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Matt Anderson, Project Manager April 3, 2007
Pinedale Field Office R TPT

P.O. Box 768 Brote e et D

Pinedale, WY 82941

Dear Matt:

| would like to submit the following comments on the Pinedale Anticline DSEIS. These
pertain to mule deer and sage-grouse conservation issues and are offered from my
perspective as a former member of the Pinedale Anticline Working Group and as a
current member of the Upper Green River Basin Sage-Grouse Working Group.

It has been my experience on the above citizen advisory committees that the energy
industry generally shows little interest in broad landscape efforts to lessen the
impacts to wildlife from mineral development. Industry’s role in off-site mitigation and
the funding of research is of value but comprehensive conservation measures that
include withholding tracts from leasing, forfeiting leases, deferring development,
altering the pace of development or participating in pre-development planning for the
benefit of wildlife are generally and often adamantly opposed by industry. Given
industry’s stance, it seems imperative that the BLM take a hard look at the direct,
indirect and cumulative consequences of the preferred alternative and impose strict
conditions for the further development of the PAPA that will seriously address the
threats to wildlife resources. In my opinion, the DSEIS fails at this task.

The components of the proposal may reduce surface disturbance and human activity
but the DSEIS acknowledges that these may well be entirely insufficient for the future
of sage-grouse and wintering mule deer given the massive scope and pace of this
project. There is no mention in the draft of what will be done if these populations
continue to decline - an apparent abandonment of the “adaptive management”
concept which was the central theme of the 2000 PAPA ROD. There are no
assurances that some level of development won't occur outside of the “core areas”
and no mention of where “undeveloped blocks” will be or how large. There is no
discussion of the precedent-setting implications of the removal of seasonal
protections for breeding sage-grouse or wintering mule deer. This proposed
abandonment of seasonal stipulations, in addition to the immediate further
suppression of sage-grouse and mule deer populations on the PAPA, will likely set
an onerous precedent for year-round drilling elsewhere in the region regardiess of
impacts to deer, grouse, pronghorn or any other sagebrush obligate species.

The mitigation of further significant and, quite probably, catastrophic impacts to mule
deer and sage-grouse populations on the PAPA will require: (1) the periphery of the
project area to be closed to new development until industry’s core development areas
have been fully developed and reclaimed; (2) the incorporation of specific mule deer
and sage-grouse population thresholds that will trigger clearly defined adaptive
management changes for the conservation of these species and their habitats near
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current levels on the project area; (3) maintenance of and strict compliance with
seasonal stipulations for the protection of breeding sage-grouse and wintering mule
deer.

The BLM is well aware that monitoring and research to date have clearly
demonstrated significant adverse impacts to mule deer and sage-grouse populations
on the Pinedale Anticline from six years of development. In light of the BLM's refusal
to place any limits on the pace of development, it is vital that large undeveloped areas,
population threshold limits and seasonal stipulations are explicitly incorporated into
the proposed project. The best available science indicates that without these
protections, almost certainly a large segment of the Sublette Deer Herd will be lost
and sage-grouse - a species considered for ESA listing - will be extirpated from the
project area.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the PAPA DSEIS.

Sincerely,

—

obert R. Barrett
P.O. Box 408
Pinedale, WY 82941
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