United States Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management

Environmental Assessment
DOI-BLM-WY-030-2011-123-EA

November 2010

November 2011 Lease Parcels

High Desert District Office
280 Highway 191 North
Rock Springs, Wyoming 82003




INTRODUCGTION ...ttt ettt n ettt re et re et ere e 4

1.0 PURPOSE AND INEED ......cciitiiittteiieeitteeateesteesiteesteessessssesasessssssaasesssesaasessssssassessssssessesssssssssessssssesesesseeesssessseens 5
1.1 CONFORMANCE WITH APPLICABLE LAND USE PLAN AND OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTS .......ccceeuee.. 5
1.2 FEDERAL, STATE OR LOCAL PERMITS, LICENSES OR OTHER CONSULTATION REQUIREMENTS .....ccvvvevvveenneennnnn 6
1.3 FEDERAL LEASING OF FLUID MINERALS .....cciuttiiiitiee e ettt e eetee e e eitteeeaetteeeeataeeesetaeeeaasbeeseanseeeesasbaeesasbaeesansseeesassens 6
1.4 SCOPING AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT ... .uutiiiitiie ittt e e ettt e e e ettee e e eteeeeaetbeeeeeataeeeseabeeeaesbeeeeanseeeesaabeeeaasbteeeansraeeeanres 7
FiZ L SCOPING ..ttt e ettt ettt e ettt e e e e ettt e e e e ab e e e e baeeeeebbeeeeaabaeeesabeeeeabbeeeeaabaseeabaeeeeasbeeeeantaeeesnbeeaeanbbeeeasraeeeantes 7
1.4.2 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ....ciiiutiieiitiee e ettt e eetteeeeetteeeaetteeeaaabeeeesbeeaeaasbeeeeasbaseesasbeeeaasbeeeeansseeessbeeesasbeeeeansaeeesstes 8
PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES. ... .ottt ettt st iteesteeseve e sbeesreesbaesaseesbaesaseesasaesnsessns 8
2.1 ALTERNATIVE A == INO ACTION .1ttt itieittee ittt e sttt ste e stveestteestaeestteesteeesaeeestseesabeestaeeaseeesteaesseeestseessteesnseesseeesnneessees 8
2.2 ALTERNATIVE B - PROPOSED ACTION.....uuiiiiittiieeiitteeeeitteeeeetteeeeeiteeeesitteeeaasteeesasseeesibseaeaassseesasbasessbreeeaasseeessnsens 9
2.3 ALTERNATIVE C-MAXIMUM PARCELS OFFERING ......cciituiieiitiieeeeiteeeeiitteeeaetteeeesteeeesitseeeaastssessnsasssssreseansssessssses 9
AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT ...ttt sttt s e s teeste e sbeesbeesabaesabaesabaesaseesabeesasessasaessseesasessnsesssessseeses 10
3.0 DESCRIPTION OF AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT ...ttt ettt stre s sbeesnte e s reesnre e 10
I ST I I SV ] B 1 TSP P PR OPRPPRRUP 10
3.2 RESOURCE VALUES BY PARCEL: ..ottt ettt tre e stte s s tve e stae s stae e save s srbeesnteesneesnree e 11
3.2.3 RESOURCES COMMON TO ALL OF THE PARCELS .....cciitteieiitiee e ettt ettt ette e ettt e e e eateeeeeatteeesbaeeesnbeeesnnbaeenanns 51
3.2.3.1 AIR RESOURCES: ...ttt iiittieeiitttee e ettt e eettee e e sbte e e ettt e e eeateeesetbaeeeabaeeeeaabeeeeasbeeeeabeseessbeeeaasbeeeeansseeessbeeesasseeeeanns 51
N N R N | @ U 7Y i OSSPSR 51
3.2.2.1.2 Climate and ClMate CRANQE ........c.oeveerieetietieee ettt ettt te et e e et e et e e e e s seessasasesssassesssessenns 56
T 0 V1 | |12 S 60
BL2.2. 2 WILDLIFE ..t itttee e ettt e eettee e e ettt e e ettt e e e et e e e st e e e e taeeeaebbeeeeesbeeeeaataeeesasbeeeeasbbeeeanseseessbeeeaasbseeeanseseesasbanesanteeeeanns 67
3.2.2.3 SPECIAI StALUS SPECIES ...vveveetieiieeii ettt ettt e e et e s te st eete e s st e bt et e e steestaese e ss e seeasasssasssasnsasssansssnsenssenns 67
3.2.2.3 LANDS WITH WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS ...eeeittteeiitiieeestreeesiuseeesstresesnsssesssssessssssseesssssssessssssesssssssanes 70
3.2.2.4 CULTURAL AND PALEONTOLOGY RESOURCES.......ccuttteiittieeeiiteeesitreeessireseasssssessssesesssseesssssssessssesesssssssnanes 72
3.2.2.5 SOCIOECONOMICS RESOURCES.......cciiteieiitieeeeitteeeeetteeessteeeseitteeesesteeesasbreesaatsssesssseseaasbreesaassesesssrenesanseeeesnns 72
3.2.2.6 ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ....oiiiiittiie ittt e e ettt e e eette e e eetteeeeetteeeeenaaeeesesaeeeeasteeeeasaseesssseeeaasteeesaseseesasseeesasseeenanes 74
3.2.2.7 INVASIVE, NON-NATIVE SPECIES ......uteeeiitieeeeeteeeeeeteeeeeteeeeaetteeesesteeesatbeeeeaesaeessssreseaateeesanseseesasseeesasseeeeans 74
3.2.2.8 WASTES (HAZARDOUS AND/OR SOLID) ....cvtuveieiterieieiteseesestessesestesaesestessesesseseesessessesessessesessessesessessesessesseneas 74
3.2.2.9 WATER QUALITY (SURFACE AND GROUND)......ccuttettititeteatentesestestesestessesessessesessessesessessesessessesessessesessesseseas 74
3.2.2. L0 RECREATION ..eeiiutttieiitteeesitttee e ettt e e satteeeessbaeeeateeeeaseeeeeasteeeeansseeeaasseeaeastseeeanssseessseaaaasteeeeanssseesssaeaeassenenanes 75
3.2.2. 11 PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY . uttttiiitttte e itieeeeitteeesitteeesstteeesataeeesasssaasastseeeanssssesassesaasssseesanssseesssesesasseseeans 75
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS. ...ttt ettt e e s te e s te e s te e e ate e st e e anseesateeenseesataeanseesataeanseesaraeeseesnses 76
4.0 DESCRIPTION OF IMPACTS . .utiiiiitiie e ettt e e ettt e e ettt e e e ettt e e e etteeeesbee e e ataeeeaeateeeesaeeeeaasteeeeaasaeesssseeeeaassseeeansneeesreneean 76
4.0.1 GENERAL DISCUSSION.......uuuiiiittieeeittteeeeiteeeesetteeeaetteeeeeaeeessetaeeeaesteeeaaseseesasseeeaasteeeeasasessseeeeaassseesaseeeessreeean 76
4.1 IMPACTS OF ALTERNATIVE A (NO ACTION) ...iutiiiitiiteiietisteeeie sttt sttt sttt sttt nb e 76
4.1.1 SOCIOECONOMIC RESOURCE: ... ..ciiiittiieiiitte e iittee e sttt e e e ettee e e st e e e s tbeeeaaataeeestaeeeaatteeeeaabaeaessseaeeaasseeesssnneessranenn 76
4.2 IMPACTS OF ALTERNATIVE B (PROPOSED ACTION) ...ccuutitiiieitiesteesteesteetessaessaessessseesseassesssesssessesssesssessssssesssees 77
4. 2.1 AIR RESOURCES ....cccittiieiititte e itttee e sttt e e e sttee e e steeeeaatteeeaasseeeesbeeeeasbeeeaasseseesaeeeeaseeeeeaaseeeessseaeeaastseesansnnaessrneenn 91
A 2.2 WWILDLIFE «...utiii e iteee e ettt e e ettt e ettt e e e ettt e e e eate e e e s bt e e e aatbeeeeasteeeesabeeeeaatbeeeeaaseseesabeeeeaseeeeeanbaseessbaaeesasseeeessanaesasbneean 95
4.2.3 LANDS WITH WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS .. eiittiieiitieeeeitteeeeitteeeeeiteeeesitteeesstteesesasasassstaeeesasssesssnsnseesssneenn 98
4.2.4 CULTURAL AND PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES ......cccvteeiitieeeeetieeeeetee e e seteeeeaetaee s esnvaeessvanesaesaeessensnnessreeeean 99
T 10 ] [ R 100
R Y 4=l = 7Ny I [ N IR 100
4.2.7 INVASIVE, NON-NATIVE SPECIES. ... ..ueiiiiiteeeeieteee s ettt e e eiteeeeeeteeeastteeeessteeeesesaeeeasseeesasssssesssseeessseeeesasseeesansees 101

