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262 Uneolrl StrMt 
l...ander, WY 82520 

t: 307...332. 7031 
f; 007.332.6899 

Chris }lite 
Chief, Branch ofFluid Minerals Adjudication 
Bureau ofLand Management 
Wyoming State Office 
5353 Yellowstone Road 
Cheyenne, WY 82009 

June 5, 2015 

Dear Mr. Hite, 

In accordance with 43 C.F.R § 3120.1 -3, the Wyoming Outdoor Council protests the sale ofoil 
and gas lease sale parcel WY-1508-072 (formerly WY-1508-237) included in the August 2015 
Competitive Oil and Gas Lease Sale Notice. The Wyoming Outdoor Council submitted comments 
on the Environmental Assessment (EA) for this lease sale on February 23,2015 and these are 
incorporated by reference. · 

PROTESTING PARTIES 
Founded in 1967, the Wyoming Outdoor Council is the ~tate's oldest independent conservation 
_organization. We work to protect Wyoming' s environment and quality of life for future 
generations. Our goal is to develop productive and lasting solutions for managing natural 
resources through collaborative engagement with stakeholders and decision makers. We believe 
responsible environmental stewardship is fundamental to safeguarding public heal th and 
Wyoming's quality oflife. 

STATEMENT OF INTEREST 
The Sale Notice for Competitive Oil and Gas Lease Sales descr ibes the manner in which protests 
will be considered. At page ix, the Sale Notice requires that "a protest must state the interest ofthe 
protesting party in the matter." We have an interest in preventing the adverse effects leasing parcel 
WY-1508-072 would have on: 1) the pending Absaroka-Beartooth Master Leasing Plan; 2) the 
adequacy of landowner notice process; and 3) wildlife habitats. These are also concerns we 
addressed in our comments on the environmental assessm ent. 

The Outdoor Council has a long and comprehensive history of involvment in BLM oil and gas 
leasing and development projects in this region. For the last decasde, we have been involved in the 
land-use planning process for th e Bighorn Basin and in multiple environmental impact statements 
and environmental assessments related to oil and gas leasing and development. Our interest in· 
BLM oil and gas matters is manifest, including an interest in this lease sale and protested parcel. 

ADVERSE EFECTS OF PROPOSE)) LEASING PARCEL WY-1508-072 
As stated above, there are three reasons why BLM should not offer parcel WY-1508-072 for oil 
and gas lease sale. 

Woridng to protectWyomln,g's publlo larKS& and Wlldlfe since 1967 

RECEIVE: NO.l654 0 6/04/2 0 15/THU 03:5 1 PM BLM Wyoming M & L 

http:wyomingout.doorcouricil.org


05/ 04 / 2015 15 : 50 3073325899 WY0tv1ING OUTDOOR COUN PAGE 03/ 03 

First, we are concerned that leasing this parcel preempts the proper procedure for developing the 
Absaroka-Beartooth Front Master l ,easing Plan in the Bighorn Basin Proposed Resource 
Management Plan (RMP). This master )easing plan was first released to the public when the 
Proposed RMP and Final Environmental Impact Statement were published on May 28, 2015. The 
development ofthis master leasing plan was new information in the Proposed RMP and had not 
received prior public review or input. On behalfof our statewide members, we have submitted 
master leasing plan designs-in 2013 and e·arlier this year-that asked this master leasing plan be 
appiied to a landscape which ·would encompass this parcel. The BLM has not responded to these 
submissions and has not asked for public review of alternatives that would examine the 
appropriate geography for this master leasing plan or its design and implementation. Until the full 
public process necessitated under the National Environmental Policy Act is complete, the BLM 
should not lease a parcel such as WY-1508-072 that would impact pending decisions. Leasing in 
this uncertain time, before full public participation is achieved and the BLM has reviewed a range 
of alternatives for this master leasing plan, would cause undue impacts for collaborative 
relationships with. other stakeholders, and would unnecessarily limit public input in decision
making. 

Secondly, we \ll1derstand that the landowner, John C. Mitchell, who owns the surface estate of this 
split-estate parcel was not given adequate notice. Mr. Mitchell was not made aware that his 
surface estate would be impacted by the leasing of the federal mineral estate during the 
development ofthe environmental assessment. Furthermore, the Cody Field Office did not 

. communicate with Mr. Mitchell during-or about- the public comment period for the EA until 
the last day this period was open. Thus, his views were not incorporated into the EA as it was 
prepared and he was not even granted the courtesy of having his perspectives heard by the;: agency. 
This is not in accordance with BLM's Handbook on Competitive Leases. It also does not comply 
with BLM procedures regarding split estate best management practices. Until landowner 
notification can be properly completed, we ask that this lease not be offered at the sale. 

Lastly, this parcel is implicated by multiple crucial wildlife habitats. This monntain front country 
provides essential migratory space and seasonal habitats for a variety ofbig game species and 
other widlife. It is likely that the pend.ing Proposed RMP will address new understandings about 
the scope and quality of these habitats and will have updated stipulations. As the public weighs in 
on the proposed plan, this may also impact the e;f,.1:ent of the master leasing plan's geography and 
stipulations. This parcel should be deferred until these updates can be applied to the stipulations. 

We appreciate the BLM's consideration of this protest. We ask that parcel WY-1508-072 is not 

offered at the August oil and gas lease sale. 


Respectfully submitted, 

~--~ 
Julia Stuble 
Public Lands Advocate 
Wyoming Outdoor Council 
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