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the Sage Grouse Plan Amendments EIS, pursuant to the recommendations of the National
Technical Team Report, as outlined below.

For Priority Habitats (i.e., Core Areas), the National Technical Team Report recommends the
following:

Alternative A i

e Close priority sage-grouse habitat areas to fluid mineral leasing. Upon expiration or
termination of existing leases, do not accept nominations/expressions of interest for
parcels within priority areas.

Alternattve B

» Close priority sage-grouse habitat areas to fluid mineral leasing. Consider an exception:
0 When there is an opportunity for the BLM to influence conservation measures where
surface and/or mineral ownership is not entirely federally owned (i.e., checkerboard
ownership). In this case, a plan amendment may be developed that opens the priority area
for new leasing. The plan must demonstrate long-term population increases in the priority
area through mitigation (prior to issuing the lease) including lease stipulations, off-site
mitigation, etc., and avoid short-term losses that put the sage-grouse population at risk
from stochastic events leading to extirpation.

NTT Report at 22, Note that there is no loophole in the NTT recommendations for cases where
there do not exist 11 square miles of unleased, BLM-administered lands as under IM WY-2012-
019. We expect the Sage Grouse Plan Amendments to supersede IM WY-2012-019 with stronger
measures that more effectively protect sage grouse and their key habitats. The NTT
recommendations were drafted to inform the BLM’s Sage Grouse Plan Amendments EIS, which
is currently underway in the NEPA process. By leasing the parcels listed above, BLM will
foreclose on the alternative to keep these unleased lands in an unleased condition, undermining

the agency’s ability to remove them from future leasing under the Sage Grouse Plan Amendment
EIS.

Conclusion

Given the precarious state of sage grouse populations rangewide, and the ongoing efforts to
change land management strategies through sage grouse plan amendments, BLM should not
issue Jeases in sage grouse habitats until such time as the planning documents are finalized.

Please inform us of any future actions regarding the auction of these leases.

Sincerely yours,

el

Erik Molvar





