lowar
than hoped for attendance as a lack of support. It is your job to manage these lands,
the rest of us have 1o take time away from our jobs, or personal lives, to attend
meetings.

Sincerely,
Richard Greenwood

Link to map of BLM land between Snake River and Fall Creek Road:

hilp:/iwww2 tetonwyo.org/mapserver/mapsen.exe?MAP LEGEND STATUS=AMAP R
EFERENCE STATUS=ON&imgext-2421178.017712+1380675.997272+24356368.8672

36+1391554.218350& map=tct:2Fic. map&mapexi=shapes&mode-browse&zoomsize=




2&template=te.htmi&layers=Hoads+PLS+ownership+Waler+state led&zoomdir=08&img
wy=284+ 1458 imgbox=264+145+264+1458&map_size=845+485

Richard W. Greenwood, PLS
Greenwond Mapping,. Inc.
Rich @ GreenwoodMap.com
(307) 733-0203

http:ffwaww CrrecnwondMap.com
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"Hall, Matthaw" To: “pinadale_wymall @ blm.gov'" cpinedale_wymiail & bim.govs
<mwrhall 8 pardee,com oo
> Subject; Snake Fivar AMP

DR 0119 P

To Whom Tt May Concern:

I write To urge the Bureau of Land Mamagoment to retain ownership
oE
the 22 parcels alemy the Srake River in Jackson Hole, totaling more thas
1,000 acres, which it iz considering conveying te other agencies, and oo
manage them in & way thar provides maximum protection for Lheir natural and
wildlife walues. 1f the BLM does choose to Eranster any of theoso tracts to
other agencies, I urge Chat Chey be designated asg "Arede of Critieal
Envitonmantal Concern®' and managed primarily ce protec:t patural and wildlife
values . These riparian aread are imporkant wildlife habitat and migratien
routes, and they provide BLM wlth an opportunicy o councerbalance to some
small degree the dsmage to chose values occurring on ocher BLM properties,
such as along the Gresen River, where wildlife interescs are being sacrificed
to allow the developmenr of natural gas roserves. That trade off may be
justificod there but great harm is being done nonstheless, and this current
sitwation provides some opportunity for BLM to redress the balance. Thers
ard other areas im Jackson Hole where recreattonal wvalues can and should be
a major land use component, but the BLM should use its unique position to
protect wildlife wvalues in these immensely important arsas.

Thank you for your comglderation.

Sincercaly,

Matthaw W. Hall
65 Huckleberry Drive
Jackson, WY B3I00L
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“Gillespie, Garth" To: “pinadale _wymail @blm.goy™ wpinedalo_wyrnal @ Emgors
( F| <Garth.Gillespie Esolth B
| ebys.coms Subject: Snake River Lands

040303 12,56 PM

To: The Snake River HMP Tearmn Leader

| am writing you 1o et you know thal | am in agreament with ther pobicy being put forth 1o keep BLM lands
throughaut the Teton County valley open 1o the pubilic. | nave read Iwo articles i recenl papers thal ihare
has nat oean much pubiic input an the issus and that has wisrriad soma officials. This interests me ihat
sama officials are concernad that public support is not making nedr voice heard, | would like to fum this
around and say that maybe most of us are in agreemeant with the policy set farth and we are happy with
the decision. Why in these times ihal every Bsue s debated 1o death do we ahways hava 1o creale
comments? The argument | hear that when there is a ol ot comments is that there tend 1o b lorm letters
and those are discounted. For once | believe the genaral public is supporting the [ssue and we shauld not
‘ook for reasons why pecple are not commenting. If the BLM had decided to develop all these lands |
hellave we would see lawsuits, debates, nearing ecl. Lel's save Some monay and move forward with 1he

par.