4.2.8WASTES, HAZARDOUS OR SOLID........viieiiiteeeeiiteeeeeetteeeeeteeeseesseeesssaesessseeeesesseeesssseeesassssesasseesssseeeesassesessnsees 102



4.2.9 WATER QUALITY: SURFACE AND GROUNDWATER
4.2.10 WATERSHED — HYDROLOGY ....oeiiiiitiiieiiie e e iittee e e ettte e e ettt e e eette e e e etteeeeaataeeeesabeeessabeeeeataeeesssbaeeesbaeeeaasseeesanses
4.2.11 LIVESTOCK GRAZING ....cutiiieiitiee e e ettt e e ettt e e s etaee e e etbee e e etaeeeeaaeeeaaabeeeeabeeeeeaaseeeeasbbeeeasbeeeasbaeesasbeeeeasseeensrens
4.2.12 RECREATION ..utiiititeitieeitteestteeiteeastseesteeessseestseeasseessseeaseeesseseasseessseessssessseeassesssbesanseesstesanseesstessnsessstesensenssnes
4.2.13 VISUAL RESOURCES
4.2. 14 PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY ..tttiittteittteiteeiteestteestteesaeessaeessessssesssssessssssssesssessssesssessnsesssessnsessssssensessnes
4.2.15 SOCIO-ECONOMICS ....ueiiitieeiteeeitteestreestreestreestseesstee sttt easteessaeeasteessbeesaseessbeeaaseessbeeanseessbeeanseessbeesnseesstessnseessnes
4.2.16 ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ...viiitiieitieeitteeitteesiteestteestteesteeestaeesssessstesssseessseesssessssessssessssesssessssessnsessssessnsesssnes
4.2.17 SOLID LEASABLE (COAL) ...uttttittiteieete sttt sttt ettt ettt sttt st eb e e s bt sb s ebesb e eb e nb e e ebenb et ebenbe e ebenb e abenneneas
4.2.18 OTHER CONSIDERATIONS PER IM 2010-117 THAT PERTAIN TO THE AVAILABLE. .......covvvveeeivieeeeciree e 108
A. THERE IS A RISK OF DRAINAGE TO FEDERAL MINERAL RESOURCES DUE TO DEVELOPMENT OF NEARBY NON-FEDERAL
PARCELS IF THE PARCEL IS NOT LEASED. .. .uuttittieeiiiititteeeeeesaaittteeseeeesasiattseseaassssassssssesssessansssssesssessansssssesseesssnsssssesees 108
B. IN UNDEVELOPED AREAS, ARE NON-MINERAL RESOURCE VALUES GREATER THAN POTENTIAL MINERAL DEVELOPMENT
VALUES? 11ttt ittt ettt s sttt ettee et teeeeteeesteeesaeeesteeeabeeesteeeaaeeestbeebeeessbeeaReeesRbeeaReeesRbeeeaeeeaR b e e aRteeeRbeeeRteeeRbeeenbeeanbeeereeanreeereenrres 108
C. STIPULATION CONSTRAINTS IN EXISTING OR PROPOSED LEASES MAKE ACCESS TO AND/OR DEVELOPMENT OF THE
PARCEL OR ADJACENT PARCELS OPERATIONALLY INFEASIBLE, SUCH AS AN NSO PARCEL BLOCKING ACCESS TO PARCELS
BEYOND IT OR CONSECUTIVE AND OVERLAPPING TIMING RESTRICTIONS THAT DO NOT ALLOW SUFFICIENT TIME TO DRILL

OR PRODUCE THE LEASE WITHOUT HARM TO AFFECTED WILDLIFE RESOURCES. .......cciviiiiiiiiiiiiniiii i 109
D. PARCEL CONFIGURATIONS WOULD LEAD TO UNACCEPTABLE IMPACTS TO RESOURCES ON THE PARCELS OR ON
SURROUNDING LANDS AND CANNOT BE REMEDIED BY RECONFIGURING. .......ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 109

