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Don Simpson, Acting State Director
Rureau of Land Management Wyoming State Office
Cheyenne, WY . 82009

Dear Don:

This letter is in regards to: Protest of Dec. 2, 2008 Competitive Oil & Gas Sale

14 Parcels to include: WY-0812-177, 178, 179, 180, 182, 183, 186, 187, 188, 189, 190, 191, and WY-
0182-192. This area is known as the Little Mountain area in Sweetwater County.

| protest the inclusion of the above parcel in the lease sale and request they be withdrawn for the sale.

| will begin by saying thattam a Iifelong resident, a businessman for 30 years, 3 previous County
Commissioner for 8 years and a wildlife biologist with a Masters in Range ~Wildlife. 1 see the Little
Mountain area in 3 different perspectives.

Wildlife Habitat—The diversity of Wildlife Habitat in the Little Mountain area is not surpassed by other
regions in the state. Beginning in the low habitats such as greasewood-sagebrush bottoms, progressing
to juniper woodland, then to the dispersed aspen groves, the mountain meadows and grasslands, up to
the coniferous spruce-fir-pine...these habitats support all wildlife. The area is known for its trophy deer,
antetope and elk, but really has abundance in every species-perching birds, raptors, small game, upland
game birds, small mammals and even waterfow!. The diversity in the Little Mountain is far superior to
those habitats in the northern mountains i.e. Wyoming Range and the Hoback Region.

Economic-—Economically, the Little Mountain area incdluding the parcels above is very important to
Sweetwater County. As a past county commissioner, we touted the area to-those whose sole purpose in
life is hunting and fishing. Our Sweetwater County Economic Development Association used the Little
Mountain area as a selling tool for new companies thinking about coming to our county. The areais an
attraction to alt who appreciate the hunt. Our grocery stores, sporting good establishments, motels,
restaurants and gas stations all benefit from having Littie Mountain in our backyard.
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Aesthetics—-The aesthetics of the Li%tie Area, including the 14 parcel, is the Wyoming Experience. Why

do people come to Wyoming... The clean air and water, the grand vistas and of course our great
populations of wildlife. Asa boy of 14, my first etk was shot on the top of Little Mountain. The parcels
up for lease will affect the Wyoming Experience and forever change the landscape.

Once again, | protest and request the parcels be withdrawn. The total 18000 acres is a small amount

when you consider Sweetwater County has over 6.4 million acres, of which 75 to 80 percent are being
affected by oil and gas development.

. Pallesen

highdesertgalleries.com

Sincerely,/

Joh

joh/'n
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Aesthetics-—-The aesthetics of the Little Area, including the 14 parcel, is the Wyoming Experience. Why
do people come to Wyoming... The clean air and water, the grand vistas and of course our great
populations of wildlife. As a boy of 14, my first elk was shot on the top of Little Mountain. The parcels
up for lease wilf affect the Wyoming Experience and forever change the landscape.

Once again, | protest and request the parcels be withdrawn. The total 18000 acres is a small amount
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affected by oil and gas development.
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John 0. Pallesen
john@highdesertgalleries.com

Sincerely}/
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