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The BLM’s multiple-use mission is to sustain the health and productivity of the 
public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations. The 
Bureau accomplishes this by managing such activities as outdoor recreation, 
livestock grazing, mineral development, and energy production, and by 
conserving natural, historical, cultural, and other resources on public lands. 
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DECISION RECORD
 
Environmental Assessment
 
DOI-BLM-WY-050-EA-13-81
 

February 2014 Lease Parcels
 
INTRODUCTION:
 

It is my decision to offer for sale, and subsequent lease issuance, those parcels as described in 
Alternative 3 of the February 2014 Lease Parcels Environmental Assessment (EA), DOI-BLM
WY-050-EA-13-81. A decision on whether or not to offer parcels for sale and subsequent lease 
issuance is deferred until additional environmental analysis can be completed.  This 
environmental analysis will be completed upon the issuance of  Records of Decision for the 
Resource Management Plans (RMPs) currently being revised in the Wind River / Bighorn Basin 
District Office at which time these deferred parcels will be re-evaluated for lease issuance. I 
have reviewed and considered the information contained in the EA, and the included Addendum, 
in making my decision. 

AUTHORITIES: 

The authority for this decision is contained in 43 CFR 3100. 

COMPLIANCE AND MONITORING:  

No monitoring would be required in the sale and issuance of the lease parcels.  Should the 
parcels be developed, monitoring may be required and would be determined through additional 
environmental analysis. 

TERMS / CONDITIONS / STIPULATIONS:  

All parcels are subject to standard lease notices 1-3 and Lease Stipulations 1-3.  Individual 
parcels are subject to parcel specific stipulations for wildlife resources, paleontological or 
cultural resources, and conflicting use protection, such as coal mining.  Refer to Appendix A in 
the EA for the actual stipulations and lease notices applied to a given parcel. 

PLAN CONFORMANCE AND CONSISTENCY:  

Oil and gas leasing is directed by the approved land use plans, specifically the Grass Creek 
Resource Management Plan (RMP) 1998; the Washakie RMP 1988; the Cody RMP 1990; and 
Lander RMP 1987.  The parcels to be offered for sale and subsequent lease issuance are 
available for leasing in these RMPs.  Application of stipulations is directed by these RMPs and 
pursuant to 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1508.28 and 1502.21, this EA tiers to and 
incorporates by reference the information and analysis contained in the Cody, Grass Creek, 
Washakie, and Lander FEISs, RMPs, and RODs.. 

ALTERNATIVE CONSIDERED 

Alternative 1: No Action Alternative.  This alternative analyzes the impacts of a decision to not 
offer for sale and subsequent lease issuance all parcels nominated for the February 2014 lease 
sale. 

Alternative 2:  Proposed Action.  There were 89 nominated parcels identified for the August 
2013 lease sale prior to the Sage Grouse screening process. This alternative would offer for sale 
parcels not deferred due to Sage Grouse core area screening.  Therefore, this alternative would 
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offer 70 nominated parcels covering a total of 79,928.403 acres, found in Appendix A.  All 
parcels have stipulations applied consistent with the approved RMPs, and if sold, a lease issued.  

Alternative 3: Modified and Deferred.  This alternative adds stipulations to address resource 
concerns consistent with the approved RMPs or defers and partially defers offering parcels for 
sale due to resource conflicts or protection measures not addressed in the approved RMPs and 
are being analyzed in ongoing Draft RMP EISs for the Bighorn Basin (Cody and Worland Field 
Offices) and the Lander Field Office.  The following is a summary of the parcel recommended 
for sale under this alternative 

Office Parcels Acres Parcels Acres Parcels to be Acres to be 
Analyzed Analyzed Deferred Deferred Offered Offered 

Cody FO 12 10,387.020 5 partial 
4 full 

3,607.400 8 6,779.620 

Lander FO 36 53,959.840 8 Partial 
5 Full 

8,022.590 31 45,937.250 

Worland FO 22 12,581.543 2 Partial 
18 Full 

11,459.043 4 1,122.500 

WRBBD 
Total 

70 79,928.403 15 Partial 
27 Full 

23,089.033 43 53,839.370 

Under this alternative, WRBBD is recommending offering for sale, and if sold a lease issued, 43 
whole parcels and partial parcels covering 53,839.370 acres. 

RATIONALE FOR THE DECISION 

The decision is based upon the following:  1) consistency with the approved RMPs, 2) national 
policy, 3) agency statutory requirements, 4) relevant resource and economic issues as described 
and analyzed in the EA and the included Addendum, 5) application of measure to avoid or 
minimize environmental impacts, and 6) Alternative 3 meets the purpose and need identified in 
the EA.  This decision is the most environmental sound alternative that allows for resource 
development in keeping with the laws, regulations and policies pertaining to public land 
management. 

Instruction Memorandum 2004-110 Change 1 instructs offices to consider temporarily deferring 
oil, gas and geothermal leasing on federal lands during land use plan revisions and states, “A 
decision temporarily to defer could include lands that are designated in the preferred alternative 
of draft or final RMP revisions or amendments as: 1) lands closed to leasing; 2) lands open to 
leasing under no surface occupancy; 3) lands open to leasing under seasonal or other constraints 
with an emphasis on wildlife concerns; or 4) other potentially restricted lands.” Therefore, 
deferral of a decision on whether or not to offer parcels for sale is appropriate for those parcels 
identified for deferral in Alternative 3. 

Appeals 

The decision of the State Director may be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office 
of the Secretary, in accordance with the regulations contained in 43 CFR Part 4 and Form 1842
1.  If an appeal is taken, your notice of appeal must be filed in this office within 30 days from 
your receipt of this decision.  The appellant has the burden of showing that the Decision 
appealed from is in error. 
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