E. THE TOPOGRAPHIC, SOILS, AND HYDROLOGIC PROPERTIES OF THE SURFACE WILL NOT ALLOW SUCCESSFUL FINAL
LANDFORM RESTORATION AND REVEGETATION IN CONFORMANCE WITH THE STANDARDS FOUND IN CHAPTER 6 OF THE
GOLD BOOK, AS REVISED......ceciitieeiiteeeeiitteeesetteeessitaeeeaatteeesabesessbeeseaasbeseaasbaeessbaeseaasbseeaassesesssseeeeaasseeesanresesssrenenn 109
F. CONSTRUCTION AND USE OF NEW ACCESS ROADS OR UPGRADING EXISTING ACCESS ROADS TO AN ISOLATED PARCEL
WOULD HAVE UNACCEPTABLE IMPACTS TO IMPORTANT RESOURCE VALUES. ......ccivteiiteeitiesreesireesveesreesnreesbeesvessnns 109
G. LEASING WOULD RESULT IN UNACCEPTABLE IMPACTS TO THE RESOURCES OR VALUES OF ANY UNIT OF THE NATIONAL
PARK SYSTEM OR NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE. ....veiiiitirieiitieeesititeesstteeesiteeeessssseessssasessssesssnsssssssssesssssessssnsnssessnnens 111
H. LEASING WOULD RESULT IN UNACCEPTABLE IMPACTS TO SPECIALLY DESIGNATED AREAS (WHETHER FEDERAL OR
NON-FEDERAL) AND WOULD BE INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE PURPOSE OF THE DESIGNATION
4.3 IMPACTS OF ALTERNATIVE C (MAXIMUM PARCEL OFFERING)
4.4 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS .oveieiiutiee e ecttee et ettt e e e et e e etaee e e ettee e e eatee e e eateeeeeateeeeeateseeesaeeeeasbeeeeassseesassaeessnbeeesaseesennrens

5.0 DESCRIPTION OF MITIGATING MEASURES AND RESIDUAL IMPACTS......ccccciiiminininineecienee 114
6.0 CONSULTATION/COORDINATION ....ccoiiireiiriiteiteretresteteere ettt s sne e ene 115
6.1 LIST OF PREPARERS/REVIEWERS ......ccooiiiiiieinenetnee ettt ettt sttt s st 115
TOREFERENCGES ...ttt e e et st sh e e r e 117

7.1 AAUTHORITIES ...ttteteeeeeeeeeeessssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssennsnes 118



BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
HIGH DESERT DISTRICT OFFICE
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR
NOVEMBER 2011 COMPETITIVE OIL AND GAS LEASE SALE
DOI-BLM-WY-030-2011-123-EA

INTRODUCTION

Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) policy derived from various laws, including the Mineral
Leasing Act of 1920 (MLA), as amended [30 U.S.C. 181 et seq.] and the Federal Land Policy
and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA), is to make mineral resources available for disposal and
to encourage development of mineral resources to meet national, regional, and local needs.

As required under the MLA, the Federal Onshore Qil and Gas Leasing Reform Act of 1987
(FOOGLRA), and Title 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 3120.1-2(a), the BLM Wyoming
State Office (WSO) conducts a quarterly competitive lease sale to sell available oil and gas lease
parcels. A Notice of Competitive Oil and Gas Lease Sale, which lists lease parcels to be offered
at the auction, is published by the BLM WSO at least 90 days before the auction is held. Lease
stipulations applicable to each parcel are specified in the Sale Notice. The decision as to which
public lands and minerals are open for leasing and what leasing stipulations may be necessary,
based on information available at the time, is made during the land use planning process.
Surface management of non-BLM administered land overlaying federal minerals is determined
by BLM in consultation with the appropriate surface management agency or the private surface
owner.

As part of the November 2011 lease sale preparation process the BLM WSO submitted the draft
parcel list to the High Desert District Office (HDD), Kemmerer Field Office (KFO), Pinedale
Field Office (PFO), Rawlins Field Office (RFO), and Rock Springs (RSFO) for review and
processing. Interdisciplinary Teams (IDTs) in each Field Office, in coordination and
consultation with the District Office, have reviewed the legal descriptions of the parcels to
determine if they are in areas open to leasing; if appropriate stipulations have been included or
additional stipulations are needed; whether or not new information is available since the land use
plan was approved,; if appropriate consultations have been conducted or if additional
consultations are needed; and if there are special resource conditions of which potential bidders
should be made aware. This Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared by the HDD to
document this review, as well as to disclose the affected environment, the anticipated impacts,
and proposed mitigation of impacts.

This EA inclusively addresses 125 parcels (179,514.5 acres) located within the four field offices
of the High Desert District that have been nominated through “Expressions of Interest (EOI)” for
the November 2011 Competitive Oil and Gas Lease Sale. Thirty-four (34) of the nominated
parcels would be located entirely within the KFO; four (4) parcels would be located entirely
within the PFO; sixty-three (63) parcels would be located in the RFO; and nineteen (19) parcels
would be located entirely within the RSFO. Five (5) parcels extend across field office
boundaries (parcel WY-1111-063 overlaps the RFO/RSFO boundary; parcels WY-1111-088,
089, and 090 overlap the KFO/RSFO boundary; and parcel WY-1111-098 crosses the KFO/PFO
boundary).
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1.0 Purpose and Need

The BLM’s purpose for offering parcels and subsequent issuance of leases in the November
2011 lease sale is to provide areas for the potential exploration and development of additional oil
and gas resources to help meet the nation’s current and expanding need for energy sources.
Wyoming is a major source of natural gas for heating and electrical energy production in the
United States. The offering for sale and subsequent issuance of oil and gas leases is needed to
meet the requirements of MLA, FLPMA, and the minerals management objectives in the
Kemmerer, Pinedale, Rawlins, and Green River Resource Management Plans (RMP). Oil and
gas leasing provides oil and gas companies the opportunity to expand existing areas of
production and to locate previously undiscovered oil and gas resources to help meet the public’s
energy demands.

Decisions to be made based on this analysis include which parcels would be offered for lease,
which parcels would be deferred from the November 2011 lease sale, which parcels are not
available for leasing, and what stipulations will be placed on the parcels that would be offered
for lease.