As for the plan—-1 am in full agreament with the plans sel forh. | believe we could gat a liltle mofo creative
as the plans move forward, For example-a BLMforest sarnce campground at the South Snake rivor
tridge propery would be welcomed by our summar visilors. Mere is a property right on the Snake River,
amiple land for campers, and closa 10 Jackson As for property land focked on the snake we shouid post
these areas and encourage day use for floaters. Maybe the lorest service codld sal up overnight camping
an the Snake-a much needed resource. 1 also believa that these properties showtd stay open for gravel
4. mining as we are going to continue 1o need gravel in the valley and the digging thal lakes place seems Lo
srcourage island growth in the Snake River.

Wilh that said, | agree with the plan outlined by the BLM.
Ragards,

Garth and Christy GillespHa
P.0. Box 11600

Jacksan, WY B3002
A07-734-3838
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“mike craig" To: pinedale_wymeallebim,gay
<Eillighl73&holmail.co o

e Subject; Snake Fivor b
0303 03223 P

A a lifelong Wyoming rosident and a seventeen year residenc of Teton
County L vehemently oppose any more land giveaways to the wealchy clite.

For way too long I have scen our langd mangement bureaucrals make sweatheark
deals with wealthy land owners and developera at the cost of public trust,

Soee: of the BLM acreage in questlon lies alang the Wilson leves,whlch
wag fenced off and the little acgess roads into the trees were crenched
giving giving public land the appearance of privace land, Then without any
public input Lhe gabe thab was ance two and a half to three miles down the
leves roacd was moved up Eo the Wilsom brldge undoubably at the bohest of a
few wealthy landowners. The Wilson leves is an objectc lesson how the public
i either denied of hindered access to thelr own lands by a8 few bureaucrats
to favor a handful ellte,. By denyliog motorized traffic along the levee che
powers that be alse denied access to the eldarly and ather physically
impaired to scme decent flahimg. This same |eveo is maincained at ne small
cost by taxpayer meney, ‘The public muat rise up agalnst any more dubious
deals made with ctheir lands.

What then should bo donc with the land in guestlion? IC should ba kapt
public that's [or sure., Why not giwve it co Fish and Sams who could manage
it in partpnership with Ducks Unlimited, Trout Unlimited, Hocky Mountain Elk
Feleration and like groups. These river bottom parcels are way Too precious
to be turned inte yeb more snohbish gatad communitclies with their goddamned
goll eourgsei, Tho Tetons might be the backbone of chis walley but the Snake
Riwver is it's lifer's blood. very sincerely yourse Mike Craig.Jackson

Wy



Jrernlince Tor “pinadaie wyrnadl @ bimogoy™ cpintdulu_wjmallﬁhh'r;.gm
<jtwallsced iLnewyorkl e

iTe_comoe Subject: Snake River AMP Team Leader

D305 03:53 P

Thank you for allowing continued imput and mosl importantly, having the
viglon to ses that public lands in Teton County are wery limited and continue
to decreaase at an alarming rate. Thank you for caring.

Ag A 2hyear plus realdent of Teton County and past plver guide on the Snake, o
truly understand how important it 15 to malntain these riparian lamds in
publlie trust. Such landg are few and cricicsel to wildlife. The geperal
recraationists needs these lands teday and more so tomorvow. The dovelopment,
poor land use amd nazi scyle charvacter of some ot propgerty owners on the Snake
River have greatly strefsed wildlife and recreationists. WwWithout these land=
in publie erust, the Snake River, from Che Moose Bridge o the Souch Park
Bridge could become a large irrigacion ditch barren of wildilifc and native
plantz. BAs ocutrageous os thie may sound, you know this could become realiby,

Altheugh my volec ig heard bthrough thls eearrespondence, many inlecested and
affected persons remaln silenk. Howewer, I can offer witness that Lhe large
majority of citizens of Teton Counky, and T soespect, the vase majority of tho
State of Wyoming and the United States do strongly support maintaining thoae
lands in public crust.

Thank yvou foar keeping Americsd greab and beautiful. Your children and
grandchildren will b proud of you for doing the right things.

IE I can help, in anyway, please let me know. Beat wishesg, Jim Wallace



|4

“Denny Emary” To: =pivedaca_wymail @ blim.govs
«dennyemary & sarhli oo
nk.raets Subject Snake Fwer AMP

D4ADETI 01:03 PM

Grepcing=s from Wil=an, Wyaming.

