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APPENDIX C  
 

RMP MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES 



APPENDIX  C —GREEN RIVER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS APPLICABLE TO THE RUBICON EA 

Resource Objectives and Actions 

 

AIR QUALITY 

MANAGEMENT 

 

AIR-1–MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES: (1) To maintain and, where possible, enhance present air quality levels; (2) to protect 

public health and safety and sensitive natural resources; and (3) within the scope of BLM’s authority, minimize emissions 

which may add to acid rain, cause violations of air quality standards, or reduce visibility. 

 

AIR-4–Surface disturbing activities will be managed to prevent violation of air quality regulations.  Construction and surface 

disturbing activities will be designed with dust control measures to reduce general air quality impacts and visibility impacts. 

 

CULTURAL AND 

PALEONTOLOGICAL 

MANAGEMENT 

CULT-1–MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES: (1) To expand the opportunities for scientific study, and educational and 

interpretive uses of cultural and paleontological resources; (2) To protect and preserve important cultural and paleontological 

resources and/or their historic record for future generations. 

 

CULT-5–Motorized vehicles, such as those used for geophysical exploration, or large heavy vehicles such as buses used in 

recreational tours or similar activities, could cross and drive down the trails provided a site-specific analysis determines that no 

adverse effects will occur. 

 

 CULT-11–Other cultural sites would be managed on a case-by-case basis according to their resource values. 

 

Paleontological 

Resources 

 

CULT-14–Significant paleontological resources will be managed for their scientific and educational values and in accordance 

with 43 CFR 3600, 43 CFR 3622, and 43 CFR 8365. 

 

FIRE MANAGEMENT 

 

FIRE-9–A site-specific analysis will be prepared for sensitive areas such as special status plant species, cultural sites, historic 

trails, and areas of critical environmental concern (ACEC) to determine the appropriate suppression activity that will be 

acceptable. 

 

HAZARDOUS 

MATERIALS 

MANAGEMENT 

 

HAZ-2–MANAGEMENT ACTIONS: For BLM-authorized activities that involve hazardous materials or their use, 

precautionary measures will be used to guard against releases or spills into the environment.  If safety hazards are identified as 

a result of hazardous waste spills on BLM-administered public lands, BLM would provide appropriate warnings to the public. 

 

HAZ-3–BLM-administered public land sites contaminated with hazardous wastes will be reported, secured, and cleaned up 

according to applicable federal and state regulations and contingency plans.  Parties responsible for contamination will be 

liable for cleanup and resource damage costs, as prescribed in federal and state regulations. 

  



Resource Objectives and Actions 

 

LANDS AND REALTY 

MANAGEMENT 

 

LANDS-1–MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES: (1) To manage the public lands to support the goals and objectives of other 

resource programs, (2) To respond to public demand for land use authorizations, and (3) To acquire administrative and public 

access where necessary. 

 

LANDS-7–Areas are designated for avoidance or exclusion to rights-of-way where these uses are incompatible with 

management of sensitive resources and/or would have unacceptable impacts. 

 

LANDS-8–Withdrawals and classifications will be processed to protect important resource values.  Withdrawals that no longer 

serve the purpose for which they were established will be revoked.  Prior to revocation, withdrawn lands will be reviewed to 

determine whether any other resource values require withdrawal protection. 

 

 

LANDS-11–Access to public lands will be provided throughout the planning area.  Where necessary and consistent with off-

highway vehicle (OHV) designations, access will be closed or restricted in specific areas to protect public health and safety and 

to protect significant resource values. 

 

LIVESTOCK GRAZING 

MANAGEMENT 

LVSTK-14–Site-specific analyses will be conducted where necessary to help determine how to alleviate conflicts between 

wildlife use, livestock grazing, and development activities. 

 

LVSTK-14–Site-specific analyses will be conducted where necessary to help determine how to alleviate conflicts between 

wildlife use, livestock grazing, and development activities. 

  

MINERALS 

MANAGEMENT 

Leasable Minerals 

MINS-1–MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES: The objective for management of BLM-administered federal minerals is to 

maintain or enhance opportunities for mineral exploration and development while protecting other resource values.  The 

objective for management of oil and gas resources is to provide for leasing, exploration, and development of oil and gas while 

protecting other values. 