1.1 Conformance with Applicable Land Use Plan and Other Environmental Assessments
Pursuant to 40 CFR1508.28 and 1502.21, this EA tiers to and conforms with the approved
Kemmerer, Pinedale, Rawlins, and Green River RMPs and Final Environmental Impact
Statements (FEIS) and to the associated Records of Decisions (ROD) for each Field Office. The
impact analysis in the EISs for the affects from oil and gas development was based on and is
commensurate with the Reasonably Foreseeable Development (RFD) scenario (i.e., the level of
oil and gas development projected for the life of the plan based on historically and projected
trends). The mitigation measures developed through those EISs reduced/minimized the
anticipated impacts associated with the projected development to acceptable levels below the
significance thresholds. The mitigation (i.e., stipulations and Best Management Practices
(BMPs) developed through the RMP/EIS process are carried in to this EA, both through tiering
and through actually application to individual parcels.

The Kemmerer, Pinedale, Rawlins, and Green River RMPs identify lands open, closed, and
unavailable for leasing, and provide specific stipulations that would be attached to new leases
offered in certain areas. Of the 64 parcels in the RFO, two (2) are completely unavailable for
leasing based on decisions in the Rawlins RMP/ROD. Of the 4 nominated parcels in the PFO,
one parcel is completely unavailable for leasing based on decisions in the Pinedale RMP/ROD.
None of the parcels in the Kemmerer or Rock Springs Field Offices would be located in areas
that are designated as unavailable for leasing.

The following parcels are unavailable for leasing and are DELETED in whole from this
sale (these parcels will not be addressed any further in this EA):

1. WY-1111-041 — 1410.76 acres within the Rawlins RMP Cow Butte/Wild Cow Wildlife
Habitat Management Area (WHMA);

2. WY-1111-054 — 320.00 acres within the Rawlins RMP Upper Muddy Creek/Grizzly
WHMA;

3. WY-1111-078 — 2496.59 acres within the Pinedale RMP Unavailable for Leasing Area
(Trapper’s Point Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC).
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The following partial parcel falling within the Upper Muddy Creek/Grizzly WHMA is
unavailable for leasing and is DELETED from this sale (this portion of parcel WY-1111-
042 will not be addressed any further in this EA):

1. WY-1111-042 560.000 Acres
T.0180N, R.0900W, 06th PM, WY
Sec. 014 W2NE,NW,S2;

Total acreage deleted from the November 2011 lease parcel offering: 4787.35 acres.

1.2 Federal, State or Local Permits, Licenses or Other Consultation Requirements
Purchasers of oil and gas leases are required to obey all applicable federal, state, and local laws
and regulations including obtaining all necessary permits required should lease development
occur.

Interdisciplinary teams from each Field Office reviewed their respective lease parcel lists for this
environmental assessment. Among other resource values, individual parcels may contain
threatened, endangered, candidate, and BLM sensitive species (see Section 3.0 and Appendix B).
The administrative act of offering parcels and subsequent issuance of oil and gas leases is
consistent with the decisions in the Kemmerer, Pinedale, Rawlins, and Green River RMPs,
including the decision relating to threatened, endangered, candidate, and BLM sensitive species.
Offering and subsequent issuance of oil and gas leases is also consistent with the Biological
Assessment and Biological Opinion (BA/BO) for these RMPs. No further consultation with the
US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is required at this stage.

Compliance with Section 106 responsibilities of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)
can be achieved by following the BLM Wyoming-State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO)
protocol agreement, which is authorized by the National Programmatic Agreement between
BLM, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, and the National Conference of SHPOs,
and other applicable BLM handbooks.

1.3 Federal Leasing of Fluid Minerals

Analysis as required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended
(Public Law 91-90, USC 4321 et seq.) was conducted by Field Office resource specialists who
relied on personal knowledge of the areas involved and/or reviewed existing databases and file
information to determine if appropriate stipulations had been attached to specific parcels before
being made available for lease.

The offering and subsequent issuance of oil and gas leases is strictly an administrative action,
which, in and of itself, does not cause or directly result in any surface disturbance. The issuance
of an oil and gas lease, however, does convey to the lessee the rights to occupy, explore, and
extract oil and gas resources from the lease with prior approval of the Authorized Officer. These
post-leasing actions can result in surface impact.

As part of the lease issuance process, nominated parcels are reviewed against the appropriate
land use plan, and stipulations are attached to mitigate any known environmental or resource
conflicts that may occur on a given lease parcel. As stated above, on-the-ground impacts would
potentially occur when a lessee applies for and receives approval to explore, occupy and/or drill
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on the lease. The BLM cannot determine at the leasing stage whether or not a nominated parcel
will actually be leased, or if it is leased, whether or not the lease would be explored or
developed. According to the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals, site-specific NEPA analysis at the
leasing stage may not be possible absent concrete development proposals. Whether such site-
specific analysis is required depends upon a fact-specific inquiry. Often, where environmental
impacts remain unidentifiable until exploration can narrow the range of likely drilling sites, filing
of an Application for Permit to Drill (APD) may be the first useful point at which a site-specific
environmental appraisal can be undertaken (Park County Resource Council, Inc. v. U.S.
Department of Agriculture, 10th Cir., April 17, 1987). In addition, the IBLA has decided that,
"BLM is not required to undertake a site-specific environmental review before issuing an oil and
gas lease when it previously analyzed the environmental consequences of leasing the land. . . ."
(Colorado Environmental Coalition, et al, IBLA 96-243, decided June 10, 1999). However,
when site-specific impacts are reasonably foreseeable at the leasing stage, NEPA requires the
analysis and disclosure of such reasonably foreseeable site specific impacts. (N.M ex rel.
Richardson v. BLM, 565 F.3d 683, 718-19 (10th Cir. 2009). BLM has not received any
development proposals concerning the proposed lease parcels addressed in this EA.
Accordingly, additional NEPA documentation would be prepared at the time an APD(s) or field
development proposal is submitted. It is assumed that post-lease actions would be within the
RFD analyzed in the EISs for the governing RMPs and that the impacts would also be within the
thresholds of the RMPs/EISs as mitigated. This site-specific environmental documentation
would provide site-specific analysis for the well pad location or locations. Additional mitigation
and BMPs may be applied as conditions of approval (COA) at that time.

The Energy Policy Act of 2005 categorically excludes certain oil and gas development activities
from further NEPA analysis. However, excluded projects must conform to the applicable RMP
including any restrictions to development presented in the Plan.

Offering, sale and issuance of leases would not be in conflict with any local, county, or state
plans.

Once a parcel is sold and the lease is issued, the lessee has the right to use so much of the leased
lands as is reasonably necessary to explore and drill for all of the oil and gas within the lease
boundaries, subject to the stipulations attached to the lease (43 CFR 3101.1-4).

