
   

 
 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Public Comments and BLM Responses on the Draft SEIS 

Form Letters 


Comment Number FL-1-1-M-1 

Comment 

This letter encourages BLM to specifically recognize conservation easements as a meaningful 
compensatory (offsite) mitigation tool in any final decision regarding the PAPA DSEIS and its 
implementing practices and procedures. 

Response 

Thank you for your comment, the BLM will consider your input in making a decision. 

Comment Number FL-1-2-M-2 

Comment 

Any mitigation component must include a meaningful offsite mitigation component to adequately 
address the majority of key issues identified during scoping (e.g., “conservation of wildlife, need 
for wildlife mitigation, wildlife displaced to private land, decline wildlife populations, effects to 
surface water and groundwater, and air-quality”).  Onsite mitigation cannot do it alone. 

Response 

Thank you for your comment, the BLM will consider your input I making a decision. The issue 
raised in your comment regarding the need for off-site mitigation is contained in the range of 
alternatives as off-site mitigation varies between the alternatives, and Alternatives A and E do 
not contain an off-site mitigation component. 

Comment Number FL-2-1-G-1 

Comment 

The Proposed Action will balance resources and benefit the community around the Pinedale 
Anticline through its voluntary commitment to reduce air emissions, support of ongoing wildlife 
research and focus on shared infrastructure development.  I support its conclusion that all of the 
acreage included in the Proposed Action can be developed while protecting the environment, 
local communities and other economic interests. 

Response 

Thank you for your comment. BLM will consider this in issuing a decision. 
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Comment Number FL-3-1-G-1 

Comment 

I am shocked that the BLM would consider finalizing this proposal before it has developed a 
new long-term management plan for the area. 

Response 

Thank you for your comment. 

Comment Number FL-3-1-G-2 

Comment 

If despite all this, drilling does go forward, the BLM should confine all new drilling and road 
building to the designated “concentrated development area,” maintain all seasonal drilling 
restrictions and halt activity when established thresholds are breached.  Any drilling that does 
occur must be required to used the cleanest drilling technology available, and no development 
should be allowed in new areas until previously developed areas have been fully reclaimed. 

Response 

Thank you for your comment. Mitigation for resources, including wildlife and air quality, as well 
as reclamation plans varies with each alternative. 

Comment Number FL-3-2-G-2 

Comment 

If despite all this, drilling does go forward, the BLM should confine all new drilling and road 
building to the designated “concentrated development area,” maintain all seasonal drilling 
restrictions and halt activity when established thresholds are breached.  Any drilling that does 
occur must be required to used the cleanest drilling technology available, and no development 
should be allowed in new areas until previously developed areas have been fully reclaimed. 

Response 

Thank you for your comment. Mitigation for resources, including wildlife and air quality, as well 
as reclamation plans varies with each alternative. 

Comment Number FL-3-3-G-3 

Comment 

I urge the BLM to abandon the proposed expansion and consider a clean and sustainable 
energy future that includes full protection of wildlife habitat, clean air, clean water and rural 
community life. 
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Response 

Thank you for your comment. BLM will consider this in issuing a decision. 

Comment Number FL-3-1-G-3 

Comment 

Any drilling that does occur must be required to use the cleanest drilling technology available, 
and no development should be allowed in new area until previously developed areas have been 
fully reclaimed. 

Response 

Thank you for your comment. Mitigation for resources, including air quality, as well as 
reclamation plans varies with each alternative. 

Comment Number FL-3-1-G-4 

Comment 

I urge the BLM to abandon the proposed expansion and consider a clean and sustainable 
energy future that includes full protection of wildlife habitat, clean air, clean water and rural 
community life. 

Response 

Thank you for your comment. The BLM will consider you input as it issues decision. 

Comment Number FL-4-1-W-1 

Comment 

Any resource planning in this area should also include at least the minimum measures to protect 
the core survival areas for the species occurring in the area and distinct, concrete mitigation 
measures should be required. 

Response 

Mitigation measures vary by alternative. 

Comment Number FL-4-2-W-2 

Comment 

Therefore, I urge you to accept Alternative A – No Action Alternative with the BMPs 
recommended by the National Audubon Society when managing the current and future 
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development of the site that is within a critical population of Greater Sage-Grouse and other 
wildlife. 

