
Buffalo Field Office August 2012 O&G Lease List  

Parcels Recommended for Deferral 

The following parcels are recommended for deferral: 

 

Parcel WY-1208-045 – DEFER ENTIRE PARCEL; DEFER 320 ACRES  

Justification: in Governor’s Sage-grouse Connectivity Area. This parcel is recommended for 
deferral pending revision of the Buffalo RMP/EIS. The mitigation measures for Greater Sage-
grouse in the current Buffalo RMP do not correspond to the core area strategy outlined in the 
Governor’s Executive Order, 2011-5, and this deferral would reserve decision space for Greater 
Sage-grouse core areas for the RMP revision, allowing a broader and more comprehensive 
analysis of range-wide impacts consistent with federal and state conservation goals for the 
species. The BLM's Land Use Planning Handbook (H-1601 1) states (page 47): "During the 
amendment or revision process, the BLM should review all proposed implementation actions 
through the NEPA process to determine whether approval of a proposed action would harm 
resource values so as to limit the choice of reasonable alternative actions... Even though the 
current land use plan may allow an action, the BLM manager has the discretion to defer or 
modify proposed implementation-level actions ... " At that time these parcels would be 
reevaluated to determine if they can be offered and, in consideration of the range of alternatives, 
designated preferred alternative in the Draft EIS.  

 

Parcel WY-1208-050 – PARTIAL DEFERRAL; DEFER SEC. 035 LOTS 2 ONLY 

Justification: in Governor’s Sage-grouse Core Area. This parcel is recommended for deferral 
pending revision of the Buffalo RMP/EIS. The mitigation measures for Greater Sage-grouse in 
the current Buffalo RMP do not correspond to the core area strategy outlined in the Governor’s 
Executive Order, 2011-5, and this deferral would reserve decision space for Greater Sage-grouse 
core areas for the RMP revision, allowing a broader and more comprehensive analysis of range-
wide impacts consistent with federal and state conservation goals for the species. The BLM's 
Land Use Planning Handbook (H-1601 1) states (page 47): "During the amendment or revision 
process, the BLM should review all proposed implementation actions through the NEPA process 
to determine whether approval of a proposed action would harm resource values so as to limit the 
choice of reasonable alternative actions... Even though the current land use plan may allow an 
action, the BLM manager has the discretion to defer or modify proposed implementation-level 
actions ... " At that time these parcels would be reevaluated to determine if they can be offered 
and, in consideration of the range of alternatives, designated preferred alternative in the Draft 
EIS. 

 

 



 

 

Parcel WY-1208-087 – DEFER ENTIRE PARCEL; DEFER 2207.970 ACRES 

There are two resource issues for Parcel WY-1208-087: 

1) CULTURAL ISSUE 

Justification: There was a prehistoric burial (complete skeleton) near parcel 87 that was 
excavated years ago (probably the 70’s or 80’s) and is now curated at UW.  It probably is on 
BLM surface (likely), and if that is the case, we’ll repatriate it through the NAGPRA 
process.  The state office is going through their records to see if they have any additional 
information since SHPO and UW records don’t say much.  If it is from BLM surface, tribes have 
consistently requested that we rebury such items, near or at the original location.  Additionally, 
our RMP revision will likely contain NSO and CSU lease stips relating to burials.  If the burial 
turns out to be within 1 mile of the parcel (or in it) and we lease the area before going through 
the potential NAGPRA process, not to mention completing the RMP, we’d be doing serious 
damage control at the APD stage.  More information is pending, but recommendation from the 
Buffalo FM is to defer this parcel from the August 2012 lease sale. 

2) WILDLIFE ISSUE 

Justification: This parcel is in the Governor’s Sage-grouse Core Area. The Core Area boundary 
runs through the middle of the parcel. An initial effort was made to exclude portions of the parcel 
outside the Core Area and make them available for leasing. However, given the justification to 
defer the entire parcel for cultural issues described above, the Buffalo FM recommends deferral 
of the entire Parcel WY-1208-087. 

 