Oil and gas leases are issued for a 10-year period and continue for so long thereafter as oil or gas
is produced in paying quantities. If a lessee fails to produce oil and gas, does not make annual
rental payments, does not comply with the terms and conditions of the lease, or relinquishes the
lease, then ownership of the minerals leased revert back to the federal government and may be
leased again.

Drilling wells on a lease is not permitted until the lessee or operator secures approval of a
drilling permit and a surface use plan as specified in 43 CFR 3162.

1.4 Scoping and Public Involvement
1.4.1 Scoping

Internal BLM scoping determined the parcels individually or collectively contain one or more of
the following resource issues or concerns:
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Crucial big game winter habitat

Greater sage-grouse leks and nesting habitat
Greater sage-grouse key habitat areas

Mountain plover nesting habitat

Raptor nesting habitat

Sensitive Species

Water depletion affects to downstream threatened and endangered fish species
Sensitive soils

Slopes greater than 25 percent

Riparian and live water habitat

Air quality, including green house gases

Surface and groundwater quality

Wilderness characteristics

Visual resource management (VRM)

Recreation

Socioeconomics

Vegetation, including invasive non-native species
Cultural and paleontological resources, including historic trails
Leasable coal resources

Proximity to residences

Livestock grazing

Watershed and hydrology
Threatened/Endangered Species

1.4.2 Public Participation

Public participation was initiated when this EA was entered into the Rawlins Field Office NEPA
tracking database on the RFO website in March 2011. A news release was issued on April 19,
2011 notifying the public that the draft EA was posted on the BLM Wyoming website for a 30
day public comment period. As required by BLM leasing policy, where parcels are split estate, a
notification letter soliciting EA review and comments were sent to the appropriate surface owner
based on the surface owner information provided by the party submitting the Expressions of
Interest (EOI).

PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

2.0 Alternatives Including the Proposed Action

One hundred twenty-five (125) lease parcels (179,514.5 acres) were originally nominated and
proposed for inclusion in the November 2011 Notice of Competitive Oil and Gas Lease Sale.
Three (3) parcels and portions of one (1) additional parcel fall within RMP designated areas that
are unavailable for leasing and are therefore not analyzed under any alternative (see Section 1.1).

2.1 Alternative A -- No Action

Under the No Action Alternative BLM Wyoming would not offer any of the 122 parcels
available for lease at the November 2011 lease sale. In the case of a lease sale, this would mean
that the EOIs to lease (parcel nomination) would be denied or rejected and all 122 available lease
parcels would be withdrawn from lease sale. It is not expected that demand for energy, including
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oil and gas, will go down; choosing the No Action alternative would not prevent future leasing in
these areas consistent with land use planning decisions and subject to appropriate stipulations,
identified in the respective Kemmerer, Pinedale, Rawlins, and Green River RMPs. Therefore, it
is fully anticipated that these parcels, excluding those that fall within areas designated as
unavailable for leasing, would be nominated and offered at a future date. While future leases
may contain more restrictive lease terms, it is reasonable to assume that a substantial portion of
the development possible under current planning decisions would also be possible under future
leases.

2.2 Alternative B -- Proposed Action

Of the 122 available parcels nominated that are available for leasing under the referenced RMPs,
BLM Wyoming would offer 81 whole parcels and portions of 10 additional parcels for lease at
the November 2011 Oil and Gas Lease Sale. The offered parcels contain 105,754.46 acres of
federal minerals that are available under the Kemmerer, Pinedale, Rawlins, and Green River
RMPs/RODs for oil and gas leasing. Standard terms and conditions/stipulations would apply.
Lease stipulations (as required by 43CFR 3131.3) were added to each parcel as identified by
KFO, PFO, RFO, and RSFO to address site specific concerns or new information not identified
in the land use planning process. Refer to Appendix B for a list of the parcels and proposed
stipulations attached to each.

Additionally, 23 whole parcels and 10 partial parcels (54,480.08 acres) falling within sage grouse
key habitat areas meeting the manageability criteria in BLM Wyoming Instruction Memorandum
WY-2010-013; and/or needing field inventory in accordance with FLPMA requirements to
determine if they meet the lands with wilderness characteristics criteria; and/or requiring Native
American consultation would be deferred from the November 2011 oil and gas lease sale under
this alternative (see Appendix A) pending completion of the Greater sage-grouse RMP
amendment, the field review for wilderness characteristics, and/or completion of the Native
American consultation. Eight (8) additional parcels containing (14,490.61 acres) will be
deferred due to administrative deficiencies with the Expression of Interest to include in the
November 2011 Lease Sale. In total, 31 whole and 10 partial parcels (68,970.69 acres) would be
deferred under this Alternative.

2.3 Alternative C-Maximum Parcels Offering

Under Alternative C, BLM Wyoming would offer all the parcels under Alternative B, plus it
would offer all parcels deferred under Alternative B. This alternative would make approximately
174,725.15 acres from 122 parcels available for leasing. All other aspects of this alternative are
the same as the proposed action.

2.4 Alternatives Considered But Not Analyzed in Detail

An alternative was considered that would offer all of the parcels that are administratively
available for leasing with a no surface occupancy stipulation. This alternative was deleted from
detailed analysis because it does not meet the purpose and need of providing areas for the
potential exploration and development of additional oil and gas resources to help meet the
nation’s current and expanding need for energy sources. Additionally, it prohibits surface
occupancy for oil and gas development; whereas other non-oil & gas occupancy may not be
similarly constrained. Further, it unnecessarily constrains oil and gas occupancy in areas where
the Kemmerer, Pinedale, Rawlins, and Green River RMPs have determined that less restrictive
stipulations would adequately mitigate the anticipated impact.
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No other alternatives to the proposed action were identified that would meet the purpose and
need of the proposed action.

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

3.0 DESCRIPTION OF AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

This section describes the current environment and present conditions of various resources that
would be affected by the project. Aspects of the affected environment described in this section
focus on the relevant major resources or issues. Only those aspects of the affected environment
that are potentially impacted are described in detail. The following are not present on any of the
parcels or partial parcels available for offer: Prime or Unique Farmlands. All parcels were
reviewed against the Master Leasing Plan (MLP) requirements in BLM Washington Office
(WO) IM-2010-117. None of the parcels were determined to be in an area that met the criteria;
see Appendix E for more information.