  

MINS-3–WSAs are closed to leasing in accordance with wilderness interim management requirements.  This closure is not 

subject to a land use planning decision (nondiscretionary closure). 

 

 

 

MINS-4–MANAGEMENT ACTIONS: BLM-administered public lands not specifically closed are open to consideration of oil 

and gas leasing.  The remainder of the public lands in the planning area are open to consideration for oil and gas leasing with 

appropriate mitigation measures.  Table 7 provides information on which restrictions apply to particular actions and land uses 

to protect resource values in certain areas.  This table provides guidelines for all surface disturbing activities, not just those 

related to oil and gas exploration and development activities. 

  



Resource Objectives and Actions 

 MINS-5–Where maximum protection of resources is necessary, a No Surface Occupancy requirement will be imposed.  

Additional areas may be identified through site-specific environmental analysis and activity planning. 

 

MINERALS 

MANAGEMENT 

Oil and Gas 

 

MINS-6–Timing limitations (seasonal restrictions) will be applied when activities occur during crucial periods or would 

adversely affect crucial or sensitive resources.  Such resources include, but are not limited to, soils during wet and muddy 

periods, crucial wildlife seasonal use areas, and raptor nesting areas.  Exceptions to seasonal restrictions may be granted. 

  

MINS-7–Where controlled use or restrictions on specific activities are needed but do not necessarily exclude activities, 

controlled surface use or surface disturbance restrictions will be designed to protect those resources.  These restrictions will be 

placed on areas where resources could be avoided or adverse effects could be mitigated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geophysical 

 

MINS-8–Development actions will be analyzed on a case-by-case basis to identify mitigation needs to meet RMP objectives, 

to provide for resource protection, and to provide for logical development.  Limitations on the amount, sequence, timing, or 

level of development may occur.  This may result in transportation planning and in limitations in the number of roads and drill 

pads, or in deferring development in some areas until other areas have been restored to previous uses. 

 

MINS-42–MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE: To provide opportunity for exploration of mineral resources and collection of 

geophysical data, while protecting other resource values. 

 

MINS-43–MANAGEMENT ACTIONS: Most of the planning area is open to consideration of geophysical activities, except 

where OHV use or explosive charges would cause unacceptable impacts. 

 

MINS-44–Geophysical activities generally will be required to conform to OHV designations and OHV management 

prescriptions (see Off-Highway Vehicle Management).  However, geophysical exploration has been and will continue to be 

routinely granted site-specific authorization for OHV use subject to appropriate limitations to protect various resources 

identified during analysis of proposed actions.  Geophysical Notices of Intent will continue to be evaluated on a case-by-case 

basis, and all authorizations will be issued with appropriate analysis and mitigation requirements. 

 

MINS-45–Geophysical travel through developed and semideveloped recreation sites is restricted to existing roads and trails. 

 

 



Resource Objectives and Actions 

 

OHV MANAGEMENT 

 

OHV-2 MANAGEMENT ACTIONS: In areas designated as either “limited” to designated roads and trails, or “limited” to 

existing roads and trails for OHV use, motorized vehicles must stay on designated or existing roads and trails, unless allowed 

an exception by the authorized officer.  This limitation applies to all activities involving motorized vehicles.  Except for areas 

that are closed to OHV travel, some types of off-highway motor vehicle use may be allowed by the authorized officer provided 

resource damage does not occur.  

 

OHV-4–Vehicular travel in crucial and important wildlife habitats (strutting grounds, spawning beds, big game ranges, etc.) 

and during crucial and important periods (such as calving/fawning periods) will be restricted seasonally as necessary. 

 

OHV-5–Vehicular travel is restricted to designated roads in sensitive watersheds and in cultural site management areas. 

 

RECREATION RESOURCE 

MANAGEMENT 

 

REC-2–MANAGEMENT ACTIONS: Most public lands in the planning area are open to consideration of all individual, 

commercial, and competitive outdoor recreation uses. 

  

REC-14–Surface disturbing activities are prohibited within a quarter-mile of recreation sites, unless such activities are 

determined to be compatible with or are performed for meeting recreation objectives for the area.  Generally, such activities 

(e.g., those associated with mineral development, roads, pipelines, powerlines, etc.) will be designed to avoid these areas.  

