
Appendix 14 
 

Evaluation and Rating of Grazing Strategies for Stream Riparian Habitats 
(Platts and Nelson 1989). 

 
 
Strategy 

 
Level to which 

riparian vegetation is 
commonly used 

 
Control of 

animal 
distribution  
(allotment) 

Streambank 
stability 

condition  

Brushy 
species  

regrowth  
potential 

 
Seasonal 

plant 
rehabilitative 

Stream-  
riparian 

Rating 

 
Continuous season- 
long (cattle) 

 
heavy 

 
poor poor poor 

 
poor poor la 

 
Holding (sheep or 
cattle) 

 
heavy 

 
excellent poor poor 

 
fair poor 1 

 
Short duration-high 
intensity (cattle) 

 
heavy 

 
excellent poor poor 

 
poor poor 1 

 
Three herd-four 
pasture (cattle) 

 
heavy to 
moderate 

 
good poor poor 

 
poor poor 2 

 
Holistic (cattle or 
sheep)  

 
heavy to light 

 
good poor to good poor 

 
good poor to 

excellent 
2-9 

 
Deferred (cattle) 

 
moderate to 
heavy 

 
fair poor poor 

 
fair fair 3 

 
Seasonal suitability 
(cattle) 

 
heavy 

 
good poor poor 

 
fair fair 3 

 
Deferred-rotation 
(cattle)  

 
heavy to moderate 

 
good  fair fair 

 
fair fair 4 

 
Stuttered deferred-
rotation (cattle) 

 
heavy to moderate 

 
good fair fair 

 
fair fair 4 

 
Winter (sheep or 
cattle) 

 
moderate to heavy 

 
fair good fair  

 
fair to good good 5 

 
Rest-rotation (cattle) 

 
heavy to moderate 

 
good fair to good fair 

 
fair to good fair 5 

 
Double rest-rotation 
(cattle) 

 
moderate 

 
good good fair 

 
good good 6 

 
Seasonal riparian 
preference (cattle or 
sheep) 

 
moderate to light 

 
good good good 

 
fair fair 6 

 
Riparian pasture (cattle 
or sheep) 

 
as prescribed 

 
good good good 

 
good good 8 

 
Corridor fencing (cattle 
or sheep)  

 
none 

 
excellent good to 

excellent 
excellent 

 
good to 
excellent 

excellent 9 

 
Rest rotation with 
seasonal preference 
(sheep) 

 
light 

 
good good to 

excellent 
good to 
excellent 

 
good excellent 9 

 
Rest or closure (cattle or 
sheep) 

 
none 

 
excellent excellent excellent 

 
excellent excellent 10 

 
a Rating scale based on 1 (poorly compatible) to 10 (highly compatible with fishery needs). 
 


