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PUBLIC SCOPING STATEMENT
 
CHOKECHERRY AND SIERRA MADRE WIND ENERGY PROJECT
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

RAWLINS FIELD OFFICE
 

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

Power Company of Wyoming, LLC, filed applications for a wind energy project located within the 
jurisdictional boundary of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Rawlins Field Office.  The 
project is known as the Chokecherry and Sierra Madre Wind Energy Project.  The wind energy 
project area comprises approximately 98,500 acres located within Townships 19 and 20 North, 
Ranges 85 through 87 West for the Chokecherry area, and Townships 16 through 18 North, 
Ranges 87 through 89 West for the Sierra Madre area.  The project occurs in a “checker board” 
land ownership pattern area with approximately half of the land being BLM public land, and 
approximately half being private and State of Wyoming ownership.  

The proposed 2,000 megawatts (MW) of production will be provided by approximately 675, 
2-MW turbines proposed to be constructed in the Chokecherry area portion of the project, and 
approximately 325, 2-MW turbines proposed to be constructed in the Sierra Madre portion of the 
project area.  Other associated facilities required by the project will include access roads, 
underground electric gathering lines, an overhead electric transmission line, and electric 
substations to interconnect the generated power to the National electric grid.  The project will 
utilize newly constructed roads in addition to existing roads. 

The project will require approximately two to three years for construction, with an in-service 
target date of late-2012. The project will operate continuously, except for maintenance 
shutdowns on individual wind turbine generators, with a projected 30 year life.  

RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING PLANS AND DOCUMENTS 

Great Divide Resource Management Plan - The Great Divide Resource Management Plan 
(GDRMP) (November 8, 1990) provides management direction for resources contained within 
the Rawlins Field Office area. Under the BLM Lands Program, public lands are available for use 
by utility and transportation systems while supporting the goals and objectives of other resource 
programs (BLM 1990).  The GDRMP is currently being revised under the title of Rawlins 
Resource Management Plan. The Final EIS for the Rawlins RMP was released in January 2008. 
A decision for the Chokecherry and Sierra Madre Wind Energy EIS will not be made nor 
implemented until after a Record of Decision is issued for the Rawlins RMP FEIS.  The revised 
Rawlins RMP states, “Proposals for location of wind energy development would be considered 
on a case-by-case basis and subject to a site-specific NEPA analysis.  Areas with important or 
sensitive resource values would be excluded or avoided” (BLM 2008).  In the proposed plan, the 
potential exists for wind energy development to not be in conformance with VRM Class III. 
Therefore, the need for a land use plan amendment to modify a visual resource management 
class is being evaluated.    
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Scoping Statement - Chokecherry and Sierra Madre Wind Energy Project 

Environmental Impact Statement 


BLM Record of Decision and Final Programmatic EIS for Wind Energy Development - The 
EIS will incorporate/tier from the Record of Decision and Final Programmatic EIS for Wind 
Energy Development on BLM Administered Lands in the Western United States.  (BLM 2005) 

Use Authorizations - Use authorizations (i.e., rights-of-way) for the wind project area, and off-
project access roads and transmission lines will be processed in accordance with the Federal 
Land Policy Management Act, Title V (43 U.S.C.1761), regulations at 43 CFR § 2800, and the 
BLM Wind Energy Policy. 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT 

On reviewing the Power Company of Wyoming, LLC, proposal, the BLM has determined an EIS 
will be prepared pursuant to Section 102 (2)(C) of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
of 1969. The EIS will address the proposed action and a range of reasonable alternatives 
including a no action alternative.  The EIS will analyze the impacts of issuing rights-of-way for 
the wind energy project and ancillary facilities (consisting of access roads, electric power 
gathering cables, an electric transmission line, and electric substations). 

One element of NEPA is scoping.  Scoping activities are conducted prior to the preparation of 
an EIS to provide the following: 

•	 determination of reasonable development alternatives to be considered in the document 
•	 identification of environmental and socioeconomic issues of concern related to the 

proposed project 
•	 determination of the depth and range of analyses for issues addressed in the document 

This scoping statement has been prepared to enable government agencies, the general public, 
and other interested parties to participate in, and contribute to, the analysis process.  Public 
input is important in establishing the scope of analysis for any NEPA document, and the BLM 
encourages public participation. 

IDENTIFIED RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ISSUES AND CONCERNS 

The following issues and concerns have been identified to-date.  This list is not meant to be all-
inclusive, but rather to serve as a starting point for public input.  Once all issues and concerns 
have been gathered through scoping and BLM consideration of the project, corresponding 
resource disciplines will be identified to conduct analysis for individual issues and concerns. 

