
 

 

 

 

 

         

       

     

   

   

   

 

                        

         

       

    

   

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

       

 

 

 

 

     
 
 

     
 

   
       
     

     
     

 
                                                                                 

                                                                        
 
         

  
                       

                         
                       

                             
                     

                     
                     
                       

                       
                   

                 
                         
               

  
                                 

 
                       

                     
                         

                       
                       

                         
                       
                         

 

March 8, 2012
 

VIA EMAIL (lander_wymail@blm.gov) 

Stuart Cerovski 
Bureau of Land Management 
Lander Field Office 
1335 Main Street 
Lander, WY 82520 

RRRReeee::::	 CCCCoooommmmmmmmeeeennnnttttssss oooonnnn tttthhhheeee DDDDrrrraaaafffftttt EEEEAAAA ffffoooorrrr tttthhhheeee WWWWiiiinnnndddd RRRRiiiivvvveeeerrrr////BBBBiiiigggghhhhoooorrrrnnnn BBBBaaaassssiiiinnnn DDDDiiiissssttttrrrriiiicccctttt 
PPPPoooorrrrttttiiiioooonnnn ooooffff tttthhhheeee BBBBLLLLMMMM AAAAuuuugggguuuusssstttt 2222000011112222 OOOOiiiillll aaaannnndddd GGGGaaaassss LLLLeeeeaaaasssseeee PPPPaaaarrrrcccceeeellllssss 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft environmental assessment 
(EA) for the Wind River/Bighorn Basin District portion of the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) August 2012 oil and gas lease parcels. We strongly support 
the BLM’s Alternative 3 and its deferral of a large number of parcels that contain 
nationally significant cultural resources. This alternative protects some of the most 
intact portions of the Oregon, California, Mormon Pioneer, and Pony Express 
National Historic Trails, which are units of the National Landscape Conservation 
System. The alternative also helps to limit impacts to significant regional historic 
trails. In addition, this alternative protects a variety of other nationally significant 
prehistoric and historic resources. Furthermore, through Alternative 3, the BLM 
acknowledges its responsibility to conduct thorough consultation with Native 
American tribes – prior to opening areas to development – about places and 
resources that may be of interest to them. 

IIIInnnntttteeeerrrreeeessssttttssss ooooffff tttthhhheeee NNNNaaaattttiiiioooonnnnaaaallll TTTTrrrruuuusssstttt 

Congress chartered the National Trust in 1949 as a private nonprofit organization 
to “facilitate public participation” in historic preservation and to further the 
purposes of federal historic preservation laws. 16 U.S.C. §§ 461, 468. With the 
support of nearly 200,000 members around the country, the National Trust works 
to protect significant historic sites and to advocate historic preservation as a 
fundamental value in programs and policies at all levels of government. In addition 
to our headquarters in Washington, D.C., the National Trust operates thirty historic 
sites open to the public and numerous field offices throughout the country. The 

DDDDeeeennnnvvvveeeerrrr FFFFiiiieeeelllldddd OOOOffffffffiiiicccceeee NNNNaaaattttiiiioooonnnnaaaallll OOOOffffffffiiiicccceeee 

1420 Ogden Street, Suite 201 1785 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 

Denver, CO 80218 , Washington, DC 20036 

P: 303.623.1504 P: 202.588.6000 

F: 303.623.1508 F: 202.588.6038 

mpro@nthp.org info@nthp.org 

www.PreservationNation.org 

mailto:lander_wymail@blm.gov
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National Trust also maintains a list of America’s Most Endangered Historic Places, 
to which eleven properties are annually added. In 1995, the National Trust placed 
South Pass National Historic Landmark on this list, due to the lack of adequate 
protection of this pristine area of emigrant trails from development. 

CCCCoooonnnncccclllluuuussssiiiioooonnnn 

We commend the BLM for selecting Alternative 3, which definitively protects 
significant cultural resources. Through this EA and the Lander Field Office’s draft 
Resource Management Plan revision, the Wyoming BLM appears to be leading the 
way in recognizing and protecting the irreplaceable historical, recreational, and 
cultural values of significant prehistoric, historic, and tribal resources. These two 
documents have the potential to set the national BLM standard for appropriate 
comanagement of cultural, natural, and mineral resources. 

Please contact us at (303) 6231504 with any questions or concerns regarding 
these comments. Thank you again for the opportunity to comment on the Draft 
EA. 

Sincerely, 

Rebecca Schwendler, PhD, RPA 
Public Lands Advocate 

Jennifer Buddenborg 
Field Officer 

Cc:	 Mary Hopkins, WY State Historic Preservation Officer 
Barbara Dobos, Alliance for Historic Wyoming 
Dave Welch, Oregon California Trails Association 
Gary Werner, Partnership for the National Trails System 