These areas would be open to development of recreation site facilities.  An approved plan will be required prior to the site 

disturbance. 

  

SPECIAL STATUS  

PLANT SPECIES 

MANAGEMENT 

 

SSP-2–MANAGEMENT ACTIONS: Any management actions on potential habitat of special status plant species communities 

on federal land or on split-estate lands (i.e., nonfederal land surface ownership with BLM-administered federal minerals 

ownership) will require searches for the plant species prior to project or activity implementation to determine the locations of 

special status plant species and essential and/or important habitats.  Special status plant populations are closed to activities that 

could adversely affect these species and their habitat.  Management requirements in habitat areas may include prohibiting or 

limiting motorized vehicle use, surface uses, and explosive charges or any other surface disturbing or disruptive activity that 

may cause adverse effects to the plants. 

  

SSP-3–Known locations of special status plant species communities will be protected and closed to the following activities: 

1. Surface disturbing activities or any disruptive activity that could adversely affect the plants or their habitat 

2. Location of new mining claims (withdrawal from mineral location and entry under the land laws will be pursued) 

3. Mineral material sales 

4. All OHV use, including those vehicles used for geophysical exploration activities and surveying  

5. The use of explosives and blasting. 

  

SSP-4–Locations of special status plant species are open to consideration for mineral leasing with a No Surface Occupancy 

requirement. 



Resource Objectives and Actions 

  

SSP-8–Management prescriptions for threatened and endangered species and proposed threatened and endangered species will 

be developed on a case-by-case basis in consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

  

VEGETATION 

MANAGEMENT 

VEG-1–MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES: (1) To maintain or enhance vegetation community health, composition, and 

diversity to meet watershed, wild horse, wildlife, and livestock grazing resource management objectives; and (2) To provide 

for plant diversity (desired plant communities). 

  

VEG-2–MANAGEMENT ACTIONS: Riparian habitat will be maintained, improved, or restored to provide wildlife and fish 

habitat, improve water quality, and enhance forage conditions.  Where possible, acquisition of additional riparian area acreage 

will be pursued to enhance riparian area management. 

 

VEG-3–The minimum management goal for riparian areas is to achieve proper functioning condition.  This is considered the 

first priority for vegetation management.  Desired plant communities must meet the criteria for proper functioning condition. 

  

VEG-16–Vegetation buffer strips would be provided along streams to control sedimentation.  Generally vegetation buffer 

strips 100 feet wide would be left intact adjacent to perennial streams. 

  

VEG-19–Riparian Vegetation Management Actions: Riparian habitat in proper functioning condition is the minimum 

acceptable status or level within the Green River Resource Area.  Under this RMP, 75 percent of the riparian areas should, 

within 10 years, have activity and implementation plans in various states of implementation that will allow riparian areas to 

achieve or maintain proper functioning condition. 

  

VEG-20–Site-specific activity and implementation plans will be used to identify methods to achieve or maintain proper 

functioning condition in riparian areas. 

 

VISUAL RESOURCE 

MANAGEMENT 

 

VRM-1–MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES: (1) To maintain or improve scenic values and visual quality; and (2) To establish 

priorities for managing the visual resources in conjunction with other resource values. 

  

VRM-2–MANAGEMENT ACTIONS: Visual resource classes will be retained or modified to enhance other resource 

objectives, such as those for cultural resource and recreation management, wild horse viewing, and special management areas. 

  

VRM-4–All surface disturbing actions, regardless of the visual resource management class, are required to be mitigated to 

reduce visual impacts.  This will be achieved by designing and locating the disturbances in a manner that most closely meets 

the minimum degree of contrast acceptable for the visual resource management class. 

  

VRM-5–Management actions on public lands with a Class II visual resource management classification must be designed to 

blend into and retain the existing character of the natural landscape. 



Resource Objectives and Actions 

  

VRM-6–Management actions on public lands with a Class III visual resource management classification must be designed to 

partially retain the existing character of the landscape. 

