C-1
EG-5-1

—G-]
EG-5-2

-2 -
EG-5-3

EG-5

0
-

2/8/08 PIMEDALE BLM

Caleb Hiner 2006FEB 11 AMII: 21
PAPA RDSEIS Project Manager

1625 W. Pine St.

P. O. Box 768

Pinedale, WY

82941

cc: Chuck Otto
David Vlcek

Dear Sirs,

I’m writing to present the comments of the Alliance for Historic Wyoming to the PAPA
RDSEIS. These comments should be considered in addition to the letter of Lesley
Wischmann dated 8/3/07 and those we made in a conference call with staff on 1/31/08.
We appreciate the opportunity to provide input on this document and, hopefully, on the
management of PAPA.

As you may know, the Alliance for Historic Wyoming is a non-profit citizen’s advocacy
group that focuses on historical and cultural resource preservation.

Given that PAPA encompasses two river corridors, the Lander Trail SRMZ—and these
three areas contain important cultural and historical resources—, and that over 500
archeological sites have already been discovered in PAPA, we urge the agency to be
highly vigilant over possible impacts to resources discovered and undiscovered. When
we read in the RDSEIS that an operator made major disturbances only 100 feet from the
Lander Trail, when there is supposed to a buffer of one-quarter mile, we would like to
stress the need for agency oversight. This leads to our first points.

1. Agency protocol regarding on-site oversight and monitoring of all earthmoving activity
should be rigorously followed; and

2. The agency should conduct increased and improved in-house training for all
responsible parties, from equipment operators, to managers, to corporate liaisons with the
agency; and

3. Insofar as possible, the operators should be made aware of the positive aspects of
compliance with applicable agreements, protocols, laws and regulations, as well as
possible negative consequences of violations.

Given that with ten operators working within the project area, there may be significant
divergence of goals and approaches, we:
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4. Urge the agency to develop a PAPA-wide agreement, protocol and stiﬁuﬁélé{ibﬁsidééiﬁi}g,'
with the protection of cultural and historical resources.
C200BFEB 11 AMII: 2]

Since it appears likely that year-round drilling will be approved, we urge the agency to:

5. Limit earth-moving activities to snow-free months and also times in which the ground
is not frozen. Insofar as this is a part of the statewide BLM stipulations, we urge
complete operator compliance.

We are deeply concerned about the destruction of the historic Lander Trail view shed.
Given the level of development along the Lander Trail SRMZ, it is simply not possible to
truly mitigate these impacts. Drilling rigs and drill pads were not part of the historic
landscape in the emigrant period. Having said that, we support the agency attempts to
install interpretive material to explain the discrepancy, and we also support the use of
camouflage paints to somewhat lessen the visual impacts.

6. We are concerned and troubled that the size, scope and duration of this project will
provide continued negative impacts on historic vistas, air quality, and historic tourism
opportunities. The transformation of a relatively untouched area of Wyoming, rich in
historical and cultural resources, into a highly industrialized area that compromises the
qualities of open space, clean air, and historic vistas is really not something that can be
mitigated in any large sense. Nevertheless, we welcome agency attempts to provide for
small-scale mitigation. We support operator-supplied funding for mitigation efforts, but
urge the agency to seek funding to mitigate cultural and historical impacts; and

7. All applicable state and federal laws and regulations regarding protection of
antiquities, cultural and historic resources, and the Lander Trail SRMZ should continue to

be enforced.

One possible positive aspect of this intense and long-lasting development activity is the
discovery of archeological resources of historic and pre-historic human activity. While it
is good to document and study these findings, we believe that insofar as these discoveries
take place on the public domain, the interested public should be made aware of these
finds and findings.

8. We urge the agency to undertake significant public outreach to teach and explain what
resources have been discovered in PAPA. We urge the agency to work with local and
state schools (K-12, colleges and universities), museums, and interest groups, and we
further urge the agency to catalogue and deposit important finds in publicly available

collections.

9. Given that the size and scope of this project, as well as possible expansions within the
PAPA, Jonah and other areas of the Upper Green River Valley, we urge the agency to
consider further revisions to its RMP that will take into account two vastly important
areas: socio-economic, cultural and other impacts to the towns of Pinedale, Boulder,
Daniel with the continually-increasing natural gas development; and, further and updated
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historic view sheds.

analysis of air quality issues downwind from the project areas, particularly the impacted
wilderness areas in the Wind River Mountains, as well as continued visual impacts to

Finally, we would like to continue to assist the agency in its efforts. We, therefore:
—
~ | B | 10. Ask to participate as party to the Shell/Ultra Programmatic Agreement on mitigating
©1 &l effects to setting along the Lander Trail.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Truly,
A 00 H dbinn
Kevin Holdsworth

Alliance for Historic Wyoming
P.O. Box 428, A-673

Rock Springs, WY 82902
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