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April 2, 2007

Mr. Matt Anderson

BLM Pinedale Field Office
432 East Mill Street
Pinedale WY 82941

Via Electronic Mail

RE: Comments on Proposed Action (Alternative B)
Pinedale Anticline
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS)

Dear Mr. Anderson;

With this letter, American Petroleum Institute (API) supports the approval of the development plan for the
Pinedale Anticline Field offered as the Proposed Action Alternative B in the Supplemental Environmental
Impact Statement for the project. API believes that the project as proposed and as mitigated under
Alternative B will allow development of a natural gas resource of national importance in a manner that
reduces the environmental effects and provides socioeconomic benefits of this project throughout the
region. API represents almost 400 companies involved in all aspects of the oil and natural gas industry.

Development of oil and natural gas on America’s multiple use public lands is essential to America’s
energy security and economic growth. The Energy Information Administration has identified the Pinedale
Anticline as the 2nd largest gas field in the United States, with enough natural gas to supply ten million
homes for over 30 years. The development plan proposed by Ultra, Shell and Questar was prepared in
consultation with state and federal wildlife biologists, and identifies concentrated development areas
(CDAs) to pursue production of this resource within a central project area. Within the CDAs (comprising
approximately 6 percent of the Pinedale Anticline Project Area), directional drilling combined with year
round drilling operations from multi-well pads would minimize rig moves and require 70 percent fewer
roads. Optimization of drill pad usage during drilling would in turn facilitate full resource development
along with earlier interim reclamation of portions of the pads not required once the major development
drilling phase has concluded. The use of liquids gathering systems and expanded reliance on computer
assisted operations would significantly reduce vehicular activity during field production. This sensible
approach to development of the natural gas resource under these lands would leave larger contiguous
portions of the leased acreage available for wildlife habitat and migration corridors, and provide for
reduced disturbance from traffic associated with production. Ultra, Shell and Questar plan annual
meetings to update the BLM, DEQ and Wyoming Game and Fish.

Ultra, Shell and Questar have advanced a plan that will enable development to occur at a steady, managed
and predictable pace throughout the life of the project, as opposed to the variable activity that is likely to
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occur under the current stipulations. The proposal for year-round drilling operations would not only
achieve improved mitigation of impacts to wildlife and habitat, but would also enable the operators to
minimize boom-bust employment and seasonal job turnover. Since as many as 7,000 workers will be
required for the peak drilling phase under the proposed development plan, and projections are that as
many as 5,000 workers will be employed in connection with Pinedale Anticline production through 2025,
a more stable and sustained work force would benefit management of operations and offer socioeconomic
benefits to the region. The year-round operations approach embodied by the proposal now before BLM
would enable the small communities in Sublette County and the Pinedale region to improve their ability
to plan and to forecast community needs and services.

The plan proposed by Ultra, Shell and Questar achieves a balance between development of a natural gas
resource of nation-wide significance and responsible mitigation of the project’s environmental effects on
the multiple use public lands where the resource is found. This plan also incorporates measures to address
the socioeconomic concerns of the communities in the region of the Pinedale Anticline. BLM should
approve the Proposed Action that incorporates the operators” development plan.

Thank you for considering these comments and please contact Richard Ranger at 202.682.8057 should
you have any questions.

truly yours

Richard Ranger
Manager, Upstream