 

WATERSHED/SOILS 

MANAGEMENT 

 

WATER-1–MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES: (1) To stabilize and conserve soils; (2) To increase vegetative production; (3) To 

maintain or improve surface and ground water quality; and (4) To protect, maintain, or improve wetlands, floodplains, and 

riparian areas. 

  

WATER-4- Maintaining and improving drainage channel stability. 

  

WATER-16–Aquifer recharge areas will be managed to protect ground water quality and to ensure continued ability for 

recharging aquifers.  Protection will be provided by limiting road density and surface occupancy to maintain a healthy recharge 

area.  Vegetative cover and geologic soil conditions that are conducive to ground water recharge will be maintained. 

 

 

 

WATER-18 Areas may be considered for acquisition under a willing seller/willing buyer situation to enhance BLM 

management of watershed resources. 

 

WILDLIFE 

MANAGEMENT 

WLIFE-1–MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES: (1) To maintain, improve, or enhance the biological diversity of plant and 

wildlife species while ensuring healthy ecosystems, and (2) To restore disturbed or altered habitat, with the objective of 

attaining desired native plant communities, while providing for wildlife needs and soil stability. 

  

WLIFE-2–The objectives for management of wetlands/riparian areas are (1) To achieve a healthy and productive condition for 

long-term benefits and values in concert with range, watershed, and wildlife needs; and (2) To enhance or maintain riparian 

habitats by managing for deep-rooted native herbaceous or woody vegetation. 

  

WLIFE-3–The objective for management of threatened, endangered, special status, and sensitive plant and animal species is to 

provide, maintain, or improve habitat through vegetative manipulation, mitigation measures, or other management actions, 

including habitat acquisition and easements. 

  

WLIFE-6–High-value wildlife habitats will be maintained or improved by reducing habitat loss or alteration and by applying 

appropriate distance and seasonal restrictions and rehabilitation standards to all appropriate activities.  These habitats include 

crucial winter habitat, parturition areas, and sensitive fisheries habitat. 

  

WLIFE-7–Big game crucial winter ranges and parturition areas will be protected to ensure continued usability by limiting 

activities during critical seasons of use and by limiting the amount of habitat disturbed. 



Resource Objectives and Actions 

  

WLIFE-12–Active and historic raptor nesting sites will be protected and managed for continued nesting activities.  An active 

raptor nest is one that has been occupied within the past 3 years; an historic nesting site is an area of high topographic relief, 

particularly cliff areas, known to have supported concentrations of nesting raptors  

  

WLIFE-14–Nesting raptors will be protected through restricting disruptive activities seasonally within a one-half-mile to 1-

mile radius of occupied raptor nesting sites. 

  

WLIFE-15–Raptor nest surveys will be conducted within a 1-mile radius or linear distance of proposed surface uses or 

activities, if such activities are proposed to be conducted during raptor nesting seasons (usually between February 1 and July 

31). 

 

MANAGEMENT AREAS 

ON BLM-ADMINISTERED 

PUBLIC LANDS 

 

 

SUGARLOAF BASIN 

SPECIAL MANAGEMENT 

AREA 

 

 

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES: The management objectives for the area are to:  1) improve watershed condition and 

enhance watershed values; 2) improve riparian areas to proper functioning condition, as a minimum; 3) provide opportunities 

for dispersed recreation uses in the area consistent with the primary watershed, riparian, and wildlife objectives; and 4) 

maintain and protect important wildlife habitat.  

 The Sugarloaf Basin SMA will be managed as an avoidance area for rights-of-way and surface disturbing activities. 

 The SMA is open to mineral leasing and related exploration and development activities with appropriate mitigation 

requirements (controlled surface use) applied to protect all other resource values. 



Resource Objectives and Actions 

 Activities that preclude the achievement or maintenance of proper functioning condition of uplands and riparian areas and 

achievement of other management objectives in the area are prohibited.  

Forested areas will be managed primarily toward meeting the watershed, riparian, wildlife, and recreation objectives for the 

area.  Timber harvest levels and logging practices will be designed to help meet those objectives.  

Any increase in vegetative production will be reserved for watershed stabilization and improvement purposes.  

Management of habitat or special status species, if identified, will be developed on a case-by-case basis.  

