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Subject Pinedale Anticline SEIS

Dear Mr. Anderson and whomever else it may concern:

I'm writing to comment on the current SEIS for the Pinedale Anticline Project Area (PAPA). I'd like to
voice my support for Alternative A (No Action). Those of us who have seen Sublette County’'s energy
development boom of the past few years have already observed fairly major changes to our home, very
few of which have been for the better. Our wildlife, small-town culture, and air quality have all suffered
visibly, and the proposed escalation of gas drilling in Alternatives B and C would make it so much worse. |
understand the need for and benefits of energy development in the PAPA, but | feel the current pace is
quite rapid enough, and strongly discourage you from increasing it. The gas isn’t going
anywhere...wouldn't it be a better management practice to keep drilling at a reasonable rate so that our
other resources aren’t so heavily damaged?

The SEIS itself acknowledges what local residents already know, that the only benefit of granting the
Operators’ requests for increased production is in the Socioeconomic category (actually much more
economic than social). All other Environmental Impacts categories are projected by the BLM’s own
estimates to decline or suffer, often significantly. | appreciate the attempts of Alternative C to mitigate
some of the drilling impacts, but it is not strict enough. It needs to keep seasonal drilling restrictions in
place to protect what's left of our crucial winter wildlife range. Air quality guidelines must be strictly
enforced with clearly defined consequences for violations. Also, new wells and roads should be limited to
areas in or immediately adjacent to the concentrated development area on the Anticline Crest.

The people of Sublette County, as well as tourists from around the nation and world, greatly value its
wildlife and scenery. Plainly stated, escalation of energy development will finish the already noticeable
decline of these resources, perhaps irreversibly and likely for much longer than the projected 60-year
lifespan of the project. Maybe transient energy developers and government agents who have no
permanent stake in this community are willing to forever sacrifice Sublette County’s natural treasures for
the sake of a few years’ worth of jobs and tax revenues, but those of us who call this place home are not.

Local residents feel like the BLM will not listen to our wishes for how we want our own public lands
managed, no matter what we say or how intelligently we comment. We're starting to resent paying taxes
to fund the salaries of those entrusted with our lands’ management but apparently uncaring of our input.
Here's your chance to prove that you don’t regard us as ignorant hicks who can’t understand the science
behind the project. Show us that the system works and that public comment can actually have some
effect on the BLM’s actions, rather than being just a required formality whose results will be ignored. |
believe the BLM can find ways to develop gas drilling here responsibly, in a balanced and less destructive
manner than that proposed by the current Alternatives B & C.

Thank you for considering my comments,
Loretta Walters Huston
Daniel, Wyoming
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