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Decision: 

 

Based on the environmental analysis and Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI), it is my 

decision to implement the modified treatment alternative for the Wyoming Range Mule Deer 

Habitat Project EA DOI-BLM-WY-100-EA14-46. 

 

Rationale for Decision: 

The purpose of the modified treatment alternative is to improve vegetation condition in mule 

deer winter, transitional and parturition ranges.  Objectives include increasing sagebrush vigor 

and productivity, increasing sagebrush regeneration, increasing forb and grass diversity and 

composition, release younger sagebrush, and increasing aspen regeneration in the project area. 

The need for action is to support the Pinedale RMP objective to maintain and enhance big game 

habitat and particularly to address declining mule deer habitat conditions. The action will also 

support big game populations at Wyoming Game and Fish planning objective levels. 

The modified treatment alternative is in conformance with the Pinedale Resource Management 

Plan, Record of Decision November 26, 2008.  All applicable resources are described in the 

affected environment section and effects to these resources are analyzed in the environmental 

effects section.  Treatments will be surveyed for cultural resources and all eligible sites will be 



avoided.  Wildlife timing restrictions will be applied according to the Pinedale RMP.  The 

modified treatment alternative does not cause any undue or unnecessary environmental 

degradation, and should provide for additional improvement of vegetation.   The modified 

treatment alternative is in conformance with and will help meet rangeland health standards in the 

Pinedale and Rock Springs Field Offices. 

The modified treatment alternative was developed through analysis to implement the treatment 

best suited to the soil, aspect and current condition of the plant community.  The modified 

treatment alternative also most-closely mimics the historic plant community variability through 

use of mosaic treatment patterns.  This action provides permittees with a schedule for treatments 

and allows advance planning to occur to meet rest requirements for each treatment. 

A public scoping letter, public and individual meetings with affected parties and interested 

publics, and internal discussions occurred throughout the development of this proposal. 

Appeal Procedures:  

 

This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in 

accordance with the regulations contained in 43 CFR, Part 4. If an appeal is taken, your notice of 

appeal must be filed in this office (at the above address) within 30 days from receipt of this 

decision. The appellant has the burden of showing that the decision appealed from is in error. 

If you wish to file a petition pursuant to regulation 43 CFR 4.21 (58 FR 4939, January 19, 1993) 

for a stay of the effectiveness of this decision during the time that your appeal is being reviewed 

by the Board, the petition for a stay must accompany your notice of appeal. A petition for a stay 

is required to show sufficient justification based on the standards listed below. Copies of the 

notice of appeal and petition for a stay must also be submitted to each party named in this 

decision and to the Interior Board of Land Appeals and to the appropriate Office of the Solicitor 

(see 43 CFR 4.413) at the same time the original documents are filed with this office. If you 

request a stay, you have the burden of proof to demonstrate that a stay should be granted. 

 

 

 

 