Restrictions for protection of raptors, big game crucial winter range, and big game calving/fawning areas will apply  

Aquifer recharge zones in the area will be managed to protect groundwater quality and aquifer function. 

The area will be managed consistent with the Class II and Class III visual resource management classifications. 

 

GREATER RED CREEK 

ACEC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES: The management objectives for the area are to:  1) improve watershed condition and 

enhance watershed values, including, but not limited to, improving channel stability, vegetation diversity and abundance, and 

water quality; 2) improve riparian areas that are at less than proper functioning condition to proper functioning condition as a 

minimum; 3) repair, improve, or maintain Colorado River cutthroat trout habitat in Red, Currant, Trout, and Sage Creeks and 

their tributaries; 4) provide opportunities for dispersed recreation uses in the area that are consistent with the primary 

watershed, riparian, and fisheries management objectives; 5) allow the recreation user the opportunity to have a high degree of 

interaction with the natural environment, to have moderate challenge, and to use outdoor skills; 6) maintain important wildlife 

habitat; 7) preserve scenic resources; and 8) reduce the amount of sediment being delivered to the Green River through Red 

Creek by reducing accelerated sheet, rill, gully, and channel erosion. 

 

All resource and land uses in the area will be managed in support of watershed stability and Colorado River cutthroat trout 

habitat management objectives. 

 

The Greater Red Creek ACEC will, in general, be managed as an avoidance area for rights-of- way and surface disturbing 

activities. 

 

Most of the area is open to mineral leasing and related exploration and development activities with appropriate mitigation 

requirements applied to protect the other important resource values. 

 

Any activity that could preclude the achievement of proper functioning condition of uplands and riparian areas and 

achievement of other management objectives is prohibited 



Resource Objectives and Actions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CURRANT CREEK portion 

of the GREATER RED 

CREEK ACEC 

 

Re-introduction of Colorado River cutthroat trout and other native species will be considered if consistent with watershed and 

riparian objectives.  

 

Aquifer recharge zones in the area will be managed to protect groundwater quality. 

 

Off-road vehicle travel on BLM-administered public lands within the area is limited to designated roads and trails.  

 

The watershed (about 52,270 acres) will be managed consistent with the Class III visual resource management classification.  

All BLM-administered public lands within this watershed (about 23,740 acres) are closed to:  1) surface disturbing activities ; 

2) mineral material sales; and 3) mineral location.  A withdrawal from entry under land laws and mineral location will be 

pursued.  This area is also an exclusion area for rights-of-way 

The rim areas within the Currant Creek watershed (tops of the watershed ridges) with slopes of less than 25 percent could be 

considered for surface disturbing activities if environmental analysis demonstrates that watershed, fisheries, wildlife, and 

scenic objectives could be met.  Within the Currant Creek watershed, slopes greater than 25 percent and areas in or within 500 

feet of riparian areas and floodplains are closed to surface disturbance unless the action is designed specifically for the 

enhancement of watershed values and Colorado River cutthroat trout habitat.  

BLM will pursue possibilities of land exchanges to acquire lands along Currant Creek and Trout Creek to improve 

management opportunities for Colorado River cutthroat trout and its habitat 

The area will be managed consistent with the Class II visual resource management classification. 

 

 

 

  

 



APPENDIX D 

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

RUBICON 3D SEISMIC SURVEY PROJECT 



Conditions of Approval 

 

1. This authorization is contingent upon receipt of and compliance with all appropriate federal, state, 

county and local, permits.  

2. Seismic survey progress reports shall be filed directly to the Rock Springs Field Office on a 

weekly basis.  

3. Approval of the EA does not grant any exclusive right to the described lands for geophysical 

exploration, or other purposes.  The public lands described in the EA are subject at all times to 

any other lawful uses by the United States, its lessees, permittees, and licensees.   

4. If geophysical operations damage of destroy existing authorized facilities or improvements, 

Devon will be responsible for repairing or replacing such facilities or improvements to their 

former condition, or better, prior to disturbance or damage. 

5. Devon shall contact the Rock Springs Field Office (Jeromy Caldwell), at least 48 hours prior to 

the start of the project to schedule a pre-work conference.  The Crew Supervisor and additional 

crew chiefs (if needed) will attend the pre-work conference to discuss the Conditions of Approval 

for this operation. 