•	 potential impacts to cultural and historical resources 
•	 potential effects upon wildlife and their habitats 
•	 potential impacts to sensitive soils 
•	 potential impacts to ground water resources  
•	 potential visual impacts and conformance with existing VRM classes 
•	 potential impacts from emissions and dust resulting from construction activities 
•	 potential conflicts between development activities and recreational activities 
•	 social and economic impacts to local communities 
•	 reclamation of disturbed areas and control of nonnative plants  
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Scoping Statement - Chokecherry and Sierra Madre Wind Energy Project 

Environmental Impact Statement 


•	 impacts of increased traffic and associated effects upon county, state, and BLM roads 
and highways 

•	 cumulative effects of the wind development activities when combined with other ongoing 
and proposed developments on lands in jurisdiction of the BLM Rawlins Field Office 

INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAM 

Based upon current understanding of issues, concerns, and opportunities, an interdisciplinary 
team made up of the following resource specialists within the BLM Wyoming State Office and 
the Rawlins Field Office has been identified.  

•	 Realty Specialist 
•	 NEPA Specialist 
•	 Archaeologist 
•	 Wildlife Biologist 
•	 Hydrologist 
•	 Recreation Planner and Visual Resource Specialist 
•	 Engineer 
•	 Soils Scientist 
•	 Geologist 
•	 Range Management Specialist 
•	 Fisheries Biologist 
•	 Natural Resource Specialist (Oil and Gas)  
•	 Natural Resource Specialist ( Reclamation) 
•	 Air Specialist 

TIMING NEEDS AND REQUIREMENTS 

Government agencies, the public, and other interested parties are encouraged to participate 
throughout the environmental analysis process to help in identifying alternatives to be 
considered, issues or concerns that should be assessed, mitigation opportunities, and any other 
comments or ideas to help ensure that the analysis process is comprehensive.  After a 45-day 
scoping period is completed, and the Draft EIS is prepared, it will be released to the public for 
review and comment. 

Please submit your scoping comments to:  

Heather Nino, Realty Specialist 

Bureau of Land Management
 

Rawlins Field Office 

1300 North Third Street 


Rawlins WY 82301 


E-mail: WYMail_PCW_Windfarm@blm.gov 


Please refer to the “Chokecherry and Sierra Madre Wind Energy Project” in your response. 
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Scoping Statement - Chokecherry and Sierra Madre Wind Energy Project 

Environmental Impact Statement 


REFERENCE DOCUMENTS 

Great Divide Resource Area Record of Decision and Approved Resource Management Plan. 
(1990) Prepared by the U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management, 
Rawlins Field Office, Rawlins, Wyoming. 

Record of Decision and Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement for Wind Energy 
Development on BLM Administered Lands in the Western United States.  (2005) 
Prepared by the U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 

Proposed Resource Management Plan and Final Environmental Impact Statement for Public 
Lands Administered by the Bureau of Land Management, Rawlins Field Office, 
Wyoming. (2008) Prepared by the U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land 
Management, Rawlins Field Office, Rawlins, Wyoming. 

4
 



Pro
pose

d Ove
rh

ea
d Electr

ic 

Tr
an

sm
is

si
on 

Line 

Contin
ental Divide Trail 

Contin
ental Divide Trail 

Ch e ro k e e T ra i l 

Overland Trail 

Rawlins-Ft. 

W
ash Trail 

Rawlin
s-B

aggs Trail 

O ve r l an d T ra il 

X
:\0Projects\12907_001_W

yom
ing_W

ind\Figures\FiguresU
nspecified\G

eneralLocationFigure_N
oTurbines_20080722.m

xd 

Rawlins 287 

3080 CC-North-02 CC-North-03 (Rail) Sinclair 
Proposed 100 Acre CC-North-04 

CC-North-01 Intermodal Staging Area 
Proposed 150 Acre 

Proposed 160 Acre Staging Area 
Combined Electric Substation 80 
Site and Staging Area 

CC-East-01 

CC-West-01 
Proposed 40 Acre 

Staging Area CC-East-01A 

CC-West-02 
Chokecherry 4 Chokecherry 1 CC-East-01B 

Proposed 80 Acre 
Staging Area 

Chokecherry 3 

Chokecherry 6 
Proposed 40 Acre 
Staging Area 

71 Ch o k ech e rry 
(72,835 Acres) 

Chokecherry 5 

Chokecherry 2 

Proposed 40 Acre 
Staging Area 

CC-South-01 

SM-North-01 

Proposed 160 Acre 
Combined Electric Substation 

Site and Staging Area Sierra Madre 1 

Proposed 50 Acre 
Electric Substation Site 

Si e r r a M a d r e 

Sierra Madre 3 
( 2 5, 64 2 A cre s) 

Sierra Sierra Madre 2 

Madre 4 

SM-East-01 

Proposed 40 Acre 
Staging Area 

Proposed 40 Acre 
Staging Area 

SM-East-02 

90 

LEGEND Chokecherry and Sierra Madre 
CONTINENTAL DIVIDE TRAIL 90 METEOROLOGICAL TOWER Wind Energy Project 
PROPOSED STAGING AREA 25 PROPOSED ACCESS POINT 

Wyoming PROPOSED SUBSTATION PROPOSED ACCESS ROAD Project Location Map 
2 1 0 2PROPOSED SUBSTATION Rawlins Carbo n PROPOSED POWERLINE ROUTE Coun ty Area AND STAGING AREA Scale in Miles 80 

HISTORIC TRAIL of AECOM July, 2008 ENSR PROPOSED PROJECT AREA Detail 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




