I am writing this letter to express our concern about the pace gas fields and coal bed
methane development in the state of Wyoming We are fortunate to have a wealth of
natural resources and the resultant royalties that help keep our taxes low. We are also
fortunate to have an abundance of world class scenery & wildlife populations which
contribute greatly to our happiness and our economic well being.

Historically the development and use of our extractive resources has resulted in
boom and bust cycles in our state and local economies. This trend seems to be continuing
with the way our natural gas and coal bed methane resources are being developed. The
current pace of development seems designed to extractive resources as quickly & easily
as possible with little regard for the consequences. This fast track policy will result in
several effects we believe will be detrimental to the long term economic well being,
health and quality of life for the residents of Wyoming. Instead of spreading the
economic benefits over the long term, the current policy will perpetuate the boom &
bust cycles of the past. This fast track policy will result in increased instances of health
problems related to air and water contamination from the by products of the resources
development. There will be an increase in particulate matter p ut into the atmosphere
during exploration and production. This will result in a decrease in air quality not only
from a health viewpoint but also a decrease in air clarity. Wyoming is famous for its
world class scenery which brings people from all over the world to visit our state and
spend money here. This scenery will not be as attractive viewed through a brown haze.
The same people also travel to our state to see our magnificent wildlife. Studies are
showing a level of wildlife disruption and displacement that will only increase as the
number of density of wells increase. Large numbers of people in our state rely on income
from the tourism and outfitting industries. These industries rely on accessible abundant &
varied wildlife.

There are several policies I would like to see put in place to deal with extractive
industries working on our public lands.

1) On Public lands the best available technology should always be required.

2) Existing winter habitat closure rules should be enforced. No more exemptions

simply to make it more profitable for the extractive industries.

3) Some areas are just too special or sensitive to be used for industrial
development, at least at this time. Technology for extraction will only
improve over time, so the impacts will decrease. These special areas need to
be identified and preserved for future generations.
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Industry is in business to make as much money as possible as quickly as possible
for their shareholders. It is not in their best interest to worry about our economic well
being, our health, or our quality of life. It is up to us as citizens and you as our elected
representatives, to look out for our best interests. As a rminder: our resources will never
be worth less than they are today and extraction technology will never be more crude
than it is today. Why the rush?

I ask you to please keep these thoughts in mind whenever you consider policies or
legislation involving extractive industries and their activities in our state.

Respectfully,
Ken Schaible, Grace & Gene Pike, Jeff & Diane Palmer
PO Box 3890 Po Box 5187 Po Box 5185

Alpine, WY 83128 Etna, WY 83118 Etna, WY 83113