6. The operator’s representative will attend a meeting with BLM to discuss cultural artifacts and 

potential penalties for tampering with cultural artifacts.  The meeting can be held as part of the 

pre-work conference. 

7. No new roads, two tracks, or trails will be constructed for this project.   

8. Vehicular travel shall be suspended when ground conditions are wet enough to cause rutting or 

other noticeable surface deformation and severe compaction.  As a general rule, if vehicles or 

other project equipment create ruts in excess of four inches deep when traveling cross-country 

over wet soils, the soil shall be deemed too wet for vehicular use. 

9. Staging area(s) will be situated on privately owned lands with good, safe access where ever 

possible.  The fuel truck for the helicopter will also be utilized at the staging area(s).  The 

regulations of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms regarding explosives will be 

followed and any driveway type permits that may be required will be obtained.   

10. Vehicles of any kind including ATVs and/or mules will only be allowed on existing two tracks 

and unimproved roads that have been culturally cleared.  Devon and its contractors, under the 

direction of the BLM, will establish a transportation map with the existing two tracks and 

unimproved roads that have been culturally cleared and can be travelled on.  (Improved roads do 

not need to be archeologically cleared.)   

11. Staging area(s) shall be kept clean and free of litter.  Appropriate human waste facilities will be 

provided and properly maintained.  Such waste facilities shall be removed from the site upon 

completion of the project. 



12. Operators of vehicles and equipment shall be responsible for not damaging fences and keeping 

gates as found.  As a last resort, should a fence be cut or damaged for access, that fence must be 

repaired to former or better condition, after equipment has passed through. 

13. Prior to any new surface-disturbing activities between February 1 and July 31, Devon or their 

contractor would survey all areas within one mile of proposed surface disturbance for the 

presence of raptor nests. If occupied/active raptor nests are found, construction would not occur 

between a ½ to 1-mile radius during the critical nesting season, depending on raptor species.  

14. Any project activities that occur during the raptor nesting season (February 1-July 31) will require 

a fledging survey to determine chick age. If young birds are present, no shot holes will be drilled 

within the identified species specific buffer area.  No overflights will occur over any nests with 

young birds.  Any dead young birds found in nests known to be occupied will be considered a 

"taking". 

15. Timing restrictions for protection of big game crucial winter range (Nov. 15 - April 30), and big 

game parturition areas (May 1- June 30) will apply in portions of the Project Area.  Refer to 

critical winter range and parturition maps for closure areas. 

If Devon requests an exemption to the elk parturition stipulations in June 2009, field surveys will 

be required to determine animal presence and consultation with the WGFD will occur prior to the 

approval of the resumption of any seismic exploration activity in the parturition area (Figure 2-3 

in map pocket).  Should an exemption be granted, helicopter flights will commence from the west 

and progress eastward towards Little Mountain, unless otherwise agreed upon. 

16. Devon will use a qualified botanist to identify, delineate, and monitor Ownbey’s thistle plant sites 

that could be impacted by project activities.  No project activities, including vehicle and foot-

traffic, shot hole drilling, and detonation of charges, within a 50-ft. radius of the boundary of 

identified sub-populations will occur.   

17. Devon will adhere to setbacks or “buffer zones” from sensitive resources that are set forth in the 

following tables.  

Sensitive Resource Setback Distance 

Springs  1,320 feet (1/4 mile) 

Riparian Areas 500 feet 

Streams 100 feet 

Archeological Sites 100 feet 

Slopes greater than 25% Drilling not allowed 

State and County Road ROW 100 feet 

 



18. Devon will adhere to setbacks or “buffer zones” from human built features that are set forth in the 

following tables.  