3.1 SITE VISITS:

From March 16 through 22, the RFO Interdisciplinary Parcel Review Team (IDPRT) visited
parcels WY-1111-001-009, 014-019, 029, 032-036, 037, 038, 043-048, 050-052, 056 and 057.
The sites were partially to completely snow covered but were accessible. The site visits revealed
no resource values or concerns other than those already identified through their review of the
parcels via the RFO Geographic Information System (GIS) data base and National Agriculture
Imagery Program (NAIP 2009) digital aerial imagery. The IDPRT was unable to access parcels
WY-1111-010, 013, 020, 026, 039, 042, 048, 049, 053, and 055 due to impassable and excessive
snow conditions. Parcels WY-1111-041 and 054 are not available for lease; therefore were not
visited, nor were parcels WY-1111-021-025, 027, 028, 030, 031, 058-061, and 063-065 that are
recommended for deferral under Alternative B.

From March 16 through 22, the Rock Springs IDPRT conducted site visits for parcels WY-1111-
062, 066, 067, 077, 089. Parcel 088 could not be accessed due to excessive snow depths and
impassable access roads, but was viewed from State Highway 414 approximately one half mile
west of the parcel. The site visits revealed no resource values or concerns other than those
already identified through their review of the parcels via the RSFO GIS data base and NAIP
digital aerial imagery. Parcels 079 and 082 could not be accessed due to deep snow conditions
and unplowed roads. These parcels could not be viewed from close enough distance to evaluate
the surface resource condition. Site verification for these parcels was accomplished through
2009 NAIP digital aerial photography, as was a closer observation of parcel WY-1111-088. Site
visits were not conducted for the parcels that would be deferred under Alternative B. A site visit
for parcel 068 was conducted as part of a lands with wilderness characteristics review on June
29. The visit determined that the portion of parcel 068 west of County Road 34 is in an area that
does not contain lands with wilderness characteristics (LWC); whereas the portion east of
County Road 34 falls within an area determined to have LWC. The visit revealed no other
resources values beyond those identified through the GIS data base and digital imagery review.

On March 24, the PFO IDPRT conducted site visits for parcels WY-1111-074, 075, and 076.

The parcels were accessible but were snow covered. The site visits revealed no resource values
or concerns other than those already identified through their review of the parcels via the PFO
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GIS data base and NAIP digital aerial imagery. Parcel 075 is recommended for deferral under
Alternative B, but was still visited because of its proximity to parcels 074 and 076.

From March 10 through 15, the KFO IDPRT visited parcels WY-1111-089, 093, 094, 095, 103,
104, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 114, 115, and 122. Additionally, they were able to view parcel 088
from about ¥2 miles, parcel 090 from about 1.5 miles, parcels 96 and 124 from about % mile, and
parcel 113 from about % mile. Impassable roads due to excess snow depths and or muddy
conditions prevented closer observations. Impassable roads and excess snow depths also
prevented the IDT from reaching or observing parcels WY-1111-091, 092, 097, 098, 099, 100,
101, 105, 106, 107, 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 123, and 125. Site verification for these
parcels was accomplished via 2009 NAIP digital aerial photography, as was closer observation
of parcels WY-1111-088, 090, 096, 113, 102, 123, and 124. Other than parcel 122, where a
previously unknown bald eagle nest was observed, the IDPRT was not able to determine any
resource values or concerns other than those already identified through their review of the
parcels through the KFO GIS database and NAIP digital aerial imagery.

3.2 RESOURCE VALUES BY PARCEL.:

WY-1111-001 and WY-1111-002 (Both parcels are in RFO and would be available to be
offered for lease under Alternatives B and C): The parcels are on split estate (private
surface/federal minerals). The Rawlins RMP does not designate Visual Resource Management
(VRM) classifications for non-federal lands; hence the private lands in both parcels have no
VRM designation. The parcels contain riparian habitat. Parcel 001has slopes greater than 25
percent. The slopes within parcel 002 are less than 10 percent. The parcels are located in areas
with the potential to provide habitat for Wyoming pocket gopher and mountain plover. The
parcels also potentially provide habitat for the Colorado butterfly plant and Ute’s ladies-tresses.
The riparian area provides potential habitat for a variety of amphibian and/or reptilian species.
Neither parcel falls within a Greater sage-grouse key habitat area, nor do they fall within any
BLM grazing allotments. Due to the private surface, the parcels have the potential to contain
occupied dwellings within ¥ mile. The vegetation type on the parcel is a combination of
grasslands and riparian dominated by grasses, forbs, sedges in the lower lying areas and
agricultural croplands. The parcels lie within the Platte River watershed and are subject to water
depletion restrictions to protect threatened or endangered fish species occurring in the river
proper. Refer to Appendices C, D, and E for Greater sage-grouse key habitat area, wilderness
characteristics, and MLP determinations. The soils are lower-elevation upland soils with a
relatively thick, dark organic based surface and A horizons and with a 15 to 17 inch annual
precipitation average. They are moderately to highly productive and are generally stable, but do
have a low to moderate erosion potential. The parcels also contain riparian soils that are
moderately deep, productive, and have a low to moderate erosion potential.

WY-1111-003 (The entire parcel is in RFO and would be available to be offered for lease under
Alternatives B and C): The parcel is a combination of split estate lands (private surface/federal
minerals) and federal lands administered by the BLM. The Rawlins RMP does not designate
VRM classifications for non-federal lands; hence the private lands in parcel WY-1111-003 have
no VRM designation. The federal lands have VRM Class Il and I11 designations. The parcel
provides crucial big game winter, Greater sage-grouse winter concentration, Greater sage-grouse
breeding and nesting, and raptor nesting habitat. The parcel also potentially provides habitat for
Wyoming pocket gopher, Beaver Rim phlox, and Laramie false sagebrush. The riparian area
provides potential habitat for a variety of amphibian and/or reptilian species. A portion of the
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parcel falls within a Greater sage-grouse key habitat area. The parcel is located within the Home
Ranch and Dana Meadows South livestock grazing allotments. Due to the private surface, the
parcel has the potential to have occupied dwellings on or within ¥4 mile. The parcel also has the
potential to contain sensitive cultural resource sites and contains a segment of the Overland Trail.
The parcel is within sagebrush dominated shrublands with a variety of forbs and grasses. The
parcel lies within the Platte River watershed and is subject to water depletion restrictions to
protect threatened or endangered fish species occurring in the river proper. Refer to Appendices
C, D, and E for Greater sage-grouse key habitat area, wilderness characteristics, and MLP
determinations. The parcel contains riparian habitat and has slopes greater than 25 percent. The
soils in parcel 003 are mid- to high-elevation upland soils that are generally shallow, with a
depth to bedrock of less than 20 inches occurring in areas. They have a thin organic based
surface horizon and are in a10 to 19 inch precipitation zone. They are moderately productive
and are generally stable but do have areas with moderate or greater erosion potential, especially
on slopes greater than 25 percent. The parcel also contains some riparian and forested soils that
are moderately deep, productive, and have a low to moderate erosion potential. The private
lands within parcel 003 that owned the Elk Mountain Ranch (Iron Bar LLC) are constrained by a
Conservation Easement granted to the Nature Conservancy.

