
Appendix 6 

Use of Off-Road Vehicles in the GMCA 

Use of motorized vehicles in association with this permit is subject to the Lander RMP.  The current RMP (signed in 
1987) states the following for the Green Mountain Common Allotment:  

ORV use in the remainder of the resource area will be limited to existing roads and vehicle routes, except 
for the performance of necessary tasks (work requiring the use of a motor vehicle).  Temporary excursions 
leaving existing vehicular routes are permitted only to accomplish necessary tasks and only if such travel 
does not cause resource damage. Examples include picking up big game kills, repairing range 
improvements, managing livestock, mineral activities where surface disturbance does not total more than 5 
acres as described in the “5-acre exemption” under the 43 CFR 3809 regulations, etc. 

All applicable laws and regulations (not exempted above) apply to the use of motorized vehicles while conducting 
necessary tasks.  In example 43 CFR 8341.1 further defines Regulations Governing the Use of motorized vehicles.  

 The following is specifically stated (within 43 CFR 8341.1) in-regards to resource damage and conflicts with other 
uses: 

(e) No person shall operate an off-road vehicle on public lands: (1) In a reckless, careless, or negligent 
manner; ………. (4) In a manner causing, or likely to cause significant, undue damage to or disturbance of 
the soil, wildlife, wildlife habitat, improvements, cultural, or vegetative resources or other authorized uses 
of the public lands… 

(g) Drivers of off-road vehicles shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians, saddle horses, pack trains, and 
animal-drawn vehicles. 

 
Resource Damage is further defined (by Wyoming Instruction Memorandum 2005-034) as:  

Leaving signs of vehicle use such as wheel ruts in wet meadows, visual scars on hillsides or soil erosion.  
Additional examples include surface disturbance that causes the loss of vegetative cover, degradation of 
wildlife habitat, the creation of new roads, and the introduction of noxious weeds.  Damage to vegetation 
also includes crushing or uprooting trees and shrubs.  The determination of whether resource damage has 
occurred is left to the discretion of Field Managers and law enforcement personnel.  

If there is evidence that resource damage or conflicts with other uses is occurring as a result of necessary tasks; the 
BLM will request the following information to evaluate the motorized use.  

1) Who? Name of company, individuals, agency, and/or other entities traveling off roads. 

2) Description of proposed action and why the action is necessary to achieve agency objectives? 

3)  Type of motorized vehicle to be used and description of how the vehicle will be used for the proposed 
action? 

4)  A map with specific areas where projected off-road travel is necessary?  

5)  Season, frequency, and duration of off-road travel. 

6)  Why this action can’t be accomplished using non-motorized conveyances (e.g. horses)? 



7)  Expected outcome if this authorization is granted? Expected outcome if this authorization is not 
granted?  

8)  Methods and measures to minimize resource damage? 

9) Other information 

Evaluations of the motorized use will be focused on determining if the use is truly a necessary task and measure the 
need for the motorized use against the potential for resource damage and user conflicts.  

If it is determined (by the authorized officer) that activities associated with necessary task are resulting in resource 
damage or undesirable user conflicts; the motorized use may be prohibited or restricted through additional 
stipulations.  