Offset in Feet, from Certain Objects (based on pounds of explosive charge) 

Object ½ lb 1 lb 2 lbs 3 lbs 5 lbs 
6 to 10 

lbs 

11 to 

15 lbs 

16 to 

20 lbs 

Pipeline less than 6” diameter 50’ 100’ 150’ 150’ 200’ 250’ 300’ 400’ 

Pipeline 6” to 12” diameter 75’ 150’ 200’ 200’ 300’ 400’ 500’ 600’ 

Pipeline greater than 12” 

diameter 
100’ 200’ 250’ 250’ 300’ 500’ 600’ 800’ 

Telephone line 20’ 20’ 30’ 40’ 40’ 50’ 50’ 50’ 

Railroad Track or main 

paved Highway 
50’ 100’ 150’ 150’ 150’ 220’ 280’ 350’ 

Electric Powerline (Shot 

holes not to exceed 200’ 

depth) 

75’ 100’ 200’ 200’ 200’ 200’ 250’ 300’ 

Water wells, buildings, 

underground cistern, and all 

other similar objects 

225’ 300’ 400’ 450’ 700’ 800’ 1000’ 1200’ 

Brick and/or concrete block 

buildings 
275’ 400’ 500’ 600’ 800’ 1000’ 1200’ 1500’ 

Producing oil and gas well 250’ 450’ 600’ 700’ 800’ 900’ 1000’ 1000’ 

Irrigation wells 500’ 800’ 1000’ 1200’ 1500’ 2000’ 2500’ 2500’ 

19. Any pygmy rabbit burrows located during the wildlife survey will be protected with an 800 foot 

buffer from the shot holes to minimize the chance of burrow collapse and mortality to individuals. 

20. Any midget faded rattlesnake dens located during the wildlife survey will be protected with an 

800 foot buffer from the shot holes to minimize the chance of den collapse and mortality to 

individuals. 

21. The operator is responsible for informing all persons associated with this project that they shall be 

subject to prosecution for damaging, altering, excavating or removing any archaeological, 

historical, or vertebrate fossil objects or sites. If archaeological, historical, or vertebrate fossil 

materials are discovered, the Operator is to suspend all operations that further disturb such 

materials and immediately contact the Authorized Officer.  Operations are not to resume until 

written authorization to proceed is issued by the Authorized Officer.  

Within five (5) working days, the Authorized Officer will evaluate the discovery and inform the 

Operator of actions that will be necessary to prevent loss of significant cultural or scientific 

values. The Operator is responsible for the cost of any mitigation required by the Authorized 

Officer. The Authorized Officer will provide technical and procedural guidelines for the 

implementation of mitigation. Upon verification from the Authorized Officer that the required 

mitigation has been completed, the Operator will be allowed to resume operations.  



22. The Operator shall notify the Authorized Officer, by telephone, with written confirmation, 

immediately upon the discovery of human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, or objects of 

cultural patrimony. The Operator shall immediately stop all activities in the vicinity of the 

discovery and protect it until notified to proceed by the Authorized Officer  

23. Shot holes will be backfilled and plugged, in accordance with the Wyoming Oil and Gas 

Conservation Commission requirements, after they are loaded with the explosive charge.  Any 

cuttings resulting from shot hole drilling, and not used in backfilling the shot hole, will be 

scattered around the immediate area to blend with the natural terrain and to reduce visual impacts. 

24. All equipment will be power washed prior to entering state, private, and federal lands to help 

mitigate the spread of noxious plants. 

25. Vehicles and drill rigs will carry fire extinguishers, shovels to extinguish any fires that are 

accidentally started by the seismic operations.   

26. If oil, lubricants and other petroleum or man-made products are accidentally spilled onto the 

ground surface the BLM will be contacted and provided specific information about the spill 

and/or leak.  Spills or leaks will be remediated and any contaminated soil or other material will be 

disposed of at an authorized facility. 

27. Signs will be placed on nearby roads to discourage recreationists and other travelers from 

entering the work areas. 

28. The operator shall be responsible for the prevention and suppression of fires on public lands 

caused by its employees, contractors or subcontractors.  During conditions of extreme fire danger, 

surface use operations may be limited or suspended in specific areas.  

29. All flagging, lath, pin flags, and similar materials used in the seismic project will be removed 

from public land and disposed of at an authorized landfill 

30. When crossing private surface 43 CFR 3814 regulations must be complied with.  When crossing 

public surface off-lease the operator must have an approved rights-of-way agreement.  