WY-1111-004, WY-1111-005, and WY-1111-006 (All three parcels are in RFO and would be
available to be offered for lease under Alternatives B and C): The parcels are on BLM
administered surface and mineral estates. The parcels have VRM Class 11l and 1V
classifications. Parcels 004, 006, and a portion of 005 are within a Greater sage-grouse key
habitat area. All three parcels provide crucial big game winter range, Greater sage-grouse winter
concentration, Greater sage-grouse breeding and nesting, and raptor nesting habitat. The parcels
also potentially provide habitat for Wyoming pocket gopher and Beaver Rim phlox. The parcels
contain riparian habitat and have slopes greater than 25 percent. The riparian area provides
potential habitat for a variety of amphibian and/or reptilian species. There are no known
occupied dwellings within ¥ mile of the parcel. The parcels lie within the Platte River
watershed and are subject to water depletion restrictions to protect threatened or endangered fish
species occurring in the river proper. The predominant vegetation type is sagebrush dominated
shrublands with a variety of forbs and grasses. The parcels also have the potential to contain
sensitive cultural resource sites and are within the Dana Meadows South livestock grazing
allotment. Refer to Appendices C, D, and E for Greater sage-grouse key habitat area, wilderness
characteristics, and MLP determinations. The soils in all three parcels are mid-elevation upland
soils that are generally shallow, with a depth to bedrock of less than 20 inches occurring in areas.
They have a thin organic based surface horizon and are in a 10 to 14 inch precipitation zone.
They are moderately productive and are generally stable but do have areas with moderate or
greater erosion potential, especially on slopes greater than 25 percent.

WY-1111-007 (The entire parcel is in RFO and would be available to be offered for lease under
Alternatives B and C): The parcel is a combination of split estate lands (private surface/federal
minerals) and federal lands administered by the BLM. The Rawlins RMP does not designate
VRM classifications for non-federal lands; hence the private lands in parcel WY-1111-007 have
no VRM designation. The federal lands have a VRM Class |1l designation. Portions of parcel
007 fall within a Greater sage-grouse key habitat area. The parcel provides crucial big game
winter, Greater sage-grouse winter concentration, Greater sage-grouse breeding and nesting, and
raptor nesting habitat. The parcel also potentially provides habitat for Wyoming pocket gopher
and Beaver Rim phlox. The riparian area provides potential habitat for a variety of amphibian
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and/or reptilian species. The parcel is located within the Dana Meadows South livestock grazing
allotment. Due to the private surface, the parcel has the potential to have occupied dwellings on
or within ¥ mile. The parcel falls within sagebrush dominated shrublands with a variety of forbs
and grasses. The parcel also has the potential to contain sensitive cultural resource sites. The
parcel lies within the Platte River watershed and is subject to water depletion restrictions to
protect threatened or endangered fish species occurring in the river proper. Refer to Appendices
C, D, and E for Greater sage-grouse key habitat area, wilderness characteristics, and MLP
determinations. The parcel contains riparian habitat and slopes greater than 25 percent. The
soils in parcel 007 are mid-elevation upland soils that are generally shallow, with a depth to
bedrock of less than 20 inches occurring in areas. They have a thin organic based surface
horizon and are in a 10 to 14 inch precipitation zone. They are moderately productive and are
generally stable but do have areas with moderate or greater erosion potential, especially on
slopes greater than 25 percent. The private lands within parcel 007 that owned the EIk Mountain
Ranch (Iron Bar LLC) are constrained by a Conservation Easement granted to the Nature
Conservancy.

WY-1111-008 (The entire parcel is in RFO and would be available to be offered for lease under
Alternatives B and C): The entire parcel is federal surface and mineral estates. The parcel has
VRM Class Il and IV classifications. Parcel 008 falls within a Greater sage-grouse key habitat
area. The parcel provides crucial big game winter, Greater sage-grouse breeding and nesting,
and raptor nesting habitat. The parcel also potentially provides habitat for black-footed ferret,
white-tailed prairie dog, Wyoming pocket gopher, mountain plover, and Cedar Rim thistle. The
riparian area provides potential habitat for a variety of amphibian and/or reptilian species. There
are no known occupied dwellings within % mile of the parcel. The parcel lies within the Platte
River watershed and is subject to water depletion restrictions to protect threatened or endangered
fish species occurring in the river proper. The predominant vegetation type is sagebrush
dominated shrublands with a variety of forbs and grasses. The parcel falls within the Shirley
Mountain and the T.E. Ranch livestock grazing allotments. Refer to Appendices C, D, and E for
Greater sage-grouse key habitat area, wilderness characteristics, and MLP determinations. The
parcel contains riparian habitat, but does not contain slopes greater than 25 percent. The soils in
parcel 008 are mid-elevation upland soils that are generally shallow, with a depth to bedrock of
less than 20 inches occurring in areas. They have a thin organic based surface horizon and are in
the 10 to 14 inch precipitation zone. They are moderately productive and are generally stable but
do have areas with moderate or greater erosion potential.