I want o record my strong =upport for the BLM lands along the Snake Rivaer
in Teton County, Wyoming to be managed [or public access and maintained in
public cwnership. lnder po circumstances should theae lands bs gold ar
trangferred into private ownership.

AB thias region continues to grow in population and attract an innumorahle
number of wvisitors every year, recreaticnal pressures increase and the need
for public access to a resource like TChe Snake River is invaluashle and
irreplaceable.

Thank you [or your time and your effocts.

Denomy Emory
D, . Box 1890

Wilsonm. Wyo. B30l4
387 J T33-3601

DennyvEmoryEEarthlink . nat
Thank Yo,



“Sarah " T pinedale_wymail @bim.gov

=medieval _3& hotmail. oc;
Coim Subjegt snaks river
041103 Ga:09 AR

[ doa’t know if I'm too late 10 send this, but it can’t hurt. | grew up in Pinedale and spent every
weekend possible on cither the Green River or the Snake honing my new kayaking skills and
marveling at the landscape. The sections of land that are in guestion should undoubtedly be used
for public access, Fishing, boaling (ralling, kayaking, canoeing), general hiking and lounging are
Just a few of the recreational activitics that drive the Jackson Hole community. If the land is
developed for more houses or used w unknowingly drill for oil, it will eventually die and become
brown and bamren. The lure of the land will drastically decrease and people won't come from
hundreds to thousands of miles away to look at what we have. The economy will die. But more
importantly, the mental escape the land offers will disappear, People won't be abie 1o Moat the
river with easy access 1o the put in and ke out when all they want o do is! relax for a day,
Another consideration 15 the habitat the section of the river offers animals. Often 1 paddled past a
bald eaple flying overbead or perched on a rock feasting on a teout. Tlerons sit on the banks and
deer ond moose patral the shores, Please put the land to good use and apply it to public access.

marah Maclean
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Apnl 11, 2003

kellwe Roadifer
Snake River EMP Team Leader
115, Burean of Land Management

Pinedale Field Ofhce .

P.O. Box 768

Pinedale, WY E2941

Deear Ms. Roadifer: I

Thank you for providing us the opportunity to comment on the DEIS for the Snake River
Resource Management Plan. The following comments represent the views of the Greater
Yellowstone Coalition. GYC is a non-profit conservalion organization of over 12,000 members
dedicated to protecting the lands, waters, and wildlife of the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem.
Based in Bozeman, Montana, we also have offices in Jackson, Wyoming, and Idaho Falls, Idabw,

hverview

Let me begin by saying that we appreciate the BLM's overall objective of protecting the 1,073
acres of surface lands along the Snake River and the 15,123 acres of federal mineral estale from
activities that would compromise the area's national-caliber fish, wildlife, recreational, and
visual resources, Clearly, preserving the existing naturzl values of the BLM lands along the
Snake and Gros Ventre rivers far outweighs the shor-term economic benefits that would be
derived from mining, oil and gas devélﬂpmem, grazing, OHV wse, and other potentially
damaging activities. It is for this reason that we suppont Alternative C — BLM Management for
Freservation — with a few suggested changes, Please refer to the auached tables for details.

!

Land Ownership

The BLM states in the DEIS that the reason it wants to dispose of these riverlront lands s
becanse they are located [ar from the Pinedale District Office, they are scattered and irregularly
shaped, and because adjacent landowners along the Snake River have expressed an interest in
acquiring them, While all of these things may be true, there are other ways to address these
challenges without disposing of these lands. For instance, if management oversight is ditficult
because of the distance from Pinedale, the BLM could easily transfer some of its Pinedale staff
to Jackson, where they could share space with another federal agency that already has an office
there, It is our understanding that even if the BLM chooses to develop a Recreational Arca
Management Plan, it would need only two or three stall in Jackson,