31. If soil is disturbed to the extent that erosion is likely or visual impacts are readily apparent, the 

disturbed areas will be rehabilitated utilizing the following techniques: 

a. Ruts and vehicle tracks will be filled with soil and/or obliterated by either hand raking or 

some other method.   When completing this work, care will be taken to minimize 

disturbance to surrounding lands that have not been disturbed.  All areas where 

rehabilitation work is accomplished will be reseeded with the approved seed  

b. The seeded area should be hand raked to assure the seed is covered with approximately ¼ 

to ½ inch of soil.  This seeding should be accomplished during the late fall, in October or 

November, before moisture conditions become prohibitive.    

32. The recommended seed mix for the proposal area is shown below.  The mix used should be based 

on the type of soil present.  These species are suitable to the area and have the best chance to 

successfully revegetate disturbed areas.  Reseeding should be completed after September 1 and 

prior to ground frost, or after frost has melted and prior to May 15.  Fall seeding after the 

potential for germination is the preferred method.  Additional seeding may be necessary in order 

to attain successful revegetation where soils are stable and vegetative composition and 



establishment are similar to other naturally occurring disturbances.  At that time BLM determines 

the reclamation is acceptable for bond release.   



 

BLM APPROVED SEED MIX A – Loamy Clay 

Grasses – USE ALL lbs/acre 

Thickspike wheatgrass 6 

Indian ricegrass 2 

Sandberg bluegrass or Bluebunch wheatgrass 6 

Bottlebrush squirreltail 2 

 

Shrubs – USE TWO, (in winter range – use big 

sagebrush) 

lbs/acre 

Basin or Wyoming big sagebrush 1 

Shadscale 1 

Winterfat 2 

Gardners saltbush 2 

Four wing saltbush 2 

 

Forbs – USE TWO  lbs/acre 

scarlet globemallow ½ 

Lupine ½ 

blue flax ¼ 

Rocky Mountain penstemon 1/2 

 

BLM APPROVED SEED MIX B – Sandy 

Grasses – USE ALL lbs/acre 

Needle and thread grass 6 

Thickspike wheatgrass 6 

Indian ricegrass 3 

Bottlebrush squirreltail 2 

Bluebunch wheatgrass 2 

 

Shrubs – USE TWO, (in winter range – use big 

sagebrush) 

lbs/acre 

Shadscale 1 

spiny hopsage 1 

 

Forbs – USE TWO  lbs/acre 

Northern Sweetvetch ½ 

Louisiana (Prairie) sagebrush ½ 

33. At the Proposed Project completion, a final inspection will also be completed by the BLM 

Authorized Officer (AO).  Additional reclamation will be carried out if required by the BLM AO. 

34. A Sundry Notice (subsequent report) must be submitted including the date of initial seeding and a 

copy of the seed tags used for seeding within the project area.  



35. Devon is responsible for control of all invasive/noxious weed species on any and all disturbed 

sites. Devon is responsible for consultation with the BLM Authorized Officer and/or local 

authorities for acceptable weed control methods, and shall comply with the following:  

Use of pesticides/herbicides shall comply with all applicable RMP requirements, and Federal and 

State laws. Pesticides/herbicides shall be used only in accordance with their registered uses, 

within limitations imposed by the Secretary of the Interior.  Prior to the use of the 

pesticides/herbicides, the lease holder shall obtain from the Authorized Officer, written approval 

of a Pesticide/Herbicide Use Proposal Plan showing the type and quantity of material to be used, 

pest(s) to be controlled, method of application, locations of storage and disposal of containers, 

and any other information deemed necessary by the Authorized Officer.  

Applicator(s) of chemicals used must have completed the pesticide/herbicide certification training 

and have a current up-to-date Certified Pesticide/Herbicide Applicator’s License.  

36. All reclamation shall be completed in accordance with Onshore Order No. 1. 

37. Devon may request an exception in writing to the above Conditions of Approval.  Any exceptions 

to the Conditions of Approval must have prior written approval from the AO.  The exception 

requests must explain the reason(s) for the exception, and the conditions that exist that would no 

longer require the Conditions of Approval.  All data supporting the exception must accompany 

the written request. 

Decisions on waivers, exceptions, or modifications submitted after seismic work has commenced 

are final and are not subject to administrative review by the State Director or appeal pursuant to 

43 CFR part 4. 

 