WY-1111-009 (The entire parcel is in RFO and would be available to be offered for lease under
Alternatives B and C): The parcel is a combination of split estate lands (private surface/federal
minerals) and federal lands administered by the BLM. The Rawlins RMP does not designate
VRM classifications for non-federal lands; hence the private lands in parcel WY-1111-009 have
no VRM designation. The federal lands have a VRM Class 111 designation. The parcel contains
riparian habitat, and contains slopes greater than 25 percent. Parcel 009 falls within a sage-
grouse core area. The parcel provides sage grouse and raptor nesting habitat. The parcel also
potentially provides habitat for black-footed ferret, Wyoming pocket gopher, Rocky Mountain
twinpod, and Beaver Rim phlox. The riparian area provides potential habitat for a variety of
amphibian and/or reptilian species. Due to the private surface, the parcel has the potential to
have occupied dwellings on or within ¥ mile. The parcel lies within the Platte River watershed
and is subject to water depletion restrictions to protect threatened or endangered fish species
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occurring in the river proper. The predominant vegetation type is sagebrush dominated
shrublands with a variety of forbs and grasses. The parcel falls within the Schneider Ridge
livestock grazing allotment. Refer to Appendices B, C, and D for sage-grouse core area,
wilderness characteristics, and MLP determinations. The soils in parcel 009 are mid-elevation
upland soils that are generally shallow, with a depth to bedrock of less than 20 inches occurring
in areas. They have a thin organic based surface horizon and a 10 to 14 inch precipitation zone.
They are moderately productive and are generally stable but do have areas with moderate or
greater erosion potential, especially on slopes greater than 25 percent.

WY-1111-010 and WY-1111-011 (Both parcels are in RFO and would be available to be
offered for lease under Alternatives B and C): The entire parcels are federal surface and mineral
estates. The parcel has VRM Class Il and 1V classifications. Parcel 010 contains riparian
habitat, but does not contain slopes greater than 25 percent. Both parcels are in a Greater sage-
grouse key habitat area. The parcel provides Greater sage-grouse winter concentration, Greater
sage-grouse breeding and nesting, and raptor nesting habitat. The parcels potentially provide
habitat for black-footed ferret, Wyoming pocket gopher, mountain plover, and persistent sepal
yellowcress. The riparian area in parcel 010 provides potential habitat for a variety of amphibian
and/or reptilian species. There are no known occupied dwellings within ¥ mile of the parcel.
The parcels lie within the Platte River watershed and are subject to water depletion restrictions to
protect threatened or endangered fish species occurring in the river proper. The predominant
vegetation type is sagebrush dominated shrublands with a variety of forbs and grasses. The
parcels fall within the Quealy Block livestock grazing allotment. Refer to Appendices C, D, and
E for Greater sage-grouse key habitat area, wilderness characteristics, and MLP determinations.
Parcel 011 does not contain riparian habitat or slopes greater than 25 percent. The soils are mid-
elevation upland soils that are generally shallow, with a depth to bedrock of less than 20 inches
occurring in areas. They have a thin organic based surface horizon and are in the 10 to 14 inch
precipitation zone. They are moderately productive and are generally stable but do have areas
with moderate or greater erosion potential.

WY-1111-012 (The entire parcel is in RFO and would be available to be offered for lease under
Alternatives B and C): The entire parcel is split estate (private surface/federal minerals). The
Rawlins RMP does not designate VRM classifications for non-federal lands; hence the private
lands in parcel WY-1111-012 have no VRM designation. Portions of parcel 012 fall within a
Greater sage-grouse key habitat area. The parcel provides Greater sage-grouse winter
concentration, Greater sage-grouse nesting, and raptor nesting habitat. The parcel also
potentially provides habitat for black-footed ferret, Wyoming pocket gopher, mountain plover,
persistent sepal yellowcress, meadow pussytoes, and Beaver Rim phlox. The riparian area
provides potential habitat for a variety of amphibian and/or reptilian species. Due to the private
surface, the parcel has the potential to have occupied dwellings within ¥ mile. The parcel lies
within the Platte River watershed and is subject to water depletion restrictions to protect
threatened or endangered fish species occurring in the river proper. The predominant vegetation
type is sagebrush dominated shrublands with a variety of forbs and grasses. The parcel also has
the potential to contain sensitive cultural resource sites. The parcel falls within the Fort Steele
Breaks livestock grazing allotment. The parcel contains riparian habitat, and contains slopes
greater than 25 percent. The soils in parcel 012 are mid-elevation upland soils that are generally
shallow, with a depth to bedrock of less than 20 inches occurring in areas. They have a thin
organic based surface horizon and are in the 10 to 14 inch precipitation zone. They are
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moderately productive and are generally stable but do have areas with moderate or greater
erosion potential, especially on slopes greater than 25 percent. Refer to Appendices C, D, and E
for Greater sage-grouse key habitat area, wilderness characteristics, and MLP determinations.

WY-1111-013 (The entire parcel is in RFO and would be available to be offered for lease under
Alternatives B and C): The entire parcel is within Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) surface and
BLM administered mineral estate. The parcel has a VRM Class Il classification. Parcel 013
falls within a Greater sage-grouse key habitat area. The parcel provides Greater sage-grouse and
raptor nesting habitat. The parcel also potentially provides habitat for Wyoming pocket gopher
and persistent sepal yellowcress. The riparian area provides potential habitat for a variety of
amphibian and/or reptilian species. There are no known occupied dwellings within ¥ mile of the
parcel. The parcel lies within the Platte River watershed and is subject to water depletion
restrictions to protect threatened or endangered fish species occurring in the river proper. The
predominant vegetation type is sagebrush dominated shrublands with a variety of forbs and
grasses. The parcel falls within the North Walcott livestock grazing allotment. The parcel
contains riparian habitat, and contains slopes greater than 25 percent. The soils in parcel 013 are
mid-elevation upland soils that are generally shallow, with a depth to bedrock of less than 20
inches occurring in areas. They have a thin organic based surface horizon and are in the 10 to 14
inch precipitation zone. They are moderately productive and are generally stable but do have
areas with moderate or greater erosion potential, especially on slopes greater than 25 percent.
Refer to Appendices C, D, and E for Greater sage-grouse key habitat area, wilderness
characteristics, and MLP determinations. The parcel contains a small segment of Seminoe
Reservoir.

WY-1111-014 and WY-1111-015 (Both parcels are in RFO and would be available to be
offered for lease under Alternatives B and C): The parcels are BLM administered surface and
mineral estates. The parcels have a VRM Class Il classification. Both parcels are in a Greater
sage-grouse key habitat area. The parcels provide Greater sage-grouse winter concentration,
Greater sage-grouse nesting, and raptor nesting habitat and potentially provide habitat for black-
footed ferret, white-tailed prairie dog, Wyoming pocket gopher, mountain plover, and persistent
sepal yellowcress. Riparian areas may potential habitat for a variety of amphibian and/or
reptilian species. There are no known occupied dwellings within ¥ mile of the parcel. The
parcels are within the Platte River watershed and are subject to water depletion restrictions to
protect threatened or endangered fish species occurring in the river proper. The predominant
vegetation type is sagebrush 