Idaho Dfice: 162 Warlh Woodiull Avenids, Iduba Fals, Kano 03401 = phione: {2068 5232-782T7 = fan: (28] 5321048
Wyoming Ofice: 320 Eust Snow Kirg, PO Box 4857, Jackson, Wynming 83001 « phone: (307} 734-6004 = lax: (307 734-6019

IS’
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Likewise, if it is problematic that the BLM parcels along the Snake River are scattered and
irregularly shaped, the BLM could seek to consolidate them by designating a Special Project
Arca, thus allowing Land and Water Conscrvation Act funds to be tapped, When confronted with
similar challenges along the South Fork of the Snake River in the mid- 1980s, the BL.M's Idaha
Falls field office chose to aggressively consolidate its scattered riverfront lands rather than
dispose of them. Since 1991, the Idaho Falls lield office has scquired fee title to 24 properties
and conservation easements on 23 other properties at a cost of nearly $22 million. In so doing,
they have assembled o aver cormdor that 15 second to none for its abundant wildlife, thriving
coldwater fisheries, and diverse, high-guality recreational opportunities. The reason they were
able to accomplish this impressive feat this was because they looked at their scattered properties
as a polential asset worth cultivating rather than a liability that needed 1o be unloaded.

As for the option of selling BLM lands to adjacent landowners, we strongly opposc this
alterative for multiple ressons. First, it makes little sense to sell public lands to private interests
when demand for public recreation along the Snake River already exceeds supply. As the DEIS
states on page 67, “No other lands along the Snake River in Teton County provide the type of
river access, close to town and residences, available on public lands in the planning area.”
Second, as evidenced by the Canyon Club fiasco in the Snake River Canyon below Hoback
Junction, there exists the very real possibility that if the BLM sold its riverfront lands to private
interests, they would be developed in a manner that damages irreplaceable ecological,
recreational, and visual resources. Ind&ed, had the Forest Service acquired the Edgecomb
property when it was up for sale o lew years ago, the Canyon Club development never would
have happened, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service never would have had to issue an
incidental take permit allowing the killing of 18 federally-threatened bald eagles:

Finally, while it may be tempting to hand these parcels over to a non-governmental organization
such as a land trust, we discourage this for two reasons, First, it is highly unlikely that a land
trust would have the resources (i.e. staff and money) to manage these lands for recreational use,
as this is not a primary objective of most land trusts. And second, because niverfront property
around Jackson is so expensive, it would be nearly impossible for a land trust to acquire adjacent
lands in order to establish @ more contiguous public comidor. Having said that, if the BLM opts
1o transfer some of its parcels w non-governmental organizations or private interests, we believe
that any qualifying lands must first have a conservation easement placed upon them.

Mining, Oil & Gas Development, and Salable Minerals

While we agree with the majority of the management actions described in the preferred
alternative, we believe there is more the BLM can do 1o ensure that its lands continue to support
healthy fish and wildlife populations and provide world-class recreational opportunities. To
begin with, we believe the BLM should close all of the surface lands and federal mineral estate
in the planning area o mining, oil and gas development, and sand and gravel extruction. In
particular, we feel very strongly that sand and gravel extraction should not be allowed in the
active river channel, as would be permitied under the preferced alternative. Such activity would
alter the Snake River's form and function, thus adversely impacting riparian vegetation and fish

IS
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and wildlife. If sand and gravel extraction is absolutely necessary to protect public infrastructure
(e.g. bridges and levees), the RMP could make that exception.

Fivestock Crazing

We also believe the preferred alternative does nod go far enowegh o ensore that excessive
livestock grazing does not degrade soils, vegetation, and other enitical components of healthy

"? fish and wildlife habitat. Rather than allowing existing livestock grazing to continue at current
levels, we recommend that grazing be reduced or eliminated on allotments where overgrazing
has been documented to be a chronic problem. According to the DEIS. two out of the four
current grazing allotments in the planning area — the Walton allotment and one of the Porter
Estate allotments — have lailed standard #4 of the BLM's Standards of Healthy Rangelands and
Guidelines for Livestock Grazing Management due 1o heavy grazing use and damage 1o the
native shrub community. At the very least, the BLM needs to develop grazing management plans

8 for all of its existing grazing allotments. We concur with the recommendations in the preferred
alternative that all parcels currently not leased for grazing should be closed to future
applicatidns, and existing grazing leases should be retired if and when the lessee’s adjacent
property is converted to uses other than grazing.

