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nNOING OF "'O SIC~WICANT IMPACTS FOR EA NO. \\'l'O§.EA09-03S 

l)[CISIO." : Propoud l>«blon fo r Ibe 1s,lianu ofGrlling Ptrmll No. 493729 Renn,.1 

FINDING Of NO S IGNIt' ICA..'T IMPACTS; 

I ha~e dC1mnined that the proposal project is in conformance with the Lander I'kld 0f'Il« 
Rc:sounx: Management Plan (1987). Ba$Cd on • rcvkw of the EA and the -''qlled mitigation 
_1111:$.1 find m.t thIS fICtion woWd IlOl ha'"e I sieniflgfll impKI on the qualit), of the ho.nnan 
en vironment and. thnTfore, ~llIIie that an mvironmental impiICI sutanent illIOI mjuiml. I 
have reached this dC1aminalion after <XIfISldcrina: the following identified impacU and mitigation 
mea'llQ'CS; 

Uj!lOamc 

1""fKIC1S: The Eut Sage l ien Crock riparian protection fenoc would inlerfere wilh the movanenl 
of lMJI game aIona and 8CI'O$II the riparian area. 

Mit/galio" : The East Sage Hen Cred: riparian prou:alon fence would be COIISlr\ldcd primml)' 
wiUl' buo;k·and·pole milliard to facilitate big pme mo....:menl and mill« fence mainletWlCC. 

Impac~; Livesrock gruing in 1,le f.11 and carly wi nter creates c;ompeeition for rQl1lge wilh big 
game animals, such as prong·hom an lelope, dllring. critical period orthe )Ur. 

Miligafio..: A rnodJfiod-dcfcrrcd rotalion putng syslem lI'oold be implenenlcd lhat considm 
the necd5 of biS same habilat. including the implemo:nwion ofspecifIC "rot:nlon indialors-!hIt 
mjuirc:s the gru.ing pmnittc.: to luIate inlo the DCAI pasallll: or offlne allolmmt once these 
indicators are ruched. 

Impacu: The East Sa~ 11m Cn:c:k riparian protei;l;on fence would presml a collision hv..ard 
for ugc:·grou~ and. peTch &om whi~h ~OQ may pmlale lIpOIIuge-grou~ on the ground 
(prinwilyon a ldo). 

MifigatilJtl: The Easl Sag.: Hen Credr: riparian procection fmce ...uuJd be oonSlructed pnmarily 
of wood pole and posts .. -hi~h wuuId make il wIsibJe 10 u!C'grDU!le flyinll dOle 10 the ground. 
The: Iocalion of this fence is not close enough to an)' identified lek to cause. problem with 
pm:hing rnptDB. 

Impacu; Lin'stock gruinS in late raJ! and early winter ~ vcgcul1inn (fonge) that " needed 
for .sage·grouse nesting hl.bil.1 in earl)' spring. 

Mitigalioll: A modifiod-deftrral rotation gruing system and monilorinS plan would be: 
implemented thM considon the needs ofl3llO'KrUIIX DCS(inS luIbiw. The: grazinSJ)'Slem 



indudes the implementation ofspecific "roIalion indi~ators" that requires the grazing permittcc 
10 rolate inlo the next pasture or ofTthe allotmenl based on grazing use levels. 

VC!:(.1ation/Soil Re<;O\m:es 

Impacu; Put prolonged. hQI.-scll$On grazing has impacted ripariBnlwetl and areu through 
overutiHzation and trampling which has ~all5ed drying and changes in the plam commlln;ty. 

Mitigations; Prolonged hQI.-!iO:1IS0n gruing " 'ould be eliminated in favor ofa si~-pa~\Ure, 
deferml rotation grazing system that would reduC(: \he numbcrofdays in each pasture. Th;s 
approach will allow time for re-groWlh ofvegffillion before falliwi ntcr which will improve 
fOrllge rcsQlJfCe$ for liv..stod:.. as well as .... ·ildlife the following season. TIle Proposed Decision 
also ioclud..:.'8 the cstablishment ofallowable forag.e lISe ~Iandard$ for livcstodc grazing.. These 
standards will be imph:mcnted to prolect and ensure riparian improvement over lime. 

Impacts; Past grazing managcmott prlKti,es han' reducW the amount oflincr aOCllmulat;on on 
upland IlUlge sites, thereby reducing the amount o f liner thill gets inoorporated into the soil and is 
necessary for healthy soi l conditions. 

MWgat;oru: A 5b1-plSSlure. modificd-derem::d rotation grazing s)'Stt"lll would be implemented to 
facilitate improved gra:6ng management on the four Split Rock Allotments. The Propo5I.'d 
Da.:ision includes the establishment of allowable forage use standards for livestock i;I1I7.ing that 
wOlild increase liner lIIX:umulatiOll and improve soi l conditions OHT time. 

CulMj!1 Rew\lrm 

fmpacu; The East Sage Jlen Cre<!k riparian protceti(M1 f~'11cc ....ould impact cultural rcsotIrcc 
sites in the riparian area. 

Miligalions; The F..ast Sage lien Creek riparian pmtection fence would be subjcctto ,ultural 
resource surveys to detect poIcntial impacls before construction O)Uld begin. Thi$ mitigMion 
would redu<:c the C1I~cd impacts to a level of signifiCllllOC that ....ill allow the BLM 10 
recommend a No EffCCl dctermination to the State Historic Prese!""ation Officer. 

Field Manager: __ &~~~';:::::Jf---_____Date, _ " '''''",'·'C3,OC·2"(l(l9""'-___ 
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