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Mr. Chris Hite

Chief, Branch of Fluid Minerals Adjudication |
Bureau of Land Management, Wyoming State Office
5353 Yellowstone Road

Cheyenne, WY 82003

January 19, 2016

RE: Protest of the Proposed Sale of Parcels included in the BLM’s February 2, 2016
Competitive Oil and Gas Lease Sale

Dear Mr. Hite:

In accordance with 43 C.F.R. §§ 4.450-2 and 3120.1-3, ] am adamantly protesting the sale of
the following parcels: WY-1602-039, -040, ~041, -042, ~043, -044, -045, -046, -047, -048, -
049, and -050, by the Casper Field Office. These are being offered at the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) February 2, 2016 competitive oil and natural gas lease sale.

STATEMENT OF INTEREST

This is in addition to the comments I submitted 8/19/2015 regarding the Environmental
Assessment. So, even after the devastating personal loss to many residents of Cole Creek by
the Station Fire (Cole Creek Fire October 11, 2015), our own Casper District BLM office is
intent on issuing oil & gas leases in the densely populated unincorporated subdivision known
as the Cole Creek area, which contains over 490 residences just outside of Casper, Wyoming. It
may be a little known fact that a very large number of the residents were giving so selflessly and
so deeply occupied trying to give aid to those who lost everything or even those who lost some,
they certainly were not able to keep up with what the BLM was intent on doing.

As property owner in Cole Creek and a very concerned citizen, I am deeply saddened and
disgusted that I have to address this subject once again, to even think anyone would even
consider bringing oil or gas wells into any subdivision is incomprehensible.

ADVERSE IMPACTS

With the impact of oil and gas development, residents will be addressing horrific problems.
Round-the-clock noise, near constant truck traffic at all hours, storage tanks, drums of toxic
chemicals, inadequately remediated pits, noxious fumes, pipelines, poisoned wells and stock
ponds, earthquakes, possible well blow outs, loss of night skies and very possibly disposal of
waste on private property. This would be a constant and unbearable nuisance. The impacts of
this kind of large-scale industrial activity are incompatible with that quality of life, not to
mention the devaluation of the properties. The many people on those parcels should not be
sacrificed for the development of one. It will create a toxic environment and destroy the health
and wellbeing of people who would be forced to live with such unbearable consequences. To
gven think of inching in oil/gas wells into a residential area is unconscionable. The
environment and the people who live in those areas must be protected from any exploration or
development. There can be no doubt as to the severe impacts on humanity.
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BLM continually tries to separate leasing and development inappropriately and tries to only
consider the impacts after leasing, which is too late as the oil and gas company then has the
right to drill. They indicate that they do not have to consider some, or perhaps all, site-specific
impacts because they have authority to prevent oil and gas activity. It is plainly stated on page
11 of the EA that after a lease has been issued that lessees “have the right to use as much of the
leased lands as is necessary to explore, drill for, mine, extract, remove, and dispose of the oil
and gas resources. These post leasing actions can result in surface disturbance”. The lessee
retains irrevocable rights! The lease sale could result in impacts that BLM will not be able to
avoid once the lease sale is finalized because the agency’s ability to prevent lessees from
engaging in lawful activities on issued leases will be limited. (il and gas leasing is an
irrevocable commitment to convey rights to use of Split Estate land — a commitment with
readily predictable environmental consequences that BLM is required to address. These
include the specific geological formations, greenhouse gas emissions, surface and ground water
resources, seismic potential, human, animal, and plant health and safety concerns present in
the area to be leased. Analysis of the consequences of this practice, prior to irrevocable
consequences, is therefore required at the leasing stage.

This lease sale will no doubt affect the quality of the human environinent. It is highly
controversial, and has possible effects that are definitely uncertain or involve tunique or
unknown risks and this would affect these resident’s health and safety.

BLM’s dismissal of harms and findings that no significant impacts will result is contrary to the
abundant evidence that oil and gas operations can cause significant impacts to human health,
water resources, air quality, imperiled species, and seismicity. The potential for these
significant impacts to occur is clear.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, I ask that for the health and safety of these Wyoming people, the oil and gas

lease sale parcels noted above be permanently removed from this lease sale. Thank you for
your consideration.

Linda Rans

@M Ul

0. Box 482
Evansville, WY 82636
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