Response 

Thank you for your comment. The BLM has included mitigation measures appropriate for the 
current level of development in the PAPA. These mitigation measures vary by alternative. 

Comment Number FL-5-1-G-1 

Comment 

At a very minimum, the final decision must confine new drilling and road building to only the 
designated "concentrated development area" that runs north-south down the spine of the 
Anticline. 

Response 

There are valid existing leases outside of the core area that the leaseholder has the right to 
develop. However, Alternative D contains an offer from certain lease holders to suspend leases 
and conduct no additional activity for at least 5 years. 

Comment Number FL-5-2-W-1 

Comment 

What the BLM is calling a “relaxing” of winter drilling stipulations is really a precedent-setting 
abaondoment of a important measure to protect wildlife.  Stronger drilling restrictions must be 
imposed to reduce impacts on big game and sage grouse and a commitment that BLM will curb 
activity when defined wildlife thresholds are breached. 

Response 

Thank you for your comment. The issue raised in the comment, regarding the need for 
seasonal restrictions remaining in place, is within the range of alternatives analyzed in the 
RDSEIS. 

Comment Number FL-5-3-AQ-1 

Comment 

Projected emissions of air pollution are neither reliable nor acceptable.  We need lock-solid 
guarantees that industry will use the cleanest drilling technology available at the outset of the 
project. 

Response 

Mitigation for air quality related values varies with alternative. 
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Comment Number FL-6-1-G-1 

Comment 

Year round drilling would help to secure our employment in the future by allowing us to continue 
to supply the drilling companies with the necessary petroleum products to complete the drilling 
process. 

Response 

Thank you for your comment. The BLM will consider this in issuing a decision. 

Comment Number FL-7-1-G-1 

Comment 

The Proposed Action will balance resources and benefit the community around the Pinedale 
Anticline through its voluntary commitment to reduce air emissions, support of ongoing wildlife 
research and focus on shared infrastructure development.  I support its conclusion that all of the 
acreage included in the Proposed Action can be developed while protecting the environment, 
local communities and other economic interests. 

Response 

Thank you for your comment. BLM will consider this in issuing a decision. 

Comment Number FL-8-1-G-1 

Comment 

America urgently needs to develop clean energy resources here at home, such as Wyoming’s 
abundant natural gas fields. That’s why I strongly support the Proposed Action to conduct 
limited year-round production in Wyoming’s Pinedale Anticline Project Area.  

Response 

Thank you for your comment. BLM will consider this in issuing a decision. 

Comment Number FL-8-2-G-2 

Comment 

The government estimates that the Pinedale Anticline is the third largest gas field in the United 
States, with enough clean-burning natural gas to supply ten million homes annually for more 
than 30 years. There is already natural gas production in the Pinedale Anticline, and the new 
Proposed Action plan would better utilize these existing operations, benefiting the environment, 
consumers, and our economy, while reducing America’s dependence on foreign sources of 
energy. 
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Response 

Thank you for your comment. BLM will consider this in issuing a decision. 

Comment Number FL-9-1-G-1 

Comment 

I am writing to you today to express my strong support for increased domestic natural gas 
development in the Pinedale Anticline are of Sublette County, Wyoming.  Allowing for limited, 
year-round access, as the DSEIS call for, will have a positive impact on the local and regional 
economy. It will spur strong economic growth as it will create a more stable (and a safety 
conscious) workforce, provide a significant tax source for local communities while significantly 
supporting Wyoming’s business and academic communities. 

Response 

Thank you for your comment. BLM will consider this in issuing a decision. 

Comment Number FL-9-2-G-2 

Comment 

The federal government must expand ongoing responsible access to our nation's energy 
resources in order to reduce our reliance on unstable energy imports.  The proposed action in 
the Pinedale Anticline will responsibly develop valuable energy resources to meet the country's 
increasingly expanding energy challenge. 

Response 

Thank you for your comment. BLM will consider this in issuing a decision. 

Comment Number FL-10-1-SE-1 

Comment 

Please add my name to the thousands of Wyoming residents who support responsible year-
round access. I support year-round access because it will encourage steady economic growth 
and help official to better plan for long-term infrastructure needs and improvements. 

Response 

Thank you for your comment. BLM will consider this in issuing a decision. 
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