Off-Highway Vehicle Use

9 We concur with the preferred alternative’s management objectives for OHV use - that it should
be restricted to existing designated rouds and trails — except where there are significant conflicts
with non-motonzed recrealion. We share the BLM s concern that unauthonzed troils are a
growing problem. We therefore recommend that problem areas be clearly identified and targeted
for vegetalive restoration. We also concur with the management objective in the preferred
alternative that would prehibit over-the-snow vehicles in the planning arca.

Fish and Wildlife

We concur with most of the management objectives in the preferred alternative pertaining to the
I 0 protection of fish and wildlife. However, in order o optimize conditions for fish and wildlife, we
believe that all surface lands and federal mineral estate in the planning area should be withdrawn
from mining, oil and gas development, and exiraction of salable minerals, We furthermore
I | 12 believe that grazing impacts need to be reduced, OHV use should be limited to existing roady
3 and trails, and noxious weed control should exclude chemical treatment, especially along the
! Snake River, adjacent wetlands, and tnbulary streams. We also believe that the development of a
I 4 Recreation Area Management Plan could reduce or eliminate recreational getivities that harm

sensitive resources (i.e, nesting bald eagles).
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Page 4 of 4
Recreation

As a rule, we strongly support the public’s right to recreate along the Snake River, so long as it
does not degrade the riparian corridor and the fish and wildlife that resids there. Apparently,
however, recreational use along the Snake River between Moose and Wilson is already quite
high and is likely to increase over time. It is for this reason that we urge the BLM to work with
the: loeal river recreation community to develop a Recreation Area Management Plan (RAMP).
This plan eould address such issues as overcrowding, day-use (e.g. picnicking), human waste
disposal, and overnight camping.

Summary

* In conclusion, we support the BLM's general direction in the draft Snake River RMP - which is

to place a high priority on preserving fish and wildlife, low-impact recreation, and visual
resources, and o prohibil activilies such as'mining, oil and gas development, and expanded
grazing and OHV use that threaten o degrui: those resources. However, we feel very strongly

 that these surface lands and accompanying federal nuneral estate should stay in BLM ownership

and not be trensferred 1 a non-governmental organization'or another federal agency. As stated
carlier, transferring these lands  another federal agency does not resolve the issue of how to
effectively manage scattered parcels of public land, and selling them o a local land trust, while
certainly not the worst oplion, does not address the need to manage recreational use so it does not
damage ecological and visual resources, It is for-this reason that we endorse Aliernative C -
BLM Management for Preservation, with the few changes we suggested. Again, we appreciate
the opportunity to comment on this important planning process. Please do not hesitate w call me
at (406) 556-2823 if you have any questions regarding our comments.

Sincerely,

Serel Jone

Scott Bosse
Iivers Conservation Coordinator
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“Jan Momehilovich® To: pinedale_wymas @ blm oo
<|amwyoming & hotmai o
l.com= Sugsct 1073 Acres ol Land Along Snake Piver

4715453 08:13 AM
Please reapond to jams

Please do not sell the 1073 acres of land along the Snake River [or private access. Plcase use the
public sccess option for this screage. We need to protect the Snake River and keep it in as
pristine a state as possible for all to enjoy.

