— V-]

— V]2 —

=FL-1m=

T -

FL-1

April 2007

Matt Anderson, Project Manager
Bureau of Land Management
Pinedale Field Office

P.O. Box 768

Pinedale, WY 82941

SUBJECT: Comments on Pinedale Anticline Project Area Draft Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement (PAPA DSEIS)

Dear Mr. Anderson:

This letter encourages BLM to specifically recognize conservation easements as a meaningful compensatory
(offsite) mitigation tool in any final decision regarding the PAPA DSEIS and its implementing practices and
procedures.

Both BLM and the Operators agree that any final decision on the Operators’ proposal should include a mitigation
component. The PAPA DSEIS defines mitigation as “avoiding the impact altogether by not taking a certain action
or parts of an action; minimizing impacts by limiting the degree of magnitude of the action and its implementation;
rectifying the impact by repairing, rehabilitating, or restoring the affected environment; reducing or eliminating the
impact over time by preservation and maintenance operations during the life of the action; and/or compensating for
the impact by replacing or providing substitute resources or environments” (emphasis added).

The PAPA DSEIS repeatedly recognizes mitigation—including, by definition, offsite mitigation—as a necessary
part of any decision regarding the Operators’ proposal. The Operators have indicated a willingness to provide for
offsite mitigation as part of their operations.

Any mitigation component must include a meaningful offsite mitigation component to adequately address the
majority of key issues identified during scoping (e.g., “conservation of wildlife, need for wildlife mitigation, wildlife
displaced to private land, declining wildlife populations, effects to surface water and groundwater, and air-quality”).
Onsite mitigation cannot do it alone.

Conservation easements offer the most effective, longest-lasting offsite mitigation tool available. They’re market-
based, permanent, and eliminate or severely restrict the biggest threat to habitats on vital private land used by
wildlife inhabiting and migrating through the PAPA during their annual cycles: residential and commercial
development. Eliminating these threats means wildlife from sage grouse to mule deer to pronghorn can continue to
benefit from these properties’ vital habitat forever.

A wide variety of government agencies and non-governmental organizations repeatedly endorse conservation
easements as a significant tool to conserve and improve habitat function, including BLM, the Wyoming Game and
Fish Department, the Wyoming Department of Agriculture, the NRCS, the Tom Thorne Sage Grouse Conservation
Fund and the University of Wyoming.

Please consider these comments as you work toward a final decision on the Operators’ proposal. And please
specifically recognize conservation easements as a meaningful compensatory (offsite) mitigation tool in that
decision.

Sincerely,
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