Worksheet Two:  Gothberg Ranch Discussion Questions

Answer the following questions in your group.  Use the supporting documents to help support your answers.
· Does Martin qualify for the Homestead Act by meeting the three basic requirements? (Explain)

Head of Household:

Age:

Citizenship:

· What factors made proving-up on homestead applications near present day Casper, WY difficult? (List 3)

1.

2.

3.

· How do you know Martin Gothberg was successful in proving-up on his claim?
· What could have prevented him from proving up on his claim? (List 3)

1.

2.

3.

· If Martin had not made return trips to his land while cowboying with the Mormons and CY outfit in 1888, what could have happened to his claim?

· Thought question:  Can Martin be absent from the land if he wife lives there instead?
· What qualities did Martin’s homestead have which helped make it successful?

· Where was the claim located?

· What land qualities helped the homestead?
· If you were Martin Gothberg in 1893 and your Homestead claim was denied, what would you do next?