Thanks,

Jan Momchilovich | P.O. Box 2092 | Jackson, WY 83001

|7
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Wildlife Management Institute

Len H. Cnrpunlrr, Freld ﬂnpm:-nhl!iw:
41115 Chenry Drive @ Fort Callins, Cofnrado G526
Phope (9700 223-109% = Fux (9700 He-9190

ROLLIN 1. SPARROWE P

Presloard :
RICHARD E McCABE in
Vipe-Prasicon

April 14, 2003

Snake River RMP Team Leader
Bureau of Land Management
Pinedale Field Office

.0 Box 768

Pinednle, WY 82941

Dear T'eam Leader:

I am the Southwest Field Representative for the Wildlife Managsement [nstitute. The Institute is a
private, nonprofit, scientific and e:iu::auan:ll organization founded in 1911 and dedicated to the
restoration,, conservation, and sound management of natiiral resources, especially wildlifie in
Norih America. Following are my comments on the Draft EIS on the proposed Snake River
Resource Management ["lan.

First, it is good that the Bureau is updating this plan. 1t is imporiant that land use plans be
curreni and address pressing 1ssues like land development, special management designations,
resource accessibility, and special status specics management. | is also necessary that RMPs be
based on the latest federal laws, regulations, standards, guidelines, and policies,

It is recognized that the Snake River planning arca is somewhat unigue among Burcan lands,
The 1solated and relatively small public parcels pose special management challenges and
opportunities. However, these lands are valuable parts of the public domain und should be
relained and managed under public ownership.

This plan presents a wide cholce ol alternatives (o address the planning issues and the reader can
easily determine basic characteristics of each altemalive. The planning team is to be
acknowledyed for their efforts.

The location and position of these lands along the Snake River in the Jackson Hole arca dictate

that these properties are very mluable for many uses.  Since most of these parcels are riparian
lands, they are impirtant o a widd vancry of important wildlile specics. This 13 exemplified in

Washinglon, BC Clice: 1131 14th Streat, WW = Suile 801 - Washinglor, DC 20005 - Phone {202) 371-1808 - FAX (202) 408-5055
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the document {page 75) where it is stated, "The wildlife resources are dependent on a
lunctioming environment, which provides all of the elements for survival in the proper balance
and the riparian system is considered the most valuable.” A lurther example of the imporiance of
these habitats is the information (page 81) that discloses from 1982-88, 6 hald eagle pairs located
on the Snake River between Moose and the South Park bridge produced 50 young, or 41 pereent
of the total production in the Snake River corrider. These number alone demonstrate imporance

of these habitats o wildlife.

The Institute does not agree that the Preferred Alternative is the best choice for future
management of these lands. The Preferred Alternative proposes to transfer these lands to another
public land management agency or to privale non-profit land preservalion entitics within the next
15 years, The main reason we do not support this altemative is that the proposed RMP does not
tdentify any specific agencies or organizations for this transfer. Ciiven the nature of the fands, the
management challenges, and the high dollar value it seems unlikely another public agency will be
forthcoming. It is pussible thal a non-profit organization might be able to assume ownership, but
the Institute has long argucd that the public domain lands should remain in public ownership.

The threat posed to all open lands in the Jackson Hole area, [rom home development and gravel
development, fully justifics kecping these lands in public ownership and protected from surface
disturbances. Consequently, we suggest that the best alternative would be either Alternative E or

Altermative C.

We prefer allernative E because of its provisions to limit options for disposal or exchange of the
public land parcels. Recreation would be managed through a fee permit system for commercial
outfitters and mineral extraction would be himited in favor of protecting wildlife habitats,
watersheds, and the quality of the recreational experience. Livestock grazing would be
maintained in areas where it is currently occurring, with elimination of fall graving and the
provision that grazing leases would be lost il the leascholder’s adjacent private lands were
converled Lo 4 use ofher than grazing. This should help maintain more of the “rural” landscape as
well as protect valuable wildlife habilats.

Alternative C is also workable and is characterized as the resource protection alternative. Acecss
by motenzed vehicles would be limited as would level of river floating. In cases where lands
might he removed from public ownership and use, they would be protected from development
through the use ol conservation easements. This alternative would also close all federal mineral
estaic in the planning area to mineral extraction. Our only concern is the devolution of public
Linuds is possible in this alternative.

Primarily because of the uncertainty of another public land management agency stepping forward
to recerve these lands, we urge the Burcau (o strongly consider changing their preferred
alternative 1o either Allemnative C or Alternative B, The exlreme threat to open spaces and
wildlife habitats in the lackson Hole area requirces that all existing public lands be retained in
public ownership and managed under multiple use policics,



-
k]

Thanks for the opportunity for comment. Please continue 1o inform us of future decisions on the
snake River Management Plan.

S?‘;Th -C’-f P“w das

Len H, Carpenter
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"Hanlon, John” To; "pinedals_eoymail @blm,gov'” <pinadale_wymail@blm.govs
<dohn.Hanlon@® sotheb e
Y& GO Subject: BLM lands - disposal

G4 1/03 11:38 AM

h=ar BLM,
My comments regerding the disposal of lands along the Snake river £ollow:

I am & loag cime river user - 20 yeare- far flshing, scenle flaating, and
whitewacer. 1 consider the Snake to ba a very important part of Jackson
Hole. It struck me as odd that T was not aware of all the BLM lands and now
that 1 see a map of it I realize that soma of it is so0 useful for boat ramps
and access, but much of it is in odd parcels, ia river bottom (cobblestons),
unproductive land, or encompassed by other propercy with no reasonabla
public use or access.

I would encourage you To avolbd taking a blanket approach =zuch ag dumping tho
aereage totally co the Forest swo. or other entity. wWhat makes sense ls to
make the best use of it, In Some cases Chis may mean Lurning parcels with
important river access points over to the county, parcels abutting forest
service could go to them and parvcels with little public value cowld be sold
by compebitive bid to adjacent land owners. There are some odd parcels with
strange shapes that seem to have marginal wvalue and largely encompassed by
private land. These could be =old for appraised value o that encompassing
land csmer. The money Erom these sales could be placed into a perpetual
trugt with incerest supporting (in part) the BLM'‘s many other needs.

While chis varisd upprﬁuth takes a lictle more time, fhe revenues collected
and kncwledge that it was done right for =ach parcel more chan justify kEhe
time inwolwed.

John &. Hanleon
P.O. Bax 3583
Jackson, WY.
Hi001
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18 April 2003

Snaks River BMP Team Leader
Pinedale Field Office

Box 768

Pinedaie, Wyoming B294]

Re: Spake River RMP
Dear S5ir:

Responding to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Snake River
Resource Management Plan, the following is otffered.

I It would seem that Alterpate D would be the best choice for these lands
a5 there are ample public Tand management agencies in Teton County that
could handle this assignment imcluding the U. 5. Foresi Seryvice, Fish and
Wildlife Service, Wyoming Game and Fish Department, County of Teton, Town
of Jackson, Natiomal Park Service, ad. inf.

2 There is no reason for the Bureau of Land Management to be involved in
managing these Tahds with Lhe added expense .of another Federal Agency.

Very sinceraly yours,

SURVE¥DR SCHERBEL, LTD.

40 it

Paul N. Scherbel
President

PNS tmy & :

Pruilstam e Dowwd Sarveyrm ol Wysming Llials Cemisicl sl Lesind Suswesurs
Asrerizan Uorgress on Sarveying andl Mapping [t Asencution ol Lamd Sorvesors
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Kellie Roadifer
Snake River RMP Team Leader
BLM
Pinedale Field Office
PO Box 768
Pinedale, WY 82641
April 23,2003
[Dear Kellie Roadifer,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the DEIS for theSnake River RMP. [ value
the habitat that the Snake River provides for fish and wildlife. 1 value the view of the
rver where it is still unobstructed by development. This niver is at risk of development.

Please do your best 1o maintain the lands along the river in public ownership. Instead of
disposing of this land and therefore allow it to be developed, because we both know the
development pressures are huge, iry to consolidate the land under the stewardship of the
BLM. You could do this by deeming this special area a Special Projecis Area.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment. The future of the Snake River flood plain is
in your hands,

Sincerely, Georgie W. Stanfey

G}LW Ston h"‘)

. 00w
\h-::-i-crf D 3455




