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February 11, 2008

Mr. Caleb Hiner

Bureau of Land Management
1625 Pine Street

P.O. Box 768

Pinedale, WY 82941

Dear Mr. Hiner

Anmerica urgently needs to continue efforts to develop our abundant energy resources, such as
Wyoming’s natural gas fields. That’s why Americans for American Energy (AAE) strongly
support the operators new Proposed Action to conduct year-round development in Wyoming’s
Pinedale Anticline Project Area (PAPA). The government estimates that the Pinedale Anticline is
the nation’s 2™ largest natural gas field with enough clean-burning natural gas to supply ten
million homes annually for more than 30 years.

It is unfortunate that some extremists continue to try to curtail U.S. production of our natural
resources. Particularly at a time when crude oil is approaching $100/bbl, financial markets are
tightening, foreign energy suppliers are sending predatory signals, and consumer prices continue
to increase.

According to the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA), the U.S. is the 2™ largest natural
gas producer, with the 6" largest reserve, in the world. Despite our natural gas production, the
nation is not able to meet current demand, resulting in the U.S. having the highest natural gas
prices is the world. According to Rice University's Baker Institute for Public Policy, the U.S.
currently imports about 20 percent of our natural gas. Without our ability to thoughtfully access
and develop fields like Pinedale, our domestic energy situation will only get worse.

Current estimates indicate that the operators’ plan for year-round access with mitigation measures
could yield as much as 25 trillion cubic feet of natural gas. This is enough natural gas to:

Heat 10 million homes for 30 years;

Meet the electric power needs of the entire U.S. for more than 3 years;
Cover the industrial use of gas in the U.S. for more than 3 years; or
Meet total residential natural gas use for almost 5 years.

Utilizing the potential reserves from the Anticline will help improve price volatility in the energy
market and lessen the pressure that energy costs put on businesses.

With modern technology, this proposed enhanced development can be conducted in an
environmentally responsible manner. The operators have offered mitigation commitments that
will be implemented with their year-round access proposal. These mitigation commitments will
balance resource development and benefit the community around the Pinedale Anticline through
voluntary commitment to reducing human activity by the use of Liquids Gathering Systems and
Computer Assisted Operations, while also reducing rig nitrogen oxide (NOx) emissions. With
granted year-round access, the proposal will support ongoing wildlife research and promote
temporary suspension of leases in some areas to keep wildlife movement corridors open.
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The operators have offered a balanced long-term plan that will benefit the environment, wildlife
species, communities and business that rely on the PAPA. While the operators’ economic
interests in this project are acknowledged, their substantial voluntary mitigation commitments
show that they are not addressing natural gas development as a special interest. To maximize the
benefits of development to all of the competing resources—wildlife, environment, air and
community—the BLM cannot allow for the interests of one entity to override the many long-term
benefits to many that can be realized with a balanced management plan. Oil and gas activity
throughout the year does not mean that the PAPA will become an industrialized area. Rather,
year-round access allows for temporary development of the natural gas resource in an efficient
manner so that operators can begin to remove equipment from the field sooner than current
operations allow.

Further, domestic natural gas development in Pinedale will have a positive impact on the local
and regional economy and spur strong economic growth because it will create a year-round
workforce, provide a significant tax source for local communities and support Wyoming’s
business community. According to the Bureau of Land Management, the estimated royalties of
the area’s natural gas reserves are $16 billion, half of which would go to the State of Wyoming
and the other half to the federal government.

It is important to note that the RDSEIS does not clearly articulate an alternative that provides for
year-round access in specifically defined areas together with the mitigation package offered by
the operators. Though Alternative D of the RDSEIS appears to offer the best option to safely and
effectively access these resources, there are still additional improvements that need to be made to
Alternative D to make it true year-round access.

Year-round access is the basis for the mitigation package offered by the operators, a package that
effectively and economically provides a balanced approach to energy development and protection
of natural resources in the PAPA. Many of these mitigations cannot be accomplished without the
certainty of year-round access in the proposed development area and it is unreasonable to ask
industry to provide the mitigation package without that certainty. The BLM should clarify what
is included in Alternative D so that year-round access is clearly provided.

However, the RDSEIS includes a comprehensive analysis of potential environmental and social
impacts. Alternative D with modifications will minimize the amount of impacted surface area
while maximizing resource recovery through advanced technology and year-round development.
It will also ensure reduced air emissions, support ongoing wildlife research, and invest in
infrastructure to help sustain environmentally responsible development. Under the Proposed
Action, 92 percent of the Pinedale Anticline will be left undisturbed by natural gas development.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments. Americans for American Energy is a non-
profit, national coalition of energy consumers who believe that America must develop all of its
abundant energy resources for the benefit of its citizenry.

Sincerely,

J. Greg Schnacke

President & CEO

Americans for American Energy
350 Indiana Street, Suite 640
Golden, CO 